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Summary of Consent 
The nomination for hawker culture was shared with the public and generated awareness from 

various communities from August 2018. As at 19 March 2019, over 850,000 people involving 

both men and women from diverse socio-cultural backgrounds, including overseas 

Singaporeans, supported and indicated consent through various means: 

1. Website (Oursgheritage.sg)

Individuals and organisations indicated consent and support on the website (Annex

A1), which informs and shares information on the 2003 UNESCO Convention and

hawker culture nomination efforts. More than 17,000 individuals penned down online

messages to indicate support (Annex A2)

2. Travelling Exhibition

The exhibition and smaller mobile booths roved to community nodes (Annex B1)

across North, South, East and West regions of Singapore, sharing information on

intangible cultural heritage and hawker culture nomination with the communities

staying in respective neighbourhoods.

More than 13,000 people contributed message cards (Annex B2) to indicate their

consent and support for the nomination.

3. Letters of Consent (Annex C)

 Hawkers’ associations and representatives, representing hawkers from over 110
hawker centres across Singapore

 The Federation of Merchants’ Associations, Singapore

 Community Organisations and NGOs

 Private Organisations

 Overseas Singaporeans

 Educational Institutions

4. Video of Consent

 Hawkers (Annex D1)

25 hawkers from three hawker centres-- Tekka Market & Food Centre, Haig Road
Market & Food Centre and Clementi 448 Market & Food Centre, had provided their
consent in this video.

 Community Groups (Annex D2)

Community groups concerned with hawker culture, including the People’s Association

Youth Movement (PAYM) Central Youth Council, Teens Network (T-Net) Advisory

Council, and students from various clubs and societies in the National University of

Singapore (NUS), Nanyang Technological University (NTU) and Singapore

Management University (SMU), came together to provide a video of consent, to share

on what hawker culture means to them.



1. Website (Oursgheritage.sg)



Annex A1- Screenshot of Website 

The website (oursgheritage.sg) is a platform for individuals and organisations who are 

concerned with Hawker Culture in Singapore to indicate their consent and support for the 

nomination. 

In addition to the website, travelling exhibitions and mobile booths were displayed at various 

community nodes across different regions of Singapore. From August 2018 to March 2019, 

over 850,000 people involving both men and women from diverse socio-cultural backgrounds, 

including overseas Singaporeans, supported and indicated consent through these various 

means.  

Screenshot of oursgheritage.sg webpage (showing the level of support for the nomination) 

The website also provides information about Hawker Culture, ICH in general and the 

UNESCO 2003 Convention 



Annex A2- Sample of Online Messages 

More than 17,000 individuals, from different age groups, ethnicity, gender and background 

have penned down online messages on oursgheritage.sg website to indicate their support for 

the nomination. 

The below is a sample of the 30 online messages contributed by the people in Singapore. 

S/N Name of 
contributor 

Age Gender Original quote submitted by contributor (as 
part of their consent and support for the 
nomination) 

1. Abdul Malik 35-44 Male Local hawker culture is nice and vibrant as I 

can try wide variety of foods from different 

culture :) 

2. Amir Ahamed 45+ Male The hawker centre is a great place to meet 

people of all backgrounds. There’s always a 

buzz about it and where my family can get 

great tasting food at cheap prices. I visit 

hawker centres at least twice a week. 

3. Benjamin Low 25-34 Male Regardless of race, language or religion, 

hawker food is one vital "glue" that binds 

Singaporeans together. Instead of high-class 

restaurants, hawker centres are also where 

one can get the best of Singaporean cuisine 

without breaking your wallet. 

4. Chloe Fu 13-24 Female Hawker culture is an enduring part of what 

makes up Singapore. It brings us the 

comforting feeling of home despite the heat, 

and is an indulgence we have access to no 

matter which part of Singapore we're in. It is 

what many of us have grown up with and I am 

so grateful to the hawkers who spend many 

hours in the heat frying, cooking, boiling and 

serving us wonderful food. As a Singaporean, 

it is my pride and honour to have such a 

vibrant hawker culture in our country. 

5. Gowtham 25-34 Male Our hawker culture specially describes the 

Singaporean culture. 

6. Ivan Teo 35-44 Male It's something that I look forward to whenever I 

return home from a working trip. It's the 

familiar feeling of home, the noise, smell, 

tastes, can never be replicated elsewhere. 

7. Jacelyn 13-24 Female Hawker culture is part of our Singaporean 

identity and it has definitely brought many 

good memories to the citizens. From buying 

our favourite local food, to interacting with the 



S/N Name of 
contributor 

Age Gender Original quote submitted by contributor (as 
part of their consent and support for the 
nomination) 

stall vendors and having family meals at 

hawker centres, it has enriched our lives and 

served not only as an eating location but a 

community hub where social cohesion is 

fostered. 

8. Jacky Tan B P 45+ Male From a simple meal at a local hawker you will 

learn to enjoy simple side of life, interacts with 

different races, learn each other cultures from 

food and even hear about latest news! 

9. Jayabalan 

Karthigesu 

35-44 Male Best variety of food at affordable prices!!! 

10.  Jean Heng 13-24 Female The hawker centre is a familiar, convenient 

place where I spent most of my childhood 

meals with family, friends, and neighbours. I 

love the unique way of ordering dishes and 

drinks, as well as the large variety of food 

items from different cuisines available. 

11.  Jeff Chin 13-24 Male I think the beauty of our hawker culture lies not 

just in the savoury Singaporean cuisine, but 

also the dedication of every hawker in serving 

the appetites of Singaporeans from all walks 

of life. Because it’s not a 9 to 5 office job that 

grants them high income, nor does it always 

lend them the appreciation of Singaporeans. 

They don't receive much from us, but they 

certainly do give a lot in filling our stomachs 

and building our nation's culinary heritage. 

12.  Jervais Choo 35-44 Male My grandparents used to run two hawker stalls 

in Tiong Bahru Market, one selling fried 

Sotong Mee (local noodle dish) and the other 

at the front selling fruits. I grew up in that very 

familial environment of helping out at the stalls 

during school holidays running service from 

table to table (not that I was much help at that 

age). Weekends were spent with my cousins 

twisting the ends off towkays whilst learning 

Teochew songs from my Grandmother. We 

knew everyone in the hawker centre, and 

there was a tacit understanding that we were 

one family. Even today, when I see some of 

the old hawkers who still ply their trade at the 

market, we greet each other fondly. More than 

just the food, the hawker culture is filled with 



S/N Name of 
contributor 

Age Gender Original quote submitted by contributor (as 
part of their consent and support for the 
nomination) 

stories that would resonate with each and 

every one of us - a coming together of people 

with a shared history and aspirations. 

13.  Jessica Shen 45+ Female People say food is the way to someone’s 

heart. Along the same vein, hawker culture 

embodies the soul and heart of Singapore. 

14.  Klinsen 25-34 Male Growing up it was an outlet to meet the 

thousands of neighbours from the apartments 

around us. It was often a pleasant feeling to 

be able to share tables with strangers when 

the place was crowded, and possibly strike up 

a conversation over a hearty meal. 

15.  Lilian 35-44 Female It was a weekly dining spot for me and my 

sister before we got married. It reminded us of 

the meals we had, the things we share, the 

new stalls we want to try. It was part of our 

lives. We were such frequent customers that 

the stall holders will start getting our food 

ready when they see us walking towards 

them! It is just a wonderful place to dine. Like 

home. 

16.  Lilian Quek 45+ Female Hawker Culture brings warmth and happiness 

to our tummies and hearts. It keeps our multi-

racial heritage alive and showcases our 

unique unity of many different races dining 

together under one roof. 

17.  Lisa Tang 13-24 Female What dish truly describes Singapore? I don't 

think there is one because it is the collective 

Hawker Culture that truly represents us. The 

scorching heat easily put out with slurps of 

fragrant teh o bing (local iced tea); the 

impatience from queuing easily tamed by 

waves of wok hei aroma - and these are just 

the tip of the iceberg. As a Singaporean, 

hawker culture is a wonderful journey on its 

own, one that I will always be proud and 

thankful for. 

18.  Mohamed 

Fareez 

35-44 Male We grew up in conversations around the 

hawker centres which serve as hubs for 

people from diverse backgrounds to come and 

mingle over good food. 



S/N Name of 
contributor 

Age Gender Original quote submitted by contributor (as 
part of their consent and support for the 
nomination) 

19.  Ng Yeow 

Choon 

25-34 Male My uncle used to run the famous Hill Street 

Char Kway Teow at the hawker centre along 

Bedok South Road (opposite Temasek JC). 

Now that he has passed on, my cousin took 

over. As a family, we are very proud of the 

hawker business and the delectable char kway 

teow (stir-fried flat noodles) that my uncle and 

cousin cook, day in and day out, for all 

Singaporeans. Hawker culture is indeed a 

cornerstone of our Singaporean identity! 

20.  Rose Sivam 45+ Female We love our Singapore food and we love 

cooking and sharing our food experiences, 

from a documentary producer to a home chef 

point of view. What's not to love about hawker 

culture, it's what connects us all. 

21.  Serene Lim 35-44 Female It’s often hot in the hawker centre, and often 

crowded, with long queues. But that’s part of 

its character and its undeniably awesome, and 

brings a taste of home with it each time. It is 

also a wonderful snapshot of who we are as a 

country, where different cuisines across our 

different races, culminate in one sweet spot. 

22.  Serene Peh 35-44 Female Enjoying food is Singaporeans' number 1 past 

time. We do so regularly if not on a daily basis 

at a hawker centre, which is close to 

Singaporeans' heart. Hawker centres 

encompass the kampung spirit with a taste of 

home! 

23.  Syafie Saat 25-34 Male The most affordable diverse treasure trove of 

cuisine from different countries, race and 

religion all under one roof. 

24.  Tamara Claire 

Fernandez 

13-24 Female I love how our hawker culture represents us as 

a nation - diverse, multicultural, fierce & spicy, 

and just 'rojak' overall. All the different options 

blend together seamlessly to form a rich, 

cultural bowl of joy that we can sit around and 

savour together. 

25.  Tan Kai Yun 25-34 Female Hawker food has always been a huge part of 

all Singaporeans' lives. It is internationally 

(and instantly) recognisable as uniquely 

“Singaporean” - whether it was the late 

Anthony Bourdain's project to import our 

Hawker Culture to Manhattan, or the world's 



S/N Name of 
contributor 

Age Gender Original quote submitted by contributor (as 
part of their consent and support for the 
nomination) 

first Michelin-starred hawker stall. Our Hawker 

culture shall always be a source of pride for 

us. I proudly support Singapore’s bid for 

Hawker culture to be part of the UNESCO 

(Intangible Cultural Heritage) list. 

26.  Thivishanan 

S/O 

Duraiarasan 

13-24 Male Hawker culture is indeed a unique part of the 

Singapore experience. It's an easily 

accessible platform for Everyday 

Singaporeans to get cheap and quality meals. 

It's an irreplaceable and intangible part of our 

nation, and it deserves recognition. 

27.  Victoria Mak 25-34 Female Growing up, going to the market and hawker 

centre is something I always enjoyed with my 

family. The whole neighbourhood is down to 

their daily marketing while catching up over 

breakfast. Today the hawker culture has 

evolved where it is a place for communal 

dining and to have some of the best food in 

the nation available for all to enjoy. 

28.  Wong Kan Foo 45+ Male Hawker culture has been a big part of my life. 

My father is a hawker and when he retired, my 

sister took over till this day. We are proud of 

the recipe that was passed down through the 

generation. Hawker culture also represents 

Singapore because Singaporeans from all 

walks of life rub shoulders, bond over food and 

share a common space harmoniously at 

hawker centres.  

29.  Yee Miao Ling 25-34 Female One of my happiest childhood memories was 

eating char kway teow (stir-fried flat noodles) 

with my family in the hawker centre near my 

home. I have since expanded my favourite 

food stalls to multiple hawker centres that I've 

visited with family and friends throughout the 

years. My favourite experience with hawker 

centres is that all the stall aunties and uncles 

treat you just like family. They remember you 

and ask about you whenever you frequent 

their stalls. A heart-warming experience every 

time I frequent my favourite food stalls. 

From Chinese to Muslim to Indian to Western 

food, the Hawker Culture is a perfect 

representation of the multiculturalism in 



S/N Name of 
contributor 

Age Gender Original quote submitted by contributor (as 
part of their consent and support for the 
nomination) 

Singapore. Only in Singapore hawker centres, 

will you see the different types of food which 

showcases the food heritage over 53 (and 

sometimes more) years. Being in a hawker 

centre, you'll also get to experience the unique 

"melting-pot" culture of Singapore, truly the 

"community dining rooms" of Singaporeans, 

young and old! 

30.  Yong Su Ru 25-34 Female It is more than a food place, but a common 

intersection point where all Singaporeans 

meet. It embodies the essence of the 

Singapore culture - Unity in diversity.  At the 

hawker place, differences are celebrated as 

they brought about the plethora of food 

options available for everyone. Now, with the 

rising trend of young hawkers bringing in their 

bold ideas, hawker centres become a place 

where one can savour the traditional taste and 

experience new possibilities. 



2. Travelling Exhibition



Annex B1- Travelling Exhibition: List of Locations 

The “Our SG Hawker Culture” travelling exhibition shared information on intangible cultural 

heritage and details on the hawker culture nomination. It included interactive components, 

inviting community members to provide consent and contribute message cards to share on 

the social functions and cultural meaning of hawker culture.    

In total, the exhibition roved to 18 community nodes across Singapore from October 2018 to 

March 2019, listed as in the table below. Smaller mobile booths were also deployed across 

public spaces in Singapore during the same period to raise awareness and seek consent for 

the nomination. The list of locations and selected photographs of community participation at 

the locations are as appended below: 

List of Locations 

Location Exhibition Period 

1 Tiong Bahru Hawker Centre 26 Oct – 7 Nov 2018 

2 National Museum of Singapore 3 Nov - 7 Dec 2018 

3 Ci Yuan Community Club & Hawker Centre 8 – 16 Nov 2018 

4 Ngee Ann Polytechnic 19 – 23 Nov 2018 

5 Our Tampines Hub 26 Nov – 2 Dec 2018 

6 Bedok Town Square  5 – 13 Dec 2018 

7 Bukit Batok Library 8 Dec – 6 Jan 2019 

8 Kampong Admiralty Hawker Centre 17 – 23 Dec 2018 

9 Chinatown Food Complex 19 Dec – 6 Jan 2019 

10 Yuhua Village Market and Food Centre 2 – 14 Jan 2019 

11 KINEX 7 – 13 Jan 2019 

12 Velocity @ Novena Square 14 – 20 Jan 2019 

13 Toa Payoh Hub 15 – 20 Jan 2019 

14 Central Public Library 21 – 31 Jan 2019 

15 Jurong East Library 22 – 31 Jan 2019 

16 Clementi 448 Market & Hawker Centre 23 Feb – 4 Mar 2019 

17 ITE College East 25 Feb- 1 Mar 2019 

18 Singapore Heritage Festival 22 - 24 Mar 2019 



Students from Ngee Ann Polytechnic 

pledging their support at the travelling 

exhibition.  

