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National Omani Inventory

The Omani Ministry of Heritage and Culture has prepared the national inventory of all
elements of Omani intangible cultural heritage with the participation of a number of
relevant government institutions. These included the Public Authority for Craft
Industries, the Ministry of Social Development, the Ministry of Sports Affairs and
Sultan Qaboos University, as well as the participation of civil society organizations
such as the Omani Women's Association, Cultural Club and practitioners of
traditional crafts.

The inventory includes several categories, namely folklore, customs, traditions,
traditional cuisine, traditional crafts, folk games, folk tales, and other aspects of
Omani intangible cultural heritage. This inventory was compiled in the field directly
from Omani communities. The objective is to take inventory, classify, and archive all
the elements of the intangible cultural heritage of Oman. Another objective is to
review all that has been written or published about the various elements of Omani
intangible cultural heritage.

Objectives of the National Omani Inventory:

1. Inventory and classification of all elements of the intangible cultural heritage of
Oman, with a view to preserving this heritage and establishing appropriate
safeguarding measures for each element.

2. Documentation of all data and information related to each cultural element.

3. Review all that has been written or published about Omani intangible cultural
heritage.

4. The development of an electronic database of all the elements of Omani intangible
cultural heritage.

5. The participation of the local community in the implementation of the Omani
national inventory through:

- The collection of information and data related to the national inventory by a
group of researchers, stakeholders, and practitioners from different
government institutions and private organizations.

- Conducting face to face interviews with practitioners of intangible cultural
heritage to gather data on each element.

- Reviewing the information gathered by researchers, stakeholders, and
practitioners before entering it into the final record.

- Making the information in the inventory available to scientific and academic
institutions and civil society organizations, such as sports federations, cultural
clubs, public libraries, Omani women's associations, the Omani Society for
Literature and Writers, among others.



Methodology and Inventory Survey:

The inventory form used to compile the intangible cultural heritage inventory was
prepared in accordance with UNESCO's methodology and in accordance with articles
11 and 12 of the International Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural
Heritage. The form contains information on each cultural element, its geographical
scope, its status in terms of survival and continuity, the names of the interviewees,
the researcher, and images of the element where possible.

Researchers and participants in collecting information for the inventory have
attended training programs on research, collecting information, and conducting
interviews and surveys.

Updating Listings:

In 2013, the national inventory witnessed a new phase of preparation and
development when a team of researchers and scholars was commissioned to review
it thoroughly. This was carried out in two phases:

- The first phase included the presentation of all the information that had been
compiled about practitioners and knowledgeable individuals and enthusiasts of
national cultural heritage and verifying information on each cultural element from
them.

- The second phase included conducting direct interviews with practitioners about
which cultural elements they wish to add to the inventory. A numbers of elements
of Omani intangible heritage were collected directly from these practitioners and
added to the inventory.

Students from the Sultan Qaboos University, academics. and researchers, as well as
community members, participated in the process of updating the lists.



Inventory and Documentation Section at the Ministry of Heritage and Culture:

In August 2016, the Omani National Inventories witnessed a significant development.
A unit called the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage was formed under the
Ministry of Heritage and Culture. It included three sections: The Intangible Heritage
Conservation Section, the Oral History Section, and the Inventory and
Documentation Section. The latter was formed with the responsibility of compiling
an inventory of national cultural heritage.

With this new structure, the national inventories came under an independent section
charged with making plans and carrying out programmes for compiling elements of
intangible cultural heritage, organizing workshops on national inventories, and
overseeing regular updates of the inventory.
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National Omani Inventory
Category: Customs and Traditions



1. Identify the elements of intangible cultural heritage

e Element name as used:

2.93 Camel Races R N

¢ A Short title of intangible cultural heritage (containing a reference to the domain or areas
of the intangible cultural heritage to which it belongs):

- Camel races are an element of Omani cultural heritage -

» Practitioners and designated groups:

¢ Geographical location and spread of the element:

Camel races are widespread in all governorates of the Sultanate, be that in the form of
camel owners, race tracks, or camel breeding.

¢ Brief description of the element:
Camel races are a part of Omani intangible cultural heritage. They are held in various
governorates of the Sultanate in specialized race tracks. Races are categorized by age and
associated with names such as Al fata’em, Al houl, Al Thanaya, Al lagaya and others.

Camel races are widely practiced and attended in Oman, particularly among breeders and
camel owners. These races reflect the relationship between man and the camel and man’s
keenness to breed, raise, and care for camels.

