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Birlagmis Millatlar Taskilatinin
Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat lizra (UNESCO) Bag Direktoru,
xanim Odri Azuleya

Hormatli xanim Bag Direktor,

Azarbaycan Rassamlar ittifag — 1920-ci ildan formalasmis va Azarbaycanin arazisinda faaliyyat gostarsn
professional rassamlari va sanatsiinaslan birlasdiran an bdyiik yaradici kdniilli-ictimai tagkilatdir. ittifagimiz hamcinin
Rassamlar ittifaglarinin Beynalxalq Konfederasiyasinin tasiscilarindan biridir.

ittifagin asas vazifasi rassamlarin va sanatsiinaslarin yaradiciigina dastak vermak, yiiksak keyfiyyatli tasviri va
dekorativ-tatbigi sanat asarlarinin yaradilmasina nail olmagdir. ittifagin miniatiir va kitab grafikasi, boyakarhq, grafika,
heykaltarashiq, monumental tartibat, dekorativ-tatbiqi va s. bélmalari var.

Bizim tagkilat tasis olundugu zamandan bari Azarbaycanda tasviri incasanatinin an miixtalif tinstrlarinin inkisafina
dair mixtalif tasabbls va layihalarla faaliyyatda bulunmaqgdadir. Taskilatimizin Gzvlari ananavi miniatiir sanatinin
gorunub saxlanmasi, tagvigi va inkisafi istigamatinda xisusila boylk saylar gostarir.

Miniatlir maktabi Azarbaycan tasviri incasanatinda darin tasir gostarmis va onun formalasmasinda aparici
rollardan birini oynamisdir.

Tasadiifi deyil ki, yaradicilig imkanlarini stimullasdirmaq (iciin Azarbaycan Rassamlar ittifaqi 1992-ci ilda XVI asrin
taninmis orta asrlarin dahi miniatiirclsi Soltan Mahammad adina mukafat tasis etmisdir. Har bir miniatiir asari madani
yaddagin canliligini tamin edir. Azarbaycanda miniatlir sanatkarlari ananavi xiisusi estetika va kompozisiya meyarlarina
asasan miniatirlar yaratmis va yaratmaga davam edirlar. Rassamlar 6z asarlarinds elementlarin harmoniyasini tamin
edirlar.

Azarbaycanda miniatlir sanati takca rassamlar arasinda deyil, Gmumilikda camiyyatimizde madani identikliyin
tarkib hissasi kimi gabul edilir. Orta asr Azarbaycan poeziyasinin sedevr asasrlarina ¢akilmis Miniaturlar, onlarin yiiksak
pegakar lslubu va rangarangliyi buglin da rassamlari valeh etmaya davam edir, Miniatiir rasmlarinin 6ziinda ehtiva etdiyi
darin falsafi mesajlar mixtalif ustadlar tarafindan yiksak pegakarligla 6tlirliimusdir. Bu anananin gorunmasi va davam
etdirilmasi hazirda ittifagimizin faaliyyatinda asas istigamatlardan biridir. Biz bu element daha da inkisaf etdirilmasi va
daha global auditoriyaya gostarimasi Gglin mixtalif layihalari hayata kegirmak niyystindayik.

Gostarilanlari nazara alaraq, biz miniatiir sanatinin coxmillatli fayl kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri-maddi madaniirs iizra
Reprezentativ Siyahisina tagdim edilmasini tamamila dastaklayir va rahbarlik etdiyiniz qurum tarafindan bu irsimizin
tanidilmasina yardim géstarmayinizi xahis edirik.

Hérmatls,
AZORBAYCANIN ROSSAMLARININ

iTTIFAQININ SODRI Farhad Xalilov




Unofficial translation
Azerbaycan Ressamlar lttifagi - Union of Artists of Azerbaijan

To Ms. Audrey Azoulay
Director-General

United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization

Dear Director-General,

The Union of Artists of Azerbaijan is the largest creative volunteer-social organization
that has been formed since 1920 and unites professional artists and art critics in
Azerbaijan. Our Union is also one of the founders of the International Confederation of
Artists' Alliances.

The main mission of the Union is to support the creativity of traditional and
contemporary artists, producing decorative-applied art works. The Union has
departments of traditional miniature art, book art, painting, graphics, sculpture
monumental design, decorative applied art, etc.

Since its establishment our organization has been working on various initiatives and
projects to develop diverse elements of traditional fine arts in Azerbaijan. Members of
our organization make great efforts to preserve, promote and develop the miniature art.
The school of miniature art had a profound impact on Azerbaijan's fine art and played
one of the leading roles in its formation.

