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To whom it may concern 

With this letter, we officially confirm that the "Art of Miniature" with registration number 
SV0400000001 is included into the Traditional Crafts I Folk Fine Arts section of the 
Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Azerbaijan approved in 2010. 
Enclosed : An excerpt from the Register referring to the Art of Miniature and the list of 
intangible elements included into the State Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan are attached to this document. 

Sincerely, 

Vasif Eyvazzade 
Deputy Head of Administration -
Head of International Relations and 
Innovative Development Depa 

MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN AZlOOO, Baku, Government House, U.Hajibeyli str., 84 



AZ9RBAYCAN QEYRi-MADDi M9D9Ni iRS N0MUN9L9RiNiN DQVL9T REYESTRi 

Azarbaycan Respublikast Madaniyyat Nazirliyinin 218 saylt 28.04.2010 tarixfi Bmri i/a tasdiq edilmi§dir, 
25.08.2011, 28.03.2012, 18.10.2012, 15.05.2013, 03.02.2014, 27.01.2015, 17.02.2016, 12.05.2016, 24.10.2018 

tarixli a/ava/ar/a 

Bolmanin ad1 Seksiya, sub-seksiya N2 Elementin ad1 
Elementlarin 

novlari 

BAYRAM, A YiN va M9RASiML9R 
(1 ). Cay dastgah1 

MeRAStM, A YlN (2). Hamam madaniyyati sosial faaliyyat, 
ayinlar va bayram 

(3). Sunnat tadbirlari 

(4). Yas 

(5). Turka9ara tabiat va kainata 
aid biliklar va 

faaliyyat 

XALQ BA YRAMLARI 
(6). Qurban 

(7). Novruz 
~ifahi ananalar va 
ifadalar, tabiat va 

(8). Orucluq kainata aid biliklar 
va faaliyyat 

(9). Nar bayram1 

MeDeNI XOSUSi MaDaNi M9KANLARIN 
(1 0). Nicin madani makam ananavi 

118KAHLAR 9N9N9Vi BiLiKLaRI sanatkarhq, tabiat 

(11 ). Q1rm1z1 Qasabanin madani va kainata aid 

makam biliklar va faaliyyat 

FOLKLOR MUSiQi 
(12). A~1q sanati 

(13). Mugam sanati 

(14). Meyxana ifa incasanati 

R9QSL9R 
(15). Yalh (KO<;ari) 

