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PAR Nt:MAH:KIAL.~ 1\.l 'LTl'RAS .\1:\!\TO.IUMA SA(;l.AH..\SA"il! 

( i.Bioks 

I at\ ija ~110-t.gadii pit."\ it."nojas t INI;S( '() lom crh.:i_jai par nt'makriata kultiin-t.'> manto­
juma saglahaSanu ~ turpmak h:htii KonH·n~.·ijal. lums 'icns 1111 pamatmc~icm ir 'il·tcjo ko­
pit'nu. 1-..a ~ ir til.'sic m:matl.'riata kultums mantnjuma ~:inasanu un pra.-.m_ju glahataji. lidt.dalihas 
r<1~inasana sava ncmatcriala kuhur.ts mantojuma saglahasana un talaknodoSana.Alsungas. < iu­
cknicku un Jurkalm·s pagasti :!.001. gada dihinaja organizaciju .. Ftniskas kultilras ccntn; Suiti", 
lai sadarhiha ar \'alsts, pasvaldihu institucijam. sahicdriskn un privati:> scktoru koplgicm spc­
kil.'m darltu \'isu icspejamo. lai saglahatu. populari~:ctu un nodotu talii.k ::;uitu kultliras mantoju­
mu. 

atkliiti halst~jot-
,par" 5 dcputati 1 < i Bll1ks. A.Soknlm-skis. I .Baumanc.A.Kaminskis.< i.Ro1mtalsl. 
.. pretr• nav . 
.. attura~"na~. padom~ nol~mj : 

I \'l:rstil.'S pie l.al\ ijas Rcpublikas Kulturas ministrijas ar IUg_umu athalstlt suitu kopium tfts 
n:nticnos saglahat suitu kultum. t.sk. Starp\aldihu komitcj::t ncmatcrial;i kulturas manto­
_juma saglabii~mii icsnicgt pil·tcikumu .. Suitu lulturtclpa~ saglahasana .. (turpmak tt•kstii 
Pi.:ll'ikums) ta potcncialajai id.lall'ianai .. Ncmatcri iilais kultiira~ mantojums. kam jano­
drvsina ncatlickama saglahii.~na .. starptautiska (UNLSCU) Hmer;ta saraksta. kura it.n:idc 
m•tcikta ar Komcncijas IV.dalas 17. pantu: 

::::Kultlira.'i ministrijas :nbab1a g-adijuma i/\eidot darha gmpu Pictt'ikuma sagat;nos;mai: 

3.Aisungas. Ciudcnid..u un Jiirkalncs paga.-;ticm sa\u icspeju mhdiis l'idl.'ikuma iL.'itradc~ 
darha grupai snicgt !k.-picci~."Sarml athalstu un palidzThu. 
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h:l lllh. \'- H•\.10"''­
(;t"l)J:.::'</J[hT PAG.\ST.\ I' \D(>:\H 

(;aisrna~ id:t. ·'J'a::a,tmaja··. Cudcnkkupa~ .. h:uldil!a' rJ.J .. I\ -J.\1 ~ 
tftir !•.' _\ · ~ ~ i I~. ! .b< (,_\\-~: I I· . •>J>.!·I' ~~tichc n i~;.; · .: ~uld1 .. I. 

SEDES PROI'OKOU IZIMICSI'S 

1.# 
Par !H•mat<.•ri!ila kultfirao, mantoiuma 1\l!!!l:~hit~anu 

"- em!'ll 'L' l . t n. k.t: 

prot. :\r. 7 

I. Lat\i_l;, .:!U!.J.t.~ad~ pl l'\h.'IJ,lja~ L" ·LS\'0 1--um,;neiJ.ti p:u Ih.' lll:lkn:ii:'t 1--ultura'-. 
mantll_llll11a sa1,!1<h.'L <tllll (turpmak td~~t''i K.vll\ L'll ·i1• l. kura :> ' iens 11u 
pamatm0r~icm ir Yil'ti:j1) kopienu. k,~:-; ir tiesit? ncmaiL'rial:i kul\\ira:;; mantPium;t 
; in:isaml un prasmju glah:.-itaji. lld;.dalthas rosinasana sa\ a ll~.:· matc:ri;ilfl kult nras 
mantojuma saglahnsanft un talftk nodosanft, 
;\ bun~as. liudcniL'ku un J flrkalncs pa~asti JOO l.ga j~ dibinaja vrgani z~icij u 
·Ttni J...:t-.; kultflras l'L' Il\r~ Suiti". lai sadarhtha ar \al.\ ... , p<t~\aldthu institul·ij ril ll. 
sahi,Jri.;ktl un pri,·at-l SL'kton: kvp:!.!it·m sp'kiem darTt ti 'i ~ u 1 ':;pt'j<,lllP. l.ti 
-.:;;l~labl'!ltl. p~'pulari; tu unnodP1t11Jiak ~ui tu J...ultUr:ts !l1.tllt••ltllllll. 