It is no coincidence that in order to stimulate the vitality of this art, in 1992 the Union of
Artists of Azerbaijan founded the award named after great master Soltan Mohammed, a
genius medieval miniature art of the 16th century.

Each miniature ensures the vitality of cultural memory. In Azerbaijan, miniaturists have
been creating and continue to create miniatures based on traditional custom aesthetic
and compositional criteria of our culture. The artists provide the harmony of elements in
their works.

The art of miniature in Azerbaijan is highly appreciated not only by artists, but also
recognized as a part of cultural identity in our society. Miniatures drawn to the
masterpieces of the Middle Ages Azerbaijani poetry, their highly professional style and
diversity still continue to inspire the artists of today. The deep philosophical messages
contained in the miniature paintings have been interpreted with great skill by various
masters. The preservation and continuation of such traditions is one of the key priorities
of our union. We intend to conduct a variety of safeguarding projects to further develop
this element and grab more attention to this heritage.

Considering the abovementioned, we fully support the submission of "The Art of
Miniature" multinational nomination to the Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO as a multinational file and kindly ask the organization
you are directing to support us in raising awareness about this heritage.

Best regards,

Farkhad Khalilov
Chairman of the Union
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YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru
xanim Odri Azuleya

Hormatli xanim Bas Direktor,

Azarbaycan miniatiir senati miisalman sarqi xalglarinin goxasrlik incesanat tarixinin an
maragll sshifslarinden biridir. Orta asrlerde Azarbaycan rassamlar ve xalq senatkarlari
yaradiciliq fantaziyasinin zanginliyi ils indi da bizi heyran eden va onu yaradan xalqin badii
madeniyyatinin qadimliyini, ¢oxcshatliyini, 6zUnsmexsuslugunu sibut edsn c¢oxsayli
memarliq, tesviri ve dekorativ senat asarleri yaratmiglar ve onlarin ¢coxu diinya incesanatinin
qizil fonduna daxil olmusdur. Buna baxmayaraq, Azarbaycan xalqinin dinya badii
madaniyyati xazinasina baxs etdiyi an mihim sanst incilari onun sanatkarlarinin miniatar
rassamligi sahasinda yaratdidi asarlardir.

Azearbaycan miniatir sensti 16-ci asrin 30-40-c1 illerinde 6zlnin yuksslis zirvesine
¢atana gadar uzun va murakkab inkigaf yolu kegmisdir. Tasviri senatin xtsusi bir névi olan
miniatir sanati kitab illistrasiyalar olub va klassik sarq poeziyasinin bilavasite tesiri altinda
inkisaf etmisdir. $arq poeziyas! klassiklarinin, xtsusile Nizami Ganceavi kimi korifeylerin
6lmaz esarlari ressamlar tg¢ln tikanmaz ilham qaynadi olmus ve onlarin yaradicili§ini
yiksek humanist ideyalarla zsnginlesdirmisdir. Hazirda serq poeziyasinin klassiklerinin
Azerbaycan ressamlari tarefinden zangin illistrasiyalarla bazedilmis temtaraqli slyazmalari
diinyanin sn béyik muzey va kitabxanalarinda an dayarli senat incileri kimi saxlanilir. Hal-
hazirda, Azarbaycanda miniatlir senati bir nege ressamlar va ustalar terafinden inkisaf
etdirilir va galecak nasla éturlar.

Bununla slagadar bu senst névinin madeniyystimiz lglin shamiyyatinin nazers
alaraq, teskilatimiz miniatlr senstinin bir nege xalglarin Umumi irsi kimi UNESCO-nun
Qeyri-maddi irs Reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasini destsaklayir ve bu ananavi senatin
inkisafi G¢tn milli va regional saviyysalarde hayata kegirilocak qorunma tedbirlerinde foal
istirak etmays hazirdir.

Hoérmetls,

Birliyinin sadri Saleh Bagirov
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Unofficial translation

IRS - Genclerin Maariflendirme ve Tebligat Merkezi Ictimai Birliyi - IRS Union for Promotion and
Elightment of Youth

To the Director-General of
UNESCO, Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Dear Ms Director-General,

Azerbaijani miniature art is one of the most exciting pages of the history of centuries-old history
of the Muslim East. In the Middle Ages, Azerbaijani artists and folk artisis have created many
architectural and decorative works of art that have enriched the ancient, multifaceted artistic
culture of society. Many of these works have entered and continue to be a example of world’s
fine arts. At the same time, the creativity of the artists in the field of miniature painting have
been and are the most important traditional art peculiarities of the Azerbaijani communities in
this field.

