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IDENTIFICATION Traditional Craftsmanship,
Knowledge Concerning Nature and Universe.

NAME Sadu Weaving

SERIAL NUMBER 14 (see also 14.1, 14.2, 14.3)
DESCRIPTION Weaving craft practiced by

Bedouin women. Sadu is a kind of traditional hand- e
woven textile used to make furnishings, accessories, | Weaver on loom with Sadu items
and bayt al sha’ar.

CHARACTERISTICS

AlSadu is the traditional handicraft of Bedouin women. It was essentially a domestic
,utilitarian handicraft practiced to provide furnishings for the tent and personal containers.
Sadu weaving is a form of warp faced plain weave done by women on a ground loom (see
14.2).

Al Sadu weaving results in a wide range of items, from tent walls (bayt al sha’ar), to storage
bags, floor coverings, cushions, and other soft furnishings (see 14.3).

Al Sadu weaving is classified as a handicraft with practices related to traditional
craftsmanship. It also reflects and involves a great deal of creative artistic expression.

Al Sadu techniques and hand skills also fall under the domain of knowledge and practices
concerning nature and the universe as relates to the knowledge of natural dyes obtained from
desert plants.

Al Sadu designs also depict a lot of meaning and symbolism reflecting the natural desert
environment and the sentimental/artistic interpretation of the weaver.

The beauty of each woven item depends on the quality of the spinning and weaving and the
expertise of the weaver, the finer the yarn the more pronounced and delicate the structure and
design pattern of the woven piece (see 14.1).

Found in in the north, south, and west of Kuwait, where the desert tribes live. Concentrated in
areas such as Jahra Governant (al Nassim and Doha) , Ahmadi Governant (Fahaheel), and
Farwaniya Governant (Sabhan and Riga).
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PERSONS / COMMUNITIES / GROUPS

Al Sadu Weaving Cooperative Society — Sadu House, Gulf Road, Seif — 22432395 -
@saduhouse www.alsadu.org.kw

Mrs Bibi Al-Sabah — chairwoman of ASWCS - 99700006

Mr Ali Al Najadah —weaver and loom designer — 97868731 - @alialnajadah @expo965
Mrs Um Turki Al Dhefiri (by way of her son Turki)— sadu master weaver— Salmi cultural
village — 50687666

Mr Abu Abdulrahman — sadu weaver and instructor- 50000704

Mrs Masira al Enezi — sadu weaver and colorist — 97908218

Mrs Mutaira al Mosallam — sadu master weaver, instructor — 22432395

Mrs Zainab Al Ibrahim — sadu weaver, instructor — 99319997

Mrs Um Hmood (by way of Masira) — sadu master weaver — 97908218

Mrs Um Mohammad (by way of her daughter Eman and Anood Alkhamees) — sadu master
weaver — 94416669

Mrs Hussa Al Motawa — General Director of the Arts Education — Ministry of Education —
Kuwait City Main Building.

VIABILITY

The rapid transformation of the past sixty years has had a profound effect on many aspects of
the traditional Al Sadu handicraft as a domestic utilitarian activity.

For one, the Bedouin women today no longer attend to the hard and strenuous chores of the
past , nor live in woven tents , but live in the comfort of new homes where easy access to new
machine made goods and modern services has altered their living patterns.

Very few women of Bedouin origin have continued their traditional craft of weaving. The
few who weave today do so both for the home and for sale outside in the markets (physical
and online), and are adapting their products to new demands. Many concentrate now on
smaller items such as cushions, smali handbags, saddle bags and rungs. Some take
commissions to produce a specific rug in specific colors, design or size.

However, there is a revival, as seen in the public interest in workshops and classes both in
Sadu House and in private homes. In 2017, 40 weavers total took part of the beginners and
advanced classes (24 and 48 hour instruction hours respectively). These classes are open to
both men and women.
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CONSENT

Al Sadu Cooperative Weaving Society asked for the file to nominated in 2011, before Kuwait
was a State Party to the Convention. Since ratification in 2015, they have participated in ICH
-related workshops given by either UNESCO or ALECSO.

Mrs Bibi Al-Sabah — chairwoman of ASCWS — has worked on the nomination from 2017.
Mr Ali Al-Najadah — World Craft Council member, sadu weaver, loom maker, and instructor,
has worked on the nomination since 2017.

Mrs Zainab Al-Ibrahim and Mrs Masira Al-Enezi — both sadu weavers, were participants in
an ICH workshop and have been assisting this file since 2018.

Mrs Hussa Al-Mutawa, who oversaw implementing the Sadu curriculum in the art classes in
all of the 8% grades in 2018, was invaluable in providing all the necessary agreements to visit
schools. Consent for the participation of students was received prior to our visiting the
schools.

Mr Abu Abdulrahman, who many men referred to as their teacher, was helpful in giving a
male’s experience and perspective to privately weaving Al Sadu. He agreed to be included in
the file without citing his tribal name.

