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Nota Bene :

The ideas and opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of UNESCO.

The designations used in this publication and the presentation of data do not imply that
UNESCO has adopted any particular position with respect to the legal status of the coun-
tries, territories, towns or areas, their governing bodies or their frontiers or boundaries.

Data sources :

› Schooling data

The bulk of the data (to 2003/04) was provided by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS).
This concerns the provisional dataset published in the first three months of 2006. Any more
recent data (2004/05) is the result of joint actions between the ministries of education, the
BREDA/Pôle de Dakar for education sector analysis and the World Bank. The United Nations
tables are used as the reference for indicators that require population data; these are some-
times different from those used at national level. This explains any differences between the
figures in national publications and those in this report.

› Financial data

In addition to that provided by the UIS, data collected by BREDA/Pôle de Dakar for educa-
tion sector analysis and/or World Bank (Africa Region/Human Development) from education
sector finance models and/or medium term expenditure frameworks has also been used.

› Survey data

A wide range of sources has been used, specific examples of which are the UNICEF MICS
household surveys, and data and analysis from the CONFEMEN PASEC programme for the
surveys on school achievement and the determining factors of same. 

In the interest of clarity, the specific source and precise year of data are not always men-
tioned in the body of the text or in the 'country sheets'; we invite the reader to refer to the
tables in the Appendices  for information on specific data.

Care has been taken in monitoring and consolidating data by the authors, especially when
there were several sources for the same item of data.

› Data from CSR (Country status report) type sector analysis

Alongside comparative international data on education produced by the UNESCO Institute
for Statistics, sub-regional analysis uses complementary country statistical information
from CSR type sector diagnostic assessments already made or ongoing, especially for the
following countries: 
• West Africa: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Togo
• Central Africa: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo

and Chad
• East Africa: Burundi, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique and Rwanda
• Southern Africa: Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland 

› Other data

The bulk of macroeconomics data (GDP, GDP per capita, Government revenues as a per-
centage of GDP) are from the Word Bank (World development indicators 2005). The HDI
(Human Development Index) data come from the UNDP's Human development report pub-
lished in 2005. Data on HIV/AIDS prevalence are from the WHO/UNAIDS' report on the sit-
uation, published in 2005.

Data sources, definitions and conventions as to the calculation of indicators and
averages are to be found in Appendices 2 and 3.

UNESCO/BREDA publication number : ISBN.92-9091-089.5

Photography : © Thierry Bonnet 2005
www.thierrybonnet.com

Graphic design: M. Régis L'Hostis, By Reg’, Dakar
regdakar@sentoo.sn

Printing : Polykrome, Dakar

Translation French › English : Ms Marjorie Leach, Montpellier



Regional Office for Education in Africa

www.dakar.unesco.org

www.poledakar.org



The authors 

This report was drawn up within the Regional Office for Education in Africa (BREDA) by the Pôle
de Dakar for education sector analysis under the responsibility of Dr. Lalla Aïcha Ben Barka,
Director of BREDA. The Pôle de Dakar for education sector analysis (www.poledakar.org)
is a center of expertise attached to BREDA's LBE/DFU unit. Resulting from a partnership
between the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs and UNESCO, the Pôle de Dakar has been work-
ing since 2001 to support countries and technical and financial partners in the fields of educa-
tion system analysis, the development of strategies and the monitoring of education sector
policies.

The analysis, editorial and proofreading team was made up of:

› For the Pôle de Dakar for education sector analysis:

Mr Paul COUSTERE, Coordinator of the Pôle de Dakar for education sector analysis
Mr Kokou AMELEWONOU (Specialist in Education Policies)
Mr Mathieu BROSSARD (Specialist in Education Policies)
Ms Elsa DURET (Specialist in Education Policies)
Mr Borel Anicet FOKO TAGNE (Specialist in Education Policies)
Mr André Francis NAEM (Specialist in Education Policies)
Ms Laure PASQUIER-DOUMER (Specialist in Education Policies)
Mr Nicolas REUGE (Specialist in Education Policies)

› For the CREFEME in Rabat (Educational Evaluation and Management Research and Training
Centre at the Université Mohammed V Souissi in Rabat):

Mr Jean-Pierre JAROUSSE (Professor of Economics)

Acknowledgements

The BREDA management and the Pôle de Dakar editorial team gratefully acknowledge the
support of the following for their institutional, scientific, technical and financial contribution to
this report:

› UNESCO's headquarters in Paris, for their support in the BREDA/ Pôle de Dakar education
sector analysis's series of publications: Mr Koïchiro Matsuura, Director General of UNESCO,
Mr Noureini Tidjani-Serpos, Assistant Director General for Africa, and Mr Peter Smith,
Assistant Director of Education ; The department for bilateral government financing: Mr Akio
Arata, head of department, and Ms Isabelle de Billy, programme specialist;

