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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
 SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Nairobi, Kenya
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Item 9 of the Provisional Agenda:

 Establishment of a consultative body for the examination in 2011 of nominations for inscription on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, proposals for the register of best practices and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000, and adoption of its terms of reference
	Summary

The examination of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List, proposals for the register of best practices and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000 shall be accomplished by a consultative body of the Committee to be established in accordance with Rule 20 of its Rules of Procedure. This document proposes the establishment of such a consultative body.
Decision required: paragraph 8


1. By virtue of paragraph 26 of the Operational Directives, as amended by the General Assembly at its third session in June 2010 (Resolution 3.GA 5), examination of nominations for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List referred to in Article 17 of the Convention, of proposals for the register of best practices referred to in Article 18 and of requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000 shall be accomplished, on an experimental basis, by a consultative body of the Committee established in accordance with Article 8.3 of the Convention as well as Rule 20 of its Rules of Procedure. 
2. The Operational Directives further indicate that ‘the Committee shall select six independent experts and six accredited NGOs as members of the Consultative Body at each session, taking into consideration equitable geographical representation and various domains of intangible cultural heritage. The duration of office of a member of the Consultative Body shall not exceed 24 months. Every year, the Committee shall renew half of the members of the Consultative Body’. 
3. According to Article 8.3 of the Convention, the Committee may establish, on a temporary basis, whatever ad hoc consultative bodies it deems necessary to carry out its task. Further, Rule 20.2 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure provides that the Committee shall define the composition and the terms of reference (including mandate and duration of office) of such ad hoc consultative bodies at the time of their establishment. Annex 1 to the draft decision accordingly proposes a set of terms of reference for such a body, including its mandate and duration. In order to conform to the Rules of Procedure, the duration of the Consultative Body is limited to a single year, but when it establishes a second Consultative Body next year at its sixth session, the Committee should re-appoint half of the members of the first body in conformity with the Operational Directives.
4. According to the Operational Directives adopted by the General Assembly at its second session in June 2008, the deadline for submission of nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding was 31 March 2010. Similarly, the deadline for proposals for the register of best practices was 1 March 2010, and that for requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000 was 1 May 2010. By these respective deadlines, the Secretariat received 31 nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List, 15 proposals for the register of best practices and eight requests for international assistance from States Parties. In addition, two nominations submitted for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2009 remained incomplete at the deadline of 1 September 2009 and are thus proposed for examination and evaluation for the 2011 cycle. Consequently, the following files are to be examined by the Consultative Body for the 2011 cycle:

	Electoral group
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V (a)
	V (b)
	Total

	Nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List
	0
	2
	4
	20
	4
	3
	33

	Proposals for the register of best practices
	5
	2
	6
	1
	0
	1
	15

	Requests for international assistance 
	0
	0
	3
	3
	2
	0
	8

	Total
	5
	4
	13
	24
	6
	4
	56


5. In conformity with paragraph 26 of the 2010 Operational Directives, the Secretariat proceeded to identify candidate experts and accredited NGOs that the Committee might potentially wish to appoint to the Consultative Body. Taking into account the principle of equitable geographical representation, the Committee may wish to appoint two entities from each electoral group to serve on the Body to arrive at the total of six independent experts and six accredited NGOs. The Committee may appoint two experts from one electoral group and two NGOs from another, as long as the overall balance and distribution are achieved. The Committee is also to consider equity among the various domains of intangible cultural heritage in its appointment of members to the Body.
6. The Secretariat has consequently identified at least two candidate experts from each electoral group and at least two candidate NGOs from each electoral group, except for the case of electoral group V (b) where only a single NGO has been accredited. The names of the candidate experts and accredited NGOs are provided in Annex 2 to this document, together with a brief characterization of their respective competence and the domain(s) in which they have experience. As can be seen, most of the candidates have broad experience in several of the domains of the intangible cultural heritage stipulated in Article 2.2 of the Convention.
7. Prior to presenting these names of potential members of the Consultative Body to the Committee, the Secretariat contacted the candidates to inform them of the nature of task, the time schedule and the draft terms of reference annexed to the present document (Annex 1). The Secretariat confirms that they are available in principle to carry out the required work, if the Committee should decide to appoint them. 
8. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 5.COM 9
The Committee,

