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Dear Mrs. Bokova, 

0139900026 

Mrs lrina Bokova 

Director-General of the 
United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) 

"Dede Qorqud" is one of the oldest examples of the intangible heritage of Azerbaijan. "Dede 
Qorqud" is of great importance in learning the history of our language, literature, dastan 
creativity and the history of our culture. "Dede Qorqud" epos reflects the history of the Oghuz 
Turk communities, as a world of high humanistic ideals, has by right entered into the spiritual 
treasury of communities far beyond our country and occupies a special place in the world 
heritage. 

Being the main epic of Turkic communities, including Azerbaijanis, Dede Qorqud epic's 
cultural value cannot be underestimated. The Dede Qorqud epic, which was created at least 
1 ,300 years ago, is considered to be an indispensable source of study of the lifestyle, 
customs and traditions of Oghuz communities, their ethnography, psychology, language, 
literary and generally creative thinking. Dede Qorqud also reflects the level of development of 
musical traditions, social responsibilities and power distribution within communities, speaks 
about ancient musical instruments and musical expressions. Dede Qorqud is a folk epic of 
patriotism, self-consciousness of communities thoughout the history, transmitted from 
generation to generation. lt helps to form a sense of identity and heritage for the respective 
communities. 

Therefore, we support the initiative of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to include the Dede Qorqud epos as a heritage of several countries in the 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Kind regards, 

ANAR 

Chairman of Azerbaijani Union of Writers 
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YUNESKO-nun Ba~ Direktoru 

xamm irina Bokovaya 

"D~d~ Qorqud" Az~rbaycanm qeyri-maddi madani irsinin 9ox q~dim ni.imunalarind;:m 

biridir. "Ddda Qorqud" dilimizin, ::ldabiyyatumzm, dastan yaradtcthgtmtzm, Umumiyyatl:> 

m~d~niyyatimizin tarixini oyr;mmakda bOytik ahamiyy~ta malikdir. Oguz turklarinin tarixini aks 

etdiran "Dada Qorqud" dastam yiiksak ba~ari ideallann tar~nnfun9ilsii kimi diinya xalqlannm 

m~navi sarvatlar xninasina daxil olmu~dur v~ dt\nya irsinda xilsusi yer tutur. 

Turk xalqlanrun, o ciimlad:m azarbaycanhlann ·ana kitab1 saytlan "D;:x:la Qorqud" 

dastanlannm madani ahamiyyati r;ox boyOkdUr. en azt 1300 il bundan qabaq meydana galmi~ 

Dada Qorqud dastanlan qadim oguzlann hayat tarzini, adat va ananalarini, etnoqrafiya, 

psixologiya, dil, adabiyyat va ilmumiyyatla badii tafakkilr xususiyy::ltlarini oyranmak 

bax1mmdan avazsiz bir qaynaq hesab edilir. "Dada Qorqud" boylan ham9inin o zamanlar musiqi 

s~matinin inki~af saviyyasi, ictimai vazifalari va t~sir qilwasi haqqmda da mila)ryan tasavvUrlar 

yarad1r, qadim 9alg1 alatlarini, musiqi ila bagh maraqh ifada va deyimlari aks etdirir. "D:xia 

Qorqud" eposu bilti.in dovrlar 09tin vatanparvarliyi, milli m~mlik ~uurunu t;;,ranntim ed;;,n xalq 

dastanl O!araq qahr, n;;,siJdan-nasil::l OtilrU!tir Va aidiyyati icmalara OZUnOffi::>XSUs!uq V;;) irsi!ik 

hissini formal~dmnaga komak edir. 

Buna gora da biz "Dada Qorqud" dastanmm bir ne'ra olk<min irsi kimi YUNESKO-nun 

Qe)Ti-maddi madani irs i.lzr.> Reprezcntativ siyahtsma daxil edilmasi U~iln Azarbaycan 

Respublikas1 Mad;;,niyy;;,t va Turizm Nazirliyinin mlivafiq ta~abbilsiinii dastaklayirik. 

Hormatla, tj ( ANAR 

jtV1 Az~nbaycan Yazwllar 
Birliyinin sadri 



Dear Mrs. Bokova, 

Ms lrina Bokova 

Director-General of 
UNESCO 

Our organization has been active in various initiatives and projects to safeguard and develop 
diverse elements of culture in Azerbaijan since its creation. 

