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Birla~mi~ Millatlar Ta~kilatmm 

Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat Uzra (UNESCO) Ba~ Direktoru, 

xamm Odri Azuleya 

Azarbaycan Rassamlar ittifaq1 - 1920-ci ildan formala~m1~ va Azarbaycanm arazisinda faaliyyat gostaran 

professional rassamlan va sanat~unaslan birla~diran an boyuk yarad1c1 konullu-ictimai ta~kilatd1r. ittifaq1m1z hamc;:inin 

Rassamlar ittifaqlannm Beynalxalq Konfederasiyasmm tasisc;:ilarindan biridir. 

ittifaqm asas vazifasi rassamlann va sanat~Onaslann yarad1C11igma dastak vermak, yuksak keyfiyyatli tasviri va 

dekorativ-tatbiqi sanat asarlarinin yarad1lmasma nail olmaqd1r. ittifaqm miniatOr va kitab qrafikas1, boyakarliq, qrafika, 

heykaltara~hq, monumental tartibat, dekorativ-tatbiqi vas. bolmalari var. 

Bizim ta~kilat tasis olundugu zamandan bari Azarbaycanda tasviri incasanatinin an muxtalif unsurlarinin inki~afma 

dair muxtalif ta~abbus va layihalarla faaliyyatda bulunmaqdad1r. Ta~kilat1m1zm uzvlari ananavi miniatur sanatinin 

qorunub saxlanmas1, ta~viqi va inki~af1 istiqamatinda xususila boyuk saylar gostarir. 

Miniati.ir maktabi Azarbaycan tasviri incasanatinda darin tasir gostarmi~ va onun formala~masmda apanCI 

rollardan birini oynam1~d1r. 

Tasadufi deyil ki , yarad1ci11q imkanlann1 stimulla~d1rmaq uc;:un Azarbaycan Rassamlar ittifaq1 1992-ci ilda XVI asrin 

tanmm1~ orta asrlarin dahi miniati.irc;:usu Soltan Mahammad adma mukafat tasis etmi~dir. Har bir miniati.ir asari madani 

yadda~m canhhgm1 tamin edir. Azarbaycanda miniati.ir sanatkarlan ananavi xususi estetika va kompozisiya meyarlanna 

asasan miniati.irlar yaratm1~ va yaratmaga davam edirlar. Rassamlar oz asarlarinda elementlarin harmoniyasm1 tamin 

edirlar. 

Azarbaycanda miniati.ir sanati takca rassamlar arasmda deyil, umumilikda camiyyatimizda madani identikliyin 

tarkib hissasi kimi qabul edilir. Orta asr Azarbaycan poeziyasmm ?edevr asasrlarina c;:akilmi? Miniaturlar, onlann yuksak 

pe~akar uslubu va rangarangliyi bugun da rassamlan valeh etmaya davam edir, Miniatur rasmlarinin bzunda ehtiva etdiyi 

darin falsafi mesajlar muxtalif ustadlar tarafindan yuksak pe~akarliqla bti.irulmu~dur. Bu anananin qorunmas1 va davam 

etdirilmasi hamda ittifaq1m1zm faaliyyatinda asas istiqamatlardan biridir. Biz bu element daha da inki~af etdirilmasi va 

daha qlobal auditoriyaya gostarlmasi uc;:un muxtalif layihalari hayata kec;:irmak niyyatindayik. 

Gostarilanlari nazara alaraq, biz miniati.ir sanatinin c;:oxmillatli fayl kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri-maddi madani irs uzra 

Reprezentativ Siyah1sma taqdim edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va rahbarlik etdiyiniz qurum tarafindan bu irsimizin 

tamdllmasma yard1m gbstarmayinizi xahi~ edirik. 