An elderly citizen and her daughter 

observing the miniature hawker centre 

showcase at the travelling exhibition over at 

Clementi 448 Market & Hawker Centre.

A resident interacts with the exhibition at 

Clementi 448 Market & Hawker Centre.

Visitors at the exhibition at Our Tampines 

Hub.

Visitors pledging their support for the 

nomination at the travelling exhibition after 

having a meal at Tiong Bahru Market & 

Food Centre 

A student from St Gabriel’s Primary School 

contributing a message card at the travelling 

exhibition, to share on what hawker culture 

means to him.  



Annex B2- Travelling Exhibition: Message Cards 

At the travelling exhibition and mobile booths, over 13,000 number of people indicated their 

consent and support for the nomination through message cards.  

Below are samples of message cards contributed by people at the travelling exhibition, sharing 

on their thoughts about hawker culture, the message on why they support and consent for the 

nomination.   

Venue & Date 
of Card 

Submitted Message Card on 
why they support the 

nomination 

Translation 

1. Tiong Bahru: 
25-Oct-18

Our hawkers and hawker culture 
are the heartbeat of Singapore's 
heritage, and should be for years 
to come. 

2. MCCY Family 
Day : 26-Oct-
2018 

Kita harus mempertahankan 

budaya kita sebagai warga 

Singapura. Budaya Penjaja 

Singapura dapat mengeratkan 

silaturahim antara warga dan 

kaum Singapura dari pelbagai 

bangsa dan agama. 

We have to safeguard this 

culture as Singaporeans. 

Singapore Hawker Culture 

helps foster ties/connections 

between Singaporeans of 

different races and religion. 

3. Tiong Bahru: 
26-Oct-18

Singapore hawkers display our 
multi-racial harmony. Different 
types of food that cater to different 
races across the streets, anyone 
is entitled to good, delicious food! 

4. Tiong Bahru: 
26-Oct-18

It is good to have a place like 
hawker centres because it is a 
place where various nationality 
can meet, enjoy local varieties of 
food. Get to learn and appreciate 
various cultures. It is also 
important our young generation 
get to know, learn and have this 
unique culture continue for 
generations.  

5. Tiong Bahru: 
27-Oct-18

The hawker centres preserve the 
local dishes and provide 
community spaces :D 

6. Tiong Bahru: 
28-Oct-18

It's a special place for people of all 
races and ages to bond together 
and share all the different types of 
food. 

7. Tiong Bahru: 
28-Oct-18

Hawker food is intrinsic to our 
culture and heritage. It is who we 
are as Singaporeans. Besides, 



Venue & Date 
of Card 

Submitted Message Card on 
why they support the 

nomination 

Translation 

where else can you see such a 
diverse range of food that speaks 
of our ethnicity. 

8. Tiong Bahru: 
3-Nov-18

Food unites people, regardless of 
culture. I'm proud of our food 
heritage and culture and I would 
like for it to be preserved for many 
generations to come. 

9. Tiong Bahru: 
3-Nov-18

Singapore has a fantastic hawker 
culture which truly reflects our 
passion and interest. Hawker 
centre food binds our people and 
promotes love and kindness. 

10. Tiong Bahru: 
3-Nov-18

Food connects people regardless 
of race or social standing. We 
have to make an effort in order to 
make a difference! 

11. Tiong Bahru: 
4-Nov-18

I am 53 years old. I grew up 
eating at hawker centres from 
young. I travel a fair bit as well. 
Not many countries in the world 
have such variety of food housed 
within a place. Hawker centres 
are definitely a culture in 
Singapore. 

12. Tiong Bahru: 
4-Nov-18

小贩美食是我们的集体成长回忆也

是我们生活的一个重要部分。 

Hawker food is part of our 
collective memory through our 
years of growth. It also forms 
an important part of our lives. 

13. Ci Yuan: 8-
Nov-2018 

Saya berasa budaya penjaja 
adalah sesuatu yang istimewa 
kerana ia membawa orang dari 
pelbagai kaum dan umur 
bersama-sama untuk menjamu 
dengan mesra. 

I feel the hawker culture is 
something special because it 
brings people from different 
races and ages together. 

14. Ci Yuan: 8-
Nov-2018 

Without the hawker centre, I will 
not be able to eat diverse food 
and enjoy the sense of 
Singaporean food. Thumbs up!  

15. Ci Yuan: 9-
Nov-2018 

It is a place where Singaporeans 
of all age, religion can bond and 
mingle. 



Venue & Date 
of Card 

Submitted Message Card on 
why they support the 

nomination 

Translation 

16. Sun Yat Sen : 
10-Nov-2018

The hawker culture is what 
Singapore stands for and i am 
proud of it. It is unimaginable that 
SG is without this. Yay to hawker 
culture. 

17. Ci Yuan: 11-
Nov-2018 

Hawker centres promote 
communal bonding and 
encourage people from all walks 
of life to dine together. 

18. Ci Yuan: 16-
Nov-2018 

小贩中心食物多种多样，也可以方

便低收入人群。 因为价格比较亲

民/便宜。小贩中心是新加坡的一

大特色，希望可以保持下去， 

也可以让更多的低收入人群受益 

The hawker centre has a wide 
variety of foods and provides 
convenience for low-income 
groups of people. This is 
because the price is 
accessible and affordable. 
The hawker centre is a major 
feature of Singapore.  I hope 
that it will continue to be 
transmitted so that more low-
income people will benefit. 

19. Ci Yuan: 16-
Nov-2018 

小贩中心成为一个聚集与享用美食

的场地。它提供多元种族，如华人

印度人马来人的美食 

The hawker centre has 
become a space for people to 
gather and enjoy food. It offers 
multicultural option, such as 
Chinese, Indian and Malay 
cuisine.   

20. Our Tampines 
Hub : 29-Nov 
-2018

The Singapore hawker centres 
play a part in our society as all 
generations of Singapore gather 
there to eat, the kids, adults and 
elderly. Thus, it is important to 
many Singaporeans.  

21. Our Tampines 
Hub : 29-Nov 
-2018

There are so many different food 
from different ethnic groups :) 
also, the hawker centre is the 
place to foster stronger bonds 
among my family members & I!  

22. Our Tampines 
Hub : 1-Dec-
2018 

Di pusat penjaja adalah salah 
satu tempat dimana rakyat 
berlainan bangsa berkumpul 
untuk makan bersama. 

The hawker centre is one of 
the places where people of 
different races and cultures 
gather to eat together. 

23. National 
Museum: 3-
Nov-2018 

Tempat inilah di mana keluarga di 
Singapura meluangkan masa 
bersama. 

This is the place where 

Singaporean families spend 

time together. 



Venue & Date 
of Card 

Submitted Message Card on 
why they support the 

nomination 

Translation 

24. National 
Museum: 5-
Nov-2018 

Saya sokong pencalonan in 
kerana budaya penjaja Singapura 
adalah salah satu identiti 
Singapura.  

I support this nomination 

because Singapore's hawker 

culture is one of Singapore’s 

identity. 

25. National 

Museum : 9-

Nov-2018 

Besides offering a wide variety 

of food, hawker centres 

present an opportunity to bond 

with family members.   

26. Ngee Ann 
Poly : 19-Nov-
2018 

Singapore’s hawker scene is a 
huge part in everyone’s lives here. 
Everyone has a favourite memory 
of hawker centres and we should 
always remember that. 

27. Ngee Ann 
Poly : 19-Nov-
2018 

I grew up with it. I’ve made many 
friends with the hawker aunties 
and uncles. It’s more than just 
food. It’s a community. 

28. Ngee Ann 
Poly : 19-Nov-
2018 

They represent how diverse and 
multi-cultural Singapore is! I love 
the yummy food that has fed me 
since young! 

29. Ngee Ann 
Poly : 19-Nov-
2018 

Hawker centres in Singapore are 
part of our heritage and that 
means a lot to me as a sense of 
where I belong. 

30. Bedok Town 
Square : 5-
Dec-2018 

It encourages togetherness. 
Gathering socially makes people 
happy!  

31. Bedok Town 
Square : 6-
Dec-2018 

Makes a good place for quality 
time with my family. Variety of 
food in one place. 

32. Bedok Town 
Square : 7-
Dec-2018 

Singaporeans love hawker food 
as it brings family and friends 
together over a good meal. 
Singapore food is affordable as 
well!  



Venue & Date 
of Card 

Submitted Message Card on 
why they support the 

nomination 

Translation 

33. Bukit Batok 

Library : 8-

Dec-2018 

There’s a wide variety of 

delicious food available at 

affordable prices at hawker 

centres. I love to try all the 

different types of food! 

34. Bedok Town 
Square : 7-
Dec-2018 

At the hawker centre you will feel 
kampong spirit and how multi-
racial Singaporeans are. All types 
of delicacies that come from 
different culture and races. 

35. Bedok Town 
Square : 8-
Dec-2018 

It unites all Singaporeans and 
strengthen our bonds over the 
love of food. 

36. Bedok Town 
Square : 10-
Dec-2018 

This is our Singapore culture. 
Hawker culture is convenient and 
there are a variety of food for the 
various ethnic groups. Nowhere in 
the world can you find food at any 
time of the day. 

37. National 
Museum : 9-
Nov-2018 

What I love about the hawker 
culture is that it symbolizes the 
culture of sharing, mixing, 
exchanging and living, discovering 
many cultures alone, but also with 
friends, family.  

38. National 
Museum : 9-
Nov-2018 

Hawker centres have helped 
connect Singaporeans together 
and they play a big part in our 
lives especially when we want to 
*makan!

*makan: eat

39. National 
Museum : 9-
Nov-2018 

Hawker centre is very much the 
identity of the Singapore spirit! 

40. National 
Museum : 9-
Nov-2018 

Singapore is a food paradise and 
it is a part of our culture! We need 
to support and treasure our 
unique culture! 

41. National 
Museum : 9-
Nov-2018 

Hawker culture is in our everyday 
lives and forms strong community 
spirit. 



Venue & Date 
of Card 

Submitted Message Card on 
why they support the 

nomination 

Translation 

42. National 
Museum : 9-
Nov-2018 

Hawker centres in Singapore are 
easily accessible to all families 
and background. Food are 
cheaper too! 

43. National 
Museum : 9-
Nov-2018 

We all grew up eating hawker 
food and it’s the thing we miss 
most now that we live overseas. 

44. National 

Museum : 9-

Nov-2018 

At every stage of my life, hawker 

centres have nourished both my 

physical being (food), mind 

(conversations with friends and 

family) and heart (proud to be 

Singaporean)! 

45. National 

Museum : 9-

Nov-2018 

Hawker culture reflects the 

diversity and multi-cultural society 

in Singapore. 

46. National 

Museum : 11-

Nov-2018 

It is a communal eating space that 

you can enjoy cheap food with 

one another. The food reflects the 

heritage of early settlers that 

lasted decades and form 

Singapore's identity. 

47. National 

Museum : 13-

Nov-2018 

Singapore hawker culture is an 

important and meaningful part of 

our lives. People from all walks 

gather at the hawker centres to 

dine and bond over their favourite 

hawker food which are prepared 

by the hawkers. 

48. National 

Museum : 13-

Nov-2018 

It reflects multi-culturalism and 

showcases a diverse society. 

49. National 
Museum : 13-
Nov-2018 

Hawker culture plays a significant 

role in Singapore and many 

people from different cultures 

came to Singapore just to try our 

local dishes. Singaporeans also 

love our local food.  

50. Jurong 
Regional 

Untuk keluarga yang kecil, hawker 

food adalah pilihan yang terbaik. 

For a small family, hawker 
food is the best choice. It 



 
 

 Venue & Date 
of Card 

Submitted Message Card on 
why they support the 

nomination 

Translation 

Library: 29-
Jan-19 

Ia menjimatkan waktu dan 

makanan yang dihidangkan oleh 

penjaja sekarang, makanan yang 

sihat. 

 

saves time and food prepared 
by hawkers are now healthy. 

51.  Central Public 
Library: 29-
Jan-19 

Saya sokong pencalonan ini 

kerana selain ianya memberi 

kepada lapisan masyarakat 

berbagai citarasa makanan dari 

semua bangsa, ia juga memupuk 

nilai kemasyarakatan untuk saling 

mengenali makanan tradisi. 

Budaya penjaja sudah menjadi 

wadah turun temurun dari 

generasi yang lalu hingga ke hari 

ini. Ianya harus disambung dan 

tidak boleh dilupakan begitu 

sahaja. 

 

I support this nomination 

because apart from providing 

the society various food from 

all the races, it also cultivates 

the understanding of the 

traditional food from the 

different races. 

