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UNIT 42
Hand-out 2.a:

FInal Bridges nomination
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
in Need of Urgent Safeguarding
Instructions for completing the nomination form are available at
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/forms
Nominations not complying with those instructions and those found below will be considered incomplete and cannot be accepted.
States Parties are further encouraged to consult the aide-mémoire for completing a nomination to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding available on the same webpage.
	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	 Glaristan in East Asia

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Khidi-Shi, traditional bridge building in the South Eastern Province of Glaristan .

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable

Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language, corresponding to its official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Khidi-Shi, traditional bridge building in the South Eastern Province of Glaristan  [in the local language and script]

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	[Khidi-Shi, traditional skills for building covered wooden bridges in the South Eastern Province – in the official language of Glaristan.]

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The community concerned comprises the people in rural parts of South Eastern Province where the wooden bridges are located. They still use the bridges to cross gorges and rivers on foot, and for rituals and social events, and are willing to contribute towards their maintenance.

The people most directly involved in the practice of Khidi-Shi are master bridge builders, nowadays numbering only about ten, who design and oversee the building of the wooden bridges. The bridge building masters train their own apprentices and employ and oversee specialist woodworkers and stonemasons. The masters and their apprentices belong to one of four ‘bridge-building clans’. The current leaders and representatives of these clans are Messrs. AB, CD, EF and GH. The other woodworkers and stonemasons employed on Khidi-Shi, numbering about 70 today, generally retain only a loose association with one of the clans. Working on the bridges is no longer their main occupation.

[Word count = 150]

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Khidi-Shi (the building of covered wooden bridges) is practised mainly between 000 East longitude and 000 North latitude; most of the bridges are located in the South Eastern Province of our country (and a few in country Y). The community concerned lives near the bridges. These bridges were all originally located in rural areas, but some of them are now, due to urbanization, located in recently developed towns. Some master bridge builders and apprentices and most woodworkers and stonemasons nowadays live in the cities of the province where many of them work in the construction industry.
[Word count = 96]

	E.
Domain(s) represented by the element

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s) 

	F.
Contact person for correspondence

	F.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Note: details such as names and addresses have been omitted from this sample nomination.
Family name:


Given name:


Institution/position:

Khidi-Shi coordinator, South Eastern Province, Department of Culture
Address:


Telephone number:


E-mail address:


Other relevant i

formation:




	F.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion U.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,

d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	Since the tenth century CE, Khidi-Shi, the skill of building arched and covered wooden bridges, has been practised in what is now the South Eastern Province of our country. Master bridge builders pass on these skills to their apprentices within specific clans. Only four of these clans still function today. The bridge-building process is orchestrated by a master, assisted by his apprentice(s), and implemented by at least six specialist woodworkers and two or three stonemasons.

At present, there are over 100 covered wooden bridges of different ages and sizes in the South Eastern Province. Researchers estimate that there have never been more than about 250 bridges at the same time in this area. Several of them are listed as National Cultural Heritage sites, and the skills required to design, build and maintain them are inscribed on the National Inventory of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the country.

The bridge-building masters and others involved in the building of the bridges still consider their art an important aspect of their professional lives, although commissions for bridge building and maintenance have decreased sharply. While the bridges cannot carry heavy, modern vehicles, nearby communities still use them for communication and transport, and as venues for social gatherings such as harvest festivals. The bridges house religious shrines where residents can worship their gods through regular rituals and prayer. The bridges satisfy residents’ needs for a harmonious, prosperous and disaster-free environment in terms of feng shui beliefs. The associated communities thus regard the bridges as an integral part of their lives and identity.

The bridges are usually built over streams or valleys to ease communication between neighbouring villages. Traffic flow, feng shui considerations and terrain are considered in the selection of sites for building the bridges. Skills needed for building and maintaining the wooden bridges include knowledge of woodworking (beam weaving, mortise and tenon joints) and structural mechanics, the use of tools of traditional architecture (sawhorses, rulers, etc.), and an understanding of the natural environment. Bridge-building masters use various types of arches in bridge design, depending on the natural surroundings, the availability of building materials, the hydrology and other physical circumstances of the site. Depending on projected daily traffic and other social purposes for which the bridge will be used, the passageway on the bridge may have single or double eaves, two or four columns.