The miniature art of Azerbaijan passed through the long and complex way of development until
its highest development in the 30s-40s of the 16th century. Miniature art represents a special
type of fine art where artists illustrate books under the direct influence of classical eastern
poetry. The immortal works of Oriental poetry classics, especially Nizami Ganjavi, have become
an inexhaustible source of inspiration for artists and enriched their creativity with highly
humanistic ideas. The manuscripts of eastern poetry classics, decorated with rich illustrations by
Azerbaijani artists, are preserved as the most valuable art pearls in the world's largest museums
and libraries. At present, miniature art in Azerbaijan is being developed and transmitted to future
generations by several artists and masters.

Given the importance of this art for our culture, our organization supports the inscription of the
miniature art into the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as common
heritage of several nations and is ready to take an active part in its safeguarding at the national
and regional levels for the development of this traditional art.

Sincerely yours,
Saleh Baghirov
Chairman of the Union
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Birlesmis Millatlar Tagkilatinin
Elm, Tahsil va Madaniyyat lizra
(UNESCO) Bas Direktoru,
xanim Odri Azuleys

Hoérmatli xanim Azuley,

Azarbaycan Respublikasi Gencler Teskilatlari Milli Surasi (NAYORA) Azarbaycanin aparici
gencler teskilatidir. Oz etrafinda 128 gancler teskilatini birlesdiren Azsrbaycan Respublikasi
Gencler Tagkilatlari Milli Surasi 6lke gencleri ve taskilatlarinin yegana konfederativ sturukturu,
vahid koordinasiya ve emakdasliq markazi olmagla onlarin beynalxalq integrasiyasini tagkil ve
temin edan qurumdur.

Azerbaycan Respublikasi Gencler Taskilatlar Milli Surasi tesis olundugu zamandan beri
Azarbaycanda madeniyystin sn muxtelif Unsurlarinin inkisafina dair muixtslif tegabbus ve
layihsler teskil etmakdadir. Tagkilatimizin Ozvleri miniatlr ssnstinin gorunub saxlanmasina,
tasvigine va inkisafina bdyilk say gosterir.

Azarbaycanda miniatlir sensti madani identikliyin tarkib hissesi kimi gabul edilir. Miniatlr sansti
kecmisden ginimize geder madeni slagaleri glclandirir. Her bir miniatiir aseri meadani
yaddasin canliligini tamin edir. Azerbaycanda miniatlr sanatkarlari ananavi xUsusi estetika va
kompozisiya meyarlarina esasan miniatlrler yaratmig ve yaratmaga davam edirlor. Ressamlar
6z sserlarinde elementlerin harmoniyasini temin edirler. Ustalar klassik serq adsbiyyati aserleri,
o cumladan Nizami Gancevinin (2000-dan ¢ox) asarleri ile alagadar ¢oxlu sayda miniatir sserlar
yaratmisdir.

Serqin incesenati tarixinde Azarbaycan miniattr sanati Uslubu, badii senatkarlig xtsusiyyatleri
etibarils xisusi shamiyyat kasb edir. Miniatir sensti alyazma kitablarinin badii tertibatinda
muhim rol oynayir. Bazan bu senat niUmunasi badii matni eks etdirmekdan asili olmayaraq
mustaqil saciyye dasiyir. Azerbaycanda kegcmisde miniatiir senstkarlari esasen kitab, kagiz,
deri, parga, divar Uzarinds miniatirler yaradiblarsa, bu glin miniattr sensti ¢ini, keramika ve gil
gablarda da tetbiq olunur. Ressamlar portret, déylls, fantaziya ve romantika kimi muxtslif
janrlarda miniattrler ¢akmek Ggln muixtslif Gsullardan istifade edibler. Bu giin miniatir
sanatkarlari miniatlr senatina yeni miasir mévzular gatirmaye ¢alisirlar.

Bununla slagadar, biz miniatlr senatinin bir nege Glkenin irsi kimi UNESCO-nun “Qeyri-maddi
Irs Reprezentativ siyahisi’-na teqdim edilmasini tamamile dastaklayir vo rehber etdiyiniz togki'at
terefinden bu elementin tanidiimasinda kémaklik géstarmayinizi xahis edirik.

Hoérmatls,

Maryam Macidova ,

Azorbaycan, AZ 1014, Baki sah.,
Sileyman Rustam kiig.15H

tel.: +99412 44116 31

faks: +99412 44116 27
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Unofficial iranslation

National Council of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cuitural Organization (UNESCO)
Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Dear Nirs. Azoulay ,

The National Council of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan (NAYORA) is one of
the leading youth organizations of Azerbaijan. The Council that brings together 128 youth
organizations is the only consortium of youth organizations and young people in the country, a
centre for coordination and cooperation and the focal organization for international cooperation
in this field.

