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The Extract of the National Inventory Card on ICH Element of Georgian Wrestling 

NNational Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia 

Intangible Cultural Heritage  

Inventory Card 

15 

1. Specify the name of the element  
Georgian Wrestling  

2 Specify the type of the element  

1 Oral tradition and form of expression   

Performing art  

Social Practices, rituals and festive events  

Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the 
universe

 

Traditional craftsmanship   

3 Specify the area of element’s spreading

. Current area of spreading  Georgia (the whole country)

.  Historical area of spreading Contemporary and historical Georgia  

3. Place of origination  Historical Georgia  

4.  Cultural space  

Identify the time of formation of the element  

About VI-V c.c. B.C. (Elashvili, V., “Georgian Wrestling”, Tb., 1975; newspaper Lelo, N119. 1957. 03.X.) 

5 Function of the element
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Original Current

Part of martial arts; entertainment-visual contest, 
one of the components of ritual-entertainment 
festival  
 

Sport, entertainment, amusing performance  

66 Bearers of the element

  Communities Major part of male population of Georgian villages and towns (from 
6 up to approximately 45 years)  

Mainly Shida Kartli, Kvemo Kartli, Kakheti, Svaneti, Imereti, 
Adjara, Racha-Lechkhumi, Samegrelo, Guria communities and  the 
population of Georgian towns.  

2. Groups  Sport groups and sections, operating in educational-training 
institutions, sports clubs, district community centers, other 
institutions.  

3. Individuals/ families  (it is desirable to 
specify quantitative indicator, specific 
surnames and names) 

Beruashvili family from Kareli community (Shida Kartli), 
Davitashvili family from Akhmeta community (Kakheti), 
Kurashvili family from Kaspi community (Shida KArtli), Khabareli 
family from Kareli community (Shida Kartli), Mchedlishvili family 
from Gori (Shida KArtli), Mumladze family from Lagodekhi 
community (Kakheti); Khubuluri family from Skra community 
(Shida KArtli), Guram Tushishvili – Tbilisi, Zakaria Mokhiashvili – 
Tbilisi, Mamulashvili Giorgi – Kaspi community (Shida Kartli), 
Shota Chochishvili – Gori (Shida KArtli), Giorgi Gachechiladze – 
Zestafoni (Imereti), Koba Goletiani family – Tsageri community 
(Racha-Lechkhumi), Albert Zurabiani – Svaneti, Murtaz Turtia – 
Samegrelo, Beqa Ghviniashvili – Rusi community (Kvemo Kartli), 
Otar Kurashvili – Tbilisi,  Valeri Parunashvili –Saragejo 
community, Gocha Osadze – Tbilisi, Guram Samkharadze – Kvareli 
community (kakheti), Rezo Tabukashvili – Mtskheta, Nikoloz 
Melikishvili – Rustavi (kvemo Kartli), Zviad Niguriani – Mestia 
community (Svaneti), Robert Dzidzishvili – Dusheti community 
(Mtskheta- Mtianeti region), Mamed Mamedov – Marneuli 
community (Kvemo Kartli), Mamed Mamedov – Telavi (Kakheti), 
Vakhtang Zoidze (Kobuleti), etc.  
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7. Institutions, organizations, etc. involved in practicing/ preservation/ revival of the element (or 
related to it)  

Preservation and popularization of “Georgian wrestling” is implemented by number of governmental and non-
governmental organizations. Coordination and harmonization of their actions, facilitation of practicing wrestling 
in local communities are carried out by NGO “National Federation of Georgian Wrestling”, which, during the 
period of its operation, facilitated establishment of regional federations in the regions of Georgia. NGO Kakheti 
Regional Federation of Georgian Wrestling, NGO Shida Kartli Regional Federation of Georgian Wrestling, NGO 
Imereti Regional Federation of Georgian Wrestling, NGO Kvemo Kartli Regional Federation of Georgian 
Wrestling, NGO Samegrelo- Zemo Svaneti Regional Federation of Georgian Wrestling, NGO Tbilisi Federation of 
Georgian Wrestling, NGO Adjara Federation of Georgian Wrestling, International Charity Fund “Kartu”, sport 
schools, sport associations, etc.  are involved in preservation and popularization of Georgian wrestling at local level. 
 
