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Please provide only the information requested below. Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.
	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	МИД - Македонско Истражувачко Друштво   
MID - Makedonsko Instražuvačko Društvo    

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	MRS- MACEDONIAN RESEARCH SOCIETY

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	NGO-90218

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:
МИД - Македонско Истражувачко Друштво
MID - Makedonsko Instražuvačko Društvo    
Address:
Kej Dimitar Vlahov br. 15
1000 Skopje 
Republic of Macedonia 
Telephone number:
+389 70 311 502

E-mail address:
contact@mid.org.mk
Website:
www.mid.org.mk

Other relevant information:
     


	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):
Ms. 
Family name:
Mirchevska Damjanovska
Given name:
Snezhana 
Institution/position:
member/ contact person  
Address:
Luka Gerov 5/11
1000 Skopje 
Republic of Macedonia 
Telephone number:
+389 70 311 502
E-mail address:
snezanamdamjanovska@gmail.com
Other relevant information:
     


	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.
Not to exceed 250 words

	In the past 4 years MID- Macedonian Research Society (hereinafter “MRS”) in argued manner showed that the Macedonian nation has significant intangible cultural heritage in the field “knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe" (Artilcle2, 2d of UNESCO 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage). This knowledge people transferred from generation to generation orally. In the past 35 years, members of the MRS worked on the collection, documentation, publication and scientific processing of this folk knowledge. During 2014, MRS’s members initiated amendments to the national legislation in this area. In accordance with the legislation, MRS officially addressed the authorized Institute of Folklore "Marko Cepenkov" with a request to initiate the procedure for introducing the category ethnoastronomy  in the National Register of intangible cultural heritage of Macedonia and the first thing to be recorded in this area was the Ancient Sky Map of the Macedonian People. Institute accepted the initiative and joint team was formed for development of an Elaborate for valorisation of Ancient Sky Map of the Macedonian People. In 2015 the Elaborate was developed and submitted to the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Macedonia for further action. At the end of 2016, the Council of the Ministry of Culture has approved the registration of the category ethnoastronomy and the Ancient Sky Map of the Macedonian People in the National Register of intangible cultural heritage of Macedonia. 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).
Not to exceed 250 words

	In recent years, MRS continued with its good cooperation with all state bodies and institutions working on the protection of intangible cultural heritage such as the Ministry of Culture, the National Commission of UNESCO, Cultural Heritage Protection Office and the Institute of Folklore "Marko Cepenkov". In this context, MRS’ representative participated on the capacity-building workshop organized by the National Commission for UNESCO of the Republic of Macedonia and SOFIA - Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in South-Eastern Europe under the ausplaces of UNESCO, held in Skopje in 2016.

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).
Not to exceed 250 words

	MRS providing specific information and documentation actively participated in the preparation of the Macedonian State's Periodic Report, which at the end of 2016 was submitted to the Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.
Not to exceed 250 words

	MRS and its members have a lot of information, documented material and scientific papers in the area of ethnoastronomy and ethno meteorology gathered among Macedonian people. During 2016, MRS in cooperation with the National Commission for UNESCO of the Republic of Macedonia  and the Cultural Heritage Protection Office worked on the documents for nomination of Ancient Sky Map of the Macedonian People at the Urgent Safeguarding List. This nomination in accordance with the rules and procedures at the beginning of 2017 will be submitted to the Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.
Not to exceed 250 words

	In recent years MRS’ members visited over 140 villages on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia and have interviewed more than 1,500 elderly people who are carriers of intangible cultural heritage associated with the "knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe". In cooperation with the local population, MRS continuously works on identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education, as well as the revitalization of the various aspects of this heritage.

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:
a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;
b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;
c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.
Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.
Not to exceed 250 words

	a)
To promote the role and function of the intangible cultural heritage in society in the past four years MRS’s members cooperated with all media. A number of documentaries and separate specialized programs on national TV (Macedonian Radio and Television, TV Sitel) were produced. On the national radio “Radio Rosa” a documentary was produced of 45 minutes.
b)
In the past four years MRS’s members were especially engaged in the preparation of papers for affirmation of the Ancient Sky Map of the Macedonian People in front of domestic and international scientific community. Following papers were published:
-
Cenev, Gjore (2014). The Ancient Sky Map of the Macedonian People, Kosmos The Journal of the Traditional Cosmology Society, Vol.30, pp. 167-192, Edinburgh, Scotland, United Kingdom.
-
Cenev, Gjore (2014). A Star Is Born Each Time A Person Is Born, "Living Heritage Is Our Future"  Global ICH Cases and Practices, Inter-City Intangible Cultural Cooperation Network, pp. 112-122, Gangwon, Republic of Korea 
-
Gjore Cenev, Velika Stojkova-Serafimovska (2014) Елаборат за валоризација на Старат небесна карта на македонскиот народ, Скопје, Институт за фолклор „Марко