Construction is done without the assistance of heavy machinery and includes sawing the wood, and building abutments, arch supports, and corridors. The arch supports are the most important part of the construction process, using ‘beam-weaving’ technology. Mortise and tenon joints are used in the construction of the arched bridge to form it into a complete and solid whole.

The craftsmanship associated with bridge building has been transmitted over generations through apprenticeship within a bridge-building clan; apprentices learn their skill through oral instruction and demonstration. In recognition of the role of woodworking masters, their names and their bridge-building pedigree are written on each bridge upon completion. Master woodworkers undertake bridge-building projects across and beyond the Province, and sometimes they work together on the same project. These projects have encouraged the exchange of knowledge and skills between master bridge builders. At present, bridge building masters Messrs. AB, CD, EF and GH of the South Eastern Province are the acknowledged representatives of the four bridge-building clans.

Khidi-Shi skills and tools have been continuously adapted and improved over the centuries, and various changes have occurred in the design of the bridges. The bridges are nowadays appreciated not only by local people but also by new residents of the villages and visitors to the Province.

The element is compatible with the requirements of human rights and sustainable development, fostering collaboration and communication between rural communities and professional bridge builders. The wood used in the construction and maintenance of the bridges was traditionally sustainably harvested from forests specially maintained for this purpose, although nowadays not all bridges have associated forest areas.

[Word count = 654]

	2.
Need for urgent safeguarding

	For Criterion U.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is in urgent need of safeguarding because its viability is at risk despite the efforts of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals and State(s) Party(ies) concerned’.
Describe the current level of viability of the element, particularly the frequency and extent of its practice, the strength of traditional modes of its transmission, the demographics of its practitioners and audiences and its sustainability.

Identify and describe the threats to the element’s continued transmission and enactment and describe the severity and immediacy of those threats. The threats described here should be specific to the element concerned, not generic factors that would be applicable to any intangible heritage.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	With the recent massive increase in trade in the region and the need for heavy transport vehicles, the bridges have begun to play a reduced role in rural trade and communication. They no longer meet all the transport needs of rural residents. Fewer Khidi-Shi wooden bridges are built or maintained because new iron and steel bridges that can carry heavy vehicles are stronger and cheaper to build. Building wooden bridges is now more expensive than building bridges using newer construction methods.

There are special timber requirements for Khidi-Shi bridge building and repair, requirements that cannot always be easily met given the current shortage of timber of the types required. The timber should ideally be fir, over 30 years old. Some other wood, including pine, is also used. The value of existing wooden bridges to the communities living near them will be threatened if they fall into disrepair and cannot be fixed.

The skills to build and repair these bridges may be lost, alongside the bridges themselves, if no special measures are taken to safeguard them. In the past, building and repairing covered wooden bridges was the most important source of income to the clans of bridge builders. Today, traditional bridge-building skills are less in demand and learning these skills is thus less attractive to new apprentices. At present, only about ten masters are left, most of who are over 70 years old. Together they have fewer than 20 apprentices, and there are only about 70 woodworkers and stonemasons. With a decreasing demand for bridge-building skills, woodworkers and stonemasons have had to take up general carpentry, masonry or other jobs.

The rural communities of the province continue to value the remaining covered wooden bridges for social and religious reasons, even though their role in transport has diminished. Those who have the specific skills to build bridges (woodworkers, stonemasons and master woodworkers) continue to value these high-status skills and are eager to transmit them. Rural residents have always respected the woodworking masters.

