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PRESS RELEASE 

Today is International Day to end Impunity for Crimes against Journalists. To mark the Day, 

UNESCO has organized a Regional Meeting on the Strengthening of National Mechanisms 

for the Safety of Journalists in Eastern Africa in Arusha, Tanzania on 02 and 03 November 

2018. 

Five years on since the first commemoration of International Day to End Impunity for Crimes 

against Journalists, high level representatives from the Regional Judicial Courts, human 

rights defenders, media houses and associations, national focal points for safety of 

journalists and governments, will assess how countries in the Region respond to security 

problems faced by journalists as they carry out their investigative and reporting duties, as an 

opportunity to as well evaluate how we address the impunity with which, all too often, crimes 

and attacks against journalists are perpetrated. 

In just over a decade, more than a thousand journalists have been killed in the line of duty. 

Nine out of ten of these cases are unresolved, with no one held accountable. Since 2006, 

UNESCO has condemned the murder of 1,010 journalists and media professionals. This year 

alone, at least 88 journalists have been killed. Many thousands more have been attacked, 

harassed, detained or imprisoned on spurious charges, without due process. 
 

Female journalists are all the more often at greater risk of being targeted not only for their 

reporting but also because of their gender through the threat of sexual violence. According 

to the 2017-2018 edition of UNESCO’s World Trends in Freedom of Expression and Media 

Development report, attacks against, and harassment of, women journalists, particularly on 

online platforms, have increased. With this worrying trend, it is imperative that we urgently 

address the specific threats which face women journalists and which ultimately extend to the 

journalistic profession as a whole. 
 

Co-hosted by UNESCO and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania, the meeting 

will be officiated by the Minister of Information, Culture, Arts and Sports of Tanzania, Hon. 

Dr. Harrison Mwakyembe and the UNESCO Regional Director for Eastern Africa, Ms. Ann 

Therese Ndong-Jatta. Other high level officials attending the meeting are President of the 

African Court of Human and People’s Rights, Hon. Justice Sylvain Ore, President of the 

ECOWAS Court of Justice, Hon Justice Edward Asante, East Africa Legislative Assembly 

(EALA) Member of the Committee on Regional Affairs and Conflict Resolution, Hon. George 

Odongo and Political Affairs and Peace and Security Experts from the East African 

Community Secretariat, Mr. David Onen and Mr Leonard Onyonyi.  
 

Read the statement by the UN Secretary General on the commemoration of the day 

here  

Read the statement by UNESCO Director General, Ms Audrey Azoulay here 

Follow this link to watch an interview conducted by UNESCO with President Justice Sylvain 

Oré of the African Court on Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR) on the occasion of the 

signing of a Memorandum of Understanding formalizing UNESCO and ACHPR cooperation 

in the promotion of freedom of expression and safety of journalists (full news article here).  

mailto:nk.kaizilege@unesco.org
http://www.unescodar.or.tz/unescodar/press/UN_SG_Statement_on_International_Day_to_Impunity_for_Crimes_agaist_Journalists.pdf
http://www.unescodar.or.tz/unescodar/press/UN_SG_Statement_on_International_Day_to_Impunity_for_Crimes_agaist_Journalists.pdf
http://www.unescodar.or.tz/unescodar/dg/UNESCO_DG_Message_for_International_Day_to_End_Impunity_for_Crimes_against_Journalists-2018.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uw0iEOc3ZGA
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-african-court-human-and-people-s-rights-agree-strengthen-their-cooperation

