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The concept of globalization is a process which has economical as well as social, cultural and political dimensions.

The rapid changes undergone within the globalization process the cultures in different ways; these effects also arise with unfavorable sides thereof.

Certain cultural values and practices get extinguished or lose their functions.
On the other hand, globalization also provides us significant opportunities to become aware of our cultural richness, work together with a common consciousness, introduce and share our experience with the world. 

We are witnessing a process where international endeavors to enhance cultural integration and mutual understanding are on the rise. 

As you all know, the long-term studies focused on protection of cultural diversification gave its fruits in 2003.

UNESCO adopted the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage at the 32nd General Conference held in Paris on October 17, 2003. 

Turkey played an active role during the preparation process of the Convention and has become a party on March 27, 2006.

Our seat at the "Intergovernmental Committee", which is the executive organ of the Convention, shall continue until 2010. 

Prior to being a party to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,   Turkey has already conducted studies in this field.

The establishment of the Data and Documentation Center for Folklore in 1966 was a turning point in this field. This Center still functions within our Ministry. 

Turkish Radio and Television Institution (TRT), conservatories, local governments and non-governmental organizations also possess substantial archives. They continue to work on the protection, vitalization and promotion of the various elements of our intangible heritage.

The executive organ of the Convention for Turkey has accelerated the intangible cultural heritage studies through our Ministry’s General Directorate of Research and Education. 

In this regard, numerous activities are being held.

Among these activities; updating of archive data, generation of intangible cultural heritage inventories, preparation of Cultural Heritage List files and safeguarding studies are being carried out.  

Additionally, we are trying to support and contribute to the studies of UNESCO and other parties of the Convention. 

We will continue to support and contribute the efforts of the United Nations and the member states both in civilization and intercultural dialogues and intangible cultural heritage areas. 

Within this scope, Turkey is hosting the 3rd Session of Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.
In the framework of the meeting program, various art and cultural events relevant to the issue have been prepared. 

We would like to present you our cultural values more closely through the files we have submitted to be registered on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Karagöz, minstrelsy tradition, meddahlık, çam düdüğü and Semah are important aspects of our rich cultural heritage and still determinately existing. 
Mevleviye and Sema Ceremony are in the List of Masterpieces of Oral and Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Within this concept, the concert "Mevlana Concerto" accompanied by Symphony Orchestra as well as the Mevlana poetry and documentary are taking place in this program. 
Hoping that you will witness the Turkish traditional hospitality with this particular occasion, I welcome you all to our country. I wish you a successful meeting and I would like to express my sincere thanks to everybody who contributed to the organization of this conference.
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