 

Hawker culture has been 
something that’s been passed 
from different generations till 
today. It has to be continued 
and be remembered. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Tiong Bahru 25-Oct-18 1



2. MCCY Family Day 26-Oct-2018 2



3. Tiong Bahru 26-Oct-18 3



4. Tiong Bahru 26-Oct-18 4



5. Tiong Bahru 27-Oct-18 5



6. Tiong Bahru 28-Oct-18 6



7. Tiong Bahru 28-Oct-18 7



8. Tiong Bahru 3-Nov-18 8



9. Tiong Bahru 3-Nov-18 9



10. Tiong Bahru 3-Nov-18 10



11. Tiong Bahru 4-Nov-18 11



12. Tiong Bahru 4-Nov-18 12



13. Ci Yuan 8-Nov-2018 13



14. Ci Yuan 8-Nov-2018 14



15. Ci Yuan 9-Nov-2018 15



16. Sun Yat Sen 10-Nov-2018 16



17. Ci Yuan 11-Nov-2018 17



18. Ci Yuan 16-Nov-2018 18



19. Ci Yuan 16-Nov-2018 19



20. Our Tampines Hub 29-Nov 20



21.Our Tampines Hub 29-Nov 21



22. Our Tampines Hub 1-Dec-2018 22



23. National Museum 3-Nov-2018 23



24. National Museum 5-Nov-2018 24



25. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 25



26. Ngee Ann Poly 19-Nov-2018 26



27. Ngee Ann Poly 19-Nov-2018 27



28. Ngee Ann Poly 19-Nov-2018 28



29. Ngee Ann Poly 19-Nov-2018 29



30. Bedok Town Square 5-Dec-2018 30



31. Bedok Town Square 6-Dec-2018 31



32. Bedok Town Square 7-Dec-2018 32



33. Bukit Batok Library 8-Dec-2018 33



34. Bedok Town Square 7-Dec-2018 34



35. Bedok Town Square 8-Dec-2018 35



36. Bedok Town Square 10-Dec-2018 36



37. National Museum 3-Nov-2018 37



38. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 38



39. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 39



40. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 40



41. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 41



42. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 42



43. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 43



44. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 44



45. National Museum 9-Nov-2018 45



46. National Museum 11-Nov-2018 46



47. National Museum 13-Nov-2018 47



48. National Museum 13-Nov-2018 48



49. National Museum 13-Nov-2018 49



50. Jurong Regional Library 29-Jan-19 50



51. Central Public Library 29-Jan-19 51



3. Letters of Consent



 Annex C1: Letters of Consent 
The Federation of Merchants’ 

Associations, Singapore (FMAS), 

Hawkers’ Associations and Hawker 

Centre Representatives 



Letters of Consent 
Hawkers’ Associations and Hawker Centre Representatives 

In Alphabetical Order Within Categories 

Federation of Merchants’ Association, Singapore 
1 FMAS's Main Letter 

East Zone 
2 51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 

3 Bedok Food Centre 

4 Bedok Interchange Hawker Centre 

5 Blk 4A Eunos Crescent Market and Food Centre 

6 Blk 4A Jalan Batu Market & Food Centre 

7 Blk 16 Bedok South Rd 

8 Blk 58 New Upper Changi Rd 

9 Blk 79/79A Circuit Road Food Centre 

10 Blk 80 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 

11 Blk 84 Marine Parade Central Hawker Centre 

12 Blk 85 Bedok North St 4 

13 Blk 89 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 

14 Blk 105 Hougang Ave 1 Hainanese Village Centre 

15 Blk 209 Kovan Market & Food Centre 

16 Blk 216 Bedok North St 1 

17 Blk 511 Bedok North St 3 Market Food Centre 

18 Blk 538 Bedok North Street 3 Market Food Centre 

19 Blk 630 Bedok Reservoir Road Market Food Centre 

20 Changi Village Hawker Centre 

21 Chomp Chomp Food Centre 

22 Dunman Food Centre 

23 East Coast Lagoon Food Village 

24 Geylang East Centre Merchants’ Association 

25 Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 

26 Haig Road Hawkers and Merchants Association 

27 Hawker Centre @ Our Tampines Hub 

28 Kallang Estate Market 

29 Marine Parade Merchants’ Association 

30 Serangoon Garden Market 

31 Serangoon North Merchants' Association 

32 Tampines Street 11 Hawkers & Merchant Association 

















51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 1



51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 2



51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 3



51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 4



51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 5



51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 6



51 Old Airport Road Food Centre and Shopping Mall 7



Bedok Food Centre 8



Bedok Food Centre 9



Bedok Food Centre 10



Bedok Food Centre 11



Bedok Food Centre 12



Bedok Interchange Hawker Centre 13



Bedok Interchange Hawker Centre 14



Bedok Interchange Hawker Centre 15



Bedok Interchange Hawker Centre 16



Bedok Interchange Hawker Centre 17



Blk 4A Eunos Crescent Market & Food Centre 18



Blk 4A Eunos Crescent Market & Food Centre 19



Blk 4A Jalan Batu Market & Food Centre 20



Blk 4A Jalan Batu Market & Food Centre 21



Blk 4A Jalan Batu Market & Food Centre 22



Blk 4A Jalan Batu Market & Food Centre 23



Blk 16 Bedok South Rd 24



Blk 16 Bedok South Rd 25



Blk 16 Bedok South Rd 26



Blk 16 Bedok South Rd 27



Blk 16 Bedok South Rd 28



Blk 58 New Upper Changi Rd 29



Blk 58 New Upper Changi Rd 30



Blk 58 New Upper Changi Rd 31



Blk 58 New Upper Changi Rd 32



Blk 79 79A Circuit Road Food Centre 33



Blk 80 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 34



Blk 80 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 35



Blk 80 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 36



Blk 84 Marine Parade Central Hawker Centre 37



Blk 85 Bedok North St 4 38



Blk 85 Bedok North St 4 39



Blk 85 Bedok North St 4 40



Blk 89 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 41



Blk 89 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 42



Blk 89 Circuit Road Market & Food Centre 43



Blk 105 Hougang Ave 1 Hainanese Village Centre 44



Blk 105 Hougang Ave 1 Hainanese Village Centre 45



Blk 105 Hougang Ave 1 Hainanese Village Centre 46



Blk 105 Hougang Ave 1 Hainanese Village Centre 47



Blk 209 Kovan Market & Food Centre 48



Blk 209 Kovan Market & Food Centre 49



Blk 209 Kovan Market & Food Centre 50



Blk 209 Kovan Market & Food Centre 51



Blk 216 Bedok North St 1 52



Blk 216 Bedok North St 1 53



Blk 216 Bedok North St 1 54



Blk 216 Bedok North St 1 55



Blk 216 Bedok North St 1 56



Blk 511 Bedok North St 3 Market Food Centre 57



Blk 511 Bedok North St 3 Market Food Centre 58



Blk 511 Bedok North St 3 Market Food Centre 59



Blk 511 Bedok North St 3 Market Food Centre 60



Blk 538 Bedok North Street 3 Market Food Centre 61



Blk 538 Bedok North Street 3 Market Food Centre 62



Blk 538 Bedok North Street 3 Market Food Centre 63



Blk 538 Bedok North Street 3 Market Food Centre 64



Blk 630 Bedok Reservoir Road Market Food Centre 65



Blk 630 Bedok Reservoir Road Market Food Centre 66



Blk 630 Bedok Reservoir Road Market Food Centre 67



Blk 630 Bedok Reservoir Road Market Food Centre 68



Changi Village Hawker Centre 69



Changi Village Hawker Centre 70



Changi Village Hawker Centre 71



Changi Village Hawker Centre 72



Changi Village Hawker Centre 73



Changi Village Hawker Centre 74



Changi Village Hawker Centre 75



Changi Village Hawker Centre 76



Chomp Chomp Food Centre 77



Chomp Chomp Food Centre 78



Chomp Chomp Food Centre 79



Chomp Chomp Food Centre 80



Dunman Food Centre 81



Dunman Food Centre 82



Dunman Food Centre 83



Dunman Food Centre 84



East Coast Lagoon Food Village 85



East Coast Lagoon Food Village 86



East Coast Lagoon Food Village 87



East Coast Lagoon Food Village 88



East Coast Lagoon Food Village 89



Geylang East Centre Merchants Association 90



Geylang East Centre Merchants Association 91



Geylang East Centre Merchants Association 92



Geylang East Centre Merchants Association 93



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 94



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 95



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 96



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 97



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 98



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 99



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 100



Geylang Serai Market & Food Centre 101



Haig Road Market & Food Centre 102



Haig Road Market & Food Centre 103



Haig Road Market & Food Centre 104



Haig Road Market & Food Centre 105



Haig Road Market & Food Centre 106



Hawker Centre @ Our Tampines Hub 107



Hawker Centre @ Our Tampines Hub 108



Hawker Centre @ Our Tampines Hub 109



Hawker Centre @ Our Tampines Hub 110



Kallang Estate Market 111



Kallang Estate Market 112



Kallang Estate Market 113



Marine Parade Merchant's Association 114



Marine Parade Merchant's Association 115



Marine Parade Merchant's Association 116



Marine Parade Merchant's Association 117



Marine Parade Merchant's Association 118



Serangoon Garden Market 119



Serangoon Garden Market 120



Serangoon Garden Market 121



Serangoon Garden Market 122



Serangoon Garden Market 123



Serangoon North Merchant's Association 124



Serangoon North Merchant's Association 125



Serangoon North Merchant's Association 126



Tampines Street 11 Hawkers & Merchant Association 127



Tampines Street 11 Hawkers & Merchant Association 128



Tampines Street 11 Hawkers & Merchant Association 129



Tampines Street 11 Hawkers & Merchant Association 130



Tampines Street 11 Hawkers & Merchant Association 131



Letters of Consent 
Hawkers’ Associations and Hawker Centre Representatives 

In Alphabetical Order Within Categories 

West Zone 

33 48A Tanglin Halt Market & Food Centre 

34 Adam Road Food Centre 

35 Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 

36 Blk 7 Empress Market & Food Centre 

37 Blk 44 Holland Drive Market & Food Centre 

38 Blk 79 Telok Blangah Drive 

39 Blk 159 Mei Chin Road Market & Food Centre 

40 Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 

41 Blk 505 Jurong West St 52 Market & Food Centre 

42 Blk 726 Clementi West St 2 

43 Boon Lay Hawkers' Association 

44 Bukit Timah Market Hawkers' Association 

45 Chong Pang City Merchant and Hawker's Association 

46 Commonwealth Drive Blk 1A/2A/3A Food Centre 

47 Clementi Ave 2 Blk 353 Market & Food Centre 

48 Clementi Centre Market Hawkers' Association 

49 Ghim Moh Market & Shops Merchant Association 

50 Holland Village Market & Food Centre 

51 Jurong West Hawker Centre 

52 Jurong Town Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers' Association 

53 Marsiling Lane Market & Food Centre 

54 Pasir Panjang Food Centre 

55 Teban Gardens Market & Food Centre 

56 Woodlands Town Centre Merchants' Association 

57 Yishun Park Hawker Centre 

58 Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 



48A Tanglin Halt Market & Food Centre 1



48A Tanglin Halt Market & Food Centre 2



48A Tanglin Halt Market & Food Centre 3



48A Tanglin Halt Market & Food Centre 4



48A Tanglin Halt Market & Food Centre 5



Adam Road Food Centre 6



Adam Road Food Centre 7



Adam Road Food Centre 8



Adam Road Food Centre 9



Adam Road Food Centre 10



Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 11



Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 12



Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 13



Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 14



Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 15



Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 16



Ayer Rajah Market & Food Centre 17



Blk 7 Empress Market & Food Centre 18



Blk 7 Empress Market & Food Centre 19



Blk 7 Empress Market & Food Centre 20



Blk 7 Empress Market & Food Centre 21



Blk 44 Holland Drive Market & Food Centre 22



Blk 44 Holland Drive Market & Food Centre 23



Blk 44 Holland Drive Market & Food Centre 24



Blk 44 Holland Drive Market & Food Centre 25



Blk 44 Holland Drive Market & Food Centre 26



Blk 79 Telok Blangah Drive 27



Blk 79 Telok Blangah Drive 28



Blk 79 Telok Blangah Drive 29



Blk 79 Telok Blangah Drive 30



Blk 79 Telok Blangah Drive 31



Blk 159 Mei Chin Road Market & Food Centre 32



Blk 159 Mei Chin Road Market & Food Centre 33



Blk 159 Mei Chin Road Market & Food Centre 34



Blk 159 Mei Chin Road Market & Food Centre 35



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 36



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 37



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 38



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 39



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 40



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 41



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 42



Blk 254 Jurong East St 24 Market & Food Centre 43



Blk 505 Jurong West St 52 Market & Food Centre 44



Blk 505 Jurong West St 52 Market & Food Centre 45



Blk 505 Jurong West St 52 Market & Food Centre 46



Blk 505 Jurong West St 52 Market & Food Centre 47



Blk 726 Clementi West St 2 48



Blk 726 Clementi West St 2 49



Blk 726 Clementi West St 2 50



Blk 726 Clementi West St 2 51



Blk 726 Clementi West St 2 52



Boon Lay Hawker Association 53



Boon Lay Hawker Association 54



Boon Lay Hawker Association 55



Boon Lay Hawker Association 56



Boon Lay Hawker Association 57



Boon Lay Hawker Association 58



Bukit Timah Hawker Association 59



Bukit Timah Hawker Association 60



Bukit Timah Hawker Association 61



Bukit Timah Hawker Association 62



Bukit Timah Hawker Association 63



Bukit Timah Hawker Association 64



Chong Pang Hawker Association 65



Chong Pang Hawker Association 66



Chong Pang Hawker Association 67



Chong Pang Hawker Association 68



Chong Pang Hawker Association 69



Chong Pang Hawker Association 70



Chong Pang Hawker Association 71



Clementi Ave 2 Blk 353 Market & Food Centre 72



Clementi Ave 2 Blk 353 Market & Food Centre 73



Clementi Ave 2 Blk 353 Market & Food Centre 74



Clementi Ave 2 Blk 353 Market & Food Centre 75



Commonwealth Drive Blk 1A_2A_3A Food Centre 76



Commonwealth Drive Blk 1A_2A_3A Food Centre 77



Commonwealth Drive Blk 1A_2A_3A Food Centre 78



Commonwealth Drive Blk 1A_2A_3A Food Centre 79



Ghim Moh Market & Shops Merchant Association 80



Ghim Moh Market & Shops Merchant Association 81



Ghim Moh Market & Shops Merchant Association 82



Ghim Moh Market & Shops Merchant Association 83



Holland Village Market & Food Centre 84



Holland Village Market & Food Centre 85



Holland Village Market & Food Centre 86



Jurong Town Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers' Association 87



Jurong Town Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers' Association 88



Jurong Town Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers' Association 89



Jurong Town Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers' Association 90



Jurong Town Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers' Association 91



Jurong West Hawker Centre 92



Jurong West Hawker Centre 93



Jurong West Hawker Centre 94



Marsiling Lane Market & Food Centre 95



Marsiling Lane Market & Food Centre 96



Marsiling Lane Market & Food Centre 97



Marsiling Lane Market & Food Centre 98



Marsiling Lane Market & Food Centre 99



  

 



  



 



