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Item 13 of the Provisional Agenda:

Modalities and methods to facilitate the contribution of 
non-governmental organizations from developing countries 
	Summary

In its Decision 4.COM 10, the Committee called for further deliberation on the modalities and methods to facilitate the contribution of NGOs from developing countries, requesting the Secretariat to prepare a Plan of Action to facilitate that contribution and a funding plan to support the participation of such NGOs at Committee sessions. The present document reports on the Secretariat’s efforts and presents the requested plans.
Decision required: paragraph 13


1. At its fourth session in Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates), from 28 September to 2 October 2009, the Committee continued to discuss a topic that has marked virtually every one of its sessions: the modalities and methods to facilitate the contribution of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), particularly those from developing countries, to the implementation of the Convention. 
2. Committee members noted at that time, as they had previously, that NGOs with recognized competence in the fields of intangible cultural heritage and therefore apt to be accredited to provide advisory services to the Convention, in accordance with Article 9 of the Convention, are not necessarily to be found evenly distributed among the countries and regions of the world. If the Committee is to respect the principle of equitable geographic representation in seeking advisory services, it must be able to call upon a geographically broad pool of accredited NGOs. This question takes on new importance with the revision of the Operational Directives during the third session of the General Assembly in June 2010, when a new mechanism of a Consultative Body was introduced, on an experimental basis, to examine nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, proposals of programmes, projects and activities for the Register of Best Practices, and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000 (Paragraph 26 of the Directives, as adopted in Resolution 3.GA 5).
3. At its present session, the Committee will appoint members to that Consultative Body (Document ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/9) and will evaluate requests for accreditation from non-governmental organizations (ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/12). In its Decision 4.COM 10, the Committee requested the Secretariat to ‘disseminate information about the Convention and the procedures for requesting accreditation, in particular among non-governmental organizations from developing countries’. That dissemination effort has seen positive results: an additional seven organizations headquartered in African countries are to be evaluated for accreditation at this session (joining five already accredited by the General Assembly). However, only a single organization from an Arab State is among the 32 NGOs that have submitted requests conforming to the criteria for accreditation. Electoral Group II similarly numbers only four accredited NGOs and two more to be evaluated at this session. There is thus an ongoing need to increase the number of NGOs from developing countries and under-represented regions that can be accredited by the General Assembly in order that the Committee will be able to call upon them in the future to serve in an advisory capacity in the context of the Consultative Body. 
4. At the fourth session, Committee members also noted that the contribution of NGOs to the implementation of the Convention is not limited to the few who will provide advisory services to the Committee, but that in fact a much larger and recurrent role for NGOs lies in the implementation of the Convention at the national level. Accreditation is by no means a prerequisite for an organization to contribute effectively to the work of safeguarding or the implementation of the Convention. The Committee nevertheless recognized its obligation to encourage greater participation of NGOs in national implementation. To that end, the Committee in Decision 4.COM 10 called upon the Secretariat to ‘organize in 2010 workshops and local meetings for NGOs from under-represented regions aimed at facilitating the contribution of non-governmental organizations from developing countries’.
5. At that same session, the delegation of Gabon invited the Secretariat to organize such a workshop in Gabon during 2010; funds for that purpose from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund were allocated by the Bureau of the Committee when it met on 27 November 2009. Regrettably, scheduling difficulties made it impossible to organize the Gabon workshop in 2010. The Secretariat has now received a formal invitation from the Gabonese authorities and looks forward to finding a mutually agreeable time to organize an NGO workshop in 2011. At its meeting on 25 October 2010, the Bureau is asked to allocate funds from the ICH Fund for organizing this workshop.
6. The Secretariat participated actively in a workshop, ‘The role of NGOs in implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of ICH’, organized in Talinn, Estonia from 2 to 4  September 2010 by the National Commission for UNESCO and Ministry of Culture. Approximately 50 participants from nine countries, primarily representatives of NGOs and most of them from under-represented countries of Electoral Group II, received an introduction to the Convention, exchanged experiences of safeguarding ICH by their respective organizations, and discussed establishing a sub-regional network of NGOs active in the field. The workshop benefitted from a small subvention from UNESCO’s Regular Programme, and the materials generated for the workshop will be utilized in developing other training and capacity-building materials for future workshops.
7. In the same Decision 4.COM 10, the Committee called upon States Parties to ‘send written comments on the modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of non-governmental organizations from developing countries’. In response, 26 States Parties submitted such comments, available on the website of the Convention (http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/5COM/), and including a wealth of creative strategies and suggestions for increasing the involvement and participation of NGOs at both the national and international levels.
8. The comments from 26 States Parties were diverse and wide-ranging. Commenting States concurred that the existing criteria for accreditation were by and large satisfactory, although several suggested that all requests for accreditation should be filtered or endorsed by governmental authorities (a requirement the Committee had rejected, when it debated the criteria for accreditation at its first extraordinary session 1.EXT.COM, as inconsistent with the principles of UNESCO’s relations with civil society). Many comments stressed the importance of an inclusive accreditation process, and a wide dissemination of information about the criteria and procedures for accreditation. A number of States emphasized that a primary role of NGOs was in safeguarding at the local and community level, and thus in implementation of the Convention at the national level. To that end, efforts should be encouraged to provide reliable funding streams to support NGO activities, several States commented. 
9. Commenting States Parties also emphasized the importance of networking among NGOs, and many stressed the need to strengthen the capacities of NGOs in developing countries, pointing to the proposed NGO workshops as an important measure in this regard. Several suggested a system of twinning or partnering between established NGOs and those with less experience or fewer resources. One State proposed a ‘solidarity fund’ through which States Parties could provide resources – both material and technical – to NGOs in developing countries. A number of States Parties commented that in seeking advisory services, the Committee should not restrict itself to accredited NGOs but should also utilize experts, institutes, centres of expertise, and others (as has been provided in the new mechanism of the Consultative Body). 
10. The Secretariat has continued to devote its efforts to disseminating information about the Convention among NGOs and to encouraging their networking. The Secretariat has created a Facebook page to provide an open platform where communities, organizations, institutions and individuals interested in the safeguarding of ICH can share information. More than 200 users have joined the page. In addition to the NGO workshop mentioned above, the Secretariat has heeded the suggestion of NGOs attending the Abu Dhabi meeting and has organized, on the day preceding the Committee’s fifth session, a Forum on the Contribution of Civil Society and NGOs to the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and to the Rapprochement of Cultures. Organized in the framework of 2010, International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures, this forum aims to reinforce the capacities and to consolidate partnerships among NGOs, especially in Africa. With the generous assistance of the Government of Hungary, ten African NGOs (five already accredited, and five among those to be evaluated for accreditation at the present session) have been invited to attend the Forum and the Committee’s fifth session. The Secretariat has also organized a live webcast of the present session so that NGOs and civil society organizations that are not able to come to Nairobi may nevertheless follow the debates of the Committee.
11. Finally, in Decision 4.COM 10 the Committee requested the Secretariat to ‘prepare a funding plan for encouraging financial and logistical support for non-governmental organizations from developing countries to participate at Committee sessions, with funds from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund’. Of the 26 States that submitted written comments, five endorsed the proposal to provide funding support for NGOs to participate in Committee sessions. One of these favoured the idea but noted the importance not only of geographic representation but also of various domains and fields of ICH, especially if funds are limited and only selected NGOs can be supported.
12. The Secretariat has consequently proposed a funding plan with two options, presented as an Annex to the draft decision below. In the first, a given percentage of the total resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund would be available to assist participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from developing countries. This would be reflected in the draft Plan for the use of the resources of the Fund to be examined by the Committee at its sixth session in November 2011, and proposed to the fourth session of the General Assembly in June 2012. In the second option, a dedicated sub-fund would be established within the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund to assist participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from developing countries. Those States Parties that wish to subvene such participation may then provide voluntary supplementary contributions to the Fund, leaving the primary resources of the Fund available to support safeguarding efforts. The plan also proposes a means of prioritizing this financial assistance (common to both options), in the event that requests exceed the resources available.
13. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 5.COM 13
The Committee,
1. Having examined Document  ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/13,
2. Recalling Resolution 2.GA 6 and Decisions 3.COM 9 and 4.COM 10,
3. Thanks the States Parties that responded to its invitation to send written comments on the modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of non-governmental organizations from developing countries;
4. Takes note of the actions undertaken by the Secretariat to disseminate information about the Convention and the procedures for requesting accreditation, in particular among non-governmental organizations from developing countries, and invites it to continue such actions;
5. Takes note of the NGO workshop recently organized by the Estonian authorities and of the invitation received from the Gabonese authorities for a workshop to be organized in 2011, and commends both States Parties for their initiatives in this respect;
6. Adopts the funding plan, annexed to this decision, as amended;
OPTION A
7. Requests the Secretariat to include a budget line ‘to assist participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from developing countries’ in the draft Plan for the use of the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund that it presents to the Committee at its sixth session, and proposes to allocate XX% of the resources of the Fund to this purpose.
OPTION B
7. Decides to establish a dedicated sub-fund, within the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, to be used to assist participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from developing countries;

