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Sultanate of Oman

Ministry of Heritage & Culture

Intangible Cultural Heritage

National inventories

- Folklore Arts

- Traditions and Norms

- Falags ( water streams)

- Folklore stories

- Traditional cuisines

- Folklore musical instruments
- Omani costumes

National inventories

National Lists were created in 2010 with participation of governmental
establishments concerned with heritage, The Public Authority for Craft Industries,
Ministry of Social Development, Ministry of Sport Affairs, Sultan Qaboos
University and civil society establishments such as Omani Lady Association,
Cultural Union and heritage practitioners. The lists included many categories such
as folklore arts, crafts industries, traditions and norms, traditional cuisines,
games, music instruments and other elements of intangible Omani heritage. The
lists were taken from the fields of Omani society.
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Oman National inventories

Oman National Lists were created in 2010 with participation of governmental
establishments concerned with heritage, The Public Authority for Craft Industries,
Ministry of Social Development, Ministry of Sport Affairs, Sultan Qaboos
University and civil society establishments such as Omani Lady Association,
Cultural Union and heritage practitioners. The lists included many categories such
as folklore arts, crafts industries, traditions and norms, traditional cuisines,
games, music instruments and other elements of intangible Omani heritage. The
lists were taken from the fields of Omani society.

Firstly: Objectives of Oman National Lists:

1- Enlisting and classifying Omani intangible cultural heritage in order to preserve
it and to put in place mechanism to protect each element.

2- Documenting all information relating to each element of intangible cultural
heritage separately.

3- Review all what is published or written about each element of intangible
cultural heritage.

4- Maintaining electronic data base that include all that was collected about
intangible cultural heritage.

Secondly: Participation of local community in carrying out Oman inventory lists:

Thirdly: Local community participation represented by follows:

A- A group of researchers, fans and practitioners from various governmental and
private bodies collected information relating to national inventory lists.
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C- Review of collected information by researchers, fans and practitioners before
putting them in the final registry.

D- Presenting information and details in the Lists to scientific and academic
establishments and civil society organizations such as sport and cultural unions,
public libraries, Omani Lady Association, and Omani Authors Association and
others.

Fourthly: Method and form of enlisting:

A form for enlisting intangible cultural heritage by was prepared as per a method
used by the UNESCO in preparing national lists in accordance to article no. 11 and
12 of the International Agreement for Preserving Intangible Cultural Heritage.
The form included information about the heritage element, its geographical
scope, its practitioners and its status regarding its sustainability in addition to
names of information and copies of the heritage element, if possible.

The researchers and participants in the lists’ preparation works received training
programmes in how to collect information relating to the form and how to carry
out interviews and how to fill details.

- Lists’ Update:

In 2013, National Lists saw new phase of update and development. A team of
researchers was assigned to review these Lists and this process covered two
phases:

The first phase includes presentation of what was collected on practitioners and
fans in the society of these elements of heritage and to verity each item or
information about elements of the lists. \
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Second phase: in this phase interviews with practitioners were carried out with
Omanis about the elements they wish to add to the lists. Through this phase,
many Omani intangible heritage elements were collected directly from
practitioners and added to the lists.

Students from Sultan Qaboos University, academics, researchers and practitioners

took part in the updating process of the Lists.

-Enlisting & Documentation Section at Ministry of Heritage & Culture:

In August 2016, Oman National Lists saw essential development as a government
unit was formed in the name of Intangible Cultural Heritage Department at the
Ministry of Heritage & Culture. This Department consisted of three sections:
traffic history, preservation of intangible heritage and documentation. By this
way, the National Lists section became independent and is concerned to prepare
programmes and plans of colleting intangible heritage, and organizing workshops
of lists. The section also supervises phases of updating the list in daily basis in
addition to the direct supervision on website of the Omani Lists which are
currently being linked to internet.