The following institutions work towards research, preservation and popularization of Georgian wrestling in 
educational sector of Georgia as well as at the governmental level: the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs of 
Georgia, Georgian State Educational University of Physical Training and Sports, Ivane Javakhishvili Institute of 
History and Ethnology, National Archive of Georgia, Ilia Chavchavadze National Library of the Parliament of 
Georgia, local self-governance, public and private schools, etc.  

 

8 Description of the element   

Georgian wrestling is men’s contest, oriented towards physical training and strength; the oldest traditional 
martial-sports contest, which lost its martial function and turned into effective, sports performance since the 19th 
c. The element is the complex one, its specificity is conditioned by the unity of fighting, music, dancing and 
clothing; it is mostly held in the open air, on bounded ground (ring), covered with either grass or sawdust or hay, 
at agreed time, in the circle, formed of fans; the area shall be cleared of stones in advance. The beginning of the 
contest is indicated by music (oriental Zurna, Georgian drum). First young guys begin wrestling, than adult 
wrestlers continue. 
The rivals change places by shaking hands and begin fighting by grabbing chokha. The contestants become more 
and more active and, using special moves, try to gain an advantage of the rival. The music, in the course of the 
contest, kindles fighting capacity, dictates tempo-rhythm and adds excitement to the contest. The fight is 
effective, impressive and attracts great number of fans. 
The contest lasts five minutes. The winner is determined on the basis of higher scores. The person, fallen on 
shoulders by “pure falling” is a loser. It is forbidden to continue fighting with a fallen rival. On finishing the fight, 
wrestlers often leave the ring, performing the moves of Georgian dance; often the winner is given a ram or other 
prize.   
Georgian wrestling is distinguished from traditional martial sports by specific moves, which, basically, are 
common in different regions of Georgia; nevertheless, there are local differences.  
The diversity of Georgian wrestling is accompanied by multiplicity of moves, most of which have retained their 
old names to our days. These are: Kauri-s, Ghojuri-s, Tedzo-s (hips), Mogverdi-s, Kisruli-s, Sarma-s, etc. The 
moves are basically divided into 8 groups.  
Sarma  is the action, when the contestant places his leg between the rival’s legs; with the heel and back of the shin, 
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holds the back of the rival’s shin and pulls towards himself with the leg, and pushes the rival with hands. There 
are different variants of sarma: “amosmuli shua sarma”, “kusluri”, “garesarma”, “gangamokruli shusarma”, 
“gamokruli shuasarma”, etc. 

In the case of  kauri, the wrestler holds rival by chokha (Georgian national male dress) with one hand, and the 
rivals belt, over the shoulder, with the other hand, places his leg between the rival’s legs, turns round, raises the 
rival, pushing with leg and hips and makes him lose balance, pools towards himself and throws him supine. Kauri-
s also have different variants: “mklauri garekauri”, “mukhlkvesha shua kauri”, “chaketili shua kauri”, etc. 

In the case of ttseruli wrestler presses the front of the rival’s shin with the front part of his foot, pulls him with one 
hand, holding his shoulder, and pushes the rival, who is out of balance, with the other hand. Tseruli also has its 
versions: tseruli with holding shoulders and hips, tseruli with holding shoulders, etc.  

Ghojuri is the action, when the wrestler places his hands around the rival’s waist, pulls him towards himself, 
raises suddenly and throws his supine on the ring by turning to the left or to the right. Ghojuri’s versions are: 
“tsinaghojuri”, “ukanaghojuri”, “gverditi ghojuri”. 

In case of mmogverdi, a wrestler holds his rival with belt and khokha, places one leg forward and the other – 
backward, shifts balance center to the leg in the front, slightly bends his knees, sliding his side under the rival’s 
belly, pushes his belly; then straightens his knees, takes the rival over and throws him. The versionss of mogverdi 
are: “mokle mogvedri”, “mklavchaketili mogverdi”, “ghrma mogverdi”, “grdzeli mogverdi”, etc.  

In case of conducting  tedzo, the wrestler grabs the rival’s chokha and belt, shifts balance to the front leg, steps the 
other leg between the rival’s legs, slightly bends his knees, leans his hip against the rival’s thigh and belly, pushes 
the hip; straightens his knees, pulls him with his hands and throws supine over the hip. Tedzo also has its 
versions: “ormkhrivi tedzo”, “khelmokhveuli tedzo”, “shemobrunebuli tedzo”, etc. 