Therefore, some municipalities in the South Eastern Province have continued to raise funds for repairing bridges and for requesting bridge-building masters and their men to work on their bridges. Local governments and businesses also give some funds and technical support to ensure the maintenance of bridges – in particular, of the few bridges that happen to be located in urban environments. All parties involved agreed that a safeguarding plan is required to help rural communities and bridge-building masters to safeguard the skills associated with bridge building and repair bridges, thus allowing local communities to continue using the bridges for transport, rituals and festive events, and to occasionally build new ones.

[Word count = 439]

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion U.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may enable the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned to continue the practice and transmission of the element’. The nomination should include sufficient information to permit the Evaluation Body and Committee to assess the ‘feasibility and sufficiency of the safeguarding plan’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element
The feasibility of safeguarding depends in large part on the aspirations and commitment of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned. Describe past and current efforts of the concerned communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals to ensure the viability of the element.
Describe also past and current efforts of the concerned State(s) Party(ies) to safeguard the element, taking note of external or internal constraints, such as limited resources.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Past initiatives from 2009 to 2011 included: representatives of the four master woodworkers’ clans actively cooperated in a project initiated by the provincial government investigating the locations and the state of covered wooden bridges and the viability of the craftsmanship required for building and maintaining the bridges. Many historical documents, tools and information on existing arrangements for maintaining the bridges were also collected. This activity was later found to be counterproductive to the safeguarding of the element and the items were returned.

Ten master woodworkers were identified by the four bridge building clans as the only remaining Khidi-Shi bridge-building masters. The government of the South Eastern Province began supporting them in instructing their apprentices. A digital database about the bridge-building craft was set up for the use of bridge-building apprentices and their masters. The government ordered a bridge to be built over a gorge in a new part of the centre of the provincial capital and provided funds for two more to be repaired.

A website was designed by the provincial tourism authorities to inform the public about the bridges. Information about Khidi-Shi, the bridge builders, the bridges and their function in rural society has been disseminated through coverage on TV and in newspapers. Tourists now visit some of the bridges.
 [Word count = 211]

	3.b.
Safeguarding plan proposed
This section should identify and describe a feasible and sufficient safeguarding plan that, within a time-frame of approximately four years, would respond to the need for urgent safeguarding and substantially enhance the viability of the element, if implemented. It is important that the safeguarding plan contain concrete measures and activities that adequately respond to the identified threats to the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities. States Parties are reminded to present safeguarding plans and budgets that are proportionate to the resources that can realistically be mobilized by the submitting State and that can feasibly be accomplished within the time period foreseen. Provide detailed information as follows:

a. What primary objective(s) will be addressed and what concrete results will be expected?

b. What are the key activities to be carried out in order to achieve these expected results? Describe the activities in detail and in their best sequence, addressing their feasibility.

c. Describe the mechanisms for the full participation of communities, groups or, if appropriate, individuals in the proposed safeguarding measures. Provide as detailed as possible information about the communities, in particular, practitioners and their roles in implementing safeguarding measures. The description should cover not only the participation of the communities as beneficiaries of technical and financial support, but also their active participation in the planning and implementation of all of the activities.

d. Describe the competent body with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element, and its human resources available for implementing the safeguarding plan. (Contact information is to be provided in point 3.c below.)
e. Provide evidence that the State(s) Party(ies) concerned has the commitment to support the safeguarding plan by creating favourable conditions for its implementation.
f. Provide a timetable for the proposed activities and estimate the funds required for their implementation (if possible, in US dollars), identifying any available resources (governmental sources, in-kind community inputs, etc.).
Not fewer than 1,000 or more than 2,000 words

	The bridge-building masters and their apprentices are dedicated to the safeguarding of Khidi-Shi, building new bridges and maintaining existing ones. The local population continues to attach great value to the bridges and to the skills of those who make them. A safeguarding plan was developed with the assistance of master bridge builders and other practitioners, such as woodworkers and stonemasons, and researchers, local authorities and the Department of Culture, through a series of workshops in 2012. The masters continue to be involved in setting up sites for practice, enrolling apprentices and teaching the craft.