General Categories

Traditions &
Norms

Folklore
games

Cuisine

Traditional
crafts

Folklore arts
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Lists of Traditions & Norms
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' No. | Element name
} 1/8 ’ Condolence
| 2/8 B \ 23th July Occasion ( His I\Wajesty ascendance to throne)
3/8 | Condolence in Thamreit area
4/8 Celebrities of traveler’s reception
5/8 Transformation
6/8 Al-Adha Festival in Thamreit
7/8 Alfetr Festival in Merbat
8/8 | Alshabaniyah ( celebrity at Arabic month of Shaban)
9/8 Alhadrah
10/8 National Day in Merbat
11/8 Alsadad
112/8 Alnuthur & Al-masloomah ( vow )
113/8 Althubut
114/8 Condolence
1 15/8 | Alagiqah ( animal sacrifice )
' 16/8 ' Almasloot
17/8 Birthday of Prophet Mohammed ( PBUH)
18/8 Festivities traditions
19/8 Swing
20/8 | Costumes traditions
21/8 Cuisines and food traditions o
22/8 Craft industries
23/8 Alkeetha procession
24/8 Weapon carrying
25/8 National occasion traditions
126/8 ‘Traditions of holy month of Ramadan.
27/8 Hol Hol ( first birth day of a child) -
28/8 Qaranqasho ( traditional game )
129/8 Hena
130/8 | Child milking
31/8 ' Taking care of child
32/8 | Giving name to newborn
133/8 | Abortion
34/8 False pregnancy
| 35/8 Birth delivery
36/8 ' Before Christ era in Dhofar governorate

37/8

Marriage




' 38/8 Craving and pregnancy ( before delivery )
| 39/8 Wedding day
40/8 Weaning
41/8 Nuptial
42/8 Child diseases in Dhofar governorate
43/8 ' Tamininah
44/8 ' Taghfeen in Qurayat Province
45/8 ' Style life traditions
1 46/8 Child delivery position and suitable place for delivery
47/8 Cut of umbilical cord
49/8 Traditions related to putting on dagger
50/8 Condolence
51/8 | Disposal of cut umbilical cord
52/8 _ Circumcision at present time E
53/8 - Newborn’s Tahneek
54/8 Newborn’ nose or ear piercing
55/8 Taghfeen
56/8 Accent and lingual traditions
| 57/8 | Post-delivery pains
1 58/8 | Child delivery process
59/8 Engagement -
60/8 | Wish to have male babies -
61/8 Husband’s selection of midwife - -
62/8 | Causes of infertility
63/8 ' Medicines given to childbed mother
64/8 Almakhrag
65/8 Childbed N |
66/8 Preparation for child delivery l
67/8 'Herald (good news ) of newborn _!
68/8 ltems used for mother’s cleanliness after childbed |
69/8 Traditional prescription for painle_ss child delivery |
1 70/8 Foreseeing embryo’s sex -
_ 71/8 | Hiding name and sex of coming newborn
' 72/8 Calling to prayer for newborn
| 73/8 ' Newborn’s Agigah ( animal sacrifice) Z '—’%
' 74/8  Evidences of time of delivery /"f* U \\
| 75/8 Child care e e o
‘ 76/8 Start of pregnancy ‘@%MM“Wﬂ = f'



77/8

Newborn pillow

and his'

78/8 Celebration of prophet? Mohammed birthday
immigration from Mecca to Madinah.

