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(UNESCO)

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

"Dede Qorqud" is one of the oldest examples of the intangible heritage of Azerbaijan. "Dede
Qorqud" is of great importance in learning the history of our language, literature, dastan
creativity and the history of our culture. "Dede Qorqud" epos reflects the history of the Oghuz
Turk communities, as a world of high humanistic ideals, has by right entered into the spiritual
treasury of communities far beyond our country and occupies a special place in the world
heritage.

Being the main epic of Turkic communities, including Azerbaijanis, Dede Qorqud epic’s
cultural value cannot be underestimated. The Dede Qorqud epic, which was created at least
1,300 years ago, is considered to be an indispensable source of study of the lifestyle,
customs and traditions of Oghuz communities, their ethnography, psychology, language,
literary and generally creative thinking. Dede Qorqud also reflects the level of development of
musical traditions, social responsibilities and power distribution within communities, speaks
about ancient musical instruments and musical expressions. Dede Qorqud is a folk epic of
patriotism, self-consciousness of communities thoughout the history, transmitted from
generation to generation. It helps to form a sense of identity and heritage for the respective
communities.

Therefore, we support the initiative of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of
Azerbaijan to include the Dede Qorqud epos as a heritage of several countries in the
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Kind regards,
ANAR

Chairman of Azerbaijani Union of Writers
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YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktoru
xamim Irina Bokovaya

Hormoatli Irina xamm!

“Dads Qorqud" Azsrbaycamn qeyri-maddi madani irsinin ¢ox gadim nitmunalarindan
biridir. "Dads Qorqud" dilimizin, adobiyyatimizin, dastan yaradicihiimizin, {imumiyyatls
madaniyyatimizin tarixini Syranmskda bdyitk shamiyysta malikdir. Oguz tiirklarinin tarixini aks
etdiran "Dads Qorqud" dastani yiiksak bogeri ideallarin toranniimgiisit kimi dilnya xalqlannin
manavi sarvatlar xazinasins daxil olmugdur va diinya irsinda xiisusi yer tutur.

Tiirk xalglarinin, o ciimloden azarbaycanhlarin -ana kitabi sayilan "Dada Qorqud”
dastanlarmmin  madani shamiyysti ¢ox bdyiikdiir. On az1 1300 il bundan gabaq meydana galmis
Dads Qorqud dastanlari gadim oguzlarin hayat tarzini, adst va snsnalarini, etnoqrafiya,
psixologiya, dil, adabiyyat vs Umumiyyatls badii tofokkiir xisusiyyatlerini &yranmak
baximindan avazsiz bir qaynaq hesab edilir. "Dada Qorqud"” boylari hamginin o zamanlar musiqi
sanatinin inkisaf saviyyasi, ictimai vazifalori va tesir qiivvasi haqqnda da mitayyan tasavviirlar
yaradir, qadim galg1 alstlorini, musiqi ilo bagli maraqh ifads va deyimlari aks etdirir. "Dada
Qorqud" eposu biitlin dovrlar tiglin vatonparvarliyi, milli manlik stiurunu teranniim edan xalq
dastanui olaraq qalir, nasildsn-nasile &tiriiliir va aidiyysti icmalara 8zlinomaxsusluq v irsilik
hissini formalasdirmaga kémak edir.

Buna goire da biz “Dads Qorqud” dastaninin bir ne¢a 8lkanin irsi kimi YUNESKO-nun
Qeyri-maddi moadani irs (zrs Reprezentativ siyahisina daxil edilmasi li¢tin Azarbaycan

Respublikas: Madaniyyat va Turizm Nazirliyinin miivafiq tagabbiisiini dastaklayirik.

Hormatla, , ANAR

Azarbaycan Yazgilar
Birliyinin sadri



Ms Irina Bokova

Director-General of
UNESCO

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

Our organization has been active in various initiatives and projects to safeguard and develop
diverse elements of culture in Azerbaijan since its creation.

The epic of Dede Qorqud is one of the greatest traditional expressions that unveils the
spectacular and magnificent history of the entire Turkic world. It is the chronicle, an oral
encyclopedia of of Turkic communities.

