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National inventory of intangible cultural héritage - thé weaving ofAlsadu -
Knowledge, skills, traditions and practices

Number

07/003

Name of
élément

Thé weaving of
Al Sadu

Place and
environment

Central, eastem and
northem provinces

^-£^o/Z.

Elément détails

Al Sadu is a traditional woven textile
made by Bédouin women in Saudi
Arabia. Thèse women make use of
natural fibers found in their immédiate
enviromnent. Thèse could be woven from
sheep's wool and camels' or goats' hair.
and dyed with colors from natural
materials extracted fi-om thé husks, roots
and stems ofvarious plants: cactuses,
pomegranates, onions and more. Some
fibers are left in thé natural colors of thé

animal hair.

Al Sadu came into being because it was
vital for survival, providing warmth,
protection and thé fabric for household
items. Thewomenwove almost

everything for thé household: cushions,
storage bags, mgs, cords for tying up
livestock and parts for tents. AlSadu
started out ofpracticality and evolved
into a cultural practice.
Thé weaving ofwool or camel hair is
called al sadu, thé object itselfwhich is
used for thé netting is also called al sadu ,
thé word Al sadu means to lay threads
horizontally in thé loom.
Next, thé weaver begins a specialized
weaving method which ensures that thé
cloth wiiï withstand harsh weather. This
is achieved by pulling thé weft threads
tightly above and undemeath thewarp
threads. Thus, thé cloth begins to become
a tightly and closely woven textile which
is very strong and durable.
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