79/8 Circumcision -
80/8 Mother care -
81/8 Different between first and following deliveries
82/8 Alcook -
83/8 Traditional herbals for difficult delivery -
84/8 Twin pregnancy
85/8 Alkhal animal sacrifice ( slaughter)
86/8 Premature newborn care

1 87/8 Child breast feeding
88/8 Effect of one twin’s death on the other twin

89/8 Newborn naming -
90/8 | Moon nights N
91/8 Old circumcision
92/8 Principles and ethics of public houses
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Traditions and Norms (8.93)
1- Defining intangible cultural heritage element:

-  Element’s name:

!193,8 : Display of camel and horse arts and skills [

- Short title of the intangible cultural heritage element ( including fields of
the intangible cultural heritage it belongs to:)

Alardhah

- Certain practitioners and groups:
i‘ - Private groups and individuals
- Royal Cavalry
- Royal Camel Corps
- Oman Equestrian Federation
- Oman Camel Federation

- Royal Oman Police

- Heritage element’s geographical site and prevalence:

| Alardhah is one of the basic festivals organized for celebrating horses and
camels who are known for their resilience and purity in order to show their
skills and elegance.

Alardhah is a show of arts and skills of dealing with horses and camels and
many elements are associated with this.

Alardhah consists of various skills such as Rakdhah which is the setting off
of two horses with each other where no horses advances the other. It also
includes Amohoreeh, Hmabl (singing folklore songs while riding and horse
lying down). While Ardhah of camel is the trotting of two camels in
harmonious way accompanied by Tagrood and Hambal ( singing folklore
song while riding) but it does not include lying them down.

Big number of horses and camels take part in Alardhah with various colours
and shapes. The rider tries to demonstrate his capabilities that enthuse
audience and fans.

Camels and horses of Alardhah are selected in delicate way and they are
J ornamented with wool and silver which add to their elegancq}g-/_ng":he"au\ty.
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Practitioners/ performers who are assigned to carry out the intangible

cultural heritage (including name, sex and professional ...etc).

. women also practice this heritage.

Original practitioners of this heritage are intelligent and skillful men who

know how to handle and deal with horses and camels.

However, now

Other participants in the heritage:

Craftsmen

Leather industry : such as noseband, reigns, belts and bridle.

Silver industry: organmeting bridle with silver

Folklore arts performers: folklore singing and poems such as Tagrood,

Hambal and Altarik are performed.

Used language/ languages in the heritage:

Arabic — English

Materials associated with heritage ( such as tools, equipment , costumes,

shrines, if found ) :

Arena or show ring

Alezbah where the camels are trained and reared.

head and linked to the reign.

2- Belt : on the camel’s hump.

3- Silver Gethal: made by silver craftsman.

4- Alrabgah : made in Saham province by Albadi tribe ...etc.

5- Chest badge and Alfardah: These are made in Saham province by

daughters of Salim Ali Alquraini.

1- Noseband: made from black wool and it is linked to posterior side of the
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| 6- Albadad & Almahwi : made in Alshargiyah governorate from local or
imported wool by types of fibre with Aladad item. Famous craftsmen are
Humaid Bin Khamis Albadi and Gamal Bin Suwaidan Alsaidi.

7- Almahgabah: made from local or imported wool.

8- Alkharg: made from wool from Alsharqgiyah governorate.

9- Local Gaed: made in a number of Oman’s provinces and made from
' mountain sheep leather.

10- Omani traditional costume: made for men and women.

- Intangible heritage elements ( if found ) related to the heritage practice and
passing it through generations:

| Poems of Alardhah.
Hambal poems:

O’ sir, we came to this issue from remote distance
We assign our matter to you for a decision issuance

Altarig poems:

We grew up in camel backs and we are eager to them
We devote our lives and souls to them and to their dream

Tagrood poems:
On camels’ day  we rode them proudly
Mingling past and present and the future is shiny

e V0N ) e
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Lookat camels  they are like a moon




Or like antelopes while sunset soon

- Traditional practices that govern process of reaching to heritage element:

| There are not certain prac_tices to reach to information about Alardhah,
rather practitioners and concerned departments provide all facilities and
information.

- Methods of transferring the heritage element to other people in the
community:

Practitioners of Alardhah are keen to transfer this art to their sons by asking
their sons to take part in Alardhah display. They ride camels and horses
and the fathers train their sons to do so. Also, the community collaborate
to organize Alardhah event where the works and tasks are distributed to
various categories of the society; some prepare the show arena while
others ride camels and horses and others perform folklore arts.