Hormatla, 

AZoRBAYCANIN RoSSAMLARININ 

iTTiFAQININ SoDRi Farhad Xalilov 



Unofficial translation 
Azerbaycan Ressamlar lttifaq1- Union of Artists of Azerbaijan 

Dear Director-General, 

ToMs. Audrey Azoulay 
Director-General 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 

The Union of Artists of Azerbaijan is the largest creative volunteer-social organization 
that has been formed since 1920 and unites professional artists and art critics in 
Azerbaijan. Our Union is also one of the founders of the International Confederation of 
Artists' Alliances. 
The main mission of the Union is to support the creativity of traditional and 
contemporary artists, producing decorative-applied art works. The Union has 
departments of traditional miniature art, book art, painting, graphics, sculpture, 
monumental design, decorative applied art, etc. 
Since its establishment our organization has been working on various initiatives and 
projects to develop diverse elements of traditional fine arts in Azerbaijan. Members of 
our organization make great efforts to preserve, promote and develop the miniature art. 
The school of miniature art had a profound impact on Azerbaijan's fine art and played 
one of the leading roles in its formation. 
lt is no coincidence that in order to stimulate the vitality of this art, in 1992 the Union of 
Artists of Azerbaijan founded the award named after great master Soltan Mohammed, a 
genius medieval miniature art of the 16th century. 
Each miniature ensures the vitality of cultural memory. In Azerbaijan, miniaturists have 
been creating and continue to create miniatures based on traditional custom aesthetic 
and compositional criteria of our culture. The artists provide the harmony of elements in 
their works. 
The art of miniature in Azerbaijan is highly appreciated not only by artists, but also 
recognized as a part of cultural identity in our society. Miniatures drawn to the 
masterpieces of the Middle Ages Azerbaijani poetry, their highly professional style and 
diversity still continue to inspire the artists of today. The deep philosophical messages 
contained in the miniature paintings have been interpreted with great skill by various 
masters. The preservation and continuation of such traditions is one of the key priorities 
of our union. We intend to conduct a variety of safeguarding projects to further develop 
this element and grab more attention to this heritage. 

Considering the abovementioned, we fully support the submission of "The Art of 
Miniature" multinational nomination to the Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO as a multinational file and kindly ask the organization 
you are directing to support us in raising awareness about this heritage. 

Best regards, 

Farkhad Khalilov 
Chairman of the Union 
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YUNESKO-nun Ba~ Direktoru 
xamm Odri Azuleya 

Azarbaycan miniator sanati musalman ~arqi xalqlannm goxasrlik incasanat tarixinin an 
maraqh sahifalarindan biridir. Orta asrlarda Azarbaycan rassamlan va xalq sanatkarlan 
yarad1c1hq fantaziyasmm zanginliyi ila indi da bizi heyran edan va onu yaradan xalqm badii 
madaniyyatinin qadimliyini, goxcahatliyini, ozunamaxsuslugunu subut edan goxsayll 
memarhq, tasviri va dekorativ sanat asarlari yaratm1~lar va onlarm goxu dunya incasanatinin 
q1z1l fonduna daxil olmu~dur. Buna baxmayaraq, Azarbaycan xalqmm dunya badii 
madaniyyati xazinasma bax~ etdiyi an muhum sanat incilari onun sanatkarlarmm miniator 
rassamllg1 sahasinda yaratd1g1 asarlardir. 

Azarbaycan miniator sanati 16-ci asrin 30-40-cl illarinda ozunun yuksalil? zirvasina 
gatana qadar uzun va murakkab inki~af yolu kegmi~dir. Tasviri sanatin xususi bir novO olan 
rniniator sanati kitab illustrasiyalan club va klassik ~arq poeziyasmm bilavasita tasiri altmda 
inki~af etmi~dir. $arq poeziyas1 klassiklarinin, xususila Nizami Gancavi kimi korifeylarin 
olmaz asarlari rassamlar Ogun tokanmaz ilham qaynag1 olmu~ va onlann yarad1c1hQinl 
yuksak humanist ideyalarla zanginla~dirmi~dir. Haz1rda ~arq poeziyasmm klassiklarinin 
Azarbaycan rassamlan tarafindan zangin illustrasiyalarla bazadilmi~ tamtaraqh alyazmalan 
dunyanm an boyuk muzey va kitabxanalannda an dayarli sanat incilari kimi saxlamhr. Hal­
hazlrda, Azarbaycanda miniator sanati bir nega rassamlar va ustalar tarafindan inki~af 

etdirilir va galacak nasla otorulur. 