Gu~knid,u pa~a~t~~ padnllh.' atl-..lati habojot 11olcmi: 
1. \ 'i:- r-,ties pil' l.at\·ijas Repuhlikas Kultftras mtmstriJa" ar !ftt:UllHt ;Hh;:l.;tTt .~uitu 

"-'•pit•nu !Js ccntil'lll):'i saglahat ~;uitu kultftru. Staq)Yaldihu knmi<-:-ja ncm.lterifd:t 
1-.tdtura. mnntnjuma saglabasana iesnicgt pidt?iJ...umu .. Suitu kultitnL·lp;~s 

sa~·lahasana" tturpmak kk~ta Pil'IL'ikumsJ tit pnkttL·i;tlajai id-..)ausanui 
.. ~em.JIL'rial;:is kultitras mantojums. kam jft:1odrnsma ncatl id:ama sattlahasam" 
:-.tarptautiska (l i'\1-S( '( l) llml.'t)a sarakslft. kura i;\·L·idL· llPIL'ikta ar KPtl\ t' lll'i_J a ~ 

1\' .da!as I:. pantu: 
i>.u i ll1ras m ini~trijas athalsta gadTJUllla 
S<)~ata\\)Si<:la i: 

i? vcillot darha ~rupu 

r\btm~as . GudcnieJ...u un .lflrkalnt:s paga~tit·m :-,•n Lt iesp-.:_iu rob · .. <ts PictL·iLHna 
i7str;'tdc' darha ~rupa i sniL'gt nepiec i e~alll(l athalstu un p~ilid71ht r 

SfDF" \ ' .\lli"l \.JS : 
D.BFJU:'\I>E 

IZR\KSTS 1',\RUZf; 
I ntdl'i~I L'ktt p;:~a'>ta pad li'Jl'~ ,e_ .1 

Uutkllld:n ~ ~~-117.2001') 
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Si=.Dt·S PROTOKOLA IZRAKSTS 

\\·nbpils rainna .llirkalrlL':-. pagasta .20ilX.gada _,I .jfllija 
ipr. tokPb m.X. ""~-

7.§.flar· Suitu kultlu·tduas 'irr.ihu uz 1'\"ESCO. 
\l.lb,i ;i:-;. _-\ RrCtl-.li~. R.\tbt>n.·. (i .:\nh\111'\il:;:. (i .Spadc .. ! 1-\.atlin-.: ~i~. 

~t:mot Yl.'ra to. ka Ltt\ ija _21)(1-Lgada pil'\ i~no.iil~ l li\'1 SU l k(>ll\\~n ci_iai par llL'lllatcriab 
k ulti:irot\ m ant 'juma :;agbbiE~Hlll t turpm:ik tt:btli Kt m·entiia 1. km as \ iLil:- no 
p.unatmi?r~it>m ir \ il..'ti:'_il' "-•'! i-.:nu. 1-..a<, ir ti -~il.' 11L'l1i ttl.'r iJiii kultur.\s mam '.iuma zina·anu un 
pnt~mju glab~t:iji. Hd;lallha~ ~~~~in:isanai s.t\a tll:mattrial:i kuhlira~ mant\ljuma ~ae>labH~ana 
Ull taJ:i!-..nPd\lS,IJl:i. 
\ bun~·a . ( iudl'n i-.:k u un .lihk.dtll> paga,ti 21\llJ -~\. td;i dibi liij;: 1'rg.1ni;:"i'-·i_iu .. 1- tni~kais 
kultura~ t:L·ntr:; Suiti ... lai saclarbiNi ar \'nlsts. pa~\·a ldlbu institllciiam. sahit·drisko un 
pri\ all• ~ckll\rU kt•plgit:lll ::.pi::·ki\.'!11 da:.-1 U \ i:-u il.'~p\:jal1lll. bi . :1g L\h:ttu. p lJ1UbriY-dll U1l 

t:.,Jt'tll t:it:ti-.. :--uitu ku! ttnas mant11=umu. 
l 1·~('0 I at\i_ia~ ~aL"iPn:ilil knmisija ar IX.t17.200l{.\~.,luli r.--1.5 : 1R5 ir i;~niq!w .. i 
>tll'inttnnt. ka "- t•ll \ t: n~·ija par n.:maiL'riJI: ku tl'mt m:mt.•.iuma s•igl:thJs tiHl nctlosak:t 
n .. k:i In. innht·i11_j111nus ':ti!-.tltus ar kritl>rij,-,~ pbnosanu. nphit\ i ':n saimnicc i ~l-.. ,' darblbu . 
.lurkalnes pagastn padnm~ atkl:ni hal st~j\l\ .. par" h balsi~ ( \I.Dad/i-.:. A.Hrltklis. IL\n-.:,,n~. 
( t..\nt1 >1lt>\ il::t. U.'-pa,k . .I .J..;.amin ki::.. ) ... prd .. naY b:tl <: i ..... .tlllura ·· tW\ bal is. noli'ma: 

