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To Whom It May Concern

The Egyptian Society for Folk Traditions (ESFT) appreciates the efforts made to register the
element of the “date palm” with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) due to the important role played by this element on the cultural and
craft level. To do so, the ESFT cooperates with the Folkloric Art & Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee at the Supreme Cultural Council, media corporations and Cultural Development
Fund of the Ministry of Culture and a number of date palm cultivation supervisors as well as
date palm related products skilled trade workers. Moreover, the Cultural Development Fund
of the Egyptian Ministry of Culture opens its creativity centers to provide date palm related
products in order to provide support and secure the continuity of date palm related crafts and
ensure that the community awareness about them is raised.

We hope that such efforts made would continue to maintain such excellent art and protect it
from annihilation. The Egyptian Society for Folk Traditions (ESFT) is a national society that is
registered with Ministry of Social Security under reference number 1434 for the year of 2000
and it is also registered with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) under reference number (90182:7606), and it was elected at the
international government committee meeting in 2016. This took place at the Addis Ababa
meeting for file assessment membership submitted by the member states to be registered in
the intangible cultural heritage lists. It is also registered with the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) under reference number (WO/GA/34/9-2008) as it is one of the
expertise houses specialized in the cultural heritage.

Sincerely yours,

Prof. Ahmed Ali Mursi

Chairman of the Society

47 Soliman Gowhar St. Dokki Giza, Egypt Tel: 02 37624409 Fax: 02 37626702
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SOSAL (LOGO)

To who it may concern

Dhafira SOSAL Center for Handicrafts Design & Marketing, in Oasis Al Dakhla, is interested in handicrafts and
Intangible Heritage of Egypt, and highly appreciates efforts made to register the heritage of Egypt on UNESCO
Lists. Moreover, it highly appreciates paying attention to females and males craft workers and featuring their
central role in the conservation of heritage by delivering handcrafts and presenting its associated traditions,
which contributes to safeguarding the identity of local residents in Egypt oasis, Sahara and rural areas. The
society is supporting craft workers in the field of Handerafts using Palm-based products, presenting its
products/items attributed to them, and marketing internally and externally with happiness. Also highly
appreciates efforts to register and inscribe the Palm and associated practices and crafts on the UNESCO lists.
Both residents and crafts workers work hard to register their traditions and its diverse elements as Human

Heritage, which will greatly pay more attention and marketing their handicrafts products.

Signature:
(Signed)

Information of the society:

Tarde register 3858
Date of establishment: 15/6/2010
Activities: safeguarding Egyptian Palm-based handicrafts and products

Designing & marketing Egyptian handicrafts products and environ mental products.
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Al Mona For Agricultural Development (LOGO)

To who it may concern

Al Mona For Agricultural Development Company - company register No. 87170, which has been working
with Palm Trees Farms (Nakhlati) and its products since 2008, has the honor that UNESCO registers “the
Palm tree ... Palm-related traditions, ritual uses, practices and knowledge” and inscribe it on the
Representive List of the Intangible International Heritage of Egypt, based upon the fact that Palm tree is a
long-standing tree in terms of the origin & heritage. Moreover, Palm is linked to a variety of handicrafts and
industrial trades in Egypt, employing large number of oasis, Delta and Sahara population. In addition, Egypt
takes the first place world-wide in cultivation of Palm, which makes us realizing and appreciating this

international respected heritage value.

With all due respect and appreciation ,,,
Chairman of the Board of Directors
Ahmad Hasan Abdul Majeed Al A'zab (signed)

Official seal of Al Mona For Agricultural Development

43 km Masr freeway www.siwafarm.com

Cairo—Alexandria desert road — Giza Governorate info@siwafarm.com
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To who it may concern

Jewel Factory for packing, and sealing Dates in Siwa Oasis, is pleased to register “the Palm tree and Palm-
related traditions, ritual uses, practices and knowledge” and inscribe it on the Representive List of the
Intangible International Heritage of Egypt. The factory is fully ready to provide the entity in charge of
developing the profile with necessary information on the palm tree, which may contribute to the success of
the profile. Due to our long experience (40 years) in the field of Dates in the oasis, in terms of collaboration
with Palm farmers, craftsmen working on Palm-based crafts. We have started working in the field of Dates
since 1979 following simple manners, then we developed the packages in 1985, and the factory was
established in 1991. The factory represented the first establishment instituted on Siwa Oasis lands to dry up
and package Dates using a scientific modern method, to produce new forms & designs of Dates packages. It is
registered under No. ( ). Itis an honor and a pleasure for us to register the Palm tree as an Egyptian

heritage honoring the Palm tree and Siwa Oasis.