2. Features of the Element
e Practitioners who exercise the element of intangible cultural heritage (including name, sex,
profession, etc.):

- Camels Owners: those who own camels, be they institutions or individuals
- Specialists: Specialist breeders of racing camels

- Farmers: Those who cultivate and grow feed for camel feeding

- Local committees: Groups who organize and supervise races

e  Other participants in the cultural element through their work:

| Folk performers and groups

Traditional craftsmen.

Farmers

Veterinary clinics

Various media

Companies that sponsor and support camel racing.




e language/Languages used in the practice of the cultural element

Arabic - _ —‘

e Physical elements associated with the cultural element (tools / equipment / costumes /
spaces / ritual objects (if any):

| Automated riders, camel breeding_and raising facilities, racing and training facilities with |

all related equipment and installations.

e Other non-physical factors associated with the cultural element (if any):

e Customary practices governing access to the element:

‘ There are no customary practices, and most of the data is available to the public and the
media.

* Methods of passing down the practice to other members of the community:

The cultural element is passed down directly from one generation to the next through
participating in races or breeding and raising camels.

¢ Relevant organizations (organizations / associations / civil society organizations, etc.) (if
any):

Oman Camel Federation,

Royal Camel Corps.

Maydan Al Bashaer Camel Racecourse

Maydan Sohar Camel Racecourse

El Fleij Racecourse

Maydan Al Abyad and Maydan Al Fateh Camel Racecourses
Maydan Al Kamil and Al Wafi Camel Racecourse

Maydan Ibri Camel Racecourse

Maydan Al Dugm Camel Racecourse

Maydan Thumrait Camel Racecourse




3. Status of the Cultural Element: Viability and Sustainability

Threats to the practice of the cultural element within the relevant community / group:
There are no direct threats to these camel races. Camel breeding is gaining interest from

a variety of different groups. Participation in races is thriving and the popularity of
camel racing is strong and growing.

4. Data collection: restrictions, special permissions (collection and access)

e  Group and community approval and involvement in data collection:

[ _fhrough direct interviews with those involved in breeding, raising, and racing camels.
Through sources and references that have addressed with this cultural element such as
writers, researchers, and enthusiasts.

e Restrictions on access and use of data:

|
| None.

e Knowledgeable people / sources of information (names, status, and affiliation):

- Interview with relevant and knowledgeable individuals:

Abdullah bin Tawirish bin Mohammed Al - Wahibi
Saeed bin Saghir bin Humaid Al - Wahibi

Amer bin Rashid bin Muslim Omar

Said Salem Al - Sagheer Al - Wahaibi

| Hamoud bin Mohammed bin Saeed Al Harthy

5. References on intangible cultural heritage (if any)

e Literature: books, articles, etc.:

' Harthy, Ali Abdullah, Horses and Camels, 2006.
World of Camel Magazine o

Audiovisual media and other materials in archives, museums, and private collections (if
any):

The New Oman Camels in a New Dawn: Royal Camel Corps, 2010 (video)




¢ Documentation in archives, museums, and private collections (if any):

6. Details on the inventory taking process

e The person(s) who collected, categorized, and entered the inventory:

[ Walid bin Said bin Nasser Al Busaidi

e Consent of the relevant communities and groups to (a) conduct the inventory (b) to
provide information for the inventory:

e Date of entry of information into the inventory:

01/01/2018

e Photographs:

[

e References:

|

Date created :
Date modified:
User name :
Save:



s?f

N

Ses el
3.51.5:;5} ﬁ:-"jd‘ 84139

dileall dxido gl nasell o3lg3

$oledl ad GLEN QAN il yae]

oLl pt SR LA B30



dloal! wﬂl x| 9355.9

Ciliseo dS)Lies 3y dudogll pasdll @3lg3 olusl A8l SR Byljy caold
ddyoudl lebivall doladl diggll Jio Jlomadl g A8l €13 e 9ol 3l 3ol
ALoYL gl Olakudl dnolrg &byl O95adl Byl99 daslaiardl dnaitll )99
S oy doleall Blyedl dmazxS ol aeimell Gluwie & JI
Wiy ooty duaddl Ogiill By Wilgl Bus AcSEN Cassdy ¢ crmabonlls
Luaddl OUEEly parailly duaddl Clalilg dsuadinll Oysly damdil YY1
Loliee Aa3la)l 0do aazr @3 Udg csaledl pe Jlandl LS Sl I3 pao oo pEY
Sl b U S Oloyhe amesr Ciuiualy pas Bugs . Sloadl asiomall (e
3y 518,35 5 o S Anryeg gy Ailaioll oleslaally Bl S 3539 Asilas)
(solall p BN LI polis o

rddleat! dudo gl pasel o31gd LBl

i Ogu0 CBugy. doleall solall e U SN Cldyke gren Cibualy pas -)
Bayie JSI dxutioll Lilosell SWIT a9 LA