Bununla alaqadar bu sanat novunun madaniyyatimiz ugun ahamiyyatinin nazara 
alaraq, ta~kilat1m1z miniator sanatinin bir nega xalqlann umumi irsi kimi UNESCO-nun 
Qeyri-maddi irs Reprezentativ siyah1s1na daxil edilmasini dastaklayir va bu ananavi sanatin 
inki~af1 ugun milli va regional saviyyalarda hayata kegirilacak qorunma tadbirlarinda faal 
il?tirak etmaya haz1rd1r. 

Hormatla, 

Birliyinin sadri 



Unofficial translation 

IRS - Genclerin Maariflendirme ve Tebligat Merkezi lctimai Birliyi - IRS Union for Promotion and 
Elightment of Youth 

Dear Ms Director-General, 

To the Director-General of 
UNESCO, Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

Azerbaijani miniature art is one of the most exciting pages of the history of centuries-old history 
of the Muslim East. In the Middle Ages, Azerbaijani artists and folk artists have created many 
architectural and decorative works of art that have enriched the ancient, multifaceted artistic 
culture of society. Many of these works have entered and continue to be a example of world's 
fine arts. At the same time, the creativity of the artists in the field of miniature painting have 
been and are the most important traditional art peculiarities of the Azerbaijani communities in 
this field. 

The miniature art of Azerbaijan passed through the long and complex way of development until 
its highest development in the 30s-40s of the 16th century. Miniature art represents a special 
type of fine art where artists illustrate books under the direct influence of classical eastern 
poetry. The immortal works of Oriental poetry classics, especially Nizami Ganjavi, have become 
an inexhaustible source of inspiration for artists and enriched their creativity with highly 
humanistic ideas. The manuscripts of eastern poetry classics, decorated with rich illustrations by 
Azerbaijani artists, are preserved as the most valuable art pearls in the world's largest museums 
and libraries. At present, miniature art in Azerbaijan is being developed and transmitted to future 
generations by several artists and masters. 

Given the importance of this art for our culture, our organization supports the inscription of the 
miniatur~ art into the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as common 
heritage of several nations and is ready to take an active part in its safeguarding at the national 
and regional levels for the development of this traditional art. 

Sincerely yours, 
Saleh Baghirov 
Chairman of the Union 



Azarbaycan Respublikas1 
Ganclar Ta§kilatlan 
Milli $urasl 

Hormatli xamm Azuley, 
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Birla~mi~ Millatlar Ta~kilatmm 
Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat uzra 
(UNESCO) Ba~ Direktoru, 
xamm Odri Azuleya 

Azarbaycan Respublikas1 Ganclar Ta!?kilatlan Milli $uras1 (NAYORA) Azarbaycanm apanc1 
ganclar ta§kilat1d1r. Oz atrafmda 128 ganclar ta§kilatml birla§diran Azarbaycan Respublikas1 
Ganclar Ta§kilatlan Milli $urasl olka ganclari va ta§kilatlannm yegana konfederativ sturukturu , 
vahid koordinasiya va amakda§hq markazi olmaqla onlann beynalxalq inteqrasiyas1n1 ta§kil va 
tamin edan qurumdur. 

Azarbaycan Respublikas1 Ganclar Ta§kilatlan Milli $uras1 tasis olundugu zamandan bari 
Azarbaycanda madaniyyatin an muxtalif Onsurlarinin inki§afma dair mOxtalif ta§abbOs va 
layihalar ta§kil etmakdadir. Ta§kilat1m1zm Ozvlari miniator sanatinin qorunub saxlanmasma, 
ta§viqina va inki§afma boyOk say gostarir. 