After Khidi-Shi was included in the National Inventory of ICH (see Section 5), the provincial and municipal governments and the cultural authorities at the national level have made commitments for investment in the medium-term plan for safeguarding the bridge-building skills. The Department of Culture guaranteed financial assistance for the plan below (tabled in decision 345 of 2012) to safeguard the element as part of its commitment to fulfilling its obligations under the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Local governments of the areas concerned will pool their resources together to maintain, repair and build such bridges, undertake to enhance the use of the cultural space of the bridges, and thus provide continuous local support to sustain the craft and cultural and social practices related to the bridges. Local communities and the private sector have also promised funding for this safeguarding plan – repairing an existing bridge on average takes between US$40,000 and 80,000; a new bridge may cost up to US$250,000.

This plan includes steps to conduct further research to take account of the importance of the bridges in local planning mechanisms; finance those who seek to learn the craft; encourage the maintenance of existing structures as well as designate locations for new bridge building; and protect the supplies of wood, in order to maintain the element’s viability.
The specific safeguarding measures are as follows:

Research and documentation for safeguarding: Data gathered in the research process detailed above, and through a planned symposium on Maintaining Wooden Arch Bridges, will be made available in a special documentation centre, for further elaboration, storage and dissemination. The centre will be housed in the main library of the provincial capital, which has a good outreach programme and will provide easy access to the communities concerned. This process will help decision-makers and researchers to determine, together with the bridge-building masters, where safeguarding interventions should start. This exercise will cost US$50,000 in additional government expenditure, and will be managed by the regional government’s heritage department. The information gathered will also be used as part of an awareness-raising campaign about the bridges (see below).

Transmission of skills and protection of bridges:

(i)
Bridge-building masters and apprentices will be financially assisted during training. US$10,000 will be made available per clan per year between 2013 and 2017. These costs will be covered by US$200,000 promised in private sector investment.

(ii)
Bridges that require work will be rebuilt or renovated in the traditional manner. The first project, scheduled for 2013, involves the provincial government of the South Eastern Province, communities and local municipalities providing finance to rebuild and repair four bridges. This project will ensure the bridges survive intact, continue to meet community needs, and offer an opportunity for masters to practise the craft and to train apprentices. The project will cost US$275,000 in total, of which US$200,000 will come from provincial government heritage and transport budgets, and the rest from local funding. The project will be managed by a working group staffed by the heritage and transport departments of the provincial government. After 2015 the repair project will be evaluated before proceeding.

Promotion of the functions of bridges: The government of the South Eastern Province will include the bridges as a cultural landmark and a social issue in the development plans, as they remain popular for traditional community festivals and are increasingly popular as wedding and party venues. This latter function will be enhanced through local advertising. Existing budgets will cover these costs.
Sustainability of timber supply: The central government, led by the Department of the Environment, will secure and maintain forest areas to ensure sufficient and appropriate wood is available for the construction and repair of the bridges, based on a plan drawn up in 2011. The cost, about US$300,000 a year, will be covered by existing forestry budgets in provincial government.

Raising awareness: A curriculum pack for teaching in urban and rural schools in the country will include information on Khidi-Shi techniques, the bridges themselves, and their importance to local communities. The curriculum will use scale models of the bridges, thus ensuring the bridges (and the skills to build them) are appreciated by urban youth as well as rural communities. This activity will cost US$100,000 in additional government expenditure, and be managed by the provincial authorities and the Department of Education.

General information about Khidi-Shi and the bridges will continue to be disseminated to tourists and the general public through the website and media coverage mentioned in Section 3.a. The cost, about US$15,000 a year, will be covered by tourism budgets in the provincial government.

[Word count = 854]

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

South Eastern Province, Department of Culture
Name and title of the contact person:

Khidi-Shi project coordinator
Address:


Telephone number:


E-mail address:


Other relevant information:




	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process 

	For Criterion U.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages.