S5 bl ae JUE S Oloyhes ddlaiell Sleglaally SUbdl JS (3845 -V
B s B3 yhe

(gl A& JUEH SR polic e anliS 9f 8,45 05 Lo JS dazrlype -

28 QU O polic Jgo danx 03 o S ol A9 ASY) Olke Buscld asbg -t
ORI

WS (o g dbleall dibo gl nasul 05198 Juais ‘3 ol anizeell 4S)lés -0

Ol alide (o grleally aeigally Wl e degame ol -
+do gl 5 yoedl @319y ddlatiall Caliludly Cile glaodl aecms dyolselly due gSoul



U3y golall ae LN O obiad crunlosdl e Bailee Oleld oly) -
" reiall Jg> Ul @akisd

neigally (il (e degame NS e ez @ (@I UL dazlpe -
S el 3 Ll JL3] B crslanlly

dran 35919 dualadl Oluwsgall e sasell (3193 § Clludly Ologlandl g2y -
OliSelly dAEY LUVlg duplyll ISV ¢ Juhall aeioall Sl §ag
&AL g ccbaVlg LUSW ddleall darozdlg ddlaa! Bl pall Oiliaasrg dalall

-1 padl 8ylediul 9 dumgin

dagiall dumgiadl UM (30 Gl b B S Ol ydo pas Bylaiul Sluel o3
LBV e VY9 V) bolell (3839 dudogl pasell @518 Slusl § gSudgull s
o Wlaglae e Bylaiwdl Cinyal Cus @oladl A G S Hgual Al
slowsl I dBLOYL dllpaiusly dliy Cus (o aillog ¢ dlyaandl ddlaly ¢ paiall

.58l O] paiall ygu09 bl palrg paiall Ao

B Ay gralnd Ao glf 3yl 03193 Slus] Adas § Sylinally bl auias- Ul
dupnie OOl ely] iyl g Byleiwl dilaioll iloglaally OUL aos dibos
bl

RPUY-| JONES

G yglaillg SENI oo By Ao duidogll pasell 3199 gl oY VY ple §

Ao dndaall 04n iy (a3 0B dmaripes sty Ll cpe (§3yd LSS o3

-1

craigally (adylally crupload! (s dnoz @3l S oy Jodid SV Apall -

C13y9 deglas 9f Bole S Jg> pee @ailly aoionall bl oo noliadl adg
AWl polie o pais sl (3
aixall 3131 (e canyland! me Brdiles CBlie sly] o AL Al yoll
¢ moliall odd dlo> R 94.:35&&5&1! I gdls| Ogad g @” rebadl Jo=>



ddleat! Goledl pe Sl polis (po dadall ez @3 ddo- ol 8l IS 09
A58l I Lgbbalg ¢_poliall o dlos O riles ‘JSJA
3BTy gl Olakudl daslr oo &b @3lgdll Couod dudos § Lyl g
ol i craslaal! aaizmadl o181 1 ABLSYL by

-1d8lalg S Byl g9 35 9ily masdl @ud

Uy 92 Tglad dslentl Al gll pamell 03193 Ciugd pY V1 ple e yulawil 3
LA Bylhg 3 okl b BUIN LI BSID ooy dnagSir Busmg JiSKAS 03
S 9yl Fy il ey (Sl e SHAN O guo pud ™ pLuBT AW Cayd> (ABLEI
Aoleadl dulogll pasdl @Sighs AVl euwdll sug <" 389Ul paxll pudy
G Dl s Lowd 20 duibogll ozl @3lgd Commol ASEUN odgag
pudaiiy cgoledl b B GIA nolis aoze ddkasiell zeolplly Jalasdll lushy
Gt Jofpe (Je uudll Do WS dibogll paell @3l9dy diolsl Jaall iy

31 JSho dQ3ta




LSS 33\ .0 . :
LBly yasad] deaidl Y €




(Slilg colalall) Qb



@Jw\ﬁ@m\ &l pale Maad o

Ol il ¥,4Y |

S Jaall syl e Liging ) galall je A G il paial juad fgic @
(el /A ety A galall e EEN il i la

el EN & e Gagd) Gl -

‘Ls:u.d\ c"_il.cl.o;jbu}u)w\ ®

b‘)u&\}‘)mazﬂ&‘)uj‘é}d‘ ®

L'J..J.JL)A J\ (’;;@J!. i) RS ;\}m Al callhdla g Qe ‘._?J (.’AGJ. } Q&L\M ki
O A i e SIS g il