Chairman of the Board of Directors
Ibrahim Salih Mohammed (signed)

Official seal of (Jewel Factory for packing, and sealing Dates & Developing Agricultural Crops)
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We consider Palm tree as our life, we have grown up realizing that Palm represent everything in Siwa, out of
which you may eat, drink, live, work, and produce handicrafts. Everyone has something to do with Palm in
Siwa, they growing the Palm, working in the water course, climbing the palm or working in one of the
factories of Palm and Fruit syrups, or working in one of the Palm Leaf Stalk’s artifacts, in “Oum Dhaif and

Jarra”

In Siwa, Dates are available throughout each and every house, in the house of the poor and the rich. Itis a
fundamental part of our life, we grow up knowing Dates. Our food includes a variety of Palm-based products,

Dates, Fruit syrups and even coffee our lovely drink.

Siwa has been considered the home of Date, Palm and Palm leaf stalk for a long time and will remain so.
Foreigners visit Siwa oasis because of its Palm trees and hot sands which are being used to cure the illnesses. |
just wish that people could realize the value of Palm, and that Siwa is the town of Palm. | strongly agree with

registering Palm tree as a part of Egypt Heritage.
Name: Fathi Fathi Asran, Danayin tribe elder
Signature: (signed)

ID number: 3300079

Name: Omar Abdallah Abu Bakr Rajih , The tribal elder of Awald Mosa

Signature: (signed)

ID number: 0 267 012433000760
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In Siwa, and at early ages when the baby starts to walk around, he knows the Palm tree well. He plays with its
leaf stalk and eats out of its Date. In Siwa, we eat, drink, play, be treated, work, sell and buy and make
everything out of Palm. God has given Siwa the Palm, salt and Dates as gifts in order to represent the most
important and beautiful place. Siwa’s people are fully aware of Palm tree significance, and consider ita
blessing of God and a source of livelihood, we in Siwa would like to register the heritage of Egypt in general

and of Siwa in particular.

Name: Basho Mohammed Omar

Signature: (signed)

ID number: 2580310633000390
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We in Siwa, are capable to utilize and leverage each and every part of the Palm tree. We consideritagiftand a
blessing from God as we have grown up knowing the Palm tree, realizing and appreciating its value. The
entire life of Siwa oasis is based upon Palm tree & Dates. We were raised understanding that Palm tree is the
mostimportant thing anyone may possess since it represents a wealth to be inherited to the coming
generation. We know the Palm tree by heart, we know how to take care of it and how to protect it from

diseases, in addition to its Dates, Heart and Leaf stalk.

Palm is a blessed tree, and the people of Siwa are fully aware of its significance and value as they inherit to
their sons. Further, they tell their children about the Palm and its relevant information and narratives. They
have to know every single detail about the Palm and grow up knowing that their life is linked with it and
realizing its products. | and my family strongly agrees with registering the Palm with UNESCO as the heritage

of Egypt, and I'm fully ready to provide any support in favor of registration.

Name: Abdul Salam Mohammed Saree’ Mohammed

Signature: (signed)

ID number: 2880503330577
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Siwa oasis is considered the home of Date, Palm, Palm leaf stalk, and Heart of Palm. People of Siwa create
products of Palm tree, not only Date but also other things rather than what you can imagine. In fact, Palm by
itself is adequate for Siwa to represent the most stunning town in spite of being a remote area and has a long
hard road. Visitors will keep coming even from further away due to the Palm. Supposing Siwa has become
isolated at any moment-God forbid- and there is no possible way to be accessed, its people will remain living
in the best life with God's grace and thanks to Palm and Palm-based livelihood, God willing. Definitely, you
can live, stay away from people, construct the household, eat, be treated, build & design furniture entirely of

Palm. God has a plan, these poor, rich, illiterate, educated people are all living of Palm tree and its blessing,

Palm tree registration as an Egyptian heritage will please everyone living in Siwa oasis without doubt.

Name: Mohammd Mohamed Mohamed Bih
Signature: (signed)

ID number: 25812293300118
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