- Concerned organizations ( associations/ civil unions/ clubs ..etc)

This heritage element is practiced by many people in the society. It is
practiced in all provinces of Oman on social or national levels.

3- Alardhah heritage situation: Sustainability and survival
- Threats on practicing this heritage in relation to concerned groups/ bodies:

Alardhah enjoys support and attention from the government and there is |

not threat against its practice.
AN
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4- information: restriction and permissions. <%, gé?_/
Approval from the group and their participation in imparting 1%%@9&:

- Practitioners welcome giving information about Alardhah heritage.
- They gave a number of pictures about Alardhah.




- They gave information about it.

- They made it easy to reach to craftsmen and concerned people.

- Practitioners gave their testimonies about their participation in
preparing National Intangible Heritage Lists.

Restrictions on reaching and using information about Alardhah heritage:

This heritage element respects cultural variefy and human rights. So there
is nothing that prevents using its information for any purpose.

Experts ( narrators/ information providers) ( names/ status and residency)

1- Sheikh/ Hamad Hilal Almalki (Barka)

2- Musalam Alhamani ( Barka)

3- Humood Sulaiman Alsadi ( Almusinah)

4- Said Hamad Alganuni ( Almusinah)

5- Said Marhoon Alrahbi ( Ibra)

6- Sheikh/ Mohammed Abdullah Alsadi ( Alsuwaiq)

7- Abdullah Salim Hamad Alsinani ( Alsuwaiq)

8- Sheikh/ Humood Ali Humood Aljahwari ( Alsuwaiq)
9- Salim Ismail Albulushi ( Alsuwaiq)

10- Sulaiman Khamis Alqutaiti (Alkhaborah)

11- Ahmed Musabah Alsaidi { Alkhaborah)

12- Rashid Ali Said Alsaidi (Alkhaborah)

13- Salim Hadoob Alismaili ( Ibrah )

14- Humood Thiab Said Alrabeei (Alkhaborah)

15- Humaid Khamis Albadi (Saham)

16- Sheikh/ Talal Hilal Mohammed Alburaiki (Saham)
17- Sheikh/ Nasser Mohammad Albadrani (Ibrah)

18- Salim Hadoob Alismaili (Ibra)

19- Ahmed Mohammed Humood Albarwani ( Manah )
20- Sheikh/ Naif Almamari (lbri)

21- Khamis Said Alsinani (Alsuwaiq)

22- Said Saleh Alkiyumi (Alsuwaiq) et
23- Hamad Abdullah Said Alsaidi ( Alsuwaiq) il

24- Abdullah Salim Alsinani ( Alsuwaiq)

25- Hassan Abdullah Alqutaiti (Alkhaborah)
26- Talib Abdullah Almasoudi ( Alkborah)
27- Amer Sulaiman Alabdelsalam ( Alsuwaiq)




Royal Cavalry ( racecourse at Aladiyat area, Seeb province).

Oman Equestrian Federation ( Alardhah arena at Equestrian Alarhba farm).
Royal Oman Police’s Mounted Unit (Wutayah)

Sultan Oman Armours’s Mounted Unit ( Shafeq horse arena)

Sur Equestrian Arena ( Sur province )

Alasael Equestrian Arena ( Jalan Bani Bu Ali province, Alsanda desert)

Giad Equestrian Arena ( Galan Bani Bu Hassan province)

Alwafi Equestrian Arena ( Alkamil Wa Alwafi province)

Bidyah Equestrian Arena ( Bidya province )

‘ Algabil Equestrian Arean ( Algabil province)

Zad Alrakib Equestrian Arena ( Ibra province)
Almudaibi Equestrian Arena ( Almudaibi province )
Alsawahel Equestrian Arena ( Sinan deputyship)
Adam Equestrian Arena ( Adam province )
Alshomookh Equestrian Arena ( Manah province)
Bahla Equestrian Arena ( Bahla province)

Ibri Equestrian Arena ( Ibri Arena)

Sohar Equestrian Arena ( Sohar province)
Alkhaborah Equestrian Arena ( Alkhaborah province)

Dates and places of information collection:

2015.
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5- References of Intangible Heritage Elements ( if found ) ~UTRANEZ

Literatures: books, articles ... etc.
Asael magazine
Camel World magazine.
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- Royal Camel Corps.