Since its establishment, National Council of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan
has been involved in various initiatives and projects for the development of traditional culture.
Members of our organization make great efforts to preserve, encourage and develop the
traditional miniature art.

The miniature art in Azerbaijan is regarded as an integral part of cultural identity. This art
strengthens cultural ties from past to present. Each miniature ensures the vitality of cultural
memory. Miniature artists in Azerbaijan have been creating and continue to create miniatures
based on traditional customs and provide aesthetic and compositional content. The artists
provide harmony of elements in their works. Numerous miniatures have been created around
the plot of the works of the masters of classical oriental literature, including Nizami Ganjavi (over
2000).

Among the similar types of traditional fine art of the Orient, the Azerbaijan's miniature art is
famous for a number of peculiarities. Miniature art has played an important role in the artistic
design of the manuscript books. Sometimes in the past and nowadays, miniature artists create
works bearing independent character that do not necessarily have to accompany texts. If in the
past miniature artists in Azerbaijan created miniatures on books, paper, leather, cloth, walls,
now it is also used on porcelain, ceramic and clay. Artists use different techniques to draw
miniatures in different genres of portrait, fantasy and romance. Today, miniature artists are
trying to bring new contemporary content to their miniature art.

In this regard, we fully support the submission of the Miniature art to the UNESCO
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage as a heritage of several countries and
kindly ask your organization to support the inclusion of this element.

Kind regards,
Maryam Majidova



YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru,
xanim Odri Azuleya

Razilig maktubu

Hérmatli xanim Bag Direktor,

Azerbaycanda miniatlir senati madaniyystimizin en mihim va zangin sahifslarindan
biridir. Ssrlar boyu miniatlrler kitab illustrasiyalari olub klassik sarq poeziyasinin
bilavasits tesiri altinda inkisaf etmigdir.

Miasir dévrimiizde ise Azerbaycanda miniatiir seneti yens de davam etdirilir. Bu
ananalere sadiq qgalan bir gox hamkarlarimiz var ve biz birlikde bu sensti yasatmaga
cahsiriq. Bizim tanidigimiz xalg ressamlari Mikayll Abdullayev, Altay Haciyev, Arif
Hlseynov kimi yaradici insanlar bu miniatir senatindan tesirlenarek onun davamgilari
olmuslar va bdylk senat sserleri yaratmiglar.

Manim fikrimce, bu ensanavi sanatin 6lkemizde va regionda bdylk gslacsyi vardir.
Bununla elagadar miniatir senstinin  YUNESKO-ya teqdim edilmasi sanstimizin
dirgelmaesi va inkisafl Uglin béyuk shamiyyet kesb edir. Bu sababdan, miniatir senatinin
bir nege dlkslenin imumi irsi kimi Qeyri-maddi madaeni irs (zre Reprezentativ siyahiya
daxil edilmasi taklifinin YUNESKO terafinden desteklenmssini xahis ediram.

Hormatls,

Parinisa 8sgerova (\L E‘ /
Miniatiir ressami (Vv



Unofficial translation

Director-General of UNESCO
Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Letter of consent

Distinguished Director-General,

Miniature art in Azerbaijan is one of the most important and rich elements of our culture. For
centuries, artists illustrated books and the traditional art under the direct influence of classical
eastern poetry.

in modern times, miniature art in Azerbaijan is still being kept alive. We have many colleagues
who are committed to these traditions, and we are trying to maintain and transmit this heritage.
People’s artists such as Mikayil Abdullayev, Altay Hajiyev, Arif Huseynov were influenced by the
miniature art and became its great practitioners and followers.

In my opinion, this traditional art has a great future in our country and in the region. In this
regard, the submission of the miniature art nomination to UNESCO is of great importance for the
safeguarding and development of our art. For this reason, | kindly ask UNESCO to support the
proposal to include the miniature art into the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
as a common heritage of several countries.

Sincerely yours,
Parinisa Asgarova
Miniature artist



YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoruy,
xanim Odri Azuleys

Razilig maktubu
Hoérmatli xanim Bas Direktor,

Coxsahsli Azerbaycan incesanati zangin inkisaf yolu kegib. Onun maraqh ve tskrarsiz
sahalerindan biri de miniatur sanastidir.