Dede Qorqud is a heroic epic. Its stories refer to the early period of the Middle Ages. Stories
are narrated by the elder, ozan of the people — Dede Qorqud. The epic contains a huge
number of importants aspects the life of Oghuz communities, such as military battles, beliefs
and meetings, peace and war times, traditions and customs. It speaks about nomadic and
sedentary way of life in a very artistic way.

Every story of Dede Qorqud speaks about the heroic character of Oghuz communities. Dede
Qorqud is the heritage of Azerbaijani communities, their ‘treasure of words'.

Love for motherland, native land of the Oghuz, playing the key role in the epic "Dede Qorqud,
is above everything else. They are ready to sacrifice their lives for the sake of their elderly. In
their spirit, the Oghuz would not attack someone else's land or violate their borders. On sad
days, the love of the Motherland makes the communities forget their misfortune and unite
among themselves. When the Oghuzs find themselves in difficulty, they seek refuge in God
and call on the God to help them. "Dede Qorqud" is a tradition of the Oghuz communities, is
the tradition of Azerbaijani people and other Turkic communities, transmitted from generation
to generation for centuries.

We highly support the inclusion of Dede Qorqud epic on UNESCO's Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage as cultural heritage of several countries and ask UNESCO to
support this proposal as well.

Sincerely yours,

Fuad Mammadov

Chairman of Simurg Culture Association
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xanim lrina Bokovaya

Hérmatli xanim Bokova,

Bizim teskilat tosis olundugu zamandan beri Azerbaycanda medaniyystin an mixtslif
unsirlerinin inkisafina dair miixtslif tagebbls ve layihalerle bagdli fealiyystde bulunmagdadir.

Tekco Azerbaycan xalqinin deyil, butin Turk dunyasinin méhtegam ve szematli tarixini
yagadan, onu bu ginimizse qovusduran ulu senat niimunslerindsn biri ds "Dadsa Qorqud®
eposudur. Bu badii séz xazinasi tlrk icmalarinin salnamasi, sifahi hayat ensiklopediyasidir.

"Dade Qorqud” bahadirliq ve gshremanliq dastanidir. Buradaki boylar orta ssrlarin ilkin
¢adlannin  hayatl ilo saslegir. Shvalatlar el adsaqqali, el ozani Dads-Qorqudun dilinden
sdylenilir. ©serda oguzlarin harbi ylrasleri, inam ve gérigleri, bang ve savaglari, adet ve
ananalari, kdgari ve oturaq hayat bedii gekilde 8z sksini tapmigdir.

"Dade Qorqud®un her bir boyunda bir ofuz igidinin gehremanhdindan danigilir. "Dads
Qorqud” Azerbaycan xalqinin sanst elementidir, icmalarin séz xszinssidir.

"Dads Qorqud” dastaninda asas rol oynayan oguzlar Ggln yurd, Vatan sevgisi, torpaq har
seyden ylksak ve ezizdir. Onlar her an dojma el-oba ugrunda canlarindan kegmays
hazirdilar. Oduzlar 6z qonsularina qargi da marddirler. Onlar bagqgasinin torpagina hiicum
etmir, sarhadlerini pozmurlar. Dar giinds Vatsn sevgisi oguzlara 6z aralarindaki incikliyi ds
unutdurur, onlan birlegdirir. Oduzlar ¢atine dugends tanriya siginir, onu kémeye c¢agririar.
Tann da her defe oguzlarin kdmayi olur, onlan ¢atinlikisrdan ¢ixarir. "Dade Qorqud”
oguzlann dastana ¢evrilmis sifahi enanasidir ve Azarbaycanda ve diger turkdilli 6lkelerde
icmalar terafinden nasildan-nasile étardlir.

Biz Dede Qorqud eposunun bir nega 6lke ila birge madsni irs kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri-
maddi Madani Irs Reprezentativ siyahisina taqdim edilmesina etiraz etmirik va YUNESKO
tarafindan bu teklifin destakianmasini xahig edirik.