- Annual Royal Camel Racing Festival.

- Annual Royal Camel Racing Festival ( Al Ardhah riding )

- Camel Life Through time, Khamis Almuwaiti , 2005.

- Guide Masterpiece of Horses , Khamis Almuwaiti, 2009.

- GCC 4™ Camel and Horses Racing Championship. , Ali Abdullah Alharthy,
2006.

- Horses in Arab Proversb, Hamad Salim Albulushi, 2006.

- Annual Equestrian & Camel Festival.

- Audio and video materials, recordings ..etc at archives, museums ..etc ( if
found).

The Omani Camels in a new dawn. I

- Documentary materials and tools in archives departments, and museums (
if found):
- Booklets of Royal Equestrian & Camel Festival.
- Horse & Camel Book, Ali Ahmed Alharthy
- Horses in Arab Proversb Book, Hamad Salim Albulushi
- Asael magazine, and Guide Masterpiece for Horses, Khamis
Almuwaiti .
- Camel Life Through time, Khamis Almuwaiti
- Camel World magazine.

=
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6- Information about enlisting process: a4
- People who classified and input enlist information. * Qulii.ﬁm il
&S/
Committee of preparing National Lists of Oman Intangible Heritage ﬁ@)e{,{ 1[5‘\(;\ *5
AL TRANZ

- Evidence of agreement and approval of the concerned groups and
communities of (A) listing Alardhah and their agreement to release
information for the enlisting process:




Many approval and consent letters on providing information about |
Alardhah. ‘

- Date of inputting information to Lists:

|

‘ 2015.

- Pictures:

- References:

- Booklets of Royal Equestrian & Camel Festival.
- Horse & Camel Book, Ali Ahmed Alharthy
- Horses in Arab Proversb Book, Hamad Salim Albulushi
- Asael magazine, and Guide Masterpiece for Horses, Khamis
Almuwaiti .
- Camel Life Through time, Khamis Almuwaiti
- Camel World magazine.

Date of creation:
Amendment date:
User’s name:
Saving/ recording:
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1/5 | Alshabaniyah |

| 2/5 Um Bem
3/5 ' Bakit
4/5 Barah
EE] Bin Abadi __7
6/5 Bu Zolof - ]
7/5  Altashehshah - -
8/5 Altasweet
9/5 | Altaweeb
10/5 Altagrood -
11/5 Talolyo
12/5 ' Tangiliah -
13/5 Altahloolah
14/5 Alteminineh
15/5 Hamborah
16/5 | Alhayloh
17/5 Aldan -
18/5 Dan Merbat
19/5 Debrarat
20/5 Raboboh
21/5 | Alrazhah
22/5
23/5 Alramaseeeh
24/5 Alrawah
1 25/5 | Lanzeeh
126/5 | Zzabart
I‘ 27/5 | Zafat Alaroos
28/5 Zafat Alkitha
29/5 Sameen Sameen /;?::'\
30/5 Alsahbah 777 &)
31/5 Somah Je' % "\...m‘;.n,..-u;.
32/5 Rayo \p R
33/5 Sharh Alteeb \»«f“}ﬁ’f@ed TratS]
34/5 ' Alayos SRR
35/5 Sharh Alwadi -
136/5 ' Shalat Alsaid ]

