
 

ALADIN Subject Categories and Keywords 

The following subject categories and keywords are mainly taken from the UNESCO Thesaurus. 
They have been compiled by ALADIN members to be used as a guidance for resource centres 
with a focus on adult learning. Please feel free to add, delete or change them as needed for 
your information service. 

 

ALADIN Subject Categories  

ADULT EDUCATION AND LEARNING  AEL 
CIVIL SOCIETY  CSO 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  CDE 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY  CUD 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ESD 
EDUCATION  EDU 
ENVIRONMENT  ENV 
GENDER  GEN 
HEALTH  HEA 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES ICT 
LITERACY  LIT 
PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS  PHR 
SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION  SED 
WORLD OF WORK  WOR 

 

 

ALADIN Keywords 

ADULT EDUCATION AND LEARNING  AEL  
Keywords:  Adult education 

Adult education centres 
Adult education programmes 
Adult educators 
Adult educator training 
Adult learners 
Adult learning 
Basic education 

Family education 
Informal learning 
Life skills 
Lifelong Learning 
Non-formal education 
Older adults 
Open universities 
Popular education 

CIVIL SOCIETY                                   CSO 
Keywords: Advocacy 

Capacity building 
Citizen participation 
Citizenship education 
Citizenship rights 
Civil society 
Democracy 

Leadership development 
Nongovernmental 
Organizations 
Governance 
Social Change 
Social inclusion 
Social justice 



 
Global campaigns 
Group facilitation 

Volunteers 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT       CDE  
Keywords: Community centres 

Community development 
Community leaders 
Community participation 
Community projects 
Community organizations 

Cooperatives 
Microcredit 
Housing 
Income generation projects 
Small scale enterprises 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY                      CUD 
Keywords: Cultural diversity 

Cultural institutions 
Cultural minorities 
Culture 
Ethnic groups 
Indigenous peoples 
Indigenous languages  
Indigenous knowledge 
Language minorities 

Minority groups 
Multiethnic societies 
Oral tradition 
Popular arts 
Popular theatre 
Traditional cultures 
Traditional dance 
Traditional music 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT   ESD 
Keywords: Development aid 

Development indicators 
Development policy 
Economic and social development 
Globalization 
International cooperation 
Participatory development 

Population education 
Poverty 
Rural development 
Self-reliance 
Sustainable development 
Urban development 

EDUCATION EDU  
Keywords: Children’s education  

Education 
Early childhood education  
Educational methods  
Educational systems  
Educational policy 
Educational priorities 

Educational statistics 
Formal education  
Higher education  
Out of school education  
Primary education  
Secondary education  
Youth education 

ENVIRONMENT ENV  
Keywords:  Environment  

Environmental awareness  
Environmental conservation  
Environmental degradation 

Environmental education  
Environmental legislation  
Environmental policy  
Sustainability 

GENDER GEN  
Keywords: Feminism  

Gender  
Gender equality  
Gender roles  
Men  

Sexual abuse 
Women  
Women’s education  
Women’s employment  
Women’s rights 

HEALTH HEA  
Keywords: Disease control  

Family planning  
Health  
Health education  
Health policy  

Maternal and child health  
Mental health  
Nutrition education  
Primary health care  
Sex education  



 
Health services  
Health statistics  
Health workers  
HIV/AIDS education  
Hygiene 

Physical education  
Drug education  
Traditional medicine  
Women’s health 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES     ICT 
Keywords: Access to information  

Computer literacy  
Communication and development  
Communication technology  
Computers in education  
Correspondence education  
Digital divide 

Distance education  
E-learning  
Educational radio  
Educational television  
ICT 
Information literacy  
Information society 

LITERACY LIT  
Keywords: Adult literacy  

Family literacy  
Functional literacy  
Literacy  
Literacy achievement  
Literacy campaigns  
Literacy centres  
Literacy classes  
Literacy learners  
Literacy materials  
Literacy methods 
Literacy organizations 

Literacy programmes  
Literacy statistics  
Literacy tests  
Literacy workers  
Illiteracy  
Mother-tongue instruction  
New literates  
Second language 
instruction  
Womens literacy  
Workplace literacy 

PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS PHR  
Keywords: Correctional education 

Disadvantaged groups 
Discrimination  
Human rights  
Human rights education  
Human rights violation  
Migration 
Peace 

Peace education 
Refugees  
Right to education  
Rights of the child  
Rights of the disabled  
War  
War victims 

SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION SED  
Keywords: Disabled persons 

Inclusive education 
Mentally disabled 

Physically disabled 
Slow learners 

WORLD OF WORK WOR  
Keywords: Learning organization  

Prior learning recognition  
Vocational education  
World of work 

Work-based learning  
Workers  
Working conditions  
Working life 

FORMAL DESCRIPTORS (are not subject related, but describe a document under formal aspects) 
Keywords: Bibliographies 

Case studies 
Conference report 
Commission report  
Curriculum  
Evaluation 

Research findings  
Surveys  
Teaching materials  
Tests  
Thesis 
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