8. Authorizes the Secretariat to use any funds contributed to the sub-fund, upon receipt and in accordance with the applicable financial regulations, for this purpose; 

9. Invites States Parties to provide voluntary supplementary contributions to the sub-fund.
ANNEX
Funding plan for encouraging financial and logistical support for non-governmental organizations from developing countries to participate at Committee sessions

OPTION A:

1. The Secretariat, in the draft Plan for the use of the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund that it presents to the Committee at its sixth session, shall include a budget line ‘to assist participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from developing countries’ and in the draft Plan shall allocate XX% of the resources of the Fund to this purpose.
OPTION B:

1. The Committee shall establish a dedicated sub-fund, within the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, to be used to assist participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing accredited NGOs from developing countries, and shall invite States Parties to provide voluntary supplementary contributions to the sub-fund.
OPTION A and OPTION B:
2. Accredited non-governmental organizations from developing countries are eligible to request assistance with the costs of their participation in the sessions of the Committee, but only for persons who are experts in intangible cultural heritage.
3. Requests for assistance to participate in the meetings of the Committee should reach the Secretariat at least four weeks before the session concerned. Such requests shall be considered within the limits of available resources, in increasing order of GNP per capita of the country in which the non-governmental organization is domiciled.

4. As a rule, the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund [or sub-fund] shall not finance more than one representative per non-governmental organization.

5. If requests are received from multiple NGOs domiciled in a single country, requests shall be considered with a view towards ensuring a wide representation of the domains and fields of intangible cultural heritage.