(16). Uzundara 

~iFAHi 9N9N9L9R 
(17). Dada Qorqud dastan1 ~ifahi ananalar va 

(18). Koroglu dastam ifadalar 

OYUN- AtUstu oyunlar 
(19). Altunqabaq 

TAMA~A> (20). AtOstu gOia~ 
OYUNLAR 

(21). Baharband 

(22). Papaq oyunu 

(23). Covqan 

Darvi§ oyunlar1 (24). Ay lam~ 

(25). DOvran 

U!jaq oyunlar1 
(26). BanOv~a 

(27). C1z1gtopu 
sosial faaliyyat, 

ayinlar va bayram 

(28). GQia~ma tadbirlari 
Zorxana oyunlar1 

(29). Pahlavanhq 

OYUN- Qaravalli 
(30). Kosa-galin 



TAMA~A> tama§alan (31 ). ~irvan Qaz1s1 
TAMA~ALAR 

Meydan 
(32). Ay1oynatma 

tamatalarl (33). Xoruz doyu~durma 

Oyuq (Kukla) 
(34). <;omyagalin 

tama§alan (35). Dazgah ~ahsalimi 

(36) . erusak 
sosial fealiyyet, 

(37). eza 
~ebih tamatalan 

ayinler va bayram 
tadbirlari 

(38). Qat I 

(39). Mazhak-~abih 

SeN8TKARUQ XALQ resviRi saNarl 
(40). Miniatur sanati 

(41 ). Heykaltara~hq 

(42). Qrafika 

(43). Xattathq 

(44). Rangkarhq 

TiKM9 
(45). Doldurma 

(46). Gulabatin 

(47). Muncuqlu 

(48). Pilak 

(49). Takalduz 

9N9N8Vi-DEKORATiV S9N9T 
(50). Azarbaycan xal9a91hg1 

enanevi 
(51). lpak9ilik sanatkarhq 

(52). ~abaka9ilik 

(53). Kalagay1 sanati 

XALQ T9TBiQi S9N9TI 
(54). Agaci~lama 

(55) . Dulu~9uluq 

(56). Badii metal 

(57). Bazadilma usullan 

(58). Damir9ilik 

(59). Zargarlik 

(60) . Lah1c qasabasinin misgarlik 
sanati 

(61 ). ~O~a sanati 

M&TB8X 9N9N9Vi <;OR8K N0MUN9L8RiN 
(62). Nazik 96rayin haz1rlanma 

8N9N8L8Ri HAZIRLANMASI madaniyyati (lava~ . yuxa, 
yayma, sac 96rayi, girda, 
da~ 96reyi, fatir) 

(63). Tandir va kovrak sosial faaliyyat, 

96raklarinin haz1rlanma ayinlar va bayram 

biliklari 
tadbirlari 

M9D8Ni Va SOSiAL 
(64). Dolmanm haz1rlanma va 

FUNKSiYALARI DA~IYAN payla~ma madaniyyati 

9N9N8Vi M9TB9X N0MUN9L9Ri (65). Bozba~m haz1rlanma 



biliklari 

Mk.Li MUSiQJ iDIOFONLU CAL<l1 AL9TL9RiNIN 
(66) . Ag1z qopuzu 

AL9TLaRININ HAZ1RLANMA V9 iFAC1L1Q S9N9Ti 
HAZIRLANMA V8 

(67). Kaman 

IFAC•LIQ seNeTI (68) . Can 

(69). Hovsar 

N9F9S CAL<l1 AL9TL9Ri (70). Karanay 

(71 ). Mizmar 

(72) . Musiqar 

(73). Nay ifa91hq sanati 

(74). Balaban 

SIMLI CALG1 AL9TL9Ri (75) . Tar sanatkarllg1 va ifay1llg1 ananavi 
sanatkarhq, ita 

(76). Saz sanatkarllg1 va ifa91hQI incasenati 

(77). Kamanya sanatkarl1g1 va 
ifa91hq sanati 

Z9RB CALGI AL9TL9Ri (78). Oaf haz1rlanma va ifa91llq 
sanati 

(79) . Dumbak 

(80). Qaval 



STATE REGISTER OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE ELEMENTS OF AZERBAIJAN 

Approved by the order No. 218 of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Azerbaijan on 28.04.2010, 
with updates dated 25.08.2011, 28.03.2012, 18.1Q.2012, 15.05.2013, 03.02.2014, 27.01.2015, 17.02.2016, 

12.05.2016, 24.10.2018 

Name of grand 
Section, sub-section N2 Title of the element Type of the 

sector element 

HOLIDA VS AND RITUALS AND CEREMONIES (1 ). Tea destgah 
social CEREMONIES (2). Hamam tradition practices, 

(3). Sunnet, ritual circumcision rituals and 
festivities 

(4). Yas mourning ritual 

(5). Traditional quackery knowledge 
and practices 
concerning 

nature and the 
universe 

FOLK HOLIDAYS (6). Qurban oral traditions 
and 

(7). Novruz expressions, 

(8). Orujluq 
knowledge 

and practices 
(9). Nar bayrami concerning 

nature and the 
universe 

CULTURAL TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE OF (10). Cultural space of Nij knowledge 
and practices 

S.PACES CULTURAL SPACES concerning 

(11 ). Cultural space of Qirmizi nature and the 
universe, 

Qasaba traditional 
craftsmanship 

FOLKLORE MUSIC 
(12). Ashuq Art 

(13). Mug ham 

(14). Meykhana performing 
arts 

DANCES 
(15). Yalli (Kochari) 