I. .-\it:in:ll l.at\·ijas Repuhlikas 1-\.ultiira ~ mini:-;tri_iu athalstit suint kt\piL'llll t:i'- n:ntit'Jli)S 
::.a~l:tb:it ~tti,tu kultltru. t.:--.1\ .lldz ~:! gada ~ 1-_i tili_! :un Staqn aldihu kt.Jmitcj:l 
n,·mall'riiil:t kulliira-.. mantojuma sa~bba::..m.l it:~niq!l pidc:ikumu .. Suilll 
kultl"lrlL'Ipa~ sa~ laba~ana·· (turpmak h:kst:i Pit:teikum~) 1;1 poh:ncialaiai it:k!ausanai 
.. 1\~·mah:riftlai:-.. kullllra" m~lll '_ium~. ham _i:uwdt •>~i nJ t11.:a1 i id;.Jm:l ·ag l:tbii~.ma .. 
~urptallt; o.;\..a d T SCU J rimct.Jll ... arak ... ta. 1-.ur:~ iz\·L·idc tll.lll'ikta :lr Ktlll\'l'llL·ijas 
I\' .da!as 17.p:mtu. 
1\.ultl!ra-: mini strija~ •llh:tl:-.ta !,-!:tlljum~. pil:'tblltit:.-. d~u bJ gnt!':b il.\..:iJ~•'.:m:i 

1 ic11:i k uma ~agata\'n'.:Hlai. 
--; ~ ~~p.:_iu rPb'-·za~ PiL·t~ikuina iL.slr?ides darba grupai sni~..:gt 11L~picci .. ·~::tn1n ~1th:1lstu un 

:did/lhu 

1/RAKST~ P:\RFIZ~­

P;t:-'a':a pad lllK'" ~d: rL·t:ir(' 

I ~. ~--llllX. 
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var abonet lidz 
23. augustam {ieskaitot), 
Kufdlga;, pest~~ nodaj~£ 
u1 Skr..rtrlr; t:) '-J.l! :z:1rfl'{· 

lidz 27. augustam ''"se"'' :~r 1 

TSZI~AS 

]I Viesosies Eiropas 
1 Parlamenta priekssedis 
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Dizsapulce atbalsta pieteikumu UNESCO 
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pulct "i~nbal-.•gi nolt'mh hnpi­
••:tt :-,uitu nt·matt'ri.tla ~ultilra)li 

n•anlujum:. ,irziSanu uL \icnu '"' 
k11l10r.- '~rnbu sual.,litm 
l'~FS< ·o "•••nencijfi.J•:u m· 
mal~ri~Ja l.ultun• mantujuma 
'ia~lahi~anu . 
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June 19. 2008 

G. Bloks 

Republic of Lan·ia 
Kuldiga region 

Alsunga Municipal Council 

Decision 

#12 

On Presenation of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

No. 6 

Latvia in 2004 ratified a UNESCO Conwntion for the Safegurading of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage (fm1her in text - Convention ). one of the goals of which is to 
fac ilitate involvement of local communities- the direct guardians of skills and 
knmdedge oflocal intangible cultural heritage - into preservation of this heritage. 

M unicipalities of Alsunga. Gudenieki and Jurkalne already in 200 1 jointly established 
the Et/mic ( 'ulture ('enter Suiti Foundation in order to. in cooperation with state and 
municipal institutions. public and private sector. make all possible actions to preserve. 
publicize and ensure generational transfer of the Suiti cultural heritage. Taking this 
into account in an open voting: 

'"'"in support" 5 deputies (G. Bloks. A. Sokolovskis. L. Baumane. A. Kaminskis. 
G . Rozentals ). 
'"'against" none. 
'"'to abstain" none. the Council decides: 

1. To approach Ministry of Culture with a request to support activities of the 
Suiti community aimed at preservation oflocal cultural heritage. including 
submission to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage the application to nominate Suiti Cultural Space 
to the UNESCO List oflntangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent 
Safeguarding (further Nomination ) according to the Article 17 part IV of the 
Convention: 

2. In case of support from the Ministry of Culture. to set up a Working Group for 
preparation of this Nomination: 

3. For Alsunga municipality jointly with Gudenieki and Jurkalne municipalities 
to provide necessary support to this Working Group. 