1. Having examined document ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/9, 

2. Recalling Chapter V as well as Articles 17 and 18 of the Convention, 
3. Further recalling paragraph 26 of the Operational Directives,
4. Establishes a consultative body for the examination in 2011 of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List, of proposals for the register of best practices and of requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000 and adopts its terms of reference as presented in the annex to this Decision, in accordance with Rule 20 of its Rules of Procedure; 
5. Appoints the following experts and accredited NGOs as the members of the Consultative Body:
Independent experts

XXXX
XXXX

XXXX
XXXX

XXXX

XXXX

Accredited NGOs
XXXX

XXXX

XXXX

XXXX

XXXX

XXXX

Annex 1

	Terms of Reference of the Consultative Body on the examination of 
nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List, proposals for the register of best practices and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000

	The consultative body, 

	1.
	Shall be composed of six independent experts and six accredited NGOs selected taking into consideration equitable geographical representation and various domains of intangible cultural heritage; 

	2. 
	Shall elect its Chairperson and, if necessary, its Rapporteur;  

	3.
	Shall hold private meetings in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee;

	4.
	Shall be responsible for the examination of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List, proposals for the register of best practices and requests for international assistance greater than US$25,000, in conformity with the relevant paragraphs of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention. It shall, in particular, include in its examination:

	
	a.
	an assessment of the conformity of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List with its inscription criteria as provided in Chapter I.1 of the Operational Directives; including an assessment of the viability of the element and of the feasibility and sufficiency of the safeguarding plan, and an assessment of the risks of its disappearing, as provided in Paragraph 27 of the Operational Directives;

	
	b.
	as assessment of the conformity of proposals for the register of best practices with its selection criteria as provided in Chapter I.3 of the Operational Directives;

	
	c.
	as assessment of the conformity of requests for international assistance with the selection criteria as provided in Chapter I.4 of the Operational Directives;

	
	d.
	a recommendation to the Committee to inscribe or not to inscribe the nominated element on the Urgent Safeguarding List; to select or not to select the proposal for the register of best practices; or to approve or not to approve the international assistance request; 

	5.
	Shall provide the Committee with an overview of all files and a report of its examination;

	6.
	Shall cease to exist following submission to the sixth session of the Committee of the report of its examination of the files to be evaluated by the Committee in 2011. 


Annex 2

Potential members of the Consultative Body
Group I

1. Egil Sigmund BAKKA, Norway

As a specialist in traditional dance and other domains of intangible cultural heritage, Egil Bakka has undertaken extensive fieldwork in Norway, the Faroe Islands and Iceland. He holds a professorship in Dance Studies at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology and is Chair of the Committee for Traditional and Folk Costumes under the Norwegian Ministry of Culture and Church Affairs, as well as a member of several international boards and committees. He served the Committee as an examiner for a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2009.

2. Pablo CARPINTERO, Spain

Pablo Carpintero holds a Ph.D. in Biological Sciences from the University of Santiago de Compostela. He is a senior coordinator of ‘Proxecto RONSEL: Safeguarding plan of the intangible cultural heritage of Galicia’ and the author of the Catalogue of traditional musical instruments of Galicia. He is also a member of the board of the Association of Galician Pipers, where he develops projects for the safeguarding and dissemination of traditional music, including workshops for manufacturing and repairing traditional musical instruments.

3. Maison des cultures du monde (NGO-90098), France

Created in 1982 to promote cultural exchange programs between France and other countries throughout the world, the Maison des cultures du monde aims at promoting exchanges and dialogue between cultural expressions and identities throughout the world, in particular by hosting cultural manifestations. The organization is internationally recognized for its field work and expertise in the area of cultural programming (shows, concerts, rituals, performances, meetings, exhibitions, etc.), in particular in the context of the annual Festival of the Imaginary.