(16). Uzundere 

ORAL TRADITIONS 
(17). Dede Qorqud Epos oral traditions 

and 
(18). Koroglu Epos expressions 

GAMES, Horse riding 
(19). Altunqabaq 

PERFORMANCES games (20). Horse wrestling 

>GAMES (21 ). Baharbend 

(22). Papakh game 

(23). Chovqan 

Darvishs' 
(24). Aylanish 

traditional (25). Dovran 
social 

game practices, 



Children's (26). Benovshe rituals and 
festivities 

games (27) . Jizigtopu 

Zorkhana 
(28). Guleshme 

games (29). Pehlevanhq 

GAMES, Joke 
(30). Kosa-gelin 

PERFORMANCES performances (31) . Shirvan Qazisi 

> 
PERFORMANCES Square 

(32). Ayioynatma 

performances (33). Khoruz dOyushdurme 

Puppet 
(34). Chomchegelin social 

practices, 
performances (35). Dezgah Shahselimi rituals and 

festivities 
(36). Erusek 

Shebih 
(37). Eza 

performances (38). Qetl 

(39) . M ezhek-Shebih 

TRAD4TJONAL FOLK FINE ARTS 
(40) . Art of miniature 

CRAFTS (41) . Traditional sculpture 

(42). Graphics 

(43). Azerbaijani Traditional 
calligraphy 

(44). Azerbaijani folk painting 

EMBROIDERY (45) . Doldurma embroidery 

(46) . Gulebetin embroidery 

(47) . Munjuqlu embroidery 

(48) . Pilek embroidery 

(49). Tekelduz embroidery 

TRADITIONAL DECORATIVE ART 
(50). Azerbaijani carpet weaving traditional 

(51). Sericulture craftsmanship 

(52). Shebeke making 

(53). Kelaghayi art 

APPLIED ARTS 
(54) . Traditional woodwork 

(55) . Traditional pottery 

(56). Artistic metalwork 

(57) . Traditional Azeri 
ornamentation 

(58) . Blacksmith's art 

(59). Jeweller's art 

(60). Traditional copper 
craftsmanship of Lahij 



(61). Glass art 

CULINARY PREPARATION SKILLS OF 
(62). Culture offlatbread making 

PRACTICES TRADITONAL BREAD (lavash, yukha, yayma, saj 
choreyi, girde, dash choreyi, social 

fetir) practices, 
rituals and 

(63). Skills of preparation of tandir festivities 

and kovrek bread 

KNOWLEDGE OF TRADITIONAL 
(64). Dolma making and sharing 

FOODWAYS 
(65). Traditional skills of preparing 

bozbash 

CRAFTSMANSHIP IDIOPHONE MUSICAL 
(66). Aghiz qopuzu 

AND PERFORMING INSTRUMENTS 
ART OF NATIONAL 

(67). Kaman 

MUSJCAL (68). Chan 
INSTRUMENTS 

(69). Hovser 

WIND MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
(70). Kerenay 

(71 ). Mizmar 

(72). Musiqar 

(73). Performing arts related to 
Nay traditional 

(74). Balaban 
craftsmanship, 

performing 

STRINGED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
(75). Craftsmanship and arts 

performance with the Tar 

(76). Craftsmanship and 
performance with the Saz 

(77). Kamancha crafting and 
performing art 

PERCUSSION MUSICAL 
(78). Crafting and playing with 

INSTRUMENTS Def 

(79). Dumbek 

(80). Qaval 



S8N8TKARLIQ > XALQ T8SViRi S8N8Ti 

SV0400000001 11 Miniati.ir sanati 

Azarbaycan Respublikas1nm 
Qeyri-Maddi Madani Irs Niimunalarinin Dovlat Reyestrindan 

« Miniatiir sanati »na dair q1sa c;•xari!J 

Reyestr Azarbaycan Respubllkas1 Madaniyyat Nazirliyinin 
218 sayh 28.04.2010 tarixli amri ila tasdiq edilmi,dir 

