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Name of Inventory: The National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
(extended)
Name of Element: Mintai Song Wangchuan
Date of Inclusion: 23 May 2011
Serial No.: 992
Category No.: X-85 (Folklore—Folk Belief and Customs)
Nominated by: Xiamen City of Fujian Province
Issuing authority: State Council of the People’s Republic of China
Maintaining Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage, Ministry of

authority: Culture and Tourism of the People’s Republic of China

I. Description:

Mintai Song Wangchuan, or Ong Chun/ Wangchuan Ceremony, spreads along
the coastal areas in Xiamen City of Fujian Province. The element is rooted in the folk
belief and customs of worshiping Tye Tian Soon Siew Ong Yah, which is popular in
coastal communities in Minnan (south Fujian Province). People go to Huazang'an
Temple in Lyucuo Village, Tong’an District in Xiamen to pray Ong Yah for
fortune-telling sticks.

There are many stories about the origin of Ong Yah. Most of them refer to Ong
Yah as commissioner by the Heaven to protect people and their lands from disasters
on regular patrols of inspection. The deity therefore is called Tye Tian Soon Siew
(designated by the Heaven to patrol the land). The element includes ritualized
practices devoted to disaster-averting and peace-pleading. it was recorded in details
in the Annals of Haicheng County during the reign of Emperor Qianlong of the Qing
Dynasty how Ong Chun Ceremony was held in winter in 1769.

The element mostly takes place every three or four years, starting on an
auspicious day on the lunar calendar meticulously selected by zhijiao (augury).
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Wooden or paper Ong Chuan (Ong Yah’s barge) is made to carry Ong Yah along with
different objects of daily use. Community members gather around in arrays of
performances.

The element plays an important role in carrying forward and promoting the
essence of the Chinese traditions, and enhancing the social cohesion of the nation.

Through the initiative of and with the active participation of the communities,
groups and individuals concerned, Mintai Song Wangchuan was included in the
National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage on an extended base in May 2011.

Il. Supporting documents
Notification of the State Council on the Third Batch of the National List of Intangible

Cultural Heritage

Hyperlink address:
http://www.gov.cn/zwgk/2011-06/09/content 1880635.htm

(ATTN: the related intercept pages from the above document are enclosed in

scanned PDF format, followed by the English translation.)



Reference No.: 0003644

Notification of the State Council on the Third Batch of

the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
File No.: State Council [2011] 14

23 May 2011

People’s governments of all provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities
directly under the Central Government, all departments, commissions and
organizations directly under the State Council,

The State Council hereby releases the third batch of the National List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage (191 in total) and the Extended Elements of the National
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (164 in total) identified by the Ministry of Culture.

All the regions and departments shall, in accordance with the requirements of
the Notification of the State Council on the Enhancement of Cultural Heritage
Safeguarding (File No.: State Council [2005] 42) and the Advice of the General Office
of the State Council on the Enhancement of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Safeguarding in China (File No.: State Council General Office [2005] 18), carefully
implement the working policy of “safeguarding orientation, prioritized rescue,
reasonable utilization, transmission and development’, adhere to the concept of
scientific safeguarding, enhance the safeguarding and management of the elements
included in the List, strive to promote intangible cultural heritage safeguarding to a
new height, and contribute to establishing a comprehensive intangible cultural
heritage safeguarding mechanism with Chinese characteristics, promoting the
prosperity of cultural development, building up a shared spiritual homeland of the
Chinese nation and matching up the increasing spiritual and cultural demands of
people.

The State Council
(sealed)



The Third Batch of the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage

(191 in Total)

Extended Elements of the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage

(164 in Total)

X. The extended elements of Folk Belief and Customs in the inventory

Serial No. Category No. Element Title Nominating Entities
X-85 - . .
992 | Folk Belief and Mintai Song Xiamen City,
| Wangchuan Fujian Province
Customs
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