In case of conducting  kisruli, the wrestler will grab the rival’s chokha and make him lose balance with deceptive 
motion, swiftly turn, slip his shoulders and waist under the belly and shoulders,  straighten his knees and take the 
rival on the back, bend forward, pull him over his neck and throw down. 

In  case of conducting  bruneba, the wrestler will lift the rival, during tedzo or shua kauri, with his hands and leg, 
and throw back, supine. Bruneba has different versions: “shua kauris bruni”, “khelgadavlebuli shua kauris bruni”, 
etc.  

Presently about 200 moves and counter-moves of Georgian wrestling are recorded. Creativity and skillfulness of 
the wrestler are determined by the combination of moves.  

Chivalry is characteristic for Georgian wrestling. It is unacceptable to run away from the wrestling ring, fight 
with the fallen rival, attempt to injure the rival intentionally. The fight is a direct one: hand fights with hand, leg 
– with leg, hip - with hip. Sneaking up or insidious action is excluded. When beginning wrestling, the wrestlers 
shall stand face to face, if one of them falls down during wrestling, it is inadmissible to continue fighting with 
him, pushing him or rolling him out of the ring.  

Perfection of wrestling, transferring from generations to generations takes place in families, villages, communities. 
From early spring to late autumn, adolescents, being in the open air to play games, master wrestling skills without 
trainer, using the moves they have seen, as well as the already used and improved moves, which they have 
learned themselves. It is the best means of entertainment, leisure, demonstrating their own capabilities. Often, the 
experienced fans help them in using the moves correctly. Alongside with informal training, Georgian wrestling is 
taught through formal training in secondary and higher educational institutions, through physical training and 
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special programs, as well as by regional federations of Georgian wrestling.  

Groups and sections of Georgian wrestling operate in sports centers of almost all villages and towns, public and 
private schools, clubs. 
 
The activities of NFGW (“National Federation of Georgian Wrestling”) and regional federations are directed 
towards continuation of traditions of the element. They organize sports- entertainment competitions in villages 
and towns, involving experienced wrestlers in educational sector and amateurs’ associations, facilitate transfer of 
the knowledge.  
In addition to the above mentioned, transferring knowledge of the element is carried out through educational-
popular publications. Number of handbooks of Georgian wrestling exist, where the history of wrestling, as well as 
the preserved wrestling moves are included. Obtaining knowledge and skills of Georgian wrestling is facilitated by 
its coverage by TV and media, broadcasting of wrestling.  Till recent times, local TV broadcast lessons in Georgian 
wrestling.  
Presently the element is the means of social relations. Georgians consider Georgian wrestling as the institute of 
chivalry - the expression of their identity.  It facilitates establishment of sound way of life in the community, 
spiritual and physical education of the young generation, formation of healthy competitive spirit, tolerant nature;  
it serves to identification of a person with manly nature.   
Contests are organized not only in the community, but between communities, including the regions, populated by 
national minorities and, following from multi-cultural society, facilitate enhancement of relations between 
different communities and villages, notwithstanding ethnic or religious differences; establishment of friendly 
contacts among young people; strengthening of relations between generations.  
“Georgian wrestling” is characterized by chivalrous nature. It established the ability of respecting the rival, not 
touching the fallen; excludes painful and abusive moves; defiance does not mean hostility. Any competition 
between rivals is completed with the ritual, expressing friendship and shaking hands, facilitating enhancement of 
mutual respect in the society.  
One of the most important social-cultural functions of the element is preservation of the feeling of cultural 
identity in Georgian diasporas, existing beyond the borders of Georgia. Competitions, organized by diasporas, are 
held in Azerbaijan, Ukraine, USA, Russia. 
The element unifies local elements, traditionally formed in different regions of Georgia, ensures their viability, 
facilitated preservation and promotion of cultural diversity. 
The clothes of Georgian wrestling is the part of Georgian national clothes and, like men’s clothes, is called 
“chokha”.  
Women don’t practice wrestling; nevertheless, single cases of women’s wrestling are known. Women actively 
support fighting guys. Till now, wrestling of young guys for the purpose of attraction of young girls is established 
in the society.  
The tradition of wrestling in the open air, on specially allocated ground (ring), covered with sawdust or grass, is 
spread in the villages and municipal centers of Shida and Kvemo Kartli, Kakheti, Imereti and other regions of 
Georgia. Such competitions accompany religious festivals (St. George’s feast-day, St. Mary’s feast-day, Easter, 
Christmas, St. Nino’s feast-day,  Virgin Mary’s feast-day, Ascension day, Palm Sunday, Trinity feast-day, 
Annunciation, Transfiguration,  Feast of the Cross, St. Peter’s and Paul’s feast day, Baptism, John the Baptist’s feast 
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day, etc.) 
In addition to the above mentioned holidays, in summer time in Georgian villages, the main event during public 
meetings or festivals, almost always, is Georgian wrestling (in Teleti – during Teletoba, in Zerti – during 
Usanetoba, in Beshumi – during Shuamtoba, in Poladauri – during Mretoba, in Khashuri – during Gortaoba, in 
Ksovrisi – during Lashroba, in Akhalgori – during Erostaoba, in Martkopi – during Aparnoba, in Tetri Tsklebi – 
during Samasaragveloba, in Ikalto – during Shotaoba, in Sighnagi – during Vanooba, etc.).   
Any volunteer may participate in the mentioned competition. An experienced co-villager will act as a referee 
during wrestling and identify the winner. Most of the village population is looking forward to popular contest 
with joy and enthusiasm.  
Local varieties of Georgian wrestling are preserved and certified in different regions of Georgia up to date. These 
are:  