37/5 [;Ahsobani




1 38/5

Saut Alzonog

I,:_§9/5 Altariq
40/5 | Tabal Alnisa |
41/5 Tanboorah
42/5 Alazi
43/5 Sharh Dhofar
44/5 Alayalah
45/5 Alnana
46/5 | Ghina Altasyeef
47/5 ' Ghina Aljadad -
48/5 | Ghina Aldosah |
49/5 Ghina Alsinawah ( Aljazorah)
1 50/5 Ahmed Alkabeer -
' 51/5 Ghina Almurayahanah
' 52/5 Alkawasah

7- Determination of intangible cultural heritage element
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Element’s name:

i 73.5 : Camel Hambal

Short title for intangible cultural heritage ( including indication to the field
or fields of intangible cultural heritage it belongs to ) :

- Camel Hambal , of the Omani folklore arts.
- Hambal in general is the singing during procession, and called camel
Hambal because it is performed while riders on camels’ backs.

Practitioners and concerned groups :

People perform Hambal while they are on camels’ backs and they perform

camel Ardhah on two groups; the first one performs Alshalah “singing”

beginning (first line) while the second one perform the end of Alshalah
| ( second line)

Element’s geographical site and its spread:

| Hambal is practiced at the deserts of all governorates of Oman such as
Alsharqiyah, Albatinah, Aldhakliyah, Muscat, Aldahirah, Alburaimi, Alwusta
and Dhofar.

Short description of element:

Alhambal in general is a type of procession singing dance ( Alrazah) and it is
an authentic Omani folklore art. Camel Hambal is a traditional singing
performed by nomadic ( Bedouins) while they are on camels’ backs when
they are heading to Alardhah show or returning from the same. They may
go in individuals or groups. The poems they recite touch various memories
and praise of camels and hailing their virtues and features. This art is
performed without musical instruments. And camels are used for this art.

Hambal is a nomadic singing known in most governorates of Oman and

performed in fixed melodic manner.

8- Element’s features




Practitioners / performers do the element of intangible cultural heritage in
direct way ( including name, type and professional category ...etc).

‘ Hambal is performed by men.

Other participants whose works are relevant to the cultural element:

' Audience and spectators of camel Hamabl. ’

Language used in the cultural element :

!Eabic and local accent of each governorate. l

Tangible materials relating to practice and transfer of the cultural element
( such as items/ equipment/ camel/ sticks/ arena )

| Camels/ sticks/ show arena

Other intangible elements ( if any ) relating to practice and transfer of the
cultural element:

Hambal poetry \

Conventional practices that govern the performance of the element:

Hambal is performed with strong voice by chorus who are competent of its
vowels and consonants, and it is related usually with shows and
celebrations.

Methods of transferring Hambal to other members in the group:

Hambal is transferred from a generation to another by actual practice,
watching and participation or by direct training for this art.

Concerned organizations ( establishments/ associations/ other NGOs)A~ 4-.\
any): ‘/75/)/“\\\/
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Ministry of Heritage & Culture, Oman Folklore Music Centre, Oman‘%q:;él ' \&Qi\é’
5 y & 0,57
Racing Federation, Royal Court Affairs ( Royal Camel Corpses) "/‘;f”'“ T“;;‘Z,\F
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9- Present Situation of the Cultural Element: survivability and sustainability:



Threatens that may harm the practice of the cultural element:
[Rarity of shows and celebration relating to this art, death of practitioners, |
low popularity of Hambal among youth and low financial support from
_ concerned bodies.

10- Information: restrictions and permits
Approval of the group and their involvement in information collection.

There is joint and efficient collaboration between researchers and
performers of this art and their involvement in mutual information
compilation.

Restrictions on accessibility and use of information:

There are no restrictions on the information and their use as per the
popular norms and traditions for individuals, and there is administrative
coordination to obtain them from public and private bodies.

Experts ( narrators/ informants) ( their names, status, and residence
address):

Date and place of information compilation:

‘ Telephone and electronic communication.