Teban Gardens Market & Food Centre 103



Teban Gardens Market & Food Centre 104



Teban Gardens Market & Food Centre 105



Woodlands Town Centre Merchants' Association 106



Woodlands Town Centre Merchants' Association 107



Woodlands Town Centre Merchants' Association 108



Woodlands Town Centre Merchants' Association 109



Yishun Park Hawker Centre 110



Yishun Park Hawker Centre 111



Yishun Park Hawker Centre 112



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 113



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 114



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 115



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 116



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 117



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 118



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 119



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 120



Yuhua Constituency Street 31 Shop-Proprietors & Hawkers Association 121



Letters of Consent 
Hawkers’ Associations and Hawker Centre Representatives 

In Alphabetical Order Within Categories 

Central 1 Zone 

59 ABC Brickworks Wet Market & Food Centre 

60 Amoy Street Food Centre 

61 Beo Crescent Market 

62 Blk 22A/B Havelock Road 

63 Blk 85 Redhill Food Centre 

64 Blk 112 Jalan Bukit Merah Market & Food Centre Singapore 

65 Blk 115 Bukit Merah View Market & Food Centre 

66 Blk 127 Lorong 1 Toa Payoh 

67 Blk 163 Bukit Merah Central Food Centre 

68 Block 1 Jalan Kuboh 

69 Block 22 Lorong 7 Toa Payoh 

70 Block 75 Lorong Toa Payoh Food Centre 

71 Block 93 Lorong 4 Toa Payoh 

72 Block 320 Shunfu Road 

73 Chinatown Complex Hawkers' Association 

74 Commonwealth Crescent Stallholders and Shopkeepers Association (CCSSA) 

75 Maxwell Food Centre 

76 Newton Food Centre 

77 People's Park Traders Association 

78 Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Cooked Food Association 

79 Telok Blangah Crescent Market & Food Centre 

80 Telok Blangah Rise Market & Food Centre 

81 Tiong Bahru Market & Food Centre 

82 Toa Payoh Vista Market 

83 Zion Riverside Food Centre 



ABC Brickworks Wet Market & Food Centre 1



ABC Brickworks Wet Market & Food Centre 2



ABC Brickworks Wet Market & Food Centre 3



ABC Brickworks Wet Market & Food Centre 4



ABC Brickworks Wet Market & Food Centre 5



ABC Brickworks Wet Market & Food Centre 6



Amoy Street Food Centre 7



Amoy Street Food Centre 8



Amoy Street Food Centre 9



Amoy Street Food Centre 10



Amoy Street Food Centre 11



Amoy Street Food Centre 12



Amoy Street Food Centre 13



Amoy Street Food Centre 14



Beo Crescent Market 15



Beo Crescent Market 16



Beo Crescent Market 17



Blk 112 Jalan Bukit Merah Market & Food Centre Singapore 18



Blk 112 Jalan Bukit Merah Market & Food Centre Singapore 19



Blk 112 Jalan Bukit Merah Market & Food Centre Singapore 20



Blk 115 Bukit Merah View Market & Food Centre 21



Blk 115 Bukit Merah View Market & Food Centre 22



Blk 115 Bukit Merah View Market & Food Centre 23



Blk 115 Bukit Merah View Market & Food Centre 24



Blk 115 Bukit Merah View Market & Food Centre 25



Blk 127 Lorong 1 Toa Payoh 26



Blk 127 Lorong 1 Toa Payoh 27



Blk 127 Lorong 1 Toa Payoh 28



Blk 127 Lorong 1 Toa Payoh 29



Blk 163 Bukit Merah Central Food Centre 30



Blk 163 Bukit Merah Central Food Centre 31



Blk 163 Bukit Merah Central Food Centre 32



Blk 163 Bukit Merah Central Food Centre 33



Blk 22A_B Havelock Road 34



Blk 22A_B Havelock Road 35



Blk 22A_B Havelock Road 36



Blk 85 Redhill Food Centre 37



Blk 85 Redhill Food Centre 38



Blk 85 Redhill Food Centre 39



Blk 85 Redhill Food Centre 40



Block 1 Jalan Kuboh 41



Block 1 Jalan Kuboh 42



Block 1 Jalan Kuboh 43



Block 22 Lorong 7 Toa Payoh 44



Block 22 Lorong 7 Toa Payoh 45



Block 22 Lorong 7 Toa Payoh 46



Block 22 Lorong 7 Toa Payoh 47



Block 22 Lorong 7 Toa Payoh 48



Block 320 Shunfu Road 49



Block 320 Shunfu Road 50



Block 320 Shunfu Road 51



Block 320 Shunfu Road 52



Block 75 Lorong Toa Payoh Food Centre 53



Block 75 Lorong Toa Payoh Food Centre 54



Block 75 Lorong Toa Payoh Food Centre 55



Block 75 Lorong Toa Payoh Food Centre 56



Block 93 Lorong 4 Toa Payoh 57



Block 93 Lorong 4 Toa Payoh 58



Block 93 Lorong 4 Toa Payoh 59



Block 93 Lorong 4 Toa Payoh 60



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 61



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 62



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 63



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 64



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 65



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 66



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 67



Chinatown Complex Market & Food Centre 68



Commonwealth Crescent Stallholders and Shopkeepers Association (CCSSA) 69



Commonwealth Crescent Stallholders and Shopkeepers Association (CCSSA) 70



Commonwealth Crescent Stallholders and Shopkeepers Association (CCSSA) 71



Maxwell Food Centre 72



Maxwell Food Centre 73



Maxwell Food Centre 74



Maxwell Food Centre 75



Maxwell Food Centre 76



Maxwell Food Centre 77



Newton Food Centre 78



Newton Food Centre 79



Newton Food Centre 80



Newton Food Centre 81



Newton Food Centre 82



Newton Food Centre 83



People's Park Traders Association 84



People's Park Traders Association 85



People's Park Traders Association 86



People's Park Traders Association 87



People's Park Traders Association 88



People's Park Traders Association 89



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 90



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 91



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 92



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 93



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 94



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 95



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 96



Tanjong Pagar Plaza Market & Food Centre 97



Telok Blangah Crescent Market & Food Centre 98



Telok Blangah Crescent Market & Food Centre 99



Telok Blangah Crescent Market & Food Centre 100



Telok Blangah Rise Market & Food Centre 101



Telok Blangah Rise Market & Food Centre 102



Telok Blangah Rise Market & Food Centre 103



Tiong Bahru Market & Food Centre 104



Tiong Bahru Market & Food Centre 105



Tiong Bahru Market & Food Centre 106



Tiong Bahru Market & Food Centre 107



Tiong Bahru Market & Food Centre 108



Toa Payoh Vista Market 109



Toa Payoh Vista Market 110



Toa Payoh Vista Market 111



Zion Riverside Food Centre 112



Zion Riverside Food Centre 113



Zion Riverside Food Centre 114



Zion Riverside Food Centre 115



Letters of Consent 
Hawkers’ Associations and Hawker Centre Representatives 

In Alphabetical Order Within Categories 

Central 2 Zone 

84 Alexandra Village Business Association 

85 AMK 628 Market 

86 AMK 724 Market 

87 Ang Mo Kio Ave 4 (Neighbourhood 1) Shopkeepers' and Hawkers' Association 

88 Berseh Food Centre 

89 Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 

90 Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 

91 Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 

92 Blk 210 Toa Payoh Lorong 8 Market & Food Centre 

93 Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 

94 Cambridge Pek Kio Market & Food Centre 

95 Cheng San Market & Food Centre 

96 Ci Yuan Hawker Centre 

97 Chong Boon Market & Food Centre 

98 Golden Mile Food Centre 

99 Kebun Baru Market & Food Centre (Blk 226D) 

100 Kebun Baru Market & Food Centre (Blk 226H) 

101 Market Street Interim Hawker Centre 

102 North Bridge Road Market & Food Centre 

103 Sembawang Hills Food Centre 

104 Sims Vista Market & Food Centre 

105 Teck Ghee Court Market & Food Centre 

106 Teck Ghee Square Market & Food Centre 

107 Tekka Market 

108 Upper Boon Keng Road Stallholders and Shopowners Association 

109 Upper Cross Market & Food Centre (Hong Lim Market & Food Centre) 

NTUC Foodfare 

110 Bukit Panjang/Kampung Admiralty/Pasir Ris Hawker Centre 



Alexandra Village Business Association 1



Alexandra Village Business Association 2



Alexandra Village Business Association 3



AMK 628 Market 4



AMK 628 Market 5



AMK 628 Market 6



AMK 724 Market 7



AMK 724 Market 8



AMK 724 Market 9



AMK 724 Market 10



AMK 724 Market 11



AMK 724 Market 12



Ang Mo Kio Ave 4 (Neighbourhood 1) Shopkeepers' and Hawkers' Association 13



Ang Mo Kio Ave 4 (Neighbourhood 1) Shopkeepers' and Hawkers' Association 14



Berseh Food Centre 15



Berseh Food Centre 16



Berseh Food Centre 17



Berseh Food Centre 18



Berseh Food Centre 19



Berseh Food Centre 20



Blk 210 Toa Payoh Lorong 8 Market & Food Centre 21



Blk 210 Toa Payoh Lorong 8 Market & Food Centre 22



Blk 210 Toa Payoh Lorong 8 Market & Food Centre 23



Blk 210 Toa Payoh Lorong 8 Market & Food Centre 24



Blk 210 Toa Payoh Lorong 8 Market & Food Centre 25



Blk 210 Toa Payoh Lorong 8 Market & Food Centre 26



Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 27



Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 28



Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 29



Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 30



Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 31



Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 32



Blk 270 Queen Street (Albert Centre) 33



Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 34



Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 35



Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 36



Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 37



Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 38



Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 39



Blk 29 Bendeemer Road Market & Food Centre 40



Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 41



Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 42



Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 43



Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 44



Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 45



Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 46



Blk 69 Geylang Bahru Market & Food Centre 47



1_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 1Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 48



2_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 2Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 49



3_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 3Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 50



4_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 4Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 51



5_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 5Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 52



6_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 6Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 53



7_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 7Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 54



8_PDFsam_Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 8Blk 90 & 91 Whampoa Drive Market & Food Centre 55
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CONSENT AND SUPPORT FOR THE 

NOMINATION OF HAWKER CULTURE OF SINGAPORE 

Name of Hawker Centre: Bukit Panjang Hawker Centre, 

Kampung Admiralty Hawker Centre 

Pasir Ris Central Hawker Centre 

Address of Hawker Centre: 2 Bukit Panjang Ring Rd, Singapore 679947, 

676 Woodlands Drive 71, Level 2, Singapore 730676 

1 Pasir Ris Central Street 3, Singapore 518457 

Name and Title of Representative: George Wong, RD HCU-MT Head 

Name of Organisation: NTUC Foodfare Co-operative Ltd. 

Address of Organisation: 10 Senoko Way, Singapore 758031 

Date: 05/03/2019 

We represent the hawkers from the above hawker centres. 

We consider Hawker Culture to be an important intangible cultural heritage that is 
appreciated by the people of Singapore and reflects the daily lives and multicultural 
identity of Singapore. 

We value this intangible cultural heritage and will contribute to the continual practice of 
this culture. We hope that Hawker Culture of Singapore will receive recognition on the 
UNESCO Representative List and will be practised and transmitted to future generations. 

We indicate our free, prior and informed consent and support to the nomination of 
"Hawker Culture of Singapore" to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Please find appended in the Annexes, the signatories of the hawkers from the 3 hawker 

centres who are supportive of the UNESCO nomination. 

goodness inside 
www.fooclfare.com.sg I www.facebook.com/Foodfare 
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Letters of Consent  
Community Organisations and NGOs 

In Alphabetical Order Within Categories 

111 Buona Vista Citizens' Consultative Committee 

112 Centre for Fathering 

113 Chong Pang Citizens' Consultative Committee 

114 Chung Shan Association 

115 Cooking Interest Group at Covent-Indus 

116 Dick Yip and his Minstrels 

117 Eurasian Association 

118 Focus on the Family Singapore 

119 Food Gen 2 

120 Inter-Religious Organisation, Singapore 

121 Kaki Bukit 511 Area Sub-Committee 

122 Kampong Chai Chee Citizens' Consultative Committee 

123 Kim Seng Community Centre Women's Executive Committee 

124 Malay Heritage Foundation 

125 Mountbatten Constituency Citizens' Consultative Committee 

126 Office of the Mayors 

127 Onepeople.sg 

128 People's Association Active Ageing Council 

129 People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Bishan CC, Bukit Batok East Southaven II and Woodgrove RC ) 

130 People's Association Integration Council 

131 People's Association Malay Activity Executive Committees Council (PA MESRA) 

132 People's Association Women's Integration Network Council 

133 People's Association Youth Movement Central Youth Council/Teens Network Advisory Council 

134 Pint of Science 

135 Richard Wan 

136 Singapore Chefs Association 

137 Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCCI) 

138 Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre 

139 Singapore Council of Women's Organisations 

140 Singapore Federation of Chinese Clan Associations (SFCCA) 

141 Singapore Hainan Hwee Kuan 

142 Singapore Heritage Society 

143 Singapore Indian Association 

144 Singapore Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SICCI) 

145 Singapore Indian Women's Association 

146 Singapore Kindness Movement 

147 Slow Food Singapore 

148 Tampines Changkat Citizens' Consultative committee 

149 The Birthday Collective 

150 Ulu Pandan Community Club 

151 Youth Corps Singapore 
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To : 

National Heritage Board Singapore 

National Heritage Board 

61 Stamford Road 

#03-08 Stamford Court 

Singapore 178892 

From : 

Dick Yip and his Minstrels@the Serangoon 

Serangoon Community Club 

10 Serangoon North Avenue2 

Singapore 555877 

26 November 2018 

Our objective: In strong support that the “Hawker Culture in Singapore” be added to 

 the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Dear National Heritage Board of Singapore, 

Dick Yip and his Minstrels is a ukulele interest group serving with the Active Ageing 

Committee, Serangoon Community Club/People’s Association. It was initiated in 2008 by Dick 

Yip with a Vision of ‘A Happy Senior’ and a Mission to ‘enable a Senior to befriend the humble 

ukulele as a constant companion’.  The group has 50 members made up of seniors, cancer 

survivors and cancer patients. Hawker Centres which are the associated spaces of Hawker 

Culture in Singapore, are very much part of our lives – from those growing years to now our 

glowing years! 

A key objective of the group is to raise the self-worth of the members through music and 

performances. Some highlights of the group’s achievements are: 

 Dick Yip broke the solo-ukulele world record (25 hours) and set a new record of

32 hours from 31 July – 1 August 2015 as a gift to Singapore on her 50th

birthday. This was affirmed by the Singapore Book of Records

 Leader: Set a record of Longest Ukulele Concert - 32-hours.

He inspired his Minstrels to set a world record of the longest Ukulele concert – 32

hours from 31 July – 1 August 2015, as a gift to Singapore on her 50th birthday.

This was affirmed by the Singapore Book of Records

 Organised the Pesta Ukulele 2016 - a ukulele performance for friends and loved

ones of the Minstrels. In their appreciation, ‘love gifts’ for PERTAPIS were given

(we collected $7,000).

Seniors who participated felt a deep sense of joy and fulfilment.