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all concerned parties, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Representatives of the four clans of master bridge builders and various woodworkers and stonemasons participated in the development of this nomination file and the associated safeguarding project through a series of meetings in 2011 and 2012. The master bridge builders provided their clan records and information about the apprenticeship process. They and the woodworkers and stonemasons discussed the need to safeguard Khidi-Shi skills, provided photos and further information about the bridges for the nomination file, and were involved in video production.

Members of local communities also assisted in the preparation of this nomination through public meetings held during 2012 in most of the villages where covered wooden bridges are found. The members of the four clans of master bridge builders, woodworkers and stonemasons and local community representatives were enthusiastic about the possible wider recognition of their heritage in this way. They committed to each contribute in their own way to the transmission of the skills and knowledge involved in Khidi-Shi and in the maintenance of the bridges.
[Word count = 167]

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimen of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Representatives of the four master bridge-building clans, of stonemasons and woodworkers, and of the literate rural communities living near the bridges signed their names on the attached document to indicate their knowledge of the nomination process and its implications, and their freely given consent to the nomination file.
[Word count = 48]

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words 

	Knowledge about Khidi-Shi is transmitted primarily within specific clans. Master bridge builders thus need to authorize the appointment of apprentices who are not already members of these clans and control broader access to the knowledge they possess. Respect for this customary practice regarding access to knowledge will be encouraged in the selection of apprentices funded through the government programme, and in visibility and documentation activities.

It is not customary to take photos of traditional rituals that take place on the bridges and it was agreed that this practice would be respected when making or presenting information about the element and the bridges.
[Word count = 102]


	4.d.
Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. Name of the entity

b. Name and title of the contact person

c. Address
d. Telephone number
e. E-mail

f. Other relevant information

	Name and title of the contact person: Master bridge builders Messrs. AB, CD, EF and GH

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion U.5, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention’.

a. Indicate below:

· when the element has been included in the inventory, which should be prior to the submission of the nomination to the Secretariat (31 March),
· its reference,

· the inventory in which the element has been included,

· the office, agency, organization or body responsible for maintaining that inventory,

· how the inventory has been drawn up ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11(b) of the Convention),

· how the inventory is regularly updated (Article 12 of the Convention).

b. Documentary evidence shall also be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different. The extract should be, for example, the inventory record or file for the nominated element, including its description, location, community(ies), viability, and so on. It may be complemented by a reference below to a functioning hyperlink through which such an inventory may be accessed, but the hyperlink alone is not sufficient.
The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, a submitting State Party may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but has already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The element ‘Khidi-Shi, Skills for building covered wooden bridges’ was included in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage as item No. 00012, in 2011. The inventory is managed by the Department of Culture.

The inventory entry concerning Khidi-Shi was based on the documentation project discussed above, and was thus drawn up with the active participation of the master bridge builders’ clans, and the relevant rural communities in the South Eastern Province. The information to be included in the publicly accessible part of the inventory was sent to them well before a meeting on 4 February 2011 in which final adjustments were made and the text to be included on the inventory’s website was approved by community members present.

The National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage is currently a work-in-progress, but even before the first phase is complete, the information about included elements will be updated on an ongoing basis, at least every eight years or as new information comes to light.

The inventory entry is attached.
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	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)
The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of concerned community is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition
 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

cession(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)
Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audio-visual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Ch.Z. 1986. Ancient Bridges in the South Eastern Province, Capital Press.

Z.M. 2000. ‘Khidi-Shi’, The History of Science and Technology, vol. 14, Science Press.

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:


Title:
Date:

Signature:



	Name(s), title(s) and signature(s) of other official(s) (For multi-national nominations only)

	


FINAL BRIDGES NOMINATION

Letters of Consent
[English Translation]

Master bridge builders
South East Province

Glaristan 
15 September 2012

LETTER OF CONSENT


We, the representatives of the four clans of master bridge builders are proud that our traditional craftsmanship will be submitted for inscription as “Khidi-Shi, traditional bridge building” in our Province on the Urgent Safeguarding List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.


We are ready to ensure the safeguarding and developing of this traditional craftsmanship of our ancestors by training apprentices and participating in the renovation of bridges in the traditional manner. We pledge to support school programmes to raise awareness on the Khidi-Shi techniques.