Mrs Um Turki al Dhefiri, Mrs Um Mohammad, Mrs Um Hmood, Mrs Mutaira al Musallam,
Mrs Wasma Al Mory all gave their consent as master weavers who are referenced and who
teach others either in written or video form to employees Farah Al Sabah, Alanood Al
Khamees, Fajer Al Haddad, Fatima Al Jassim and Sara Al Koot.

14. ADDED: 2017. Updated 2019 {to include 14.1, 14.2, 14.3)
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IDENTIFICATION Traditional Craftsmanship,

Knowledge Concerning Nature and Universe

NAME Cutting and Coloring Fleece < sall jray 3> :
SERIAL NUMBER 14.1 (under Sadu Weaving) e Ve =
DESCRIPTION Sadu-specific process from fleece to Cutting sheep hai; for sadu weaving.
colored varn.

CHARACTERISTICS

Sadu weavers use sheep’s wool, goat hair, camel hair, cotton and man-made fiber in their
weaving. First the fleece is cut off the animal, then washed, dyed, and spun into yarn.

The fleece is cut, washed and cleaned many times as required, and then is combed to make
strands. Then it is spun into yarn using the midhrab (spindle) in a counter clock-wise
direction.

Sheep’s wool is the most plentiful and popular to use. Camel hair is more valuable. Goat hair
long, strong and more difficult to spin. It is never dyed. The wool that is dyed is naturally
white. The other natural colors like black or brown or gray do not get dyed.

Wool was used in its natural colours or with dyes produced from desert plants. Mordants,
alum, dried lime, and pomegranate skin were used, all of which can be bought from market.

LOCATION

Kabd farm areas, wafra farm areas, sulaibiya farm areas, private farms, Tent Souk Al Rai.

PERSONS / COMMUNITIES / GROUPS

Mrs Ceyda Oskay — specializes in organic coloring - 66035538

Mr Abu Abdulrahman — sadu practitioner, from fleece to sadu item weaver - 50000704
Mrs Masira al Enezi — sadu practitioner, specializes in coloring — 97908218

Mrs Mutaira al Mosallam — sadu practitioner, specializes in spinning thread, instructor —
22432395

Mrs Zainab Al Ibrahim — sadu practitioner, instructor — 99319997

Mr Mishari Al Zamel — practitioner — 99976653
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VIABILITY

Whilst the sheep is available and plentiful, the process of turning its fleece into yarn is both
time-consuming and arduous. However, persons creating traditional sadu items will only use
the traditional method. These balls of dyed yarn, prepared by master weavers, are available to
purchase at Sadu House Shop.

Practitioners mention how the sheep’s organic diet affects the feel of the wool. Mutaira al
Mussalam prefers the soft fleece from her family’s sheep, who herd in the wild on natural
vegetation.

Man-made Nylon and acrylic yarns in multitude of bright colors are now available and have
become popular due to low coast. These are now used in binding the edges and for decorative
tassels and braids.

CONSENT

Mrs Ceyda Oskay gave her initial consent to employee Farah Al Sabah in 2017 and has
provided booklets she’s created as an instructor about coloring natural fleece.

Mrs Masira Al Enezi provided audiovisual materials of the process in 2018 to employee
Alanood Alkhamees.

Mrs Mutaira al Mussalam and Mrs Zainab Al Ibrahim are both instructors who teach Al Sadu
weaving. They have given their consent and have added to the file starting from 2018.

4 DED: 2018. in 2019,
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IDENTIFICATION Traditional Craftsmanship

NAME Sady Loom sl J 5
SERIAL NUMBER 14.2 (under Sadu Weaving)

DESCRIPTION Women created the sadu or tent
or other woven items needed on a horizontal
ground loom. It was easy to set up each time
fabric was to be woven. Unfinished work could be
rolled up and completed later, making it suitable
for their lifestyle.

Different sadu looms by Ali Alnajadah

CHARACTERISTICS
The horizontal ground loom is typically easy to assemble and transport by the sadu weaver.

The breast beam and back beam are placed on the outside of the metal rods, and hold the
warp threads. Warping is the process of setting up the base threads through which the
sideways (weft) weaving is passed. Bricks can be used to hold the breast beam at an angle.

A heddle rod is placed across the warp threads. A length of cotton yarn (heddle) is passed
around groups of warp threads to separate them into pattern group. They are then attached to
the heddle rod, which lifts the chosen warp threads.

The shed stick is inserted horizontally, and further separates the threads attached to the
heddle from those which are not.

Al misha is the shuttle stick around which the weft yarn is wound.

Al minshaza (al midhrab) is a beater used to keep the shed or counter shed open so that the
shed stick can be passed across the warp threads.

Al Girn (al medrah) is a gazelle horn, used by strumming it along the warp threads to ensure
they are separated. Oftentimes, the girn is passed down as a family heirloom.

Ground looms for beginners can be affixed to table tops. Horizontal looms are also available
for sadu weaving, and are sometimes preferred to persons with physical ailments.
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LOCATION

With Al Sadu weavers found mostly in Jahra ,Ahmadi, Farwaniya Governants.