The epic of Dede Qorqud is one of the greatest traditional expressions that unveils the 
spectacular and magnificent history of the entire Turkic world. lt is the chronicle, an oral 
encyclopedia of of Turkic communities. 

Dede Qorqud is a heroic epic. Its stories refer to the early period of the Middle Ages. Stories 
are narrated by the elder, ozan of the people - Dede Qorqud. The epic contains a huge 
number of importants aspects the life of Oghuz communities, such as military battles, beliefs 
and meetings, peace and war times, traditions and customs. lt speaks about nomadic and 
sedentary way of life in a very artistic way. 

Every story of Dede Qorqud speaks about the heroic character of Oghuz communities. Dede 
Qorqud is the heritage of Azerbaijani communities, their 'treasure of words'. 

Love for motherland, native land of the Oghuz, playing the key role in the epic "Dede Qorqud, 
is above everything else. They are ready to sacrifice their lives for the sake of their elderly. In 
their spirit, the Oghuz would not attack someone else's land or violate their borders. On sad 
days, the love of the Motherland makes the communities forget their misfortune and unite 
among themselves. When the Oghuzs find themselves in difficulty, they seek refuge in God 
and call on the God to help them. "Dede Qorqud" is a tradition of the Oghuz communities, is 
the tradition of Azerbaijani people and other Turkic communities, transmitted from generation 
to generation for centuries. 

We highly support the inclusion of Dede Qorqud epic on UNESCO's Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage as cultural heritage of several countries and ask UNESCO to 
support this proposal as well. 

Sincerely yours, 

Fuad Mammadov 

Chairman of Simurq Culture Association 
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HOrmetli xamm Bokova, 

YUNESKO-nun Ba§ 
Direktoru 

xamm lrina Bokovaya 

Bizim te§kilat tesis olundugu zamandan bari Azerbaycanda medeniyyetin en mOxtelif 
OnsOrlarinin inki§afma dair mOxtelif te§ebbOs ve layihalerle bagh faaliyyatde bulunmaqdad1r. 

Tekce Azerbaycan xalqmm deyil, bOtOn TOrk dOnyasmm mohta§em ve ezemetli tarixini 
ya§adan, onu bu gOnOmOze qovu§duran ulu senet nOmunelarinden biri de "Dede Qorqud" 
eposudur. Bu badii sOz xezinesi tOrk icmalanmn salnamesi, §ifahi heyat ensiklopediyas1d1r. 

"Dede Qorqud" bahad1rhq va qehremanhq dastamd1r. Buradak1 boylar orta esrlarin ilkin 
9aglanmn heyat1 ile sesle§ir. 8hvalatlar el agsaqqah, el ozam Dede-Qorqudun dilinden 
soylenilir. aserde oguzlarrn herbi yurO§Iari, inam ve gC>rO§Ieri, ban§ va sava§lan, adet ve 
ananelari, ke>r;eri ve oturaq heyat1 bedii §ekilde e>z aksini tapml§dlr. 

"0eda Qorqud·un her bir boyunda bir oguz igidinin qehremanhg1ndan danl§lhr. "Dade 
Qorqud" Azerbaycan xalqmm sanat elementidir, icmalann se>z xezinesidir. 

"Dede Qorqud" dastanmda esas rol oynayan oguzlar 090n yurd, Veten sevgisi, torpaq her 
§eydan yOksak va azizdir. Onlar her an dogma el-oba ugrunda canlanndan ke9meye 
haz1rd1lar. Oguzlar oz qon§ulanna qar§l da marddirler. Onlar ba§qas1nm torpag1na hucum 
etmir, serhedlerini pozmurlar. Dar gunde Vatan sevgisi oguzlara C>z aralanndakl incikliyi de 
unutdurur, onlan birle§dirir. Oguzlar r;etina dO§enda tannya SIQinlr, onu ke>meye 9agnrlar. 
Tann da her defe oguzlann ke>meyi olur, onlarr r;atinliklerdan r;1xanr. "Dada Qorqud" 
oguzlann dastana r;evrilmi§ §ifahi enanasidir ve Azarbaycanda va digar tOrkdilli olkalarda 
icmalar terafindan nasildan-nasile C>torOIOr. 

Biz Dada Qorqud eposunun bir ner;a C>lka ile birga madani irs kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri­
maddi Madeni lrs Reprezentativ siyah1sma taqdim edilmesina etiraz etmirik ve YUNESKO 
tarafindan bu taklifin dastaklanmasini xahi§ edirik. 