4. International Society for Ethnology and Folklore (NGO-90013), Netherlands

As an international scholarly organization numbering more than 350 members, International Society for Ethnology and Folklore (SIEF) facilitates cooperation among scholars working within European Ethnology, Folklore Studies and adjoining fields and stimulates research and documentation in these fields. This is done via international congresses, scholarly working groups and smaller conferences and symposia. SIEF also draws scholars who work closely together with the communities of intangible cultural heritage in the various domains of the Convention, promoting an intensive interaction between academia and the intangible heritage practices (and practitioners) of daily life.
Group II
5. Dace BULA, Latvia

Dace Bula specializes in anthropology and ethnomusicology and serves at present as Deputy Director of the Institute of Literature, Folklore, and Art of the University of Latvia. She has published extensively on the intangible cultural heritage of Latvia (in particular folk songs). In 2006, she made an important contribution to the national policy paper of Ministry of Culture of Latvia for creating a national inventory of the intangible cultural heritage. Ms Bula served the Committee as an examiner for an international assistance request in 2010.

6. Rusudan TSURTSUMIA, Georgia

7. Rusudan Tsurtsumia is an ethnomusicologist specializing in traditional polyphonic singing in the Caucasus. She has overseen the creation of an inventory of Georgian traditional polyphony in her capacity as Head of the Tbilisi State Conservatory’s Research Center on Traditional Polyphony. She served the Committee as an examiner for a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2010.

8. Česká národopisná společnost / Société ethnologique tchèque (NGO-90140), 
Czech Republic

9. Česká národopisná společnost includes among its members advanced researchers in ethnology and related fields. It produces periodic reviews (the journal Narodopisny vestnik [Ethnology Bulletin] and occasional publications (books), maintains content-rich websites, organizes conferences and seminars as well as methodological training for its network. Its archives are used routinely by professionals, but also by communities trying to safeguard or revitalize their intangible cultural heritage.

10. CIOFF България / CIOFF Bulgaria (NGO-90060), Bulgaria

CIOFF Bulgaria, the national branch of CIOFF in Sofia, works for the safeguarding and dissemination of traditional culture through activities including promoting intangible heritage from all over the world, encouraging forms of expression such as dance, music, games, rituals, customs and other arts, and supporting and creating conditions for active cultural exchange.

Group III
11. Guillermo SEQUERA, Paraguay

Anthropologist Guillermo Sequera is Advisor to the Minister of Culture where he serves as anthropological coordinator of the Bioparque Guarani project. He was also Professor of Anthropology and Art at the Advanced Institute of Art at the Universidad Nacional de Asunción (UNA). In 1991, Mr Sequera was a founding member of a well recognized Association AXIAL, Nature & Culture. Among his research activities are the investigation and collection of oral traditions and Native American cultures in Paraguay.

12. Soledad MUJICA, Peru

As a communicator specializing in the promotion and diffusion of intangible cultural heritage, Soledad Mujica is Director of the Registry and Cultural Studies Department of the recently created Ministry of Culture of Peru and actively represented her government in the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage from 2006 to 2010. Author of many publications on traditional dance in Peru, she has more than thirty years experience in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage.

13. Fundación Erigaie / Erigaie Foundation (NGO-90155), Colombia
The Erigaie Foundation, established in 1991, is dedicated to safeguarding intangible heritage, in particular through identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection and enhancement. It disseminates knowledge on cultural heritage through written publications, databases, audio or visual media, exhibitions and lectures open to the public. The Erigaie Foundation served the Committee as an examiner for a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2010. 

14. Centro de Trabalho Indigenista – CTI (NGO-90174), Brazil

The Centro de Trabalho lndigenista is a well established national NGO founded in 1979. It works closely with indigenous communities, principally in Brazil, and assists them in various activities of safeguarding their traditional knowledge and practices in order to enhance the transmission. Some of its most important actions today are documentation and promotion of the Guarani culture.

Group IV
15. Rahul GOSWAMI, India

Rahul Goswami has a long working experience on issues related to sustainable development and indigenous peoples in India, South-East Asia and the Gulf region. An expert from the Goa Heritage Action Group, an accredited NGO working for rediscovering and rehabilitating cultural and social traditions, he was designated by them to serve the Committee as examiner of two nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List (in 2009 and 2010) and two international assistance requests (in 2009).     

16. Adi Meretui RATUNABUABUA, Fiji

As the principal cultural development officer at the Department of Culture and Heritage, Adi Meretui Ratunabuabua has played a key role in Fiji’s ratification of the Convention as well as the establishment and implementation of a national inventory of Fijian intangible cultural heritage. She also serves as Chairperson of the Pacific Island Museum Association, established as a regional forum in heritage management for professionals and institutions in the Pacific. 