Azarbaycanda miniator sanati madani identikliyin tarkib hissasi kimi qabul edilir. Miniator sanati 
kec;:mi§dan gOnOmOza qadar madani alaqalari gOclandirir. Har bir miniatOr asari madani 
yadda§m canl1hgm1 tamin edir. Azarbaycanda miniatur sanatkarlan ananavi xususi estetika va 
kompozisiya meyarlanna asasan miniaturlar yaratml§ va yaratmaga davam edirlar. Rassamlar 
oz asarlarinda elementlarin harmoniyas1n1 tamin edirlar. Ustalar klassik §arq adabiyyat1 asarlari, 
o cOmladan Nizami Gancavinin (2000-dan c;:ox) asarlari ila alaqadar c;:oxlu sayda miniator asarlar 
yaratml§dlr. 

$arqin incasanati tarixinda Azarbaycan miniator sanati Oslubu, badii sanetkarllq xususiyyatleri 
etibarila xususi ahamiyyat kasb edir. Miniator sanati alyazma kitablannm badii tartibatmda 
mOhOm rol oynay1r. Bazan bu sanat numunasi badii matni eks etdirmakdan asil1 olmayaraq 
mOstaqil saciyya da§1y1r. Azarbaycanda kec;:mi§da miniator sanatkarlan asasan kitab, kag1z, 
dari, parc;:a, .divar Ozarinda miniatOrlar yarad1blarsa, bu gun miniatOr sanati <;ini, keramika va gil 
qablarda da tatbiq olunur. Rassamlar portret, doyO!?, fantaziya va romantika kimi muxtalif 
janrlarda miniatorlar c;:akmak oc;:on muxtalif Osullardan istifada ediblar. Bu gun miniator 
sanatkarlan miniator sanatina yeni mOasir movzular gatirmaya <;ali§lrlar. 

Bununla alaqadar, biz miniator sanatinin bir ne<;a olkanin irsi kimi UNESCO-nun "Qeyri-maddi 
lrs Reprezentativ siyah1s1"-na taqdim edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va rahbar etdiyiniz ta§kilqt 
tarafindan bu elementin tamd1lmasmda komaklik gostarmayinizi xahi§ edirik. 

Hormatla, 

Maryam Macidova 

Azarbaycan,AZ 1014, Bak1 ~;ahh.~, -TJ~~~-~~;:; 
SUieyman RUstam kU~.15H 
tel.: +99412 44116 31 
faks: +99412 44116 27 
www.nayora.az 



Unofficial translation 

National Council of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Dear Mrs. Azoulay , 

Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
Mrs. Audrey Azou lay 

The National Council of Youth Organizations of the Republ ic of Azerbaijan (NAYORA) is one of 
the leading youth organizations of Azerbaijan. The Council that brings together 128 youth 
organizations is the only consortium of youth organizations and young people in the country, a 
centre for coordination and cooperation and the focal organization for international cooperation 
in this field. 

Since its establishment, National Council of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
has been involved in various initiatives and projects for the development of traditional culture. 
Members of our organization make great efforts to preserve, encourage and develop the 
traditional miniature art. 

The miniature art in Azerbaijan is regarded as an integral part of cultural identity. This art 
strengthens cultural ties from past to present. Each miniature ensures the vitality of cultural 
memory. Miniature artists in Azerbaijan have been creating and continue to create miniatures 
based on traditional customs and provide aesthetic and compositional content. The artists 
provide harmony of elements in their works. Numerous miniatures have been created around 
the plot of the works of the masters of classical oriental literature, including Nizami Ganjavi (over 
2000). 

Among the similar types of traditional fine art of the Orient, the Azerbaijan's miniature art is 
famous for a number of peculiarities. Miniature art has played an important role in the artistic 
design of the manuscript books. Sometimes in the past and nowadays, miniature artists create 
works bearing independent character that do not necessarily have to accompany texts. If in the 
past miniature artists in Azerbaijan created miniatures on books, paper, leather, cloth, walls, 
now it is also used on porcelain, ceramic and clay. Artists use different techniques to draw 
miniatures in different genres of portrait, fantasy and romance. Today, miniature artists are 
trying to bring new contemporary content to their miniature art. 

In this regard, we fully support the submission of the Miniature art to the UNESCO 
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage as a heritage of several countries and 
kindly ask your organization to support the inclusion of this element. 