Hormatls,

Simurq Beynalxalq Madaniyyst L —_—
Assosiasiyasinin Prezidenti et :i m‘?’,@rﬁ"——/ Fuad Mammadov
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Lel 17 80V, 2017

i Mrs Irina Bokova

Director General of
UNESCO

Distinguished Mrs Director General,

The epic "Dede Qorqud" is one of the oldest elements of the Azerbaijani heritage. According
to oral tradition transmitted from generation to generation by communities, the authorship of
the epic is attributed to Dede Qorqud. The epic underlines that Dede Qorqud lived at the time
of Prophet Mochammad. Dede Qorqud, who played an important role in oral tradition, helps
people in difficult times and guides them with his wise advice. Dede Qorqud's name is also
associated with ancient music gopuz tradition. The epic tells about heroes of older and
younger generations, the heroic spirit is the cornerstone of it. The epic bears in itself
traditions when it was created - nomadic lifestyle, culture of communities, their history and
rich ethnographic information.

We would like to note that the epic "Dede Qorqud" is also notable for the high respect it
shows to women. The heroic spirit of the epic is also evident in the behavior of female
characters. The character of mother in the epic is particularly striking. It is presented as a
symbol of the homeland and her words are as respected as the words of the God. Being an
indispensable part of community knowledge transmitted through centuries, Dede Qorqud is
notable of its language, which is rich in creative expressions. These experssions use
abundantly, skillfully and efficiently all the subtleties of communities’ language, proverbs, and
idiomatic expressions. Dede Qorqud plays an important role in shaping the identity of
Azerbaijani communities. Our organization supports the inclusion of Dede Qorqud epos as a
common heritage of the Turkic communities and is ready to take an active part in the
activities aiming at safegurading the epic.

Sincerely yours,

T.A. Mammadov
Chairman of Creative Solutions (Yaradici Teshebbusler)

Public Union
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YUNESKO-nun Bas Direktorq
xanim irina Bokovaya

Hormatli xanim Bokova,

"Dada Qorqud" eposu Azarbaycan xalq irsinin an gadim elementlarindan biridir.
Nasildan-nasils 6tiiriilan biliya gora, "Dada Qorqud” dastaninin miallifliyi Dada Qorquda aid
edilir. Dastanda Dada Qorqudun Mahammad peygambar zamaninda yasadigi qgeyd edilir.
Sifahi ananada muhiim rol oynayan Dada Qorqud ¢atin zamanlarda xalqin kémayina galir,
mudrik maslahatlari ila onlara yol géstarir. Dada Qorqud adi eyni zamanda gadim musiqi
alati qopuzla alagadardir. Dastanlarda oguzun yasli va ganc nasla mansub gahramanlarindan
séhbat agilir. Qahramanliq ruhu abidanin asas gayasini taskil edir. "Dads Qorqud" eposu
yarandigt ddévriin adat—anan'alari, kogari hayat tarzi ve s. haqqinda tarixi-etnogrofik
malumatlarla zangindir.

Qeyd etmak istardik ki, "Dada Qorqud" eposu ham da gadina yiiksak miinasibati ila
segilir. Eposun gahramanhq ruhu gadin obrazlarinin davraniglarinda da aydin gériiniir.
Dastanda ana obrazi xususile diqqati calb edir. O, vatan ramzi kimi Gimumilagdirilir, ana haqq:
Tann hagqi kimi giymatlendirilir. Azarbaycan xalq badii tafekkiriiniin elementi olan "Dada
Qorqud" dastanin dili badii tasvir vasitalari ila zangindir. Onlarda xalq dilinin incaliklarindan,
atalar s6z(, masal va idiomatik ifadalsrindan bol-bol, maharatls istifada olunmusdur. "Dadas
Qorqud" Azarbaycan icmalarinin identikliyinin formalagmasinda miihiim rol oynayir. Bizim
taskilatimiz “Dads Qorqud” dastaninin tiirk xalglarinin Gmumi irsi kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri-
maddi Madasni irs lizra Reprezentativ Siyahisina daxil edilmasini dastaklayir va eposun
gorunmasi tadbirlarinda faal istirak etmaya hazirdr.

Hormatls,

“Yaradici Tagabbduslar”

ictimai Birliyinin sadri
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