Another concert with the same objective has been scheduled on Wednesday, 26

December 2018 at the Serangoon CC.
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 Organises regular picnic jams and performances at various Hawker Centres to

add vibrance and promote healthy living. Some highlights are

o La Teh La Kopi - 11 August 2016 from 3 - 4 pm at 115 Bukit Merah View

Market and Food Centre
o Christmas in the Neighbourhood (1) - 23 December 2017 - breakfast at

Serangoon Gardens Hawker Centre - 8 - 9 am - to bring the spirit of

Christmas to the diners

o Christmas in the Neighbourhood (2) - 23 December 2017 - breakfast at the

market place - Serangoon North Plaza - 9.30 - 10.30 am

o Beachfront East Coast Lagoon Food Village on 22 August 2018 from 3 pm –

7 pm

o Christmas with Dick Yip and his Minstrels at Kampong Admiralty Hawker

Centre on 21 Dec 2018 from 5-8 pm

Hawker Centres are meeting points for ALL people in Singapore, irrespective of social 

status, age, race or religion. They are our melting pots of different cultures. Hawker Culture in 

Singapore is an integral part of our way of life, where people from all walks of life gather to dine 

and bond over their favourite hawker food, which are prepared by hawkers from stalls selling 

Chinese, Malay, Indian and many other diverse types of dishes – prepared by local hawkers 

with years of experience. Many of these dishes originated from the food cultures of different 

immigrant groups who settled in Singapore. Over time, they have evolved to be the distinctive 

local dishes that we love, and form an important part of our food heritage. This is our PRIDE 

and JOY. 

Many of our working adults will head straight to the Hawker Centres for a satisfying 

lunch with colleagues or to meet friends. Most often treating themselves to delightful local 

desserts and take-away snacks. Our young students enjoy a balanced and healthy lunch at the 

Hawker Centres too, as many of their families have working mothers who will not be able to 

cook. Families gather for dinner too before heading for home as our hawker food is as good as 

home-cooked meals. Our Hawker Centres offer warm and affectionate venues for meeting up 

with friends and the retirees will certainly affirm this! Our Hawker Culture and the Hawker 

Centres are our priceless assets of culture heritage where learning, sharing and appreciation of 

one another’s culture from different ethnic groups takes place naturally. 

For these reasons, we strongly support that the “Hawker Culture in Singapore” be added 

to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.     

On behalf of Dick Yip and his Minstrels, thank you 

Daisie Yip 

Administration Manager 
Dick Yip and his Minstrels 
c/o 25 Simon Place 

 Singapore 545965 
  
email: daisiechyip@gmail.com 
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INTER-RELIGIOUS ORGANISATION, SINGAPORE 
(ROS 0176/1949 REL) 

7 Maxwell Road, #05-02 MND Building, Annex B Complex, Singapore 069111 
Tel: (65) 6221 9858 Fax: (65) 6221 9212 

Website: www.iro.sg Email: contact@iro.sg 

HINDU    JEWISH  ZOROASTRIAN    BUDDHIST    TAOIST    JAIN    CHRISTIAN    ISLAM    SIKH    BAHA’I 

National Heritage Board 
61 Stamford Road 
#03-08 Stamford Court  
Singapore 178892 

19 March 2019 

Dear National Heritage Board  

SUPPORT FOR UNESCO HAWKER CULTURE NOMINATION 

Inter-religious harmony is the bedrock of Singapore’s success which has facilitated economic            
and social stability. Singapore is an inclusive nation ranked as the most religiously diverse              
country in the world. To achieve such existential status, our government, NGOs and community              
leaders have continued to take conscientious efforts to promote the harmonious living.  

The Inter-Religious Organisation, Singapore (IRO) has been actively building friendship and trust            
between Singapore’s diversity of religions. Through the fellowship of religious leaders since its             
founding 70 years ago in 1949, IRO has spearheaded peaceful interfaith relations to help bring               
about religious harmony in Singapore. Thus the IRO, a non-government organisation, has had             
significant impact on the development of multi-religious Singapore.  

Nothing brings people together like food does. The IRO’s interfaith gatherings are unique as they               
respectfully cater for dietary concerns of members from the major religions in Singapore;             
Hinduism, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Taoism, Jainism, Christianity, Islam, Sikhism and          
Baha’i Faith.  

The IRO encourages the act of eating together despite the dietary differences. For this reason,               
we see the hawker centres as a common place for Singaporeans to have their meals together.                
People of all races and religions have a convenient access to the food they like, while also                 
maintaining their religious principles. It also provides them an opportunity to understand each             
other better thereby strengthening religious harmony in Singapore. 

For this reason, the members of IRO consider it important and strongly support the nomination of                
hawker culture to the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.  

Yours sincerely, 

Ben J Benjamin 
President 

Inter-Religious Organisation, Singapore 17

mailto:contact@iro.sg
http://www.iro.sg/


Kaki Bukit 511 Area Sub-Committee 18



Kaki Bukit 511 Area Sub-Committee 19



Kampong Chai Chee Citizens' Consultative Committee 20



Kampong Chai Chee Citizens' Consultative Committee 21



Kim Seng Community Centre Women's Executive Committee 22



Malay Heritage Foundation 23



Malay Heritage Foundation 24



Mountbatten Constituency Citizens' Consultative Committee 25



Mountbatten Constituency Citizens' Consultative Committee 26



Office of the Mayors 27



Office of the Mayors 28



Office of the Mayors 29



Office of the Mayors 30



Onepeople.sg 31



People's Association Active Ageing Council 32



People's Association Active Ageing Council 33



People's Association Integration Council 34



People's Association Integration Council 35



People's Association Integration Council 36



People's Association Integration Council 37



People's Association Integration Council 38



People's Association Integration Council 39



People's Association Integration Council 40



People's Association Integration Council 41



People's Association Malay Activity Executive Committees Council (PA MESRA) 42



People's Association Malay Activity Executive Committees Council (PA MESRA) 43



People's Association Malay Activity Executive Committees Council (PA MESRA) 44



People's Association Malay Activity Executive Committees Council (PA MESRA) 45



People's Association Women's Integration Network Council 46



People's Association Women's Integration Network Council 47



People's Association Youth Movement Central Youth CouncilTeens Network Advisory Council 48



People's Association Youth Movement Central Youth CouncilTeens Network Advisory Council 49



People's Association Youth Movement Central Youth CouncilTeens Network Advisory Council 50



People's Association Youth Movement Central Youth CouncilTeens Network Advisory Council 51



People's Association Youth Movement Central Youth CouncilTeens Network Advisory Council 52



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Bishan CC) 53



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Bishan CC) 54



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Bishan CC) 55



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Bishan CC) 56



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Bukit Batok East Southaven II) 57



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Bukit Batok East Southaven II) 58



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Woodgrove RC) 59



People's Association-Culinary Art Trainers (Woodgrove RC) 60



Pint of Science Singapore 

8A Biomedical Grove 

138648 Singapore 

Object: Nomination of Hawker Culture to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

Dear Ministry, 

Pint of Science is a global non-profit campaign that seeks to bring science to the masses. The 

event seeks to provide a relaxed and casual atmosphere for scientists and the public to interact 

with each other through short talks and question-and-answer sessions. Scientists are 

commonly portrayed as unapproachable and detached from real-world concerns in popular 

media. Our campaign seeks to break down these stereotypes and misconceptions, in order to 

bridge this communication gap, and to share the wonder of science with the general public. 

We believe that our efforts will help to enhance support for scientific activities at the grassroots 

level, and inspire future generations of scientists. 

Pint of Science originated in the United Kingdom in 2012. Its importance is underscored by 

the fact that the movement has expanded considerably within a short period of time. By 2018, 

it reached over 21 countries and spanned several continents, including Asia, Europe, and 

Australia.  

This year, Pint of Science landed on the shores of Singapore. In the tradition of Pint of Science, 

most of our events were organised in pubs or bars. However, we wished to infuse the festival 

with local flavour to enhance its appeal to the general public, and few things are as 

Singaporean as the Hawker Centres. 

A melting pot of the cuisines of Singapore’s major ethnic groups, infused with both tradition 

and dynamism. The Hawker Centre is much more than simply a place to eat - it also functions 

as a social leveller, where people from all walks of life and socioeconomic statuses congregate 

under the name of good food, but also discover other cultures and meet new people along the 

way.  

Our first edition of Pint of Science included a unique series of events at the Tiong Bahru 

Hawker Centre. By deciding to include this venue, our festival managed to reach the heartland 

of Singapore, which encompasses a much more varied demographic, such as young children 

and the elderly, who may not necessarily patronise pubs and bars. As such, the Hawker Centre 

afforded us an invaluable opportunity to reach the very people who might otherwise have been 

left out from our campaign. 

Our events at the Tiong Bahru Hawker Centre were very well received by the community. We 

organized events on 3 evenings which dealt with different scientific topics: 

Monday 14th May 2018, Little stories of mosquitoes: participants were invited to sit at a table 

with scientists to discuss about their research in tropical diseases. We also had a mosquitoes 

box for the greatest pleasure of the children; 
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Tuesday 15th May 2018, Bits and bites of the earth: an unique opportunity to learn about the 

fascinating phenomena behind our planet through interactive exhibition stands; 

Wednesday 16th May 2018, Children, gender norms and the future: brings a social issue and 

open the debate with the public. 

Our experience at Tiong Bahru Hawker Centre has reinforced our belief that the Hawker 

Centre is the place to be to encounter Singapore’s local culture and reach an unique mix of 

people. Therefore, we want to encourage every initiative that highlights the importance of 

hawker culture all around the world and perpetuate this culture to the next generation. 

For all these reasons, we strongly support the nomination of hawker culture to the UNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Pint of Science Singapore 

The President: Angeline Rouers 

The Community Manager: Flora Teoh 

 

29/11/2018

29/11/2018
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Dated: December 10, 2018 

Ref: Nomination of Hawker Culture to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage 

Dear Ministry 

Our organisation, Indian Women’s Association, has members both Singaporean and 
Foreign with a common Indian heritage. We have several partnerships with local 
Community Centres and for the past 20 years, we have been an integral part of 
Singaporean life. 

While there are other multi-cultural countries in the world, Singapore is probably the 
smallest country with distinctly diverse cultural identities coexisting peacefully. 

Hawker culture is a representation of this distinctly diverse yet harmonious culture in 
Singapore and each stall in a hawker centre showcases the vendor’s immigrant cultural 
roots which have mingled with local culture to produce Singapore’s multicultural 
identity. 

We strongly support the safeguarding of Singapore’s shining example of social 
cohesion and hope that the nomination of Hawker Culture is successful. 

Regards 

Chandan Lehal 

President 

Indian Women’s Association 
P.O Box no. 472, Orchard Post Office, S912316
www.iwasingapore.org
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Singapore Kindness Movement – Student Reflections on Hawker Culture 

As part of the Singapore Kindness Movement (SKM)’s involvement in the nomination 

preparations for hawker culture, a contest to seek students’ reflections on hawker culture was 

launched through the SKM’s newsletters, Kindsville Times Junior, Kindsville Adventures and 

Kindsville: A-OK!. 

These newsletters are distributed to all primary schools in Singapore, and the activities were 
designed according to the age of the students. These were developed in partnership with the 
Character and Citizenship Education (CCE) Branch of the Ministry of Education. Kindsville 
Times Junior, Kindsville Adventures and Kindsville: A-OK! are designed for Primary 1-2, 
Primary 3-4 and Primary 5-6 levels respectively. Through fun activities, comics and stories, 
students learn about the importance of specific character values and positive attitudes towards 
school-life challenges.  

The contest was conducted from January to 15 February 2019, inviting students from primary 

schools across Singapore to contribute reflections on acts of kindness demonstrated at 

hawker centres. 

These are the number of students who participated across the three different age groups: 

 Primary 1-2 (ages 7-8): 83

 Primary 3-4 (ages 9-10): 87

 Primary 5-6 (ages 11-12): 273

Appended below are samples of student submissions from the three different age groups. 
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Level Contribution 
Primary 

1-2
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Primary 

3-4
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Primary 

5-6
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11 January 2019 

Letter of Support: Nomination of Hawker Culture of Singapore to UNESCO Representative 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Dear Sirs, 

Our non-profit association Slow Food (Singapore) is the only convivium in Singapore 
recognised by Slow Food International, which is based in Italy. While our parent association 
was established in 1989, the Singapore chapter has only just passed its fifth year, having 
been in existence since 2013. The Slow Food global movement now boasts 1,500 convivia in 
160 countries. 

In the last 30 years, Slow Food as a whole has expanded their food conservation efforts to 
embrace a more comprehensive approach that includes the people, culture, politics and the 
planet of food. Apart from the biennial Terra Madre Salone del Gusto which takes place in 
Bra, Italy, Slow Food International is also involved in food activism on the EU stage 
particularly.  

The Singapore chapter was created with the mission to promote and conserve the country’s 
food heritage through research and advocacy, partnerships, public outreach and events. The 
main recognition programme launched was Heritage Heroes, which awarded 
confectioneries and bakeries in the first year that are still hand-making traditional cakes, 
pastries and snacks (or kueh in the local vernacular). Two years later, Slow Food (Singapore) 
recognised heritage restaurants who have been in business for at least 30 years and are still 
serving traditional local cuisine. 

In 2015, Slow Food (Singapore) was invited by the Singapore Tourism Board to be a valued 
partner in the annual Singapore Food Festival, thus kickstarting what has become a yearly 
Kueh Appreciation Day affair. The aim of the event was purely one of raising awareness and 
education, promoting local kueh through the sale of traditionally made snacks by mostly 
family-owned and -run vendors, with hands-on kueh-making demonstration classes by 
experts.  

Slow Food (Singapore) is supporting Singapore’s nomination of hawker culture as the 
country’s Intangible Cultural Heritage not only because some of our Heritage Heroes are in 
hawker centres still while others did start in hawker centres before moving on to bigger, air-
conditioned premises, but also because hawker culture is part of Singapore’s food heritage. 

Hawker culture and Singapore have progressed together. As urban planning kicked into high 
gear and housing developments were built in the 1960s and 70s, hawker centres were part 
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of every housing estate. Our association’s executive committee is made of Generation X-ers 
who remember being able to have affordable food even as students on the way to school 
every morning at these hawker centres which have gradually improved – we certainly 
remembered when a hygiene rating system kickstarted, generating much debate among the 
populace! 

Hawker culture is more than just about hawker centres. Hawker culture embraces the social 
and economic well-being of Singapore. It is where entire families can go and have a meal 
together with everyone eating food from different stalls, be it Chinese, Malay, Indian or 
Hainanese-Western food! It’s a great place to meet up with neighbours, friends, colleagues. 
It’s even a place where you could make friends with your favourite hawkers and just order 
your usual with a nod of the head. 

Hawker culture is a fantastic social leveller in Singapore. From CEOs to blue-collar workers, 
everyone rubs shoulders and shares tables at hawker centres. Over the years, even certain 
social behaviours have developed and become part of Singapore’s hawker culture. Hawker 
culture has become so entwined with the story of Singapore that it is part of every 
Singaporean’s lived experience. 

