
Working Group Meeting
Governance, procedures and working methods of the governing bodies of UNESCO

27 March 2019 at UNESCO Headquarters (Room IV) 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Rendering Oceans of Energy

INTERNATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AND GEOPARKS PROGRAMME - IGGP

INTERNATIONAL GEOSCIENCES PROGRAMME - IGCP Co-chaired by

IGCP Bureau
Chairperson: Brigitte Vlaswinkel
Vice-Chairperson: Sobhi Nasir
Rapporteur: Yongje Kim
UNESCO DG (without the right to vote)
IUGS Secretary General: Stan Finney (without the right to vote)

UGGp Bureau
Chairperson: Guy Martini 
Vice-Chairperson: Jianping Zhang 
Rapporteur: Kirstin Lemon 
UNESCO DG (without the right to vote)
GGN association President: Nikolas Zouros (without the right to vote) 
IUCN Representative: (without the right to vote)

Council Members
Chairperson: Brigitte Vlaswinkel (The Netherlands, Oct 2016-Sept 2020)

Earth Resources Theme: Sobhi Nasir (Jordan, Oct 2018- Sept 2022)

Global Change Theme: Weijian Zhou (China, Oct 2018-Sept 2022)

Geohazards Theme: Carlos Vargas Jimenez (Colombia, Oct 2018-Sept 
2022)

Hydrogeology Theme: Yongje Kim (Rep. of Korea, Oct 2016-Sept 2020)

Geodynamic Theme: Nellia Mutemeri (Zimbabwe, Oct 2016-Sept 2020)

+IGCP Scientific Board 

Council Members
Chairperson: Guy Martini (France, Sept 2016-Aug 2020)

Vice-Chairperson: Jianping Zhang (China, Sept 2018-Aug 2022)

Rapporteur: Kirstin Lemon (Ireland, Sept 2016-Aug 2020)

+9 members: Asrat Asfawossen (Ethiopia, Sept 2018-Aug 2022), Enas
Ahmed (Egypt, Sept 2018-Aug 2022), Jianping Zhang (China, Sept 

2018-Aug 2022), Border Melanie (UK, Sept 2016-Aug 2020), Rangnes
Kristin (Norway, Sept 2016-Aug 2020), Chulepin Helga (Uruguay, Sept 

2016-Aug 2020), Martina Paskova (Czech Rep, Sept 2018-Aug 2022), 

Watanabe Mahito (Japan, Sept 2016-Aug 2020), Ana Ruiz Conde
(Spain, Sept 2018-Aug 2022), Soo Jae Lee (Rep. of Korea, Sept 2018-Aug 
2022)

+Evaluation Teams 

Observers of UGGp Bureau (without the right to vote)

UNESCO Secretariat

UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS - UGGp

Observers of IGCP Bureau (without the right to vote)
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International Geoscience Programme Overview

Dr. Brigitte Vlaswinkel

Chair IGCP
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Geoscience and the 21st Century

IGCP 636 

IGCP 655, 639

IGCP 641, 663
IGCP 665 IGCP 643, 661

IGCP 641, 659, 672, 691

IGCP 685
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Geoscience and the 21st Century

Paris Climate Agreement

Global Goals of Sustainable Development

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

Define the way politicians and the public 

view the 21st Century’s grand challenges..

Maintaining the environmental sustainability of the planet is fundamental to our future 

well being and geologists are key stakeholders in this long-term sense of purpose 

17 Sustainable Development Goals 7 Global Targets of Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
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IGCP Countries
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Rendering Oceans of Energy

18-21 February 2019
3rd IGCP Council meeting
UNESCO HQ 

Theme group leaders

Prof. Sobhi Nasir - Oman
Dr. Weijian Zhou - China
Prof. Carlos Alberto Vargas J. - Colombia
Dr. Yongje Kim - Korea 
Dr. Nellie Mutemeri - Zimbabwe



INTERNATIONAL GEOSCIENCES PROGRAMME-IGCP

9

BEST PRACTICES

We acknowledge that the governance working 
group had stressed:

• the very positive merge of the two programmes in 
2015 and showcased it as a model for other UNESCO 
bodies.

• The Composition of IGGP Councils,
• The involvement of local communities and 

international scope of IGGP activities as well as 
extensive support of the International Union of 
Geological Sciences (IUGS) and Global Geoparks
Network (GGN) have been indicated as best practices. 

• We also recognize that the merged programme is 
young and going through a learning curve and we are 
working closely to bring further synergies between its 
two pillars and its governance. 
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UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARKS Overview

Dr. Guy Martini

Chair UGGP
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Rendering Oceans of Energy

UGGp video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bc-rV2s20Hk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bc-rV2s20Hk
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Rendering Oceans of Energy

7-9 September 2019
4th UGGP Council meeting
Adamello Brenta

12 Council members
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RECOMMENDATIONS

F. SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL FUND, 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES, AND INTERNATIONAL EXPERT BODIES

113 The IGGP Secretariat already put in place a number of measures, after having participated 
in the discussion with Member States during the meeting of the open-ended working group on 
governance in May 2017. These measures were publicly announced during the open session of 
the IGCP Council meeting in February 2018. 

✓ Enhance and update website
✓ Strengthen reporting to General Conference and Executive Board
✓ Intensify synergies and cooperation with MAB and WHC
✓ Continue to expand avenues for North-South and South-South cooperation
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Rendering Oceans of Energy
Intensive Course for African Geoparks in China (Yanqing UNESCO Global Geopark)
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Training field visit of Ngorogoro-Lengai UNESCO Geopark staff (Tanzania) in Dong Van UNESCO Global 
Geopark (Vietnam
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Rendering Oceans of Energy

• It has been recognized that the joint programme is young and going through a learning curve 
since 2015.

Multinational Students camp 2018 
in trans border Muskau Arch UNESCO Global Geopark – Germany & Poland 
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• IGCP and UGGp Council chairpersons are working closely to bring further synergies between 
the two pillars of the IGGP and its joint governance based an extensive lessons learned from 
the IGCP Council structure which are being transferred and applied to the UGGp Council 
governance.

Cao Bang UNESCO Global Geopark, Vietnam



THANK YOU

• http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/earth-
sciences/international-geoscience-and-geoparks-programme/

• https://www.facebook.com/unescoEARTH/posts/386485778440170

• https://twitter.com/unescoEARTH/status/941600941496729601
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http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/earth-sciences/international-geoscience-and-geoparks-programme/
https://www.facebook.com/unescoEARTH/posts/386485778440170
https://twitter.com/unescoEARTH/status/941600941496729601