1. In Imereti – wrestling from sabechuri and gimraoba  
2. In Racha – ghojuri and khatsuri  
3. In Khevsureti – mukasrisa and mosh  
4. In Guria – chedoba and tekoba  
5. In Samegrelo – rkineba  
6. In Mtiuleti – ighli ghora 
7. In Saingilo – kamar  
8. In Kartli and Kakheti – majura, tvalaxveuli, mkerdaoba  
9. In Svaneti – librgieli, liburdzgali  
10. Meskhian wrestling is preserved in fragmented form as well.  

Although these varieties are still preserved, more attention towards them, their fixation, popularization, scientific 
study and encouragement is on agenda. Support of the variety, spread in Svaneti (librgieli and liburdzgali) and 
Meskhian wrestling, existing in Samtskhe- Javakheti is particularly urgent.  
For preservation of the tradition of wrestling in the open air in Georgia, it is desirable to involve local self-
governances more actively in allocation of the relevant spaced for new, traditional wrestling rings, which will 
facilitate continuation of the tradition, evocation of interest in young generation and popularization of this sport.  
Historical information about Georgian wrestling is found in historical sources. According to the explanation by 
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani (16th- 17th c.c.), wwrestling (chidaoba/ chideba) “is when a wild animal and a man fight 
with each other, or wild animals fight with each other, or livestock fight against each other; and when a man 
fights with a man, it is called “rkena” [Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, Georgian Dictionary (materials), publishing house 
“Metsniereba”, Tb., 1973]. 
The first note about Georgian wrestling is preserved in hagiographic composition of the 9th century – “Life of 
Svimon Mesvete (Simeon Stylites)“, where it is referred to as “rkena”. Wrestling is considered in the composition 
as one of the directions of martial arts.  
In relatively later – 16th c. - Georgian historical literature – “Meskhian Chronicles” the story of survival of the 
leader of Samtskhe- Saatabago – Kvarkvare is told, who made it by defeating the wrestler, selected by the Sultan, 
in Sultan’s palace [On Conversion of Kartli, Sumbat and Bagrationis and Meskhian Psalms, Tf., 1890].  
Ancient origin of Georgian wrestling is also proven by the wrestling scene, painted on the wall of Alaverdi. 
Georgian faces, men’s traditional clothes, type of footwear, plastics of movement unambiguously indicate to 
Georgian traditional wrestling art [Robakidze Al., “National Sports” (lectures)]. 
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Notes about Georgian wrestling are also preserved in Georgian folklore, prose 
and poetry. One of those are “Conversation of Teimuraz and Rustveli” by King Archil II (1647 – 1713) (Archil: 
“Conversation of Teimuraz and Rustveli”, Georgian Literature, vol. 6. Tb., 1989). Numerous llegends and proverbs, 
written and oral, which prove popularity of Georgian wrestling among people, shall also be considered.  

Georgian public figures: Ilia Chavchavadze, Akaki Tsereteli, Anton Purtseladze, Sergei Meskhi, Gr. Orbeliani and 
others had very supportive and sympathetic attitude towards Georgian wrestling. Georgian newspapers of that 
period – “Iveria”, “Droeba”, etc. provided wide coverage of this traditional sport.  