To Slow Food (Singapore), hawker culture encompasses the heritage of local food. Most of 
the food have evolved to become Singaporean, whatever their origin. Some dishes may 
have been created as a result of the multicultural and remaining colonial influences in the 
past and have survived to its current form today. Hawker culture is a living tale of history – 
whether of the food, people or place – which takes place every time one steps into a 
hawker centre.  

As dining fads come and go, and we are exposed to ever more dazzling alternatives, it’s 
important to safeguard Singapore’s hawker culture for the future generations because it 
connects us to the past and enriches our present, it allows for people of all races to come 
together as it is affordable and accessible.  

We hope the nomination of hawker culture in Singapore as an Intangible Cultural Heritage 
will be successful as it is a well-loved and valuable part of the country’s identity and this 
recognition will go a long way toward the appreciation and survival of this heritage. 

Yours sincerely, 

Anne Loh 
President 
Slow Food (Singapore) 
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1 December 2018 

National Heritage Board 
61 Stamford Road 
#03-08 Stamford Court 
Singapore 178892 

Attn:  Ms Felicia Toh 
Assistant Manager 
Heritage Research and Assessment 

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR NOMINATION OF HAWKER CULTURE TO THE 
UNESCO REPRESENTATIVE LIST OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF HUMANITY 

The Birthday Collective is pleased to register our strong and enthusiastic 
support for the nomination of hawker culture to the UNESCO Representative 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH).  

The Collective was established in 2016, as a platform to gather narratives and 
stories about the challenges and opportunities facing Singapore after its first 50 
years as a nation. It is a community effort, non-partisan and inclusive in its 
approach. The Collective’s annual publication, “The Birthday Book”, is a 
collection of essays published around the time of Singapore’s National Day, 
focused on a theme pertinent to Singapore’s long term future. In 2018, “The 
Birthday Book – Junior” was initiated to feature the perspectives of younger 
Singaporeans aged 14 and under; this will also be an annual publication. In 
addition, the Collective organises an annual video competition, for those more 
inclined to capture their stories via audio-visual media.  

A key ongoing project for the Collective involves documenting two aspects of 
Singapore’s culture, which we consider a key part of the Singapore story which 
may not be preserved without intentional and deliberate steps. First, we are 
crowdsourcing community nominations of hawkers whose recipes and practices 
can be chronicled via smart glasses technology – bringing together heritage 

The Birthday Collective 93



2 

and cutting-edge science to document our history in innovative ways. Second, 
we are developing an online dictionary of “hawker terms”, which will capture the 
multilingual and multicultural lexicon underpinning our hawker culture. These 
twin projects were initiated independently of the nomination of hawker culture 
to the UNESCO Representative List, and we have been very pleased to work 
with the National Heritage Board and its co-nominators to find mutual synergies 
in our projects. We hope that our community-driven efforts can complement 
those of the government to renew and rejuvenate Singapore’s hawker culture.  

We look forward to a positive outcome from the nomination process. In addition 
to community efforts like ours, a successful UNESCO nomination will be 
invaluable in recognising the role and value of hawker culture in Singapore and 
globally, and critical in ensuring that successive generations of Singaporeans 
and tourists will be able to enjoy this unique phenomenon.  

Yours sincerely, 

Cherie Lim-Tseng 
Director, The Birthday Collective 
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5 January 2019 

National Heritage Board 
61 Stamford Road 
#03-08 Stamford Court 
Singapore 178892 

Attn:  Ms Felicia Toh 
Assistant Manager, Heritage Research and Assessment 

Dear Felicia, 

Eat Shop Play promotes the labour of love at Hawker Centres and encourage social movements.  We 
provide a digital platform to give all hawkers in Singapore a digital presence, to find our favorite 
hawker food and to promote Singapore hawker culture.  It has a website, a mobile APP and on social 
media. We also organise events and activities within the hawker centres. This project was initiated 
by our team in Crystal Horizon Pte Ltd who have been organizing events and activities in various 
neighborhoods in Singapore since 2009. The Eat Shop Play APP provides a comprehensive list of all 
111 hawker centres, incorporating 6300 hawker stalls on this island. The website will lead you to 
explore different hawker centres and listen their amazing stories bring life to what is uniquely 
Singapore. 

Over the years, we have been working closely with the retailers and hawkers to bring vibrancy to the 
neighborhood and we are always been touched by the community spirit of this group of people. 
There is an abundance of “Gotong Royong” which is associated with Singapore’s past.  Some of the 
hawkers go to great lengths to provide home cooked food to many individuals and families whom 
they have come to know over the years. They prepare the food with their hearts and love. It is 
conceivable that most of these stories have inadvertently been missed by the media and other 
groups. 

For the past one year, we have met and spoken to thousands of our hawkers. They shared with us 
their stories and every story is different.  We have seen the transformation of the hawker trade over 
the past 60 years and we also discovered the important roles of our hawkers during our nation 
building.   

Hawker culture is not just about types of food, tastes of food, it includes the people who make all 
this happen.  We have decided to ride on digital platforms to capture all these valuable insights and 
experiences to promote our hawker culture.  We want to past it down from generation to 
generation. 

Crystal Horizon (Eat Shop Play) 1
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We have initiated to celebrate the ”Hawker’s Day” every year with all our hawkers on the last Friday 
of March. We want to appreciate the hard work that hawkers have put into their food and recognize 
their contribution to the society.   

We are very glad to see our government treasures this unique gem in our heartlands by nominating 
our Hawker Culture to be put forward to UNESCO for Heritage listing.  We thank you for your effort 
on this nomination and wish you every success. 

Regards, 

Tan Puay Hoon and Nicole Lim 
Team leaders of Eat Shop Play 
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CONSENT AND SUPPORT FOR THE  

NOMINATION OF HAWKER CULTURE OF SINGAPORE 

Name and Title of Representative: Quentin Pereira 

Name of Organisation: Quentin’s F&B (S) (Pte.) Ltd. 

Address of Organisation: 139 Ceylon Road  

Date: 23 October 2018 

On behalf of our organisation, we indicate our free, prior and informed consent and 

support to the nomination of “Hawker Culture of Singapore” to UNESCO’s 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Our organisation considers Hawker Culture to be an important intangible cultural 

heritage that resonates with the people of Singapore, and reflects the daily lives and 

multicultural identity of Singapore.    

We consider it important to safeguard this intangible cultural heritage, and hope 

that it will receive recognition on the UNESCO Representative List. 
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4 January 2019 

Ya Kun International  

237 Alexandra Road 

#03-09 

Singapore 159929 

Singapore  

www.yakun.com  

To Whom it may concern: 

Dear Sir/Madam,  

This year, Ya Kun Kaya Toast Coffee stall will celebrate our 75th Anniversary and an integral 

part of our journey is our origin. Our founder, and my grandfather, Mr Loi Ah Koon started his 

very first coffee stall in a hawker center in Telok Ayer Basin in 1944. His humble store sold 

Robusta coffee, soft-boiled eggs and kaya toast, kaya being a coconut jam that is very 

popular in South East Asia. Today, Ya Kun Kaya Toast is in 9 countries with over 120 stores.  

Through the years, 2 things have not changed – Our menu and our culture. Our menu, 

whether in Singapore, Indonesia, Hong Kong or any outlet in the world still promotes our core 

products of coffee, eggs and kaya toast. This is because we believe in the rich heritage and 

narrative of our business which had its humble origins.  

Maintaining the culture and essence of the original hawker culture in our modernized business 

model today has been trickier but a much-needed exercise. A coffeeshop, much like a 

hawker center, has to be welcoming, accessible and inclusive. As a brand, we have studied 

the hawker culture closely and extracted elements of the culture to be implemented at our 

stores to provide our customers with the fragrance and reminisce of our hawker culture.    

The reason why I had to share about the history of my business is because Ya Kun was built on 

one stall branching out from the hawker center, taking its limited menu and building itself into 

a regional brand. While our menu is limited, our seating capacity is small and our community 

engagement is limited, our hawker centers are just the opposite! With a menu offering that 

caters to the various cultures and cravings of customers and a large seating capacity, 

hawker centers are the epicenters of each neighbourhood. The essence of community and 

inclusivity is very much present when customers chat while waiting in line or gather beverage 
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options so that one representative trudges to the drink stall, only to return with a tray of 5 

different kinds of drinks.  

As a business, we have always strived to attain to the level of community and unity that the 

hawker culture possessed. That is why as a business owner, youth, citizen and someone who 

feels deeply about safeguarding our hawker culture and way of life, I support the nomination 

of the ‘Hawker Culture of Singapore’ to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage.  

Sincerely, 

Jesher Loi 

Director, Branding and Market Development  

Ya Kun International  

Ya Kun International 14
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13 December 2018 

On behalf of The Culinary Institute of America (CIA), I am writing to wholeheartedly 

support the nomination of Hawker Culture in Singapore to the UNESCO 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Our support for this listing is 

consistent with the core values of the CIA, and we strongly believe in the importance 

of safeguarding the cultural heritage of this rich and diverse region now and forever. 

The CIA has long been a champion of promoting traditional foodways. As the world’s 

premier culinary college, it is incumbent upon us to reflect, research, and document 

the past so we can better prepare for the future. To that end, we hosted our first 

Worlds of Flavor Conference & Festival in 1993 for food and beverage professionals, 

thought leaders, and world cuisine experts at our Greystone campus in the Napa 

Valley. Having recently celebrated its 25th anniversary, Worlds of Flavor has been the 

food industry’s hallmark leadership event for the sharing of cultures, ingredients, food 

and beverage knowledge, and ideas.  

In addition, the curricula for the CIA’s degree programs provide hands-on classes in 

traditional global cuisines focusing on the Cuisines of Asia, Cuisines of Europe and 

the Mediterranean, and Cuisines of the Americas. Students pursuing a baccalaureate 

degree are required to take subjects in the History and Cultures of Asia, History and 

Cultures of Europe, and the History and Cultures of the Americas.  

The CIA also offers baccalaureate students the opportunity to concentrate on a field of 

global studies which includes a “semester away” focusing on the study of a specific 

culture and cuisine. During these concentrations, students can choose to travel to the 

CIA’s campuses in California and Texas; to Puglia, Italy; to Singapore; or, in the near 

future, to Barcelona, Spain to study traditional foodways. 

The college introduced its first international campus here in Singapore in 2010. The 

choice of location was motivated by the fact that Singapore truly reflects the 

crossroads of Asian and Western culture. The country is rich in amazing food 

heritage, and that’s fully reflected in the Hawker Culture. The types of foods available 

in the hawker centers is the foundation of the multi-cultural make-up of the people of 

Singapore. Under one roof the iconic dishes representing each race and religious 

affiliation of the people of Singapore is consumed and celebrated. From the Malay 

community, for example, mee goreng, nasi goreng, nasi lemak, ayam penyet, ayam 

masak merah, pitu piring can be found. The Chinese community prepare chicken rice, 

wonton mee, bak ku teh, zhi char stall, rojak, black pepper, salted egg and chili crab. 

The Indian communities’ contribution of roti prata, dosai, exquisite vegetarian cuisine 

cannot be overlooked. Of course, the western influence of beef chop, pepper plate, 

hamburger adds to the tapestry of what we know of as Singaporean food. Young 
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children are brought up intermingling with people of so many races and ages through 

the rich platform of the hawker center. The hawker is the backbone that builds 

community in Singapore. The CIA saw this area as an opportunity to research and 

codify the heritage foods of Singapore as well as provide the CIA students with a 

deep understanding of hawker food and culture both historically as well as 

experientially. With this knowledge, the hawker culture will live on as the students 

and alumni understand through research the cultural significance of the hawker 

center. It is all too easy to take the cultural contribution of foodways for granted. Only 

through conscious study and research will a young person understand the importance 

of culture to community building. The role of the academy is to provide the 

opportunity to the young to be in touch with their culture and heritage.  

Within the CIA curriculum, the students are introduced to the ingredients, iconic 

dishes and intangible contributions of hawker culture to community building in 

Singapore. For example, in multiple assignments across the curriculum, students 

through project-based learning, choose a dish that is reflective of their heritage. They 

must research the ingredients that comprise the dish, identify if the ingredients are 

indigenous to Singapore and if not where they came from, how they got here, who 

brought the ingredient, why they were coming to Singapore, what the cooking method 

is, expand on the cultural significance of the dish, prepare the traditional dish and 

consider ways of innovating the dish while maintaining the commitment to tradition. 

In conclusion, the students must present the traditional dish and a sampling of the 

innovated dish to their classmates and faculty through a poster and presentation 

format.  

Because of these numerous assignments, students are taking ownership of their food 

heritage Several alumni have opened stalls in hawker centers and are influencing their 

family’s food businesses. For example, Raphael Sim (Culinary Award winner for 

2015) and Gladwyn Yap have opened Plum Rice in Bedok Center Food Court and 

Abigail Wong has opened a stall in the hawker center in Bishan. Mohamad Ariff Bin 

Mohamad Zin, upon graduation, has joined and made significant contributions to his 

parent’s Malay restaurant, Rumah Makan Minang Restaurant. 

A UNESCO listing, along with partnerships with universities that share these core 

values, are vital to ensuring that this foundation of culture and heritage can be 

safeguarded for future generations. It also provides a valuable framework for 

understanding, growth, and innovation. 

The Hawker Culture in Singapore is too precious and it is necessary to safeguard it. 

We enthusiastically support its nomination to the UNESCO Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Sincerely, 

Eve Felder, CEC, CHE 

Managing Director 

The Culinary Institute of America, Singapore 

Culinary Institute of America, Singapore 9
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Letter of Consent 

[04 Feb 2019] 

Background 

At Hwa Chong Institution, students were recently asked to reflect on what hawker centres mean to 

them and their families.  With much focus on technological advancements, the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution and what the future holds for students today, this was a timely opportunity for them to 

pause and savour an aspect of local culture that many Singaporeans hold so close to their hearts but 

also often take for granted. 

These quick sketches and writings reflect the intuitive and diverse feelings our students have of 

hawker culture in Singapore. 

Consent 

We were informed of and support/consent to the nomination of hawker culture for the UNESCO’s 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

Signed by: 

Siew Wenjie Daniel 

Senior Consultant / Student Development 

Hwa Chong Institution 

Hwa Chong Institution 13



Dear UNESCO, 

You can judge what really matters to you by what you miss the most when it’s not there. 

Ask most Singaporeans what they miss when they go abroad. They’re not likely to tell you they 

miss the heat, or the humidity - definitely not. 

But, I know that without a doubt, they’ll say, “we really, really miss our food.” 

