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Item 12.d of the Provisional Agenda:

Number of files that can be treated in the 2014 and 2015 cycles
	Summary

In conformity with paragraph 33 of the Operational Directives, the Committee is to determine two years beforehand, in accordance with the available resources and its capacity, the number of files that can be treated in the course of the two following cycles. A decision is proposed to that effect.
Decision required: paragraph 9


1. Paragraph 33 of the Operational Directives, as amended by the General Assembly at its fourth session in June 2012 (Resolution 4.GA 5), states that ‘The Committee determines two years beforehand, in accordance with the available resources and its capacity, the number of files that can be treated in the course of the two following cycles. This ceiling shall apply to the set of files comprising nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, proposals of programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention and International Assistance requests greater than US$25,000.’ The Committee is therefore called upon to determine the number of such files that can be treated for the 2014 and 2015 cycles.
2. The Committee cannot predict the distribution of files between the two Lists, the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices and International Assistance. It is called upon to determine an overall number of such files. In so doing, it may also wish to take into account the anticipated number of files that it will examine each year for other processes such as the periodic reports of States Parties on their implementation of the Convention and the status of elements inscribed on the Representative List as well as their periodic reports on the status of elements inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List. In 2014 or 2015 the Committee will also begin to examine the renewal or non-renewal of relations with 97 non-governmental organizations accredited by the General Assembly in 2010, in conformity with paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives.
3. The situation of recent and future sessions can be summarized as follows:
	Examined by the Committee
	6th session (2011)
	7th session (2012)
	8th session (2013)
	9th session (2014)
	10th session (2015)

	Nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List
	23
	8
	15
	
	

	Register of Best Safeguarding Practices
	12
	2
	3
	
	

	Requests for International Assistance
	4
	10
	5
	
	

	Nominations to the Representative List
	49
	36
	38
	
	

	Subtotal, nominations
	88
	56
	61
	
	

	Periodic reports of States Parties
	6
	16
	47
	19
	20

	Reports on USL elements
	
	
	1
	12
	4

	Renewal of relations with NGOs
	
	
	
	97
	

	Subtotal, reports, NGOs
	6
	16
	48
	128
	24

	Total
	94
	72
	109
	
	

	Number of working days
	7
	5
	
	
	


4. For the 2013 cycle, the Secretariat has treated 61 files submitted for the four processes mentioned in paragraph 33 of the Operational Directives, 52 of which have been treated according to the rule of endeavouring to examine at least one file per submitting State (paragraph 34) and the remaining 9 of which have been treated in conformity with priority (i) of that same paragraph.
5. Paragraph 33 of the Operational Directives calls for the Committee to determine the number of nomination files based upon the available resources and its capacity. Given that nominations, proposals and requests for the 2014 cycle will be due on 31 March 2013, the Committee may therefore wish to note that the human resources of the Secretariat have been reduced since its 6th session in 2011 in the context of the financial constraints confronting the Organization since that time, and further reductions are expected at the end of 2012 and during 2013, as several secondment or loan arrangements reach their scheduled ends.
6. With regard to its own capacity, the Committee’s experience during its sixth session was that a seven-day session did not permit it to examine 88 nomination files and complete all of its other business. By the time the current item comes before the Committee during its seventh session, it will have a better idea if a five-day session is sufficient for it to examine 56 files and complete the other items on its agenda. It should be expected that the other business of the Committee will continue to require its attention during its ninth session in 2014 and tenth session in 2015. 

7. The capacities of the Committee’s advisory bodies – the Subsidiary Body and Consultative Body – are also limited. In the 2011 and 2012 cycles, five days of meetings for each body were not enough to evaluate all of the files (88 and 56 respectively) except with extended night sessions.
8. Consequently, the Secretariat proposes for the Committee’s consideration that the number of files to be treated in the course of the 2014 and 2015 cycles be set at 60 each year. On the basis of recent experience, this figure should allow the Committee to examine at least one file per submitting State. Should there be fewer than 60 files after applying the principle of one file per submitting State, it may be possible to examine a second file according to the priorities set out in paragraph 34 of the Operational Directives. It will be important to avoid differential treatment of submitting States Parties whose second files all share the same priority. If for instance there were 57 files after applying the one-per-country principle, and another 5 files that all had equal priority under paragraph 34 (i), it would be difficult to choose only 3 to be treated. The Committee may therefore wish to confer upon the Secretariat some flexibility in order to avoid introducing such differential treatment.
9. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 7.COM 12.d
The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/12/7.COM/12.d,

2. Recalling paragraphs 33 and 34 of the Operational Directives,

3. Considering that its capacities to examine files during a session are limited, as are the capacities of its advisory bodies, and that the available resources – notably the human resources of the Secretariat – are unlikely to increase in the near or medium term,
4. Decides that in the course of the 2014 and 2015 cycles, the number of nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, proposals of programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention and International Assistance requests greater than US$25,000 that can be treated is determined to be 60;
5. Invites States Parties to take the present decision into account when submitting files for the 2014 or 2015 cycle;

6. Requests the Secretariat, when applying paragraph 34 of the Operational Directives to the files received for the 2014 cycle, to make every effort to treat at least one file per submitting State, while applying the priorities set out in that paragraph as equitably as possible, and therefore further decides that the Secretariat may exercise some flexibility, if that would permit greater equity among submitting States with equal priority under paragraph 34;
7. Further requests the Secretariat to report to it at its eighth session on the number of files submitted for the 2014 cycle and its experience applying the Operational Directives and the present decision.