(Fayhn tasdiq edildiyi tarixi: 12.05.2016; alavalar: 18.07.2017) 

Faylm kodu: 0118952 Nazirliyin amri (nomrasi): N!? 00689 

1. Elementin ad1 

Miniati.ir sanati 

Reyestrda bolmasi: Sanatkarllq 

Alt bOima: Xalq tasviri sanati 

2. Elementin novi.i 

0 qeyri-maddi madani irsin 0 ifa incasanati 
vasitasi kimi ~ifahi ananalar va 
ifadalar, o cumladan dil 

0 tabiat va kainata aid biliklar va [8:1 ananavi sanatkarllq 
faaliyyat 

0 digar(lari) 

3. Elementin C:ografi movqeyi 

0 sosial faaliyyat, 
ayinlar va bayram 
tadbirlari 

0 madani makanlar 

Hal-haz1rda Azarbaycanda miniati.ir sanati ilk novbada Bak1 va Ganca kimi boyOk ~aharlarda 
fardi da~1y1c1lar tarafindan qorunub-saxlamhr, ta~viq olunur va nasildan nasla oti.irOilir. 
MiniatOr maktablari arasmda xOsusila Bak1, Qarabag, !,;iamax1 va Ganca miniatOr maktablarini 
qeyd etmak olar. 

4. Aidiyyati icmalarm va qruplarm ad1. 

Azarbaycanda miniatOr sanatinin icmas1 olkanin mOxtalif ~aharlarinda ya~ayan va ~ah~an 
ayn-ayn fiziki ~axslar, rassamlar, ustalar, ~agirdlar va digar da~Jy1c1lardan ibaratdir. Hal­
hazJrdan ma~hur miniatOr rassamlan arasmda Arif Hliseynov, Orxan HOseynov, Rafis 
ismay1lov, NOsrat Hac1yev, Qalib Bag1rov, Rasim HOseynov, Parinisa esgarova, Maharram 
Maharramov va ba~qalan qeyd etmak olar. 

Bir ~ox miniatOr sanat~ilari mOxtalif ittifaqlarm, birliklarin va qeyri-hokumat ta~kilatlannm 
(Azarbaycan Rassamlar ittifaq1) Ozvlaridir. Olkada bir ne~a ganclar ta~kilatlar (mas., IRS 
Gencalarin Maariflandirma va Tabligat Markazi ictimai Birliyi) miniatOr sanatini gaclar 
arasmda ta~viq edir. 

Expertlar: Camila Hasanzada, Agasalim efandiyev, Tahir Bayramov 



lema/arm i§tirak1 barada malumat: 

GorO~Iar: Bak1 ~aharinda 7 gorO~ (10.02.2016, 22.02.2016, 23.03.2016, 25.03.2016, 
05.04.2016, 18.04.2016, 28.04.2016, miniator rassamlan, ~agirdlar, ali 
maktablarinin talabalari, Azarbaycan Rassamlar ittifaq1, QHT-Iar, rasm 
maktablari); 

Ganca ~aharinda 4 gorO~ (14-16.03.2016, 28.03.2016, 04.04.2016, 
20.04.2016, miniator rassamlan, Azarbaycan Rassamlar ittifaqmm 
Gancadaki bolmasi, fardi ustalar, ~agirdlar QHT-Iar). 

5. Element haqqmda malumat 

MiniatOr sanati tabii va ya sOni boyalardan istifada edarak kitab, divarlar, kag1z, keramika 
Ostonda miniatOr (nisbatan ki<;ik) rasmlarinin <;akilmasi ila bagh ananavi bilik va 
bacanqlardan ibarat olan dekorativ tatbiqi sanatin novOdOr. 

islam Sarqinin incasanati tarixinda Azarbaycan miniatOr sanati Oslubu, badii sanatkarhq 
xOsusiyyatlari etibarila xOsusi ahamiyyat kasb edir. MiniatOr sanati alyazma kitablanmn 
badii tartibatmda mOhOm rol oynay1r. Bazan bu sanat nOmunasi badii matni aks 
etdirmakdan as1h olmayaraq mOstaqil saciyya da§1y1rd1. 