17. International Council for Traditional Music (NGO-90009), Australia 
International Council for Traditional Music (ICTM), whose secretariat is in Canberra, includes a thousand members in more than a hundred countries. It aims to further the study, practice, documentation, preservation and dissemination of traditional music, including folk, popular, classical and urban music, and dance, of all countries. The Council organizes meetings, conferences, study groups and colloquia, maintains an active website and a membership directory and publishes journals and bulletins. It served the Committee as an examiner of a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2009.
18. Craft Revival Trust (NGO-90066), India

Craft Revival Trust (CRT), established in 1999, is a registered non-profit organization in New Delhi that works with crafts and craftspeople, endeavouring to build an information and knowledge infrastructure for the craft sector in South and South-East Asia. It has extensive experience with textile revitalization and promotion. Craft Revival Trust served the Committee as an examiner of two nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2009 and 2010.
Group V (a)
19. Susan KEITUMETSE, Botswana

Susan Keitumetse is Research Fellow in Cultural Heritage Tourism at the University of Botswana, Maun, and an expert in biocultural resource management, cultural heritage tourism, and environmental sciences. She has published on world heritage, intangible heritage and community perspectives on cultural tourism. She served the Committee as an examiner of a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List and an international assistance request, both in 2009.

20. Claudine-Augée ANGOUE, Gabon

Claudine-Augée Angoué is an anthropologist, professor at the Department of Sociology at the University Omar-Bongo of Gabon. From 2004 to 2007, she was a technical advisor to the Ministry of Culture and Arts and popular education and participated as a Gabonese representative in sessions of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
21. African Cultural Regeneration Institute – ACRI (NGO-90119), Kenya

African Cultural Regeneration Institute (ACRI) works to promote African culture through identifying relevant indigenous cultural values that Africa can use today for its own development. The efforts of ACRI are focussed especially on the Meru (Ameru) people of Kenya, concerning whom it has produced a number of publications, festivals and activities; it is particularly active in the field of education for Meru youth.

22. PROMETRA International (NGO-90010), Senegal

Organisation pour la promotion des médecines traditionnelles (PROMETRA) is headquartered in Dakar but includes members in 17 countries of Africa, functioning as a centre for cultural research and scientific diffusion and as an instrument for regional integration through revalorizing traditional medicine, ancient religions, indigenous knowledge and universal spirituality.

Group V (b)
23. Ayman KHOURY, Egypt

Ayman Khoury is the manager of the Folkloric Heritage Department of the Center for Documentation of Natural and Cultural Heritage (CULNAT). He started his carrier as a photographer and became a specialist in the documentation of Egyptian cultural heritage, especially intangible cultural heritage. He was involved in the elaboration and implementation of the safeguarding plan of the Al-Sirah Al-Hilaliyyah Epic (inscribed in 2008 on the Representative List) and is now participating in the MEDLIHER project that aims at strengthening the implementation of the Convention in the Mediterranean area.

24. Abderrahman AYOUB, Tunisia

Abderrahman Ayoub is a researcher currently in charge of the Intangible Heritage Institute of Tunisia. He holds a Ph.D. in Linguistics and has been conducting research for many years on oral literature, ethnography and arts in Maghreb. He is the author of many publications and has recently been working on safeguarding traditional games in Tunisia. 

25. Hani HAYAJNEH, Jordan

26. Specializing in Near Eastern Cultures and Languages, Hani Hayajneh is a professor at the faculty of Archaeology and Anthropology at Yarmouk University in Irbid, Jordan. He also serves as Director of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Center of Al-Hussein Bin Talal University. He has published a number of research papers, books and articles on intangible cultural heritage, on its safeguarding and on the impact of tourism on heritage sites in Jordan. He has also been involved in national activities for raising awareness and safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage. He is now participating in the MEDLIHER project that aims at strengthening the implementation of the Convention in the Mediterranean area.
27. جمعية لقاءات للتربية والثقافات / Association Cont’Act pour l’éducation et les cultures 
(NGO-90074), Morocco  
L’Association Cont’Act pour l’éducation et les cultures was created by professors, researchers and artists to promote cultural heritage and popular arts in Morocco through education of young people. It focuses on transmission of cultural and tradition values, conducting research on oral traditions throughout Morocco and organizing festivals on popular arts and traditions that gather communities from the Maghreb and Middle East.