Singaporeans really, really love their food. I mean, this could apply to many other cultures in the 

world. The key, however, is in ‘our food’, because our food cannot be found just anywhere else in 

the world. Our food can be directly translated to hawker food. And I’d argue that it represents us 

in more ways than one. 

Claiming that food is able to capture the essence of a culture is intellectually, hard to defend; 

but also intuitively hard to deny. Whenever we mention a cosmopolitan city, there’s undoubtedly 

the image of a multiracial, globalised, international city. But many, many cities are 

cosmopolitan: and they’re all characterised in varying ways. Hawker culture is just Singapore’s 

intangible, yet very palpable (and palatable!) way of evidencing Singapore’s cosmopolitan 

aspect. 

Hawker food is not just fusion food. It is the influence of many different cultures, with people of 

different races and religion coming together, coming up with new interpretations of old dishes 

or new dishes altogether. Hawker centres are testimonies to a melting pot of cultures. For if 

culture is an unspoken mutual understanding, then, you see a lot of it in hawker centres. It’s the 

overused example of the tissue packet put on a random seat - to anyone visiting Singapore for 

the first time, it might not make sense; but ask any Singaporean and they will tell you to look for 

another seat. It’s how we don’t mind waiting in the middle of snaking queues for minutes on end 

for a plate of char kway teow. It’s how we adamantly defend our favourite dish, and more often 

than not, refuse to settle for anything less. 

Maybe you can find fusion food anywhere. But rarely anywhere else is it a norm to find all of that 

in one place. 
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More often than not, a meal is a unifying experience. Hawker culture presents a unique 

experience because tables are so cramped and packed, that more often than not, tables have to 

be shared. So, its not uncommon to see people from different walks of life sitting together at a 

round table - if the food itself is not testimony enough, then hawker centres also have the 

intrinsic propensity of bringing people even closer together. There are no waiters, tablecloths, 

air-conditioning, nor backed chairs, but the food itself is enough to keep everyone coming back 

day after day.  

When my family goes overseas, we bring kaya to our relatives who stay abroad because it 

reminds them of breakfasts next to the drink stall where the coffeeshop uncle pulls the teh tarik 

to give it its signature froth. The hawker centre is alive, even as the sun barely touches the sky.  

Every Wednesday after school, I used to order the same plate of chicken rice with extra chili - 

and I only had to look at the uncle and smile before he’d start chopping the roast chicken. 

At night, even when the streets are quiet out (though Singapore streets rarely are), there are 

uncles that sit at the tables, chortling until it’s early morning. By then, it’s early enough for the 

hawkers to start preparing for the day. 

From day to night, it brings different people together - an undeniable part of the narrative that 

constructs our heritage. 

I feel that hawker culture attests to a huge part of our cultural heritage, a rojak of cultures, a 

culture that is as staple as rice and noodles are to us. And I believe there’s something there 

worth preserving. 

By: Amanda Woo (18S60) 
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Letter of Consent 

18 Feb 2019 

Teachers and students of Junyuan Secondary School were introduced to the Singapore’s 

application to UNESCO to include the Hawker Center in Singapore as part of the Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity. As such, they were encouraged to send in little write ups of their 

perspectives of Hawker Centers and what it meant to them.  

Students and teachers submitted their entries through email as well as hardcopy format to 

be collated and submitted. They were highly supportive of the nomination to include such an 

important aspect of Singaporean life to be included and shared with our international friends 

We were informed of and support/consent to the nomination of hawker culture for the 

UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

Signed by: 

Lim Chien Chee, John 
HOD Character and Citizenship Education 
Junyuan Secondary School  

JUNYUAN SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Champions for the Community 

11 Tampines Street 84, Singapore 528933 

     : 65873683 : 65873682 @: Junyuan_ss@moe.edu.sg        : http://junyuansec.moe.edu.sg/ 

Nurturing and Empowering Every Junyuan Champ to Lead, to Serve and to Excel 
Developing Innovation, Excellence, Respect, Responsibility, Resilience 

: https://www.facebook.com/junyuan.secondary/ 

: https://www.instagram.com/jyssnewsroom/ 
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I love hawker fare! 

For the constant buzz in the atmosphere… the coffee that starbucks cannot recreate… 
And the freedom to buy as many dishes as I like (for sharing, of course!) because it is so affordable! 
One of my favourite memories is having Sunday breakfasts with my late father, at the wet market 
hawker centre near my house. Recently, when one of our go-to breakfast stall decided to close for 
good, I shed a tear and felt a part of my memory being deleted away. Where else can I get roti prata, 
mee soto, black carrot cake, homemade soy bean milk and kopi siew dai, all at the same time?  

Ms Ng Sui Lin, Teacher, Junyuan Secondary School 

If Singapore is known as a food paradise, then surely our Hawker Centres are the heartbeat of our 
gastronomical nation. Humble and unassuming, Hawker Centres form the iconic places that every 
born and bred Singaporean can relate to; an irreplaceable icon of our local food landscape. Hawker 
Centres provide the fabric that holds the unique and splendid culinary cultures of Singapore 
together, sometimes an almost indescribable melting pot of delectable dishes. A feast for the eyes 
and a treat for our stomachs. A certain surprise await at every turn in a Hawker Centre, aroma of 
spices, of wok hei, snaking queues – a familiar sight among the heartlanders here in Singapore. So 
truly, hawker centres had held generations of Singaporeans together and continues to bind our 
hearts together. A nation that eats together, stays together. The Hawker Centre, a humble and 
quintessential building block of our nation.  

Mr Lim Kwang Shen, Subject Head, Junyuan Secondary School 

Being from the generation which grew up in humble conditions, with more needs then wants, the 
Hawker Center represents both a luxury and a necessity. On one hand, it is a place we go to when 
we were feeling a little compelled to have a nice little treat for the week. Times when our family 
wanted a spread to enjoy, or where we can try out new dishes which are cooked in a different way 
from our regular home cooked meals. Where individual stalls represented a level of mastery in the 
dish which cannot be replicated at home. Growing up, this little treat became a necessity where we 
looked to places where we can be fed at a reasonable price as we entered into the working world. A 
place we can go to in this fast paced country, where time is exchanged with convenience. Memories 
of Hawker Centers remained etched in my head with long queues ending at more established stalls 
and a sense of excitement as we explored from stall to stall. Many of our friends from overseas have 
remarked at the affordable rates as well as choices that our hawker centers offers. As such, stories 
of our culture have spread far and beyond and many tour companies have even listed it as a 
experiential programme for tourists coming to Singapore for the first time. I grew up with hawker 
centers, lived my life through hawker centers and most probably eat at hawker centers in my old 
age. It is a Singaporean experience.  

Mr Lim Chien Chee, John, HOD CCE, Junyuan Secondary School 

Students from Junyuan Secondary School 

Ivan’s Ho (3E3) 
The Singapore Hawker Centre is part of the local culture and heritage that should be conserved to 
remind the future generation that Singapore did not start off this peaceful and harmonious. During 
the early years of Singapore, many were still war torn from World War II and the surrounding air still 
had this sense of agony and grief from the people. The different races were still not as comfortable 
with each other and at times, there would be tension between certain races. Singapore came a long 
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and tough journey to piece this ever so delicate puzzle we all now call home. The Singapore Hawker 
is just one small part of a greater history Singapore has to offer but it should not be compromised 
from its place in the UNESCO representative list of intangible cultural heritage. 

Nurin Insyirah (3E3) 
Hawker center is a place where people regardless of different races, religions and background come 
together to dine. It is part of our life and our memories. It doesn't sell a certain race food but it sells 
various foods from different cultures where people from other races can buy and enjoy as well. It 
also create a sense of belonging among the community. It being an UNESCO site shows the 
importance and cultural background it has and I believe it has the characteristics to be an UNESCO 
heritage site. Hawker center may not appear to be grand or luxurious, however it is unique and 
important to each of us. As Singaporeans, hawker center is place that we all definitely have been to 
at least once in our life probably going there with your family, relatives or friends. It creates a special 
feeling that we would want to visit there again. 

Aaron Lee (3E1)  
Hawker Centre is where most Singaporeans dine at, young and old, it is just like our community 
dining room. Singaporean of all walks of life can bond over a share love for food here and it is where 
our relationships gets closer here. Hawker Centre makes us feel a sense of belonging regardless if we 
are a stall owner or a diner. It is part of us where it includes local food and multicultural heritage 
which allows us to taste food from different culture. Hawker Centre is a unique aspect of Singapore 
culture which we Singaporean should treasure. Without it, there would not be that much of social 
interactions and community bonding. We would not also had tasted the delicious local foods. 
Hawker Centre is the best cure for homesickness and a way of life we should embrace. Hence, we 
should treasure what is given to us and nominate it. 

Patrick Lim (3E3)  
It demonstrates the diversity of world heritage and ensure its protection. The cultural institution and 
unique part of the country's heritage and identity, the hawker centre. Thus, I support the hawker 
centre for the nomination for the UNESCO. 
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12 February 2019 

Letter of Consent 

Student Representatives from Community Engagement Council, Foo Jia Yi and Foo Ming Zhou shared 

with their peers and teachers about the nomination of Singapore’s hawker culture for the UNESCO’s 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity during an assembly session. Teachers 

and students from various classes and CCA groups expressed their support through letters and 

drawings for this nomination.  

We are in support for the nomination of Singapore’s hawker culture for the UNESCO’s Representative 

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity and give permission for the drawings and letters to be 

used as part of the submission. 

Signed by: 

Tan Khang Guan 

Subject Head (Nation Education & Values in Action) 

Jurong Pioneer Junior College 
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Some guiding questions are as follows:

• What do students appreciate about hawker centres?

• What fond memories do they have of hawker centres?

• How is hawker culture a way of life for Singaporeans?

• How are hawker centres a reflection of Singapore’s multicultural society?
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Hawker centres are vibrant places reflecting Singapore’s unique culture and way of life. A common space 
for anybody regardless of race, religion, dialect group, age and class. The seating arrangement in hawker 
centres is in clusters to create opportunities for interaction and bonding among family, friends, 
neighbours and even strangers through food. It is a one-stop place where people can enjoy different 
cuisines. 

Hawker stall holders spend long hours to prepare quality food sold at cheap prices. The hawker stalls are 
often managed by different generations and the recipes are passed down from one generation to 
another. Some hawker stalls are awarded Michelin-star awards for their delicious food. 

Each hawker centre is built beside the wet market to serve the needs of the residents and this centre is 
usually crowded with long queues especially at mealtimes and one will get to smell delicious food from 
morning to night.

Ms Alice Seah
Jurong Pioneer Junior College 
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Singapore’s hawker culture is something that permeates through our multi-racial society. It is a culture 
that all Singaporeans can relate to, regardless of their race, language, religion or even class. There will 
definitely be a hawker stall that we love and look forward to visiting whenever we are overseas for a long 
period of time. It is something touching and significant to all Singaporeans from different walks of life. 

Hawker centres are also often platforms for lasting friendships and bonds to be forged. We have aunties 
and housewives gathering in the morning for their chit chats, the working population lunching in the 
afternoon, students enjoying their meals in the evening after their co curricular activities. 

Indeed,  hawker centres and the hawker culture have subconsciously become part of our lifestyle in one 
way or another. Hence, in view of how important it is, I would like to provide unwavering support for it to 
be recognised as part of our national heritage.

Goh Miao Guang
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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As a Singaporean who grows up in the neighbourhoods, hawker centres have always been part of my life 
since young. I have fond memories about the hawkers, the hawker food; the smell of nice food and noise 
engulf me when I go to one. A place so full of life, always bustling and vibrant, filled with energy. Looking 
back, one of my childhood dreams was to be a hawker, selling healthy and delicious comfort food – I 
wanted to sell tasty Cantonese porridge (> ~<)! 

To me, hawker centres play a very essential/critical role in our modern multicultural Singapore. 

They are a very special platform, a common space that allow community bonding and sharing among 
people with different and vast backgrounds. It gives Singaporeans access to a wide variety of food 
cooked by different ethnicity groups, dialect groups and even different nationalities; facilitating exchange 
of food culture, heritage and tradition. Not to mention that it allows people from the lower income 
families access to good food at affordable prices. 

Hawkers face numerous challenges in the 21st century; from difficult working conditions, rising cost of 
living, declining number of hawkers, changing taste and preferences, etc. The hawker trade evolves and 
it is still a survivor till this date even with stiff competitions from restaurants, Kopitiams, Food courts, 
etc. Therefore while we consume the great food hawkers offer, it would only be right for us to appreciate 
what the hawker culture does for us – to bring us not just the food, but the culture, heritage and 
tradition behind it. We need this continuation of culture, heritage and tradition. Singapore Hawker 
Culture should be recognised, represented and sustained for the future generations.

Lee Yoke Cum, Lynsey
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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IT’S SIMPLE MATH !!!

One Popiah

@Hawker Centre SGD 2

@Atas Restaurant SGD 7

One set per pax Steamboat

@Hawker Centre SGD 14

@Atas Restaurant SGD 50

Price Differential ratio 2:7

Additionally,

1. Most hawkers put in lots of effort in preparing good food.

The food is hand-made and it requires a lot of experience

and time.

2. Hawker centres are gathering places for me and my

friends.

3. They are a part of our identity and close to the hearts of

all Singaporeans.

4. Hawker centres have food for all races. People from

different races and cultures sit together to enjoy the food.

Math Department 

Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Ms Isa
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Hawker centres have become a second home 
for most Singaporeans. Much like 
Mcdonalds’, we spend a lot of time at hawker 
centres, enjoying delicious cuisines with 
friends and families. As such, the hawker 
centres in Singapore have become part of 
Singapore’s heritage, playing an integral part 
in forging bonds among people and creating 
opportunities for greater social cohesion. To 
continue to boost this culture of bonding 
through food, I feel that it is important to 
preserve the hawker culture. 

I’m in love with the hawker culture! There 
are the familiar faces of our neighbours 
whom we call using local endearing terms 
like  “Aunties” and “Uncles”, the national 
“Sport” of “Chope-ing” seats with items like 
tissue packets, as well as the delicious 
dishes, many of which are fusions of other 
cuisines refined to suit the local 
Singaporean taste. Thank you, Hawker 
centres, for being a place we can truly feel 
at home!

I love the variety of dishes we have at the 
hawker centre, especially the prata and milo 
dinosaur. Hope the hawker culture will 
continue so that there will always be good 
food to enjoy. 

I’m thankful for the diverse food choices 
available at hawker centres. In fact, we are 
spoilt for choice. We need to retain this 
culture as they provide authentic dishes 
and are able to cater to various, and 
sometimes even demanding requests! 