11- References about the intangible cultural heritage ( if any )
Literatures : books, articles ...etc

Ministry of Heritage & Culture, On Intangible Cultural Heritage, 2011
Ministry of National Heritage & Culture, Modern Forms of Omani Folklore
Arts, Series of Omani Popular Arts, part 3, 1% May 1991.

Juma Bin Khamis Alshidi, Inherited Types of Omani Music, a documentary |
study, Oman Folklore Music Centre, Ministry of Information, 2008. @ S
Mohammed Bin Hamad Almasroori & Others. Of Omani Traditional_l?é?f’rgl‘," R
Seminar organized by Literature Union on 15™ and 16t Dec. 2003, versions:i. <. *]
2004. f




Audio and visual materials, recordings ...etc in archives, museums and
private establishments (if any ) :

Audio and visual recordings in national celebrations and occasions.

Recordings in Oman Folklore Music Centre, Ministry of Heritage & Culture,
Ministry of Information, The Public Authority for Audio & TV, Muscat

' Municipality ( Folklore Arts at Muscat Festival).

Documentary materials and items in archives departments, museums and
private establishments ( if any ):

There are a number of books, contests, programmes and recordings at
Oman Folklore Music Centre, Ministry of Heritage & Culture, Ministry of

' Information, The Public Authority for Radio & TV and Muscat Municipality.

12- Information about enlisting process
The person who classified, compiled and input the element:

Mubarak Bin Musalam Alsalti

Proof of the approval of the concerned groups to enlist the cultural
element and their approval to provide information for the enlisting and
registering process:

Date of inputting information to the list:

26" June 2013.

Photos /
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- Ministry of National Heritage & Culture, of the Inherited Omani
Folklore Arts Types, Series of Omani Folklore Arts, part 2, version of
1%t May 1991.

- Mohammed Bin Juma Algilani, of the Sea & Desert Tweets, Oman
Print Press for Journalism, Publication & Advertisement, version 4,



2009.
- Khamis Bin Juma Almoweiti, Life of Camels Through Time, Alnahdah

Print Press, 2005.
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Chapter’s name and number : Folklore arts chapter no. (5)
13- Determination of intangible cultural heritage element

-  Element’s name:



73.5:_Ho_rse_Mohorob

- Short title for intangible cultural heritage ( including indication to the field
or fields of intangible cultural heritage it belongs to ) :

- Horse Mohorob ( or Mohorob) or horse Hambal is an Omani folklore
art.
- Itis called Mohorob because it is ascribed to the war and poems that
hail glories. However, Hambal in general is the singing in procession
‘ and it is called horse Hambal because it is performed on horse backs.

- Practitioners and concerned groups :

Men perform Mohoborb on two groups; the first one performs Alshalah
“singing” beginning (first line) while the second one perform the end of
Alshalah ( second line)

- Element’s geographical site and its spread:

Hambal is practiced at the deserts of all governorates of Oman such as
Alshargiyah, Albatinah, Aldhakliyah, Muscat, Aldahirah, Alburaimi, Alwusta
and Dhofar.

- Short description of element:

The Mohorob or horse Hambal is the singing by men on horse backs during
procession to take part in nuptial or circumcision celebration or to greet the
governor at Eids ( festivals ). Some people think that Mohorob or Tohoreeb
or Tosholeeb or Tarwees is a singing for taming horses and train them
whether on their backs or on ground during training.

Hambal is a nomadic singing known in most governorates of Oma'n and
performed in fixed melodic manner. gl v-« {\\\
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- Element’s features
- Practitioners / performers do the element of intangible cultural heritage in
direct way ( including name, type and professional category ...etc).



Horse Mohoreeb is performed by men on horse backs during Alardhah.