› The permanent Delegation of France to UNESCO, for their continued support to the work of
the Pôle de Dakar education sector analysis team : Mr Jean Guéguinou, French Ambassador,
Mr Guillaume Rousson, deputy permanent delegate, and Ms Helene Sekutowicz, second sec-
retary;

› The French Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Paris, for their financial support in preparing the
report: Mr Jean-Christophe Deberre, Director of Development Policies, Mr Serge Tomasi,
Deputy Director, Ms Sandrine Boucher, Assistant Director for sectoral policies, and Mr Alain
Dhersigny, head of the Bureau for education policies and vocational insertion, and his team,
especially Mr Jean-Claude Mantes and Mr Jacques Malpel;

› The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) in Montreal, with which a special partnership was
established in order to benefit from the most recent data at the time of publication: Mr
Hendrik Van Der Pol, Director, and his team, particularly Mr Michael Bruneforth, Ms Rosario
Garcia Calderon, Ms Alison Kennedy, Mr Albert Motivyears, Ms Pascale Ratovondrahona and
Ms Sally Sibo;

› The World Bank (Africa Region) in Washington for their technical support, especially the shar-
ing of data: Ms Jee-Peng Tan, principal advisor, Mr Alain Mingat, lead economist and
Mr Ramahatra Rakotomalala, senior economist;

› The Conference of Ministers of Education for Francophone countries (CONFEMEN) in Dakar,
for the sharing of data and quality analysis: Ms Adiza Hima, Secretary General, Mr Pierre
Varly, head of the Programme for the Analysis of Education Systems in CONFEMEN countries
(PASEC), and all his team, especially Mr Kenneth Houngbedji;

› All those involved at country level, in the Ministries of Education and the administrations
involved in producing the Country Status Reports (CSR) and all the national teams and inter-
national experts who work with the Pôle de Dakar and who are too numerous to be mentioned
individually here; 

› The following individuals : Ms Marjorie Leach, translator (Montpellier, France) ; Mr Régis L'Hostis,
graphic designer (Dakar, Senegal).





CONTENTS 8
FOREWORD 10
READING GUIDE 11

NORTH AFRICA 12
Educational pyramid for North Africa 14-15
North Africa profile 16-17

The situation of education systems in North Africa 18
Disparities in terms of results with regard to the EFA objectives 18
Disparities in terms of education policies 19
Conclusion : challenges for the North Africa region 20

• Pyramids and country profiles North Africa 22
Algéria 22-23
Egypt 24-25
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 26-27
Morocco 28-29
Sudan 30-31
Tunisia 32-33

WEST AFRICA 34
Educational pyramid for West Africa 36-37
West Africa profile 38-39

The situation of education systems in West Africa 40
Disparities in terms of results with regard to the EFA objectives 40
Disparities in terms of education policies 41
Conclusion : challenges for the West Africa sub-region 44

• Pyramids and country profiles West Africa 46
Benin 46-47
Burkina Faso 48-49
Cape Verde 50-51
Côte d'Ivoire 52-53
The Gambia 54-55
Ghana 56-57
Guinea 58-59
Guinea-Bissau 60-61
Liberia 62-63
Mali 64-65
Mauritania 66-67
Niger 68-69
Nigeria 70-71
Senegal 72-73
Sierra Leone 74-75
Togo 76-77

CENTRAL AFRICA 78
Educational pyramid for Central Africa 80-81
Profile Central Africa 82-83

The situation of education systems in Central Africa 84
Disparities in terms of results with regard to the EFA objectives 84
Disparities in terms of education policies 85
Conclusion : challenges for the Central Africa sub-region 88

• Pyramids and country profiles Central Africa 90
Angola 90-91
Cameroon 92-93
Congo 94-95
Gabon 96-97
Equatorial Guinea 98-99
Central African Republic 100-101
Democratic Republic of Congo 102-103
Sao Tome and Principe 104-105
Chad 106-107



EAST AFRICA 108
Educational pyramid for East Africa 110-111
Profile East Africa 112-113

The situation of education systems in East Africa 114
Disparities in terms of results with regard to the EFA objectives 114
Disparities in terms of education policies 115
Conclusion : challenges for the East Africa region 117

• Pyramids and country profiles East Africa 120
Burundi 120-121
Comoros 122-123
Djibouti 124-125
Eritrea 126-127
Ethiopia 128-129
Kenya 130-131
Madagascar 132-133
Malawi 134-135
Mauritius 136-137
Mozambique 138-139
Uganda 140-141
United Republic of Tanzania 142-143
Rwanda 144-145
Seychelles 146-147
Somalia 148-149
Zambia 150-151
Zimbabwe 152-153

SOUTHERN AFRICA 154
Educational pyramid for Southern Africa 156-157
Profile Southern Africa 158-159

