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Item 14 of the Provisional Agenda:

Celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	Summary

At its third session in June 2010, the General Assembly invited the Committee to consider ways of celebrating the year 2013 as the tenth anniversary of the Convention and to submit to its fourth session in June 2012 a programme and schedule for the celebration. The Committee may wish to consider inviting States Parties to indicate activities that they may undertake during the year 2013 to commemorate the anniversary. 
Decision required: paragraph 7


1. The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage was adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its 32nd session on 17 October 2003. Three months after the deposit with the Director-General of the thirtieth instrument of acceptance, it entered into force on 20 April 2006. As at 17 August 2010, 129 States have already ratified the Convention, and many others are preparing to follow suit. 
2. In its young life, the Convention has already seen a number of substantial achievements. Between 2006 and 2008 the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage prepared an initial set of operational directives for the implementation of the Convention, adopted in June 2008 by the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention. The Committee continued to elaborate additional chapters of the Directives in 2009 and 2010, and these were adopted, together with amendments to the original directives, by the third session of the General Assembly in June 2010. Basing their actions upon these directives, States Parties have enthusiastically taken up the implementation of the Convention at the national level, and the Committee has put into motion the mechanisms for international cooperation established by the Convention.
3. In November 2008, the Committee incorporated into the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity the 90 items formerly proclaimed ‘Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity’. In October 2009, the Committee made the first new inscriptions on that List and the Urgent Safeguarding List, and selected projects for the Register of best practices. Twelve endangered elements were inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and 76 more elements were inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The Committee also selected three programmes, projects or activities as best reflecting the principles and objectives of the Convention. Furthermore, the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, established by the Convention, allowed granting of a number of international assistance requests assisting States Parties to implement the Convention concretely, calling upon international expertise and allowing the participation of 65 experts in intangible cultural heritage to participate in the sessions of the Committee. 
4. The year 2013 will mark the tenth anniversary of the Convention. At its third session, the General Assembly of the States Parties decided that ‘the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention will be an occasion for the international community engaged in safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage to conduct an initial assessment and identify the main challenges, constraints and opportunities related to the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage’ (Resolution 3.GA 10). The Assembly also invited the Committee to submit to it at its fourth session in June 2012 a programme and schedule for the celebration of the anniversary. 
5. States Parties and the international community may consider seizing the opportunity to assess whether the Convention since its creation has helped to advance its objectives, to reflect on impacts of the Convention for different stakeholders, to identify challenges and to explore future opportunities to further the effectiveness of the Convention. The Committee may wish to encourage States Parties in turn to facilitate and support this process of reflection at the national, regional and subregional, and international levels through activities such as symposia, workshops, public forums or seminars.

6. The tenth anniversary may also be an occasion for States Parties to implement effectively Chapter IV.1 of the Operational Directives on raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage. Considering the central role that intangible cultural heritage bearers and communities play in safeguarding their own intangible cultural heritage, the anniversary offers States Parties an unparalleled opportunity to actively involve communities in planning and organizing various awareness raising activities, such as media campaigns, exhibitions, festivals on intangible cultural heritage, as well as public recognition of bearers and practitioners of intangible cultural heritage. 

7. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 5.COM 14
The Committee,
1. Having examined Document ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/14,
2. Recalling Resolution 3.GA 10,
3. Noting that in 2013 the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage will celebrate its tenth anniversary, 
4. Further noting that the tenth anniversary will be an occasion for the international community to conduct an initial assessment and to identify main challenges, constraints and opportunities related to the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,
5. Considering that Chapter IV.1 of the Operational Directives describes a multitude of ways in which awareness could be raised locally, nationally, as well as internationally and that the anniversary will also be an occasion to organize activities in order to raise awareness of the importance of the intangible cultural heritage,
6. Invites States Parties to consider how the tenth anniversary of the Convention could be celebrated at the local, national, regional and subregional, as well as international levels, and to submit information to the Secretariat on such events and activities that they wish to develop and carry out;
7. Requests the Secretariat to submit to the sixth session of the Committee in 2011 a programme and schedule for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention, comprising the various activities to be undertaken by the States Parties. 