Information about Georgian wrestling exists in the notes of foreign travellers. Giovani Plano Caprini, during his 
being in Mongol’s Golden Horde, describes sad history of wrestling of two Georgians [History of Mongols, Sect. 2, 
Tb. 1942]. 

In 1899, French writer, ethnographer and professor Baron de Baye (1853-1931) (Amour-Auguste-Louis-Joseph 
Berthelot) traveled in Georgia. He described Georgian’s life in the book, published in Paris in 1899 “In South 
Region of Caucasus” (,,AU SUD de chaine du Cau-case”), in one section of which the peculiarities of Georgian 
wrestling are described. Baron de Baye used to take photos for publication in his book. In illustrated French 
edition there are two interesting photos, which was taken by the author in Kakheti, during “Alaverdoba” (secular 
holiday).  
In 1947, the Nobel award holder, American writer John Steinbeck and photo-artist Robert Capa (Andre Friedman) 
arrived in Georgia. They visited cities and towns Tbilisi, Mtskheta, Gori, Ateni, Chakvi, Batumi, etc. During their 
visit to Gori, the Americans happened to see Georgian wrestling competition, which they described in details in 
their book.   
Georgian wrestling tournaments were traditionally held when meeting honorable guests, during folk festivals and 
on holidays. (Kvantidze G., Ethnographic Pictures from the History of Georgia of the XVII-XVIII c.c., 2010; 
http://iliauni.edu.ge/uploads/other/1/1485.pdf ). 
Wrestling was also accompanying ritual-entertainment or other holidays. E.g. during “Berikaoba-Keenoba”, the 
winner of wrestlers’ competition was elected as “Keeni” [Janelidze, D., History of Georgian Theatre, Folk Origins, 
Tb., 1983]. 
Till the 20-ies- 30-ies of the XX c. Wrestling traditionally was held between the wrestlers in casual chokha with 
folded laps (Kvantidze G., Ethnographic Pictures from the History of Georgia of the XVII-XVIII c.c., 2010; 
http://iliauni.edu.ge/uploads/other/1/1485.pdf ), and the present uniform was created in 30-ies of the XX c.  
  Since the 20-ies of the XX c. wrestling was very popular in Georgia and other big cities; often, competitions were 
organized between different districts, where not only the city residents participated, but also the volunteers from 
nearby villages. The most famous and honorable persons among the spectators were selected as referees. Brave, 
agile young guys were selected by the spectators for keeping good order in the ring; they, holding nice switches, 
ran around the ring (“Ganis gamshleli”) to make the advanced spectators move back; they also collected money for 
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musicians from spectators. The competition was started by adolescents, then came young guys and finally famous 
wrestlers came to the ring. [Barnov, A., Wrestling in Old Tbilisi, Tb., 1967]. Each wrestler had his own supporters 
(fans), who were cheering the wrestler up, shouting and whooping.  
Famous wrestlers of the XIX c. were: raftsman Data Khizambareli, coachman Urekha, Ivane Kirimelashvili (Kula 
Gldaneli), Mika Metekheli, Sarkisa Avlabreli (tokhana) and many others. It is also known that wrestling 
competitions between ladies were also organized [Barnov, A., Wrestling in Old Tbilisi, Tb., 1967]. 
 

 

Till the XIX c., Georgian wrestling was organized in the open air, on specially selected rings. 
Wrestling rings in Tbilisi were in Kharpukhi, Mtatsminda, Didube, Gldani (“Gare Tsre” (”Outer Circle”)), 
Shavnabada (“Sakinule” (“freezer”)) and in almost every district.  
Wrestling areas had their own names, some of which became toponyms of the city. These are: “Italian’s Garden”, 
the so-called “Grishua’s Garden”, “Mushtaedi”, “Neapoli”, “Gigilo’s Bathhouse”, “Chikhradzes’ Sawmill”, “At 
Tramway Workers’ Center”, “Pikris (Peokrebis) Gora”, etc.  
Wrestling areas were arranged near Vera Graveyard, on Makhata hill, Iagora’s Balagan, Arsenal and European 
Garden, Khudadov Forest. In Didube – near the Virgin Mary’s Church, in front of the old hippodrome, near 
Mtkvari; Prince Tsitsishvili arranged roofed wrestling ring in his estate, which was called “Prince’s Circle”.  
In villages, as well as in towns, the contest rings were referred to according to the given names, like “Wrestlers’ 
Wood”, “Wrestling Valley”. Etc. Since the XIX c. circus areas were added to open wrestling rings, where, in 
addition to Georgian, French wrestling events were organized. 
Since 20-ies- 30-ies of the XX c. the standard of wrestling ring was established, according to which, the ring shall 
have the diameter of 8-10 m; it shall be even and shall have the 15-20 cm layer of sawdust, hay or sand; duration 
of wrestling was also determined. 
In villages, the ring, arranged for holiday or in haste, is cleared of stones, covered with grass, hay or sawdust.  
 