Student Grace, Madeline, Janani & Ray
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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“Hawker centres are open-air complexes where Singaporeans can purchase and consume food. Most 
Singaporeans frequent hawker centres as delicious and affordable food is sold there. The wide array of 
cuisines from all races and countries available is a true reflection of Singapore’s multicultural society. 
Singaporeans can enjoy food from different cultures other than their own. There are many hawker 
centres located around Singapore and most of them are located near residential estates, making it 
convenient for Singaporeans to have their food immediately or as takeaways. Personally, my family and I 
often visit the hawker centres near our home due to the cheap and good food sold. We really enjoy the 
time spent and have many fond memories there.” 

Student Gladys Ang
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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“I really enjoy the fact that there are many 
different dishes. I love almost all the food 
,from chicken rice to prata. I hope this 
culture will not die out and we will continue 
to appreciate it! Hawker centre food for the 
win!”

Student Syaza, 
Jurong Pioneer Junior College

“I love the fact that we can get cheap and tasty meals 
at hawker centres! My favourite  dishes are kway
teow, goreng combo and the peng! They are simply 
delicious! I will not trade hawker culture for anything 
else!” 

Student Ruqaiyan
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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CCA PlayART
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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CCA PlayART
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Students Suban, Farah & Diyanah
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Student Darren Chan Wei Xi
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Students Chuah JuneLynn, Tan Ker Wyn and Siobhan
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Class 18S01
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Student Athiran Clarisse
Jurong Pioneer Junior College

Students Yi Ting & Chermaine
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Students YiLin & Rachel
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Students Xu Jing & Venus
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Other Students’ artwork
Jurong Pioneer Junior College
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Dear Evaluation Committee, 

Subject: Nomination of Hawker Culture – UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity 

Pei Chun Public School strongly pledge our support for the nomination of “Hawker Culture of Singapore”. 
Pei Chun Public School is a school with rich heritage, established in 1933, it started as a Chinese-medium 
school by a group of Hainanese merchants who wanted to provide education for the children of the 
Chinese working class. The first school building was a shop house along Tanglin Road. The school moved 
to Orchard Road in 1935. Due to outbreak of World War II, the school stopped functioning in 1941 and 
only restarted its operations in an old bungalow at Anderson Road in 1946. The school moved to Balmoral 
Road in 1947 and became a Government-aided school in 1956. In 1970, the school started its operations 
at Toa Payoh Lorong 6. 

During the pre-war era, the founders had the vision of providing quality holistic education for future 
generations. With its unique Chinese culture and rich tradition as a Chinese-medium school in its early 
days, the school was accorded the Special Assistance Plan (SAP) status in 1990 where the school prides 
itself in developing effectively bilingual students who are inculcated with traditional Chinese values, 
through holistic education. Such conviction remains unchanged over the past 85 years and it continues to 
deepen as the school forges ahead with greater emphasis on character building, collaboration, innovative 
thinking and 21st century skillsets. 

Pei Chun Public School is the only 
school in Singapore bearing the word 
“Public”, the school name clearly 
signifies the intent of its founders – a 
school started by the community for 
the community. Today, the school 
continues to serve the community in 
Toa Payoh and beyond. On the other 
hand, the community provides many 
learning platforms and opportunities 
for our young learners to explore and 
experience authentic learning 
activities. In most recent past 
activities, the food from the hawkers 
around Toa Payoh are experiential 

learning platforms for our students and staff. In 2015, the school staff explored the Toa Payoh community 
and embarked on a food trail. The project entitled, “Our Story – In the Lorongs of Toa Payoh” includes a 
book publication, an app for the food trail in Toa Payoh and transportation card (i.e. EZ-link card) (Please 
see picture insert for the artefacts). The book featured recipes of many popular local dishes and food sold 
by many hawkers in Toa Poyah. Many of our students stay in the Toa Payoh community and we want to 
be able to capture their memories from the myriad of tastes found in our local hawker dishes.  
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While food binds people together, the way of life around the food creates the culture. As the city-state 
Singapore modernises, the convenience of and love for hawker food are not replaced. The hawker centres 
do not only provide food to satisfy physical and biological needs, they have become phenomenon spaces 
where people engage and connect. In addition, it is a snapshot of our multi-racial and multi-cultural 
society where food from different cultures and races are made available to all. Behind each dish served 
at the hawker centres, there is a story untold.  

Nested in Toa Payoh, a hawker food haven, it presents itself a very enriching and authentic learning 
opportunity for our students to understand the people and the stories behind the dishes. We leverage on 
the opportunity to have our students to interview and capture stories from the hawkers in Toa Payoh 
Lorong 7. This is one of the many inter-schools collaboration activities with First Toa Payoh Primary School. 
The collaborative project had an exhibition at the Toa Payoh Public Library (Please see picture insert). 
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The project was titled, “Fond Memories of Toa Payoh”, which saw the collaboration of both schools’ 
Applied Learning Programme and Lifelong 
Learning Programme. In this project, the 
students of both schools came together to 
learn new skills such as interview protocols; 
photography; videography, story-boarding, 
video-editing and presentation. What made 
the experience enriching was the opportunity 
to get up close and personal with the hawkers 
and to satisfy their curiosity on the story 
behind the food. Their interviews could be 
viewed using the QR code 
provided here.  

Preserving the Singapore Hawker Culture is quintessential. What defines a culture include what people 
eat – food is well-marinated with history, climate, identity and social values. By preserving the Singapore 
Hawker Culture, the future generations of Singapore and many more people around the world will 
recognise the value and importance of Hawker Culture. Just like the hawkers who inherited the skills and 
love for the hawker dishes from generations before, we hope that the Hawker Culture continues to be 
transmitted from one generation to the next. 
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Letter of Consent 

18 February 2019 

During the lesson, students were briefed about UNESCO and Singapore’s bid for hawker culture to 

be placed on the UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. A short 

discussion was held to present possible information to include. The writing of the letter was done 

independently at home.  

We were informed of and support/consent to the nomination of hawker culture for the UNESCO’s 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

Signed by: 

Renee Yuanna Sulaiman  

Punggol Green Primary School 
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Show your love & appreciation for Singapore Hawker Culture! 

 What do you appreciate about hawker centres?

 What fond memories do you have of hawker centres?

 How is hawker culture a way of life for Singaporeans?

 How are hawker centres a reflection of Singapore’s multicultural society?

Please share your reflections (through words or sketches). 
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Letter of Consent

8 February 2019

For the short paragraphs on hawker culture, students were tasked to write a descriptive paragraph about the hawker 
culture in Singapore which involved their 5 senses. It was supposed to be a thematic approach to get the students 
started on descriptive writing.

As for the poems, the students were on a journey of exploring creating their own work based on Singapore culture and 
heritage.

The art pieces were specially focused on the hawker culture especially since 2018 there were a lot of talks and 
discussions about the future of our local hawker heritage. 

We were informed of and support/consent to the nomination of hawker culture for the UNESCO’s Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

Signed by: 

Mr Landy Chin

Riverside Secondary School

Friday, 8 February 2019 12:20 PM

Quick Notes Page 1
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Poem 1 
'Hawker Centre' by Kristen Teo, Class 2/5 

You can See 
people looking for a place to chope 
vendors preparing for the hungry lot 
cleaners cleaning up the mess others made 
birds on tables, over food they fought. 

You can Hear 
gossip amongst close friends 
choppers delivering loud blows to meat 
plates and bowls just clinking around 
fried bananas sizzling from oil's heat. 

You can Smell 
roti prata straight from the pan 
a hint of coins and cash 
coconut milk rice steaming around the corner 
leftovers from the trash. 

You can Taste 
springy, sauce-soaked egg noodles 
curry rich in spice 
the sliced fish in your porridge 
fruit juice accompanied with ice. 

You can Feel 
the breeze from the ceiling fans 
the hard plastic from your chair 
the appreciation for hawker centres 
as around the world, they are rare. 

Poem 2 
'Hawker Nostalgia' by Ngu Yi Xuan, Class 
2/5 

The familiar smell 
of oil and chicken, 
the familiar sounds 
of the wok in the kitchen, 
the savoury taste of fragrant rice 
tissue packets laid side by side. 

The hot afternoon with no air-conditioning 
paired with steaming soup from the stalls 
Wiping sweat from my face 
Delicious sauce with satay 

Hawker centres, 
they have all my favourites 
A Singapore trademark, 
not to be forgotten. 

Poem 3 
'A Hawker Centre', by Muhammad Dani 
Mirza, Class 2/5 

It's a heavenly place where, 
all food lovers unite. 
Some may eat there, 
while some will tabao and eat at night. 

Stomachs growling like a lion, 
while waiting in line. 
But as long as we get our food, 
it will all be fine. 

The aroma of local food, 
like prata and chicken rice. 
Hovering like a fog in a city, 
oh it smells so nice! 

It doesn't cost too much 
for a decent portion 
but it's hard to decide what to eat 
there are just so many options! 

When you see a tissue packet on a table, 
please just keep in mind, 
that the seat is choped! 
So don't steal it, and just be kind. 
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Write up for Singapore’s hawker bid in UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Jane (4/2) 

The smell is indescribable, drool starts to form in one’s mouth as hunger strikes in. the wide 

variety of choices is driving them crazy as if it is imploring them to choose between life and 

death. The smell of the coconut and the familiar smell of spices linger in the air mixed with 

the smell of freshly cooked chicken and curry. While they look on in joy, children imitate the 

flipping action made by the Indian man selling roti prata. Shouts of drinks orders ring through 

the hawker centre.  

Have you ever wonder if it is a dream or a nightmare? 

Droopy eyes coming from the owners who are awake from the morning preparing the 

ingredients to ease one’s tummy.  

Smile of the customers bring to them the satisfaction of hard work. 

A place to go – hawker centre. A little country in Asia – brings people from all walks of life 

together.  

This is Singapore. 
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Choy Xuan (4/2) 

I have always enjoyed having my meals in hawker centres as they offer a variety of food 

choices and give me a chance to bond and interact with my family. Although the hawker 

centre is warm and humid, like our weather, and filled with many people from all walks of life, 

this is an accurate representation of Singapore. My family members play an important role in 

this bustling place – to take turns to ‘chope’ seats at the scarce tables that are available to 

joining snaking lines for bak chor mee, sambal stingray or even refreshing sugarcane drinks!  
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Abiramee (4/3A) 

When I visit the hawker centre with my family or friends, we are basked in the warm 

atmosphere that is the cornucopia of gastronomical pleasures. If we are desperate to get 

food, we would use the ubiquitous tissue packet to reserve seats while we join in the long 

snaking queues to buy our food. The stall owners put in much love in the preparation of food 

– evident through their taste and it is garnished with the kind and friendly conversations that

accompany the food. The way this amazing place seems to work seamlessly like a well-oiled

machine never fails to amaze me.
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The Hawker Culture in Singapore represents the multi-ethnic, multi-racial identity that 

Singapore has come to be known for. Hawker centres provide a platform for 

Singaporeans from all walks of life, regardless of race, language or religion to come 

to a common place to dine and forge long-lasting relationships with one another.  

My family often visits the hawker centre on Bedok South Road. This hawker centre 

was particularly memorable for my father as it has been around during his childhood 

years. Even now, my parents would buy long tong from a particular Malay store every 

Chinese New Year as part of our family tradition to hold family gatherings on the first 

day of Chinese New Year. It is through such a platform that my parents have managed 

to forge friendships with the Malay aunties and even learnt some of their recipes and 

culture from their conversations.  

In conclusion, Singapore's Hawker Culture should be under the UNESCO's 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Hawker centres are representative 

of Singapore's history, with many of the hawker dishes originating from the food 

cultures of different immigrant groups who settled in Singapore. Over time, they have 

evolved to become the distinctive local dishes that we love and form an important part 

of our food heritage.  

Vernice Tan 

Temasek Junior College 
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Bedok South Hawker Centre, a hawker centre I am all too familiar 

with for the past 6 years of my Integrated Programme (IP) journey. This 

is because that particular hawker centre has really taken on a vital 

role in offering me with all kinds of food from black carrot 

cake to Hainanese Chicken Rice to Mala diligently for the past 6 

years! 

I remember vividly of me and my friends always having Mala Mondays 

after school! We would always run to the Mala stall so that we would 

be first in the queue for Mala and that we would not have to wait that 

long. Even after we have finished devouring Mala, we would just sit at 

the hawker centre and talk for 1 to 2 hours because the environment 

was really conducive for us to catch up with one another! I would also 

remember being greeted by the friendly aunties and uncles who are in 

charge of clearing the tables and we would often chat with them and 

ask them about their life. 

All in all, I am very grateful to be a Singaporean enjoying a wide 

selection of Singaporean cuisines from our unique hawker centres! 

Lam Qian Yi 

Temasek Junior College 
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4. Videos of Consent



Annex D1- Video of Consent from Hawkers 

Video of Consent – Nomination of “Hawker Culture in Singapore: Community Dining 
and Culinary Practices in a Multicultural Urban Context” 

The following Video of Consent is a joint production between the National Heritage Board 
(NHB), the National Environment Agency (NEA), and The Federation of Merchants’ 
Associations, Singapore (FMAS).  

The video features interviews with hawkers displaying their consent and support for the 
nomination of Hawker Culture in Singapore: Community Dining and Culinary Practices in a 
Multicultural Urban Context for the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity.  

The hawkers are part of three hawkers’ associations from Tekka Market & Food Centre, Haig 
Road Market & Food Centre and Clementi 448 Market & Food Centre. These hawkers’ 
associations are members of the Federation of Merchants’ Associations, Singapore (FMAS). 

The interviews focused on the hawkers’ involvement and dedication to the hawker practice, 
their plans to safeguard it for future generations, along with their reasons for supporting the 
nomination of the element.  

The video was filmed and edited by One Dash 22 Pte Ltd. 



This video of consent features 25 hawkers from three FMAS associated hawker centres 

lending their voices in support of the nomination. 

Some of the interviewees include: 

Ganesh Singh s/o Ragurat Singh, Hawker from Tekka Market & Food Centre 

Misni Waliti (Father) & Sha (Daughter), Hawkers from Haig Road Market & Food Centre 

Koh Cheng Sai (Husband) & Ong Soo Cheng (Wife), Hawkers from Clementi 448 Market & 
Food centre  



Annex D2- Video of Consent from Community Groups 

The following video of consent represents community groups concerned with hawker culture. 

It is a joint production by the People’s Association Youth Movement (PAYM) Central Youth 

Council, Teens Network (T-Net) Advisory Council, and students from various clubs and 

societies in the National University of Singapore (NUS), Nanyang Technological University 

(NTU) and Singapore Management University (SMU). The youths came together to express 

their support for the nomination, and to share on what hawker culture means to them. 
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