Other participants whose works are relevant to the cultural element:

Audience and spectators of horse Mohorob , Folklore bands. |

Language used in the cultural element :

| Arabic and local accent of each governorate. '

Tangible materials relating to practice and transfer of the cultural element
( such as items/ equipment/ camel/ sticks/ arena )

Horses/ sticks/ show arena

Other intangible elements ( if any ) relating to practice and transfer of the
cultural element:

| Mohorob poetry or horse Hambal. |

Conventional practices that govern the performance of the element:

Mohorob is perf_ormed with strong voice by chorus who are competent of
its vowels and consonants, and it is related usually with shows and
 celebrations.

Methods of transferring Hambal to other members in the group:

Horse Mohorob is transferred from a generation to another byﬁ actta}
practice, watching and participation or by direct training for this art.

Concerned organizations ( establishments/ associations/ other NGO’)):;;‘ \X\

any): kot

M|n|stry of Heritage & Culture, Oman Folklore Music Centre, , Royal CaVafstJTra“‘\ >
( Royal Camel Corpses) '

15- Present Situation of the Cultural Element: survivability and
sustainability:
Threatens that may harm the practice of the cultural element:



Rarity of shows and celebration relating to this art, death of practitioners, |
low popularity of horse Mohorob among youth and low financial support
from concerned bodies.

10- Information: restrictions and permits
Approval of the group and their involvement in information collection.

' There is joint and efficient collaboration between researchers and

performers of this art and their involvement in mutual information
compilation.

Restrictions on accessibility and use of information:

address):

| There are no restrictions on the information and their use as per the

popular norms and traditions for individuals, and there is administrative
coordination to obtain them from public and private bodies.

Experts ( narrators/ informants) ( their names, status, and residence

Date and place of information compilation:

Telephone and electronic communication.

(Y IR EA T PR
C.R. No. : 1150648 *
Sultanate of Oman

17- References about the intangible cultural heritage ( if any ) *
O g
\ Tl

Literatures : books, articles ...etc

o =

——Qvlifdhafy
Ministry of Heritage & Culture, On Intangible Cultural Heritage, 2011 U FRANSY
Ministry of National Heritage & Culture, Modern Forms of Omani Folklore
Arts, Series of Omani Popular Arts, part 3, 1% May 1991.
Juma Bin Khamis Alshidi, Inherited Types of Omani Music, a documentary
study, Oman Folklore Music Centre, Ministry of Information, 2008.
Mohammed Bin Hamad Almasroori & Others. Of Omani Traditional Poetry,
Seminar organized by Literature Union on 15" and 16™ Dec. 2003, versions
2004.




- Audio and visual materials, recordings ...etc in archives, museums and
private establishments ( ifany) :

"Audio and visual recordings in national celebrations and occasions.
Recordings in Oman Folklore Music Centre, Ministry of Heritage & Culture,

' Ministry of Information, The Public Authority for Audio & TV, Muscat
Municipality ( Folklore Arts at Muscat Festival).

- Documentary materials and items in archives departments, museums and
private establishments ( if any ):

There are a number of books contests, programmes and recordings at
Oman Folklore Music Centre, Ministry of Heritage & Culture, Ministry of
' Information, The Public Authority for Radio & TV and Muscat Municipality.

12- Information about enlisting process
- The person who classified, compiled and input the element:
| Mubarak Bin Musalam Alsalti

- Proof of the approval of the concerned groups to enlist the cultural
element and their approval to provide information for the enlisting and
registering process:

Date of inputting information to the list:

26% June 2013. -

//
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References

| - Ministry of National Herltage & Culture, of the Inherited Omani |




- Folklore Arts Types, Series of Omani Folklore Arts, part 2, version of
{ 15t May 1991.
- Mohammed Bin Juma Algilani, of the Sea & Desert Tweets, Oman |
Print Press for Journalism, Publication & Advertisement, version 4,
2009.
- Khamis Bin Juma Almoweiti, Life of Camels Through Time, Alnahdah
! Print Press, 2005.
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