Kind regards, 
Maryam Majidova 



Hormatli xamm Ba~ Direktor, 

YUNESKO-nun Ba~ Direktoru, 
xamm Odri Azuleya 

Raz1hq maktubu 

Azarbaycanda miniator sanati madaniyyatimizin an muhum va zangin sahifalarindan 
biridir. 8srlar boyu miniatorlar kitab illustrasiyalan olub klassik ~arq poeziyasmm 
bilavasita tasiri altmda inki~af etmi~dir. 

Muasir dovrumuzda isa Azarbaycanda miniator sanati yena da davam etdirilir. Bu 
ananalara sadiq qalan bir c;ox hamkarlanm1z var va biz birlikda bu sanati ya~atmaga 
c;al1~1r1q. Bizim tan1d1g1m1z xalq rassamlan Mikay1l Abdullayev, Altay Hac1yev, Arif 
Huseynov kimi yarad1c1 insanlar bu miniator sanatindan tasirlanarak onun davamc;1lan 
olmu~lar va boyuk sanat asarlari yaratm1~lar. 

Manim fikrimca, bu ananavi sanatin olkamizda va regionda boyuk galacayi vard1r. 
Bununla alaqadar miniator sanatinin YUNESKO-ya taqdim edilmasi sanatimizin 
dirc;almasi va inki~af1 uc;un boyuk ahamiyyat kasb edir. Bu sababdan, miniator sanatinin 
bir nec;a olkalanin umumi irsi kimi Qeyri-maddi madani irs uzra Reprezentativ siyah1ya 
daxil edilmasi taklifinin YUNESKO tarafindan dastaklanmasini xahi~ ediram. 

Hormatla, 

Parinisa asgarova 
MiniatUr rassam1 



Letter of consent 

Distinguished Director-General, 

Unofficial translation 

Director-General of UNESCO 
Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

Miniature art in Azerbaijan is one of the most important and rich elements of our culture. For 
centuries, artists illustrated books and the traditional art under the direct influence of classical 
eastern poetry. 

In modern times, miniature art in Azerbaijan is still being kept alive. We have many colleagues 
who are committed to these traditions, and we are trying to maintain and transmit this heritage. 
People's artists such as Mikayil Abdullayev, Altay Hajiyev, Arif Huseynov were influenced by the 
miniature art and became its great practitioners and followers. 

In my opinion, this traditional art has a great future in our country and in the region. In this 
regard, the submission of the miniature art nomination to UNESCO is of great importance for the 
safeguarding and development of our art. For this reason, I kindly ask UNESCO to support the 
proposal to include the miniature art into the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
as a common heritage of several countries. 

Sincerely yours, 
Parinisa Asgarova 
Miniature artist 



Hormatli xan1m Ba~ Direktor, 

YUNESKO-nun Ba~ Direktoru, 
xamm Odri Azuleya 

Raz1l1q maktubu 

<;oxsahali Azarbaycan incasanati zangin inki~af yolu kec;:ib. Onun maraql1 va takrars1z 
sahalarindan biri da miniatOr sanatidir. 
Azarbaycanda miniator maktabi an inki~af etmi~ miniator maktablarindan biridir. 
Azarbaycan miniator sanati XI-XII asrlarda ~arq adabiyyatmm an boyuk asarlari uc;:un 
yaranm1~d1r. Nizami Gancavi, Mahsati Gancavi va ba~qalan kimi ~airlarin, filosoflann va 
mutafakkirlarin alyazmalan yarand1qdan sonra miniator ustalan hamin asarlara nafas 
veran iiiOstrasiyalar yaratm1~lar. 
Qeyd etmak laz1md1r ki, miniatOr sanatinin an boyOk inki~af1 XVI asrda $ah ismay1l1n 
dovrOna aiddir. $ah lsmay1l oz atrafmda ~airier, musiqic;:ilar va sanatkarlan birla~dirib va 
dastaklayirdi. Onlar arasmda Kamaladdin Behzad, Sultan Mahammad, Mir Seyid 81i, 
$eyxzada, Mir MOssavvir va s. kimi boyOk miniator ustalan saray kitabxanalannda 
i~layib gozal sanat asarlarini yaratd1lar. 