Orta asrlarda, Yaxm Sarqin digar olkalarinda oldugu kimi Azarbaycanda da madaniyyatin 
inki~af1, dOnyavi adabiyyata va incasanata maraq alyazma kitablanna badii tartibat 
verilmasi va iiiOstra edilmasi ehtiyacml dogurmu§du. Bu dovrda Quran va ba§qa dini 
kitablarla yana§l, ma§hur alimlarin, §air va yaz1<;1lann tabiat, tarix, habela adabi badii 
asarlari da ko<;OrOIOrdO. 

Yaz1lann Oslubu, miniatorlarin xarakteri va alyazma kitablannm Omumi tartibat1 
Azarbaycanda bu sanatin daim inki~afda oldugunu gostarir. YOksak vazifali ~axslar Oc;On 
tartib edilmi§ tamtaraqh alyazma nOmunalari ila yana~1, adi havaskar oxucular, yaxud elm 
va adabiyyat xadimlari Oc;On nazarda tutulmu§ sada nOsxalar da yarad1hrd1. 

MiniatOr Oc;On aynlan sahanin sec;ilmasinda yaqin ki, bu va ya digar sOjet O<;On mOvafiq 
kompozisiya mOayyanla~diran miniatOr<;O rassam da i§tirak edirdi. Lakin buna baxmayaraq, 
xattat bir qayda olaraq, iiiOstra<;i rassam1 mahdud c;arc;ivada saxlay1r, onu hamin saha 
daxilinda yarad1c1hq i~i aparmaga macbur edirdi. Mahdud c;ar<;ivaya salmm1~ rassam 
mOvafiq sOjeti canland1rmaq Oc;On xattatm buraxd1g1 ag saha daxilinda ela dO~OnOimO~ 
kompozisiya qurmah idi ki, verilmi~ sahaya yerla~dirmak ~artila, adabi matnda naql olunan 
epizodu rasm dilinda tasvir eda bilsin. 

Azarbaycan kitab miniatOrlarinin qorunub-saxlanml§ ilk nOmunalari XII-XIII asrlara aid 
edilir. MiniatOr sanatinda, asasan portret jann, batal (doyO§) jann, tarixi janr, animalistik 
janr (manzara va natOrmort xalis ~akilda movcud deyil), fantastik janr, mahabbat movzulu 
miniator jann geni~ yay1lm1~d1. Miniator sanatinin an boyOk inki§afl XVI asrda Sah ismay1hn 
dovrOna aiddir. Sah ismay1l oz atrafmda §airlar, musiqi<;ilar va sanatkarlan birla~dirib va 
dastaklayirdi. Onlar arasmda Kamaleddin Behzad, Sultan Mahammad, Mir Seyid ali, 
;ieyxzada, Mir Moussevir va s. kimi boyOk miniator ustalan saray kitabxanalarmda i~layib 
gozal sanat asarlarini toratdilar. 

XIX asrin avvalinda Azarbaycan miniatOr sanatinin rassamlan arasmda amir Hac1yev, Kaz1m 
Kaz1mzada, Salam Salamzada kimi ustalan qeyd etmak alar. Hal-hazirda miniatOrlar asasan 
kag1z va keramika (Ganca ~aharinda) OstOnda yarad1hr. MiniatOrlari kitab qrafikasmda da 
gormak olur. MiniatOrlar Azarbaycan folkloruna, milli adat-ananalarina, bayramlanna, 
Omumiyyatla Azarbaycan naglllanna, afsanalarina, xalq dastanlanna, a§IQ dastanlanna hasr 
olunur. 