Copy is correct: 
Alsunga Municipal Council 
Secretary V. Zingberga 
Alsunga. 24. 07.2008 



Kuldiga region 

Gudenieki Municipal Council 

Excerpt from the Minutes of the Council Meeting 

July 24. 2008 No. 7 
#1 

On Presenation of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Taking into account that: 

1. In 2004 LatYia ratified a UNESCO ConYention for the Safegurading of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage (further in text - Convention). one of the goals of 
which is to fac ilitate involvement of local communities - the direct guardians 
of skills and knm\·ledge of local intangible cultural heritage - into preservation 
of this heritage: 
Municipalities of Alsunga. Gudenieki and Jiirkalne al ready in 2001 jointly 
established the Ethnic ( 'ulture ( 'emer Suiti Foundation in order to. in 
cooperation with state and municipal institutions. public and printe sector. 
make all possible actions to preserve. publicize and ensure generational 
transfer of the Suiti cultural heritage. 

Gudenieki Municipal Council in an open Yoting decides: 

1. To approach Ministry of Culture with a request to support activities of the 
Suiti community aimed at preservation of local cultural heritage. including 
submission to the Intergovemmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage the application to nominate Suiti Cultural Space 
to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent 
Safeguarding (further Nomination ) according to the Article 17 part IV of the 
Convention: 

2. In case of support from the Ministry of Culture. to set up a Working Group for 
preparation of this Nomination: 

3. For Gudenieki municipality jointly with Alsunga and Jiirkalne municipalities 
to proYide necessary support to this W m·king Group. 

Meeting was chaired by: 
Chairwoman ofthe Minicipal Council: 

Copy is correct 
Secretary of Gudenieki Municipal Council 
Gudenieki 28.07.2008 

D. Berende 

S. Konovajenko 



Jiirkalne Municipal Council 

Excerpt from the Minutes of the Municipal Council Meeting 

In Jiirkalne. Ventspils region July 31. 2008 
(Minutes No. 8. #7) 

#7 On Nomination of Suiti Cultural Space to UNESCO 
M. Dadzis. A. Briiklis. R. Ansons. G. AntonoYica. G. Spade. J. Kaminskis 

In 2004 Lat\·ia ratified a UNESCO Convention for the Safegurading of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage (fm1her in text - Conwntion). one of the goals of which is to 
facilitate inYolYement of local communities -the direct guardians of skills and 
know'ledge of local intangible cultural heritage- into preserYation of this heritage. 

Municipalities of Alsunga. Gudenieki and Jiirkalne already in 2001 jointly established 
the Et/mic ( 'ulture ( 'enter Suiti foundation in order to. in cooperation with state and 
municipal institutions. publ ic and priYate sector. make all possible actions to preserYe. 
publicize and ensure generational transfer of the Suiti cultural heritage. 

As UNESCO Latvian National Commission with its letter No. 4.51185 from 
18.07.2008 has stated that the ConYention does not impose restrictions to owrall 
economic actiYities and zoning procedures. Jiirkalne Municipal Council in an open 
voting 6 Yotes "for" (M. Dadzis. A. Briiklis. R. Ansons. G. AntonoYica. G. Spade. J. 
Kaminskis) none "against". none "abstained". decided: 

1. To approach Ministry of Culture with a request to support activities of the 
Suili community aimed at preservation of local cultural heritage. including 
submission to the IntergoYemmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage the application to nominate Suiti Cultural Space 
to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent 
Safeguarding (further Nomination) according to the Article 17 part IV of the 
Convention: 

2. In case of support from the Ministry of Culture, to participate in setting up a 
Working Group for preparation of this Nomination: 

3. To provide possible necessary support and assistance to this Working Group. 

Chainnan 

Copy is correct. 
Secretary of the Municipal Council 
15. 08.2008 

M. Dadzis 

B. Trauberga 



Dizsapulce atbalsta pieteikumu UNESCO 

In the Great meeting nomination to UNESCO receives support. 

On Sunday in Alsunga a community meeting gaYe a unanimous approYal to continue 
ongoing work to nominate Suiti intangible cultural heritage for one of the CNESCO 
lists created according to the Convention for Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. 