: 111 e oy @

Glladlag Calida b lgadat oy galall e AEH & 3l jalie (e Gl Gl
A Sl g A LA e G Gl JBA (e @l g danadie (ualie G Aikalidl
L5 gl 5 alndllS clyansey a5 U slac ) (385 Lgilid 5 Lol 521 3o
Ll

LS gl @Bla g 30 (e il el 8 (e Aaad 5 AS jlie gl () il
Lt s L Alinl) o dapa g Y15 ) o AR llandl o3 (eSS

: il Gailald ¥
J.sc‘_gw\k_:\)ﬂ\)@G;\Jb}»m‘&uuw\u}d}d\/uij\ L
(A L Al Ay Gainlly ) @l 8 Ly ) 4 jlaa s (salal)

J\J&\ ‘9\ ul.u.u:y ;\}n d.\y‘ PRV dlo:\ e d.l;” Dl
Ll LAl u;@j\ e LY UJ)MAM -
el plaly o pall GO el 334 (pm s com s S -




R e

 paialls agllee ddaii jo 3 AT O3S Lie @

Al gl (38
Al el Glaal
0o ) all

Akl Clabad)
dalia ae ) Sl g

) A8y dae a5 dge ) S A

;(M\g)hm@\aw\/w\ *

FRgA

[ Shanall [l ga) sad ) AN 5 juaiell di jlea Aagi yall bl yaliall @
C(Cany o) ) A skl il a1 5 / Sleliail) /oY)

L LTl e JalSy (S il dalall Gaalaall (VY A 5 e ¢ V1 (S
A g mall eaiel) A jlaay Adai je (G2 g Of) oA Ale e palic @

O setae gl sl yeaindl () Jgea sl dilee aSad i 48 jell Clujled) @
:aJALEA

.(a):-'}[\ d:ﬂ\-ujj _)‘%.AAM:\A\JA‘;A bl (led u\d.\a:\s‘)r_ Gl jlas 22 g8 Y

Aeleall o AV elac ) JE 33 5k @

O ) il AS




) (L s el painall Cilaliiay [ Claeal) / cladaiall ) dsiaal) Clalaidl o
(L

Ol ‘;}Lu.l\ asy)
daldaludl dala gl
Oaell AL Olaa
Jawa Oldsa ;

il e

il Glasa g L) e
sy Jalsll Glasa

EoE Ol

Adall yasaa

Sy pad e

dalaiat g sl o ABlld ; yaiel) A ¥
I3 Ataall Cleleall / deleadl Bl 8 juaiall du jlea Basd il Claagdll o
- alall

U8 el e alain) 250 Cpmgd) A 8 il o3 e 50l Gl 2a 5 Y
Tadl bl (30 b Wy snn 5 ool 8 S LA ) LS sl ol ilide
S S A jladl

(L) NAL g Lgaany ) Aaldd) 0y 931 g ¢ Lgple 208l 1 bl -¢
sl pen A aghl g Clelaall / dcloal) 43l 5a @

S 555 Ll Cparinall pe 88l SO ¢l a) YA e

‘ O Q”,g ““j "f;;u\ u_}SS Xi ).;a.ud\ RV C'_\j}l_\:\ gﬁ\ QA‘)‘J‘J JJM‘ d)\; 2

ellaninsd 5 il 1) Mail) s e g jiall 048l o

XD




¢ agilSas ¢ at sland ) (e steally 55 3al /31550 ) g mall (alasY) e
D (pasladiy
~agia O panaall e el g ALGE -

b sl axa O sk O e
b sl daa O iuall O S
grad) aluaa G 81 G el
R ol huall Al L

tadl dr ¢ dana O 3gan

(@aas o)) galall b & e Joa aal e -0
Tl ey Y e Kl e

[ ] _3Y~~W q_j._a}{b d;xij\ 4.&\.\.}:&: ‘(;‘#JBJ"
el alle Aas

e ganall g Caaliall g ciliad V1 b Al Cbad ¢ 4y padl s dpnaddl o sl @

The new Oman camels in a new Dawn : royal camel corps 2010 (video)

O ) Fualall cile ganall y Canbiall g cilind YV 50 &l gal5 ¢ A5 A 5e o

(D

sl Alee Jea cilily -1
:).;aaj\ d\;d\}&;}%\y\ﬁwﬂ\ UAMY\/&;AI\ ua;.ﬂ\ @

| gl el G s (Al

(@) siall joas (1) Jal (e duindl) e gonall s deloall i g0 e G o




Y AN/

Dol e

CA\JA\ @

. c«uu\;(\ @Ju

5