We hope that our bridge building craftsmanship will be well-introduced at the international level and will more attract the attention of peoples of other countries.

Signed by

Messrs. AX, BY, HT, RM

Clan Heads

[English Translation]

Stone Masons

South East Province

Glaristan 
2 September 2012

LETTER OF CONSENT


We, the Stone Masons of South East Province have been working in close collaboration with the Bridge Builders in Glaristan  for the past decades. We have diligently passed on our stone masonry skills to the youth in our respective communities and are proud to see that our tradition and identity have continued to date.

We know of the threats that face our heritage, and we are happy to give our full consent for the inscription of “Khidi-Shi, traditional bridge building in the South Eastern Province of Glaristan ” on the Urgent Safeguarding List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.


We look forward to participating in future plans to safeguard and promote the “Khidi-Shi, traditional bridge building” to people within our nation and beyond.

Signed by

	
No
	Family name, surname birth
	Signature
	Date of Signature

	1
	Salim Giyozoda
	Signed
	August 2012

	2
	Olufta Govani
	Signed
	August 2012

	3
	Salima Ahmed
	Signed
	August 2012

	3
	Ozoda Ali 
	Signed
	August 2012

	4
	Mohrukhsor Z T
	Signed
	August 2012

	5
	Savronbi H R
	Signed
	August 2012

	6
	Nurbi Sa' Mohammed
	Signed
	August 2012

	7
	Dilorom Mansurova
	Signed
	August 2012

	8
	Safargul Nazarova
	Signed
	August 2012

	9
	Noziramoh Mirmatova
	Signed
	August 2012

	10
	Noziramoh Rajiv
	Signed
	August 2012


[English Translation]

Woodworkers

South East Province

Glaristan 
25 September 2012

LETTER OF CONSENT


We are the Woodworkers, specialist of representatives of Khidi-Shi. We are very happy and proud that our skills are being recognized and that “Khidi-Shi, traditional bridge building” will be submitted for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.


Signed by

Messrs MTJ


Messrs. PTW

 
Messrs. RJT

Village N



Village R



Village Y

Messrs IRP


Messrs. PQ

 
Messrs. ZOV

Village M



Village P



Village I

[English Translation]

VILLAGE OF TRM

South Eastern Province

Glaristan 
28 September 2012

Subject: Proceeding free, prior and informed consent to the nomination


The village of TRM grants free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element “Khidi-Shi, traditional bridge building” to be submitted for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.

We are the proud owners and users of the bridge in village TRM. This bridge is a good example of Khidi-Shi and we are so happy that such an example of our ancestral skills will be safeguarded and that therefore we will able to continue with our feng chui rituals around the bridges to worship our gods.

Signed by

Mrs JRT Ali, Retired Teacher

On behalf of Community TRM

[Similar consent letters are provided by communities in another 12 villages]

FINAL BRIDGES NOMINATION
Extract from inventory
[Translated into English]

THE REPUBLIC OF GLARISTAN 
AN EXTRACT FROM THE NATIONAL INVENTORY OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Item no.00012/2011

Year of Inventory 
2011


Name of element: 
“Khidi-Shi, skills for building covered wooden bridges”


Geographical location: South Eastern Province

Chapter 5 -Traditional Craftsmanship

Short Description

Since the tenth century CE, Khidi-Shi, the skill of building arched and covered wooden bridges, has been practised in what is now the South-Eastern Province of our country. Master bridge builders pass on these skills to their apprentices within specific clans. Only four of these clans still function today. The bridge-building process is orchestrated by a master, assisted by his apprentice(s), and implemented by at least six specialist woodworkers and two or three stonemasons. At present, there are over 100 covered wooden bridges of different ages and sizes in the South-Eastern Province. Researchers estimate that there have never been more than about 250 bridges at the same time in this area.

Approved by

[Signed]

Director
Department of Culture

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sports

Glaristan 
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United Nations
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