Azerbaycanda miniatir mektebi an inkisaf etmis miniatir maktablarinden biridir.
Azerbaycan miniattr sensti XI-XI| asrlorde garq adabiyyatinin an boylk sserleri Uglin
yaranmisdir. Nizami Gancavi, Mahsati Ganceavi ve basgqgalar kimi sairlerin, filosoflarin ve
mutefekkirlerin slyazmalan yarandigdan sonra miniatlr ustalari hamin aserlera nafes
veran illlistrasiyalar yaratmiglar.

Qeyd etmok lazimdir ki, miniatir senatinin en boyik inkisafi XVI asrde Sah Ismayilin
dévriine aiddir. Sah Ismayil 6z strafinda sairler, musigiciler ve senstkarlari birlagdirib ve
desteklayirdi. Onlar arasinda Kemaladdin Behzad, Sultan Mahammad, Mir Seyid 8li,
Seyxzads, Mir Miussavvir va s. kimi bdyluk miniatur ustalarn saray kitabxanalarinda
isleyib gbzel senst asarlerini yaratdilar.

XIX asrda 20-ci illarin avvallarinde Azarbaycan miniatir senatinin inkisafinda yeni dévr
basladi va hamin illarde mashur ressamlar ©mir Haciyev, Kazim Kazimzads, Salam
Salamzada miniatlr Gslubunda maraqh esarler yaratdilar. Homin marhaleda miniatirler
Azarbaycan folkloruna, milli adst-enanalarine, bayramlarina, imumiyystle Azarbaycan
nagillarina, afsanslering, xalq dastanlarina, asiq dastanlarina hasr olunmus miniatirler
yaradilmisdi. Bununla yanasi miniatlir snanalerine sadiq olaraq kitab grafikasinda sn
¢ox islenan miniatlrler bu glin de 6z aksini yazigilarin, sairlerin asarlarinds tapir. Bizim
doévrimizde bir gox miniatiir ressamlari ananalerimizi qorunub-saxlamaga ve galacek
nasile 6tirmaya calisiriar.

Hesab edirem kimi, miniatir senstinin bdyik gelaceyi vardir, bu sahads mivafig
tedbirlerin gérulmesi vacibdir ve miniatlr sensti ile zengin olan digar 6lkslarle bu sanatin
gorunmasina dair birge tegsbblsler ireli surtimalidir. Bununla slagsdar, miniatir
senatinin bir nega 6lkalenin irsi kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri-maddi medani irs Uzre
Reprezentativ siyahisina teqdim edilmasini tamamils dsstekleyir ve YUNESKO
tersfinden bu elementin tanidiimasinda kémaklik géstermayinizi xahis edirom.

Hormetls,

Arif Hiseynov
Azsrbaycan Respublikasinin Xalq ressami



Unofficial translation

Director-General of UNESCO
Mrs. Audrey Azoulay

Letter of consent
Dear Ms Director-General,

The multi-aspect Azerbaijani traditional fine arts have gone through a rich development path.
One of its interesting and rich aspects is the art of miniature.

The miniature school in Azerbaijan is one of the most advanced miniature schools. Azerbaijani
miniature art was created for the greatest works of eastern literature in the 11-12th centuries.
After creating the manuscripts of poets, philosophers and thinkers such as Nizami Ganjavi,
Mahsati Ganjavi, and others, miniature masters created illustrations that breathed life into these
works. It should be noted that the greatest development of miniature art is related to Shah
Ismayil's era in the 16th century. Shah Ismayil united and supported poets, musicians and
artists around him. Among them were such prominent personalities as Kamaleddin Behzad,
Sultan Mohammad, Mir Seyid Ali, Sheikhzadeh, Mir Moussevir aind others, who were great
miniature masters and worked in the palace libraries and created fascinating art works.

A new era in the development of Azerbaijani miniature art began in the 19th century and in the
early 20th centuries. During that period, famous artists Amir Hajiyev, Kazim Kazimzade and
Salam Salamzade created interesting works of the miniature art. At the same time, artists
continued creation of miniatures around the plot of Azerbaijani folklore, national traditions,
holidays, tales, legends, folk epics and sagas. At the same time and based on miniature
traditions, artists created miniatures for books, which are still used in the works of today's writers
and poets. In our time, many miniature artists try to keep their fraditions and transmit them to
future generations.

| think that the miniature art has great future, and it is important to take appropriate safeguarding
measures in this field, as well as joint initiatives for the maintaining of this art togsther with other
countries, which still have practitioners of this art. In this regard, 1 fully support the submission of
the Miniature art to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage as an
element shared by several countries and kindly ask UNESCQO to contribute to the promotion of
this element.

Sincerely,
Arif Huseynov
People’s artist of the Republic of Azerbaijan