Azarbaycanda miniatOr sanati madani identikliyin tarkib hissasi kimi qabul edilir. Miniator 
sanati kec;mi~dan gOnOmOza qadar madani alaqalari gOclandirir. Har bir miniatOr asari 
madani yadda§m canhhgm1 tamin edir. Azarbaycanda miniatOr sanatkarlan ananavi xOsusi 
estetika va kompozisiya meyarlanna asasan miniatOrlar yaratm1~ va yaratmaga davam 
edirlar. 



6. Elementin otiiriilmasina dair malumatlar 

Azarbaycanda miniati.ir sanati miniatur rassamlan tarafindan incasanat maktablarinda, 
universitetlarda, elaca da rassamlann fardi atelyelarda ~agirdlara va talabalara otUrOiur. 
OtUrulma prosesi rassamm nazarati altmda hayata kec;irilir va miniatUr rassamlrgmm 
asaslann1 oyranmayi, texnika va metodlann mu~ahida va izah etmayi, habela praktik 
tacrObani va imitasiyam nazarda tutur. Miniati.ir sanati sanatkarlardan va ~agirdlardan 
boyuk bacanq va sabir talab edir. 

Oti.irulma prosesinda miniati.ir rassamhgmm ananavi prinsiplari qorunur. Sanatkarlar 
miniatOr sanatinda ~agirdlarin fardi yarad1c1hgm1 yOksak daracada dastaklayirlar va gOciO 
tematik mazmunu tamin etmaya c;ah~1rlar. 

7. Elementin cari praktikasmm saviyyasi 

1:8:1 ala D yax~1 D orta D zaif D c:;ox zaif 

8. Elementin tacili qorunmaya ehtiyaci (agar varsa) 

D vard1r 1:8:1 yoxdur 

9. Madaniyyat Nazirliyinin aidlyyati fOba(lar)nin ad1 

Madaniyyat Nazirliyinin ~ahar va rayon ~obalari, Nazirliyin Markazi Aparatmm 
incasanat ~obasi 



Translation of the inventory document into English 

TRADITIONAL CRAFTS > FOLK FINE ARTS 

SV040000000 1 ART OF MINIATURE 

A short extract from the Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Azerbaijan, regarding "Art of Miniature" 

Reference code of the file: 0118952 

1. Name ofthe element 

Section 

Sub-section 

2. Category of the element 

The Register was approved by the Ministry of Culture 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan by Order No. 218, dated 28.04.2010 

(File approved on 12.05.2016; updated on 18.07.2017) 

Ministry Order: N'!! 00689 

Art of Miniature 

Traditional Crafts 

Folk fine arts 

_oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 
_ performing arts 
_ social practices, rituals and festive events 
_knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 
_K_traditional craftsmanship 
_ cultural spaces 

other 

3. Geographic scope of the element 

At present, the miniature art in Azerbaijan is primarily kept alive, practiced, promoted and is 
transmitted from generation to generation by the individual practitioners in major cities such as Baku 
and Ganja. It is generally accepted that schools of miniature painting have existed in Baku, Karabakh, 
Shamakhi and Ganja. 

4. Identification of community 

The community of miniature art in Azerbaijan is composed of individuals, artists, masters, students and 
other bearers living and working in different cities of the country. Among the most popular miniature 
painters are Arif Huseynov, Orhan Huseynov, Rafis Ismayilov, Nusret Hajiyev, Galib Bagirov, Rasim 
Huseynov, Parinisa Asgarova, Maharrarn Maharrarnov and others. 

Many miniature artists are members of various unions, associations and non-governmental 
organizations (members of the Azerbaijani Artists' Union). Several youth organizations in the country 
(eg, theIRS Youth Awareness Center) are engaged in practice and transmission of miniature art. 

Experts: Jamila Hasanzadeh, Aghasalim Afandiyev, Tahir Bayramov 



Data on community involvement: 

Meetings held: 7 meetings in Balm (10.02.2016, 22.02.2016, 23 .03 .2016, 
25.03.2016, 05.04.2016, 18.04.2016, 28.04.2016, miniature artists, students, high 
school students, Azerbaijani Artists Union, NGOs, art schools); 
4 meetings in Ganja (14-16.03.2016, 28.03 .2016, 04.04.2016, 20.04.2016, miniature 
artists, branch of the Union of Artists of Azerbaijan in Ganja, individual masters, 
students, NGOs). 