XIX asrda 20-ci illarin avvallarinda Azarbaycan miniator sanatinin inki~afmda yeni dovr 
ba!?lad1 va hamin illarda ma!?hur rassamlar 8mir Hac1yev, Kaz1m Kaz1mzada, Salam 
Salamzada miniator Oslubunda maraql1 asarlar yaratd1lar. Hamin marhalada miniatorlar 
Azarbaycan folkloruna, milli adat-ananalarina, bayramlanna, Omumiyyatla Azarbaycan 
nag1llanna, afsanalarina, xalq dastanlanna, a~1q dastanlanna hasr olunmu~ miniatOrlar 
yarad1lm1~d1. Bununla yana!?l miniator ananalarina sadiq olaraq kitab qrafikasmda an 
c;:ox i~lanan miniatorlar bu gOn da oz aksini yaz1<;:1lann, ~airlarin asarlarinda tap1r. Bizim 
dovrOmuzda bir c;:ox miniator rassamlan ananalarimizi qorunub-saxlamaga va galacak 
nasila otormaya c;:al1~1rlar. 

Hesab ediram kimi, miniator sanatinin boyOk galacayi vard1r, bu sahada mOvafiq 
tadbirlarin gorOimasi vacibdir va miniator sanati ila zangin olan digar olkalarla bu sanatin 
qorunmasma dair birga ta~abbOslar irali surulmalidir. Bununla alaqadar, miniatOr 
sanatinin bir nec;:a olkalanin irsi kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri-maddi madani irs Ozra 
Reprezentativ siyah1s1na taqdim edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va YUNESKO 
tarafindan bu elementin tamd1lmasmda komaklik gostarmayinizi xahi~ ediram. 

Hormatla, 

Arif HOseynov 
Azarbaycan Respublikasmm Xalq rassam1 



Letter of consent 

Dear Ms Director-General, 

Unofficial translation 

Director-General of UNESCO 
Mrs. Audrey Azoulay 

The multi-aspect Azerbaijani traditional fine arts have gone through a rich development path. 
One of its interesting and rich aspects is the art of miniature. 

The miniature school in Azerbaijan is one of the most advanced miniature schools. Azerbaijani 
miniature art was created for the greatest works of eastern literature in the 11-12th centuries. 
After creating the manuscripts of poets, philosophers and thinkers such as Nizami Ganjavi, 
Mahsati Ganjavi, and others, miniature masters created illustrations that breathed life into these 
works. lt should be noted that the greatest development of miniature art is related to Shah 
lsmayil's era in the 16th century. Shah lsmayil united and supported poets, musicians and 
artists around him. Among them were such prominent personalities as Kamaleddin Behzad, 
Sultan Mohammad, Mir Seyid Ali, Sheikhzadeh, Mir Moussevir and others, who were great 
miniature masters and worked in the palace libraries and created fascinating art works. 

A new era in the development of Azerbaijani miniature art began in the 19th century and in the 
early 20th centuries. During that period, famous artists Amir Hajiyev, Kazim Kazimzade and 
Salam Salamzade created interesting works of the miniature art. At the same time, artists 
continued creation of miniatures around the plot of Azerbaijani folklore, national traditions, 
holidays, tales, legends, folk epics and sagas. At the same time and based on miniature 
traditions, artists created miniatures for books, which are still used in the works of today's writers 
and poets. In our time, many miniature artists try to keep their traditions and transmit them to 
future generations. 

! think that the miniature art has great future, and it is important to take appropriate safeguarding 
measures in this field, as well as joint initiatives for the maintaining of this art together with other 
countries, which still have practitioners of this art. In this regard, I fully support the submission of 
the Miniature art to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as an 
element shared by several countries and kindly ask UNESCO to contribute to the promotion of 
this element. 

Sincerely, 
Arif Huseynov 
People's artist of the Republic of Azerbaijan 