The situation of education systems in Southern Africa 160
Disparities in terms of results with regard to the EFA objectives 160
Disparities in terms of education policies 161
Conclusion : Challenges for the region of Southern Africa 164

• Pyramids and country profiles Southern Africa 166
South Africa 166-167
Botswana 168-169
Lesotho 170-171
Namibia 172-173
Swaziland 174-175

APPENDICES 176
APPENDIX 1 : PYRAMID AND PROFILE AFRICA 178-179
APPENDIX 2 : HOW TO READ THE INDICATORS AND GRAPHS 180
Educational pyramids 180
Profiles countries, regions and Africa 182
Indicators mentioned in the text and not included in the country profiles 184

APPENDIX 3 : STATISTICAL RECAP TABLES 190
APPENDIX 4 : LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 196

BIBLIOGRAPHY 197

contents



Last year, at the time of the fifth anniversary of the Dakar World Education Forum, the
UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Africa (BREDA) contributed a 2005 edition
to the series of monitoring reports (started in 2002); the sub-title « Paving the Way

for Action » indicated the ambition, beyond that of a status report, to be used directly for
evaluating educational policy choices in reference to the Dakar objectives.

A comprehensive report of that type will come out every two years, and in the interim
BREDA will publish an intermediary report centred on statistics. “Dakar + 6” is the first of
the intermediary reports to be published.

Indeed it seemed important not only to update statistical information already presented
last year, but also to present and comment upon same per sub-region. This means that
the reader can « zoom in » on any one country in reference not only to Africa as a whole,
but also in relation to neighbouring countries, where realities are often more comparable.
It also means that it is possible to extend the analysis of specific situations to a group of
countries, which greatly benefits the consideration being given to the challenges of
regional integration in Africa.

With both the main report and the intermediary report, BREDA also hopes to make a
useful contribution to the implementation of the African Union's second decade for
education. Moreover, the present report is published to coincide with the launch of this
new decade by the COMEDAF  in Maputo in September 2006.

Beyond that date, this report is only of use for the countries themselves (governments
and civil society) and for external partners involved in the discussion on educational
policies. One of the aims is to make up for the relative handicap of some key partners
(members of parliament and non-governmental organizations, etc.) regarding access to
basic data.

BREDA would like to extend its special thanks to the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs,
as the major human and financial contributor to this report, and the UNESCO Institute for
Statistics (UIS), as the main source of basic data. We hope that this support will continue
and be extended to other partners, to enable BREDA pursue and fulfil even better its
mandate with the African States.

I hope that all our readers will find material in these pages to fuel their reflection and guide
their choices!

Dr. Lalla Aïcha Ben Barka
Director of UNESCO/BREDA
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Reader’s guide

The following explanations as to the logic and plan of the
report, will facilitate its reading.

The comparative and empirical approach used in this report
is that used in the earlier Pôle de Dakar education sector
analysis reports, and based on the latest available data on
African education systems.

This year, the report adopts a sub-regional perspective within
the African continent. The grouping of countries per sub-
region (North Africa, West Africa, Central Africa, East Africa
and Southern Africa) is that of the United Nations Population
Division, the international institution with a mandate to supply
demographic data for all countries worldwide. This grouping
has been preferred to the one of the African Union list of eco-
nomic entities since those entities present overlaps (some
countries belong to several entities). Another reason of our
choice has to do with the high number of those entities
(between 8 and 10) that would have made difficult the reading
of this report. The body of the report is therefore organized
per sub-region, and each sub-regional section can be read as
an independent entity or complementary to the others.

Each sub-regional section includes:

•  A contextual introduction which introduces the sub-
region in economic, demographic and human development
terms and in relation to the HIV/AIDS pandemic,

•  The global educational pyramid for the sub-region
(schematizing school coverage at the different levels of
education and the pupil transition rate between levels) and
a one-page interpretation of same,

•  The overall profile of the sub-region setting out the
most important indicators according to a comparative
approach (average value of the sub-region in reference to
the overall African average and minimum and maximum val-
ues for countries making up the region),

•  A descriptive section setting out i) the results with
regard to the EFA objectives, ii) ongoing education poli-
cies and iii) challenges for the sub-region, with the pres-
entation of averages as well as disparities from country to
country and,

•  Educational pyramids and individual profiles for the
countries making up the sub-region.

In addition, the Appendices to be found at the end of the
report contain i) the educational pyramid and profile sheet for
the continent as a whole (Appendix 1), ii) a detailed explana-
tion on the method of calculation for the indicators and data
sources (Appendix 2), iii) statistical recap tables which pro-
vide the data and their sources with an entry per indicator
(Appendix 3) and iv) the list of abbreviations and acronyms
used in the report (Appendix 4). 

For any further questions, the editorial team can be contacted
by e-mail at: poledakar@poledakar.org

Happy reading !
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