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REFERENCE

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
DECISION

No 238 - A of 14 March 2019

ON MAKING SUPPLIMENTS IN DECISION N 310-A OF 11 MARCH 2010
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Based on the Article 34 of the law of the Republic of Armenia “On Normative
Legal Acts”, the Government of the Republic of Armenia hereby decides: to
supplement the Annex N 2 of the Decision of the Government of the Republic of
Armenia N 310-A of 11 March 2010 “On Approving the Criteria of Compiling Lists of
Intangible Cultural Values and the List of Intangible Cultural Values of the Republic of

Armenia” with a new point 33, in accordance with the Annex.

PRIME MINISTER
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA N. PASHINYAN
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Annex

to the Decision of the RA Government 2019

LIST

OF VALUES OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Yerevan,

RA marzes
of
Gegharkuni
k and
Kotayk,
Dioceses of
Tavriz of
the
Armenian
Apostolic

Church and|community,

Tehran,
regions
fran
populated
with the
Armenians

The
followers

Apostolic
Church

other
countries,
Iranian-
|Armenian

|Armenian

of population

community offof = the
of|lestablishing Christianity in the Monastery,
the Armenian Historical Armenia. It is situated|perspective of world Christian dogma

in

Armenia and

in

the Islamic
Republic  of
Iran

N 238 - A of 14 March

St. Thaddeus Monastery is one/As legend says, the body of the
first evidences of|Apostle Thaddeus is placed in the
which, from the

in the historical district of Artaz, as well as for the Armenian people,
in the current region of Maku, makes it a unique spot for the
lran. It was built on thereligious and cognitive visits. On 30
commemoration of the Apostle Juiy, 1954, for the first time after a
Thaddeus, the founder of thellong break, a pilgrimage was
Armenian Apostolic Church, who|organized by a group of believers by
was, as legend says, persecuted|difficult roads. The purpose was to
and killed in 44 for spreading|bring the knowledge of St. Thaddeus
Christianity. Since the foundation|Monastery into attention, to restore
of St. Thaddeus Monastery (4-7|the erstwhile glory of the Monastery
centuries), it has had a viablelwhich was gone due to the Armenian
community, has been the center[depopulation in the territory, as
of Atrpatakan Diocese of thelnamely the Iranian-Armenian
Armenian Apostolic Center for'Community was connected with the
centuries, as this territory had a|Monastery ~with reverence and
dense population, as well as|ardour. With the support of the
churches and monasteries|islamic Republic of Iran, the roads
(nearly 180-223, out of which 42/were improved, as a result of which

survived). As a standing ancient/the number of pilgrims in 1968
holy place of the Christian world|reached 12.000.
and a universal cultural property,

The event became annual, when

since 1955 the Monastery has
been in the list of historical
monuments of Iran. In 2008, it
was inscribed in the list of world
heritage of UNESCO. The
Monastery has always been an
islet of the Armenian identity for

each year 5-6 thousand Armenians
started participating in the pilgrimage
to St. Thaddeus Monastery, which
lasts 3-4 days. The pilgrims stay in
the tent town organized near the
Monastery, continuing the traditions

of folk pilgrimages. By the visits to the

St. Thaddeus Monastery and the
pilgrimage to the Monastery are
the expression of the Armenian
cultural age-old existence - and
continuity in lIran, a special
dialogue  of efforts  and
successes to maintain the
cultural and religious identity.

Though being restarted after a
long break, the pilgrimage keeps
the main features of the national
pilgrimages common for the
traditional culture of Armenian
people — volunteering, visits with
families and relatives, folklore
entertainment.