Hormatla, 

Simurq Beynalxalq Madaniyyat 

Assosiasiyasmm Prezidenti ~~ FuadMommadov 
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Distinguished Mrs Director General, 

Mrs lrina Bokova 

Director General of 
UNESCO 

The epic "Dede Qorqud" is one of the oldest elements of the Azerbaijani heritage. According 
to oral tradition transmitted from generation to generation by communities, the authorship of 
the epic is attributed to Dede Qorqud. The epic underlines that Dede Qorqud lived at the time 
of Prophet Mohammad. Dede Qorqud, who played an important role in oral tradition, helps 
people in difficult times and guides them with his wise advice. Dede Qorqud's name is also 
associated with ancient music qopuz tradition. The epic tells about heroes of older and 
younger generations, the heroic spirit is the cornerstone of it. The epic bears in itself 
traditions when it was created - nomadic lifestyle, culture of communities, their history and 
rich ethnographic information. 

We would like to note that the epic "Dede Qorqud" is also notable for the high respect it 
shows to women. The heroic spirit of the epic is also evident in the behavior of female 
characters. The character of mother in the epic is particularly striking. lt is presented as a 
symbol of the homeland and her words are as respected as the words of the God. Being an 
indispensable part of community knowledge transmitted through centuries, Dede Qorqud is 
notable of its language, which is rich in creative expressions. These experssions use 
abundantly, skillfully and efficiently all the subtleties of communities' language, proverbs, and 
idiomatic expressions. Dede Qorqud plays an important role in shaping the identity of 
Azerbaijani communities. Our organization supports the inclusion of Dede Qorqud epos as a 
common heritage of the Turkic communities and is ready to take an active part in the 
activities aiming at safegurading the epic. 

Sincerely yours, 

T.A. Mammadov 

Chairman of Creative Solutions (Yaradici Teshebbusler) 

Public Union 
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Hormatli xamm Bokova, 

4. 

YUNESKO-nun Ba~ Direktor~ 

xamm irina Bokovaya 

"Dada Qorqud" eposu Azarbaycan xalq irsinin an qadim elementlarindan biridir. 

Nasildan-nasila otarOian biliya gora, "Dada Qorqud" dastammn mOallifliyi Dada Qorquda aid 

edilir. Dastanda Dada Qorqudun Mahammad peygambar zamanmda ya~ad1g1 qeyd edilir. 

~ifahi ananada mOhOm rol oynayan Dada Qorqud ~atin zamanlarda xalqm komayina galir, 

mOdrik maslahatlari ila onlara yol gostarir. Dada Qorqud ad1 eyni zamanda qadim musiqi 

alati qopuzla alaqadard1r. Dastanlarda oguzun ya~ll va ganc nasla mansub qahramanlarmdan 

sohbat a~1hr. Qahramanllq ruhu abidanin asas qayasini ta~kil edir. "Dada Qorqud" eposu 

yarand1g1 dovrOn adat-ananalari, ko~ari hayat tarzi va s. haqqmda tarixi-etnoqrofik 

malumatlarla zangindir. 

Qeyd etmak istardik ki, "Dada Qorqud" eposu ham da qadma yOksak mOnasibati ila 

se~ilir. Eposun qahramanllq ruhu qadm obrazlanmn davram~larmda da aydm gorOnur. 

Dastanda ana obraz1 xOsusila diqqati calb edir. 0, vatan ramzi kimi Omumila~diri.lir, ana haqq1 

Tann haqq1 kimi qiymatlandirilir. Azarbaycan xalq badii tafakkOrOnOn elementi olan "Dada 

Qorqud" dastanm dili badii tasvir vasitalari ila zangindir. Onlarda xalq dilinin incaliklarindan, 

atalar sozO, masal va idiomatik ifadalarindan bol-bol, maharatla istifada olunmu~dur. "Dada 

Qorqud" Azarbaycan icmalannm identikliyinin formala~masmda mOhOm rol oynay1r. Bizim 

ta~kilat1m1z "Dada Qorqud" dastanmm tOrk xalqlanmn Omumi irsi kimi YUNESKO-nun Qeyri­

maddi Madani irs Ozra Reprezentativ Siyah1sma daxil edilmasini dastaklayir va eposun 

qorunmas1 tadbirlarinda faal i~tirak etmaya haz1rd1r. 

Hormatla, 

"Yarad1c1 Ta~abbOslar" 

ictimai Birliyinin sadri 