PERSONS / COMMUNITIES / GROUPS

Bedouin Women who have inherited and maintained their skill in sadu weaving come from a
tribal background, with the majority of these women coming from the Ajman , Mutair,
Awazim, Reshaida, and Shammar tribes

Mrs Mutaira Musallam — weaver and loom designer — 22432395 — sadu house
Mr Ali Al Najadah —weaver and loom designer — 97868731 - @alialnajadah @exp0965

Mrs Om Turki Al Dhefiri (by way of her son Turki)— weaver and loom designer — Salmi
cultural village — 50687666

VIABILITY

Mrs Mutaira Mussalam provides Sadu House workshops, and includes the looms for the
students to take home during their workshop. They are available to purchase depending on
customization.

Mr Ali Al Najadah creates different sizes loom for the weaving, that he takes with him on
exhibitions. He also teaches at the PAAET and some of his students have started to create
their own looms.

CONSENT

Mrs Mutaira Mussalam multiple interviews in Sadu House. Gave video interviews to
employee Farah Al Sabah during her Saturday workshops. Gave video interview and consent
to be used for this file to employee Sara Al Koot in March 2019.

Mr Ali Al Najadah has been involved with the file from 2017 and gave multiple interviews
and demonstrations (Expo965 2017, Expo965 2018). Gave video and recorded interview
consent at his home in January 2019 to employees Farah Al Sabah and Fajer Al Haddad.

Om Turki was discovered at Salmi Cultural Village by employee Fatima Al Jassim in 2017.

14.2 ADDED: 2 d in 2019.
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IDENTIFICATION Traditional Craftsmanship

NAME Bayt al Sha’ar “house of hair” sl <u
SERIAL NUMBER 14.3 (under Sadu Weaving)

DESCRIPTION The most important woven item
for the Bedouin was the black tent or Bayt al-Sha’ar
— the house and shelter of the Bedouin in the desert,
which is still used during camping season today.

CHARACTERISTICS

Made of black goat hair. It is mainly used for tent roofs as the natural oil in the hair sheds
water.

The most important woven item for the Bedouin was the black tent or Bayt al-Sha’ar —the
house and shelter of the Bedouin in the desert.

The women of the tribe would work together to weave, sew and erect the tent. Bayt al Sha’ar
was a functional structure easy to carry and thus well adapted to the nomadic lifestyle.

Tent is supported by tall poles (the more, the wealthier they are perceived).

PERSONS / COMMUNITIES / GROUPS

Mrs Nawal Bakr Yacoub Al Bakr — weaver specializing in bayt al sha’ar — Al Sadu Society —
22432395

Mr Abu Abdulrahman — sadu and bayt al sha’ar weaver - 50000704
Mr Abu Rashed — specializes in creating custom designs of tribal signs — 55486300
Al Sadu Weaving Cooperative Society can provide specialists in bigger pieces - 22432395

Tents Souk — behind Friday Market - Al Rai area — custom tribal signs can be ordered there
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LOCATION

Al Wafra farms, al jahra, al ahmedi, and outer desert areas.

VIABILITY

Those with means can request a custom designed traditional bayt al sha’ar from the sadu
weavers, Especially in order to use tribal and familiar signs and sigils.

The rest of the tents are now easily bought using modern machines. The ones considered the
best are manufactured in Germany.

Traditional hand-made bayt al sha’ar is also made by Syrians, who also share this
craftsmanship, and who are now living in Kuwait.

CONSENT

Mrs Nawal Al Baker showed us the 12 meter long wall made for bayt al sha’ar and explained
how it was done in March 2019 to employee Alanood Alkhamees.

Mr Abu Abdulrahman met with employee Alanood Alkhamees and introduced her to his
network of men who weave the larger pieces for the walls.
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Adding Al Sadu Weaving to National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage

In 2015, the State of Kuwait ratified the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

Since then, three UNESCO and ALECSO workshops on ICH have taken place in Kuwait for employees of the
National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters as well as invited institutions and private individuals concerned
with preserving and promoting Kuwaiti intangible cultural heritage.

All the participants were asked to add to the inventory in some way. They were also asked to promote the
inventory and its tools to their cultural groups, universities, students, and others.

Bearers and practitioners of Al Sadu most recently added to the inventory of ‘Sadu Weaving’ (serial number 14)
during a public lecture on Al Sadu in October 2018.

The National Inventory List of Intangible Cultural Heritage was officially created in 2017 at the Kuwait
National Museum. The Department of Antiquities and Museums is responsible for updating it.

There are 17 elements listed as of March 2019.
‘Sadu Weaving’ (serial number # 14) was added in 2017.

After the community added to the inventory for this Al Sadu nomination,
three new sub categories were created in 2018, corresponding to #14.
14.1 is Cutting and Coloring Fleece
14.2 is Loom Design
14.3 is Bayt al Sha’ar
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