There is no Armenian population
in the surrounding of St
Thaddeus  Monastery, and
actually, the annual pilgrimage is
an important event for saving
the Monastery from “solitary and
oblivion”. It is also a unique
spontaneous cultural dialogue —
a method to express the mutual
recognition as well as respect
and tolerance among the
Armenian people gathered from
different regions of Iran: Tehran,
Tabriz, and other territories,
arrived from all over the world,




the dense Armenian population,
thousands of pilgrims have relied
on the miraculous power of the
Monastery, and it has been a
center of learning. Due to the
destructions of Tatar-Mongols,
robbery, and the ruinous
consequences of earthquakes,
the Monastery periodically
underwent repairs and
constructions. The repair and
preservation works of . the
Monastery were usually done
thanks to the donations of the
Community, which is an evidence
of the popularity of the
Monastery. By the Treaty of
Turkmenchay concluded after the
Russo-Persian War in 1826-
1828, as a result of resettlement
of Armenians from the territory to
the territories under the Russian
possession, nearly 80 villages of
Maku, the majority of them
belonged to the Monastery, were
emptied, and Tabriz became the
diocese center instead of
Thaddeus Monastery, which had
been a diocese center for
centuries. The complex, which
had once had an active monastic
life, was gradually fading. In the
end of 19t century till the First
World War, this Monastery,

under the alias Solitary, became;

a transit horde for the Armenian
armed  forces leading to
Vaspurakan, accepting Andranik,
Aram Manukyan and others.
During the Genocide of 1915, it

holy place with families, groups of|

relatives, friends, folk music, drum
beats, dances, festivities, worships,
baptisms, the community and family

links . are re-established, historical
memories are refreshed,
acknowledged, recnognized, and

transferred, a cultural dialogue is
carried out. Upon sharing the holy
water blessed with Chrism to the
pilgrim visitors at the end of Water
Blessing Ceremony done after the
Canonical Hour, the festival spirit is
transmitted.

After the independence of Armenia,
the participation in the pilgrimage to
the ancient Armenian center of
Christianity by the visitors from
Armenia though in small groups, has
restarted.

One of the third initiators of the
pilgrimages was the group of
believers of St. Hovhannes Mkrtich
Church, Yerevan, leading by the
Archpriest Ter Tirayr Sardaryan.

pilgrims, visitors, other Christian |
pilgrims arrived from Armenia,
as well as Persians, Assyrians,
Kurdish residing in that region.

At the same time, the pilgrimage

complements, enriches and
justifies the inclusion of St.
Thaddeus Monastery, St.
Stephen Martyr and other

Armenian churches situated in
Iran in the safeguarding program
of UNESCO, every vyear
demonstrating the fact of
carriers of this cultural heritage
having a stable and loyal
community. The pilgrimage
requires a combination of huge
organizational efforts of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, the
Islamic Republic of Iran and
pilgrims’  community. This all
contributes the preservation of
ancient Christian evidences,
awareness of historical-cultural
heritage of the Armenians in
Iran, activation of Armenia-lran
cultural and economic relations,
discovery of new opportunities
of mutual recognition. The
pilgrimage creates a possibility
for the participants to preserve
the connection with the historical
heritage, and the environment
and territory presenting that
heritage; it is a possibility for the
participants to get spiritual
satisfaction and relaxation; it
strengthens the social links of
the community, as well as the




becarne a shelter and lifebuoy for
the survived population of
Armenian villages of Turkish-
Persian border. In June, 1918,
the Ottoman army surrounded
the Monastery, and killed the
Armenian people who were
hiding behind the enclosure of
the Monastery. It finally got
empty when very few Armenian
families of the territory migrated
to the Soviet Armenia in 1946
and the parishioners of the
Monastery broke away from their
Monastery. In 1961, Tabriz
Diocese was separated from
Etchmiadzin's Catholicosate of
All Armenians, and was merged
to the Catholicosate of the Great
House of Cicilia.

transition and development of |
group entity and historical
continuity. -

In this regard, the community of |
believers of St. Hovhannes
Church in Yerevan is special:
since 2007, it has been
organizing pilgrimages to St
Thaddeus Monastery.

RA Ministry of Culture
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