 

99. Present Condition of the Object  

Widely practiced  

More or less practiced   

Practiced at minimum level
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Forgotten  

In the process of restoration/ revival  

0 Additional information, related to the object (remarks, recommendations, proposals) 

From the viewpoint of preservation and popularization of Georgian wrestling, as the constituent element of a healthy 
way of life, tradition, expressing cultural diversity and identity of the country, organization of various events is on 
agenda. In 2014, the National Federation of Georgian Wrestling, with the support of the government, developed a 
Long–Term  (2014-2020) Program for Development of Georgian Wrestling, which, being nominated by the Ministry 
of Sports and Youth Affairs of Georgia, was approved by the Government of Georgia (Resolution #601, 4.04.2014). The 
obligation of implementation of the above mentioned Program is undertaken by the Government, as well as non-
governmental sector, local self-governance, communities.  

For the purpose of preservation of diversity and significance of Georgian wrestling, effective steps shall be made in 
several directions. With facilitation of local self-governances, more attention shall be paid locally to allocation of areas 
for traditional wrestling rings in villages; organization of tournaments during secular and religious holidays shall be 
facilitated, local peculiarities of wrestling shall be identified, recorded and studied; they shall be popularized. 
Operation of wrestling clubs and sections in educational system shall be facilitated; organized tournaments shall be 
arranged, infrastructure shall be improved, etc.  

 
1 Documentation and bibliography, related to the object (title, quantity, place of storage)  

 Initiator of assignation of the status (indicate contact information)  

National Federation of Georgian Wrestling 

Compiler of the Card (also indicate contact information) 

Vladimir Nutsubidze 577 17 80 22; (edited by Guliko Kvantidze 21.12.2016) 

The (ICH) carriers, participating in compilation of the Card and their contact information  

Gela Beruashvili 555 20 01 04; Valeri Parunashvili - 592 50 40 15; Otar Kurashvili  - 599 55 24 83; Malkhaz 
Beruashvili - 577 60 49 60; Jemal Mchedlishvili - 579 00 80 00. 

15. Date of compilation of the Registration Card 

6 3 updated on
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Reg. No Name Type Rec. card No 
Date of 

entering into 
the register 

Note

1 Georgian polyphony Performance art, social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/268 09.12.2014 17.11.2011. Was entered into the UNESCO List of 
Uncreated Masterpieces of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in 2001

2 Kvevri

Public experience, fields of handi

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#3/289 40858 National Decree of the 
President of 

Georgia 

#91 08.02.2011 17.11.2011. Kvevri making technology

3 The Ancient Georgian Traditional 
Qvevri Winemaking Metohod

Public experience, experience related to 
outward, fields of handicraft and 

technique

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia

#3/85 40987 National Decree of the 
President of 

Georgia

#257 30.03.2012 27.03.2012. Was entered into the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Culltural Heritage Monuments 

on December 4, 2013
4 “ Deda Ena”  -“Mother Tongue” (The 

textbook of the Georgian original 
alphabetical teaching method created 

by Iakob
Gogebashvili

Public experience, Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#03/43 41345 National Resolution of the 
Government of 

Georgia 

#295 14.04.2014 41358

5 Dance Perkhuli (round dance) Performance art Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia

#03/43 41345 National 41358

6 Berikaoba Performing art and Public experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#03/43 41345 41358

7 Kakhetian Mravalzhamieri Performance art, social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia

#03/43 41345 41358

8 Urban "Mravalzhamieri" Performing art and Public experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#03/43 41345 41358