LNESCO is not some distant outsider institution. said Dace Melbarde. Deputy State 
Secretary tl:om the Ministry of Culture. To the dense crowd of inhabitants from 
Alsunga and Gudenieki municipalities in the ne\Yly renoYated hall of Ethnic Culture 
( 'emer Suiti Foundation she explained. what is this organization. which possibly may 
extent its protection also to Suiti cultural heritage. The United Nations Education. 
Science and Culture Organization unites owr 200 member states. LatYia is one of 
them. According a Ul\:ESCO Conwntion there is work going on to create a 
representatiYe list of \Yorld heritage and a list for the heritage in need of urgent 
safeguarding. 

Earlier UNESCO had drawn up a list of masterpieces of oral and intangible cultural 
heritage. LatYia has tried to make nominations two times so far. It did not succeed 
with LatYian folk songs ( Lat\ju dainas ). but it did succeeded with the tradition of 
Baltic Song and Dance FestiYals. D. Melbarde agreed. that failure \Vith the 
nomination of fol k songs has proYided a useful experience. 

People usually want to know. what good comes out of UNESCO recognition. No 
streams of gold will arrive as a result. Nevertheless. it is an excellent opportunity to 
once again eYaluate ourselYes and to understand. how and \Yith what we are unique in 
the world. Nomination tile will include a description and also a safeguarding plan for 
the next five years which has to ensure a long-term sustainability of cultural values. 
As a rule nominations are submitted by the state. And if they are then accepted by the 
UNESCO. state will take the responsibility to preserve the nominated cultural Yalues. 
But still nothing can happen. if the community itself: which is practicing the 
intangible heritage. will not \Yant or is not ready to take care of its cultural values. 
added D. Melbarde. The present members of Suiti community continned their 
determination to protect their unique Yalues in a meeting with a unanimous vote .. for ... 

Signe Pujate. Senior Otlicer in the Ministry of Culture. also participated in the 
meeting. She promised to continue the work together with the Suiti. Now we can 
make the preparation work for CNESCO until next spring and inform Ministry of 
Culture about the taken decision. said Head of Ethnic ( 'u/ture ('em er Suiti 
Foundation. Grigorijs Rozentals. 

Text and photo by Juris Lipsnis. 

Kurzem11ieks, 19.08.2008 



Suitu kultiiras glabsana- pasu zil)a. 

Safeguarding of Suiti culture- obligation of the community. 

Last \Yeek in the hall of Alsunga Secondary School. inhabitants of all three Suiti 
municipalities came together to work out an action plan for safeguarding the Yal ues of 
their intangible cultural heritage. 

There has to be a plan. 

\Vhen working on the nomination file for the UNESCO urgent safeguarding list (it 
has to be finished and ready for sending to Paris in March) it is important to 
understand. what the community itself is ready to do. The plan has to be made for the 
period of fiYe years. Signe Pujate. Senior Officer from the Ministry of Culture. had 
aniYed from the Capital to assist in the process. Pat1icipants diYided themseiYes into 
a number of\\·orking groups. where they had to come up with answers to three key 
questions: .. Where we are?" ... Where we goT and .. How are we going to get there?"". 
E Yery working group later presented its ideas to the other pat1icipants so that the best 
ideas could be integrated into the foundations of the safeguarding plan. 

\\1hen answering to the first question. almost all groups mentioned chief threats for 
the Suiti cultural heritage. such as: low population. outward migration. lack of 
attractiYe employment opportunities. which push the young generation out to urban 
centers. Only Yery few people today ha Ye good knowledge of local traditions. Suiti 
dialect has almost disappeared. as are many old place names. No one plays bagpipes 
any more. though there is big interest in learning kokle playing. It is positiw. that 
there are three actiYe adult folk groups which can transfer knowledge to t\H) children 
folk groups. There are six traditional dance groups in Alsunga and one in Jiirkalne. 

The future Yision has been made. 

When meeting came to depicting of the future. introduction of local subjects into the 
school education system. a program for traditional music instruments in Alsunga 
M usic School. production and trading of local crafts. development of culture tourism 
were among items. that were mentioned. Suiti hope that transfer of cultural heri tage 
to the young generation wi ll be ensured. 

Participants also mentioned the key pre-conditions that haYe to be in place to make 
thi s all happen. First. financial suppot1 from municipal and state Iewls has to be 
ensured. as there are many things \Yhich cannot be done without money. Second. 
infrastructure has to be dewloped and oYerall economic life has to be reYitalized. to 
make the region more attractive for both the inYestors and the young generation of 
5)uiti. But what is most important. that ewry member of the Suiti community has to 
understand that only they themselws can implement the safeguarding plan. The first 
step- making the plan- nm\ has already been made. 

Text and photo by Juris Lipsnis. 

Kurzem11ieks, 2-t.02.2009 