5. Information about of the element 

The miniature art is a type of decorative applied art that combines traditional knowledge and skills in 
drawing miniature (relatively small) paintings on books, walls, paper, ceramics, using natural or artificial 
dyes. 

In the history of the Islamic Oriental art, the miniature art style of Azerbaijan occupies a special place, 
thanks to the artistic craftsmanship specificities of this element. Traditionally, miniature art has played an 
important role in the artistic design of the manuscript books. Very often, this element exists and bears an 
independent character and serves not only to accompany texts. 

In the Middle Ages in Azerbaijan, just like in other Middle Eastern countries, there was a need for artistic 
design and illustration, as well as artistic decoration of manuscripts, reflecting prominent literature works. 
During this period, along with the Koran and other religious books, works of famous scholars, poets and 
writers on nature, history, as well as literature works were systematically re-copied. 

The style of writing, the nature of miniatures and the general design of manuscripts show that this art has 
been . constantly evolving in Azerbaijan. In addition to the decorative manuscripts designed for senior 
officials, miniature artists created works for ordinary amateur readers, as well as for science and literature 
personalities. 

The miniature artists, depicting miniature scenes, were also involved in selecting the area for the miniature 
in books. However, calligraphers, as a rule, created limits for miniature artists and forced them to create 
works within specific areas. The artists were supposed to build well-thought-out compositions within white 
fields left by calligraphers to illustrate the relevant plot, so that he could depict the episode in the literary 
texts in the language of fine arts creativity. 

The first examples of Azerbaijani miniatures are dated to 12-13 centuries. In miniature art, several genres 
were particularly widespread: portrait genre, battle genre, animalistic genre (landscape and still life), fantasy 
genre, as well as romantic genre. The greatest development of miniature art belongs to the period of Shah 
Ismayil in the 16th century. Shah Ismayil united and supported poets, musicians and artists around him. 
Among them were such great miniature masters as Kamaleddin Behzad, Sultan Mohammad, Mir Seyid Ali, 
Sheikhzadeh, Mir Moussevir and others, who worked in the palace libraries and performed fine art works. 

In the early 19th century, artists such as Amir Hajiyev, Kazim Kazimzade and Salam Salamzade were 
among the artists of the Azerbaijani miniature art of the new era. Currently, miniatures are mainly created 
on paper and ceramics (in Ganja). Miniatures can also be seen in the book's graphics. Miniatures are 
typically dedicated to Azerbaijani folklore, national traditions, holidays, generally Azerbaijani tales, 
legends, folk epics, as well as ashuq dastans. 

Miniature art in Azerbaijan is regarded as an integral part of cultural identity. Miniature art strengthens 
cultural ties from past to present. Each miniature ensures the vitality of cultural memory. Miniature artists 
have been created and continue to be created by miniature artists based on traditional aesthetic and 
compositional criteria. 

6. Information on transmission of the element 

Miniature art in Azerbaijan is transmitted by miniature artists to students in art schools, universities, as well 
as in individual workshops of artists. The transmission process is carried out· under the supervision of the 
artist and involves the study of the fundamentals of miniature painting, observation and interpretation of 
techniques and methods, as well as practical experience and imitation. Miniature art requires great skill and 
patience from artists and students. 
Traditional principles of miniature painting are safeguarded during the transmission process. Craftsmen 
highly support individual creativity of students in miniature art and try to provide powerful thematic content. 



7. Level of viability of the element 

x_ Excellent 
Good 

_Average 
Weak 

_ Veryweak 

8. Need to urgent safeguarding (if any) 

Yes 
X No 

9. Names of concerned departments of the Ministry of Culture 

• 
• 

City and regional departments of the Ministry of Culture 
Arts Department of the Ministry of Culture 