9 Tradition of Georgian literary 
children's magazine - Magazine "Dila" 

Oral traditions and expression forms,  
Public experience

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#03/207 41591 41603

10 Dance "Khorumi" Performance art Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#03/207 41591 41603

11 Technology of making Meskhian 
cheese "Tenili" 

Social experience, experience, related to 
external world,  branches and techniques 

of handicraftsmanship

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia

#03/207 41591 41603

12 “ Annual tradition student initiation 
ceremony of the University of Treatre -

ceremonial of anointing with make-
up“

Oral traditions and expression forms, 
performance art, social experience

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#03/234 41632 41279

13 Continuous tradition of Georgian 
periodical publication - literary 

magazine "Tsiskari"

Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia

#03/234 41632 41279

14 “Technology and culture of Lagidze 
waters" 

Social experience, experience, related to 
external world,  branches and techniques 

of handicraftsmanship

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia

#03/234 41632 41279

15 Georgian wrestling” Public experience, perfomance art, 
branchens and techiques of 

handicraftsmanship

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia

#2/130 04.08.2014 National Resolution of the 
Government of 

Georgia

#24 24.01.2017 25.09.2014

Status (document, No, date) Category (document, No, date) Status 

15 Georgian wrestling” Public experience, perfomance art, Status of intabgible Order of the Minsiter of #2/130 04.08.2014 National Resolution of the #24 24.01.2017 25.09.2014
branchens and techiques of cultural heritage Culture and Monument Government of 

handicraftsmanship monument Protection of Georgia Georgia



16 Technology and culture of ancient 
Pshavian food product 

"Dambalkhacho" (soaked cottage 
cheese"

Social experience, experience, related to 
external world,  branches and techniques 

of handicraftsmanship 

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the Minsiter of 
Culture and Monument 
Protection of Georgia 

#2/156 03.09.2014 25.09.2014

17 Living culture of three writing systems 
of Georgian alphabet ”

Oral traditions and expression forms, 
social experience 

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/33 19.03.2015 National Resolution of the 
Government of 

Georgia 

#116 19.03.2015 20.03.2015 Was entered into the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Culltural Heritage Monuments 

on on November 30, 2016 

18 Traditional method of making 
Svanetian folk instrument "Chuniri" 

Social experience,  branches and 
techniques of handicraftsmanship 

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/34 9.03.2015 20.03.2015

19 Technology of making Svanetin hat Social experience,  branches and 
techniques of handicraftsmanship 

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/34 9.03.2015 20.03.2015

20 Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/34 9.03.2015 20.03.2015

21 Svanetian cuisine - traditional method 
of making Kubdari (Svan. "Kubed") 

Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/34 9.03.2015 20.03.2015

22 Svanetian cuisine - traditional method 
of making Svanetian salt 

Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/34 9.03.2015 20.03.2015

23 Svanetian cuisine - traditional method 
of making Tashmjabi 

Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/34 9.03.2015 20.03.2015

24 Social experience, form of oral expression Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/67 30.09.2015 7.10.2015

25 Tradition of use of medicinal- mineral, 
acid waters - Mugviri, Artskheeli, 

Kakhrld, Legab, Seti, Kvedilashi and 
Shdegi - in Zemo Svaneeti

Experience, related to external world Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/276 8.10.2015 15.10.2015

26 Traditional method of making of 
Svanetian folk instrument "Changi"

Traditional handicraft and handiwork Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/276 8.10.2015 15.10.2015

27 Tradition of wood engraving - 
ornaments on Svanetial traditional 
dwelling and household appliances 

Traditional handicraft and handiwork Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/276 8.10.2015 15.10.2015

28 Continuous tradition of Georgian 
periodical publication - literary 

magazine "Gantiadi" 

Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/277 8.10.2015 15.10.2015

29 Making technology of kakhetian 
Churchkhela

Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/305 30.10.2015 7.11.2015



30 Traditional method of making 
Kakhetian hat 

Traditional handicraft and handiwork Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/305 30.10.2015 7.11.2015

31 Technology of making Kakhetian 
bread (dedas puri - mother's bread) 

Social experience Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/305 30.10.2015 7.11.2015

32 Ancient tradition of Pottery in 
Vardisubani 

Traditional handicraft and handiwork Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/305 30.10.2015 7.11.2015

33 Oral traditions and expression form, 
performance art, social experience 

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/38 19.02.2016 16.03.2016

34 Bazieroba (hunting with catching bird, 
i.e. "bazi") 

Social experience, experience related to 
outer world 

Status of intabgible 
cultural heritage 

monument 

Order of the General Director 
of the National Agency for 

Cultural Heritage Protection 
of Georgia

#2/337 11.10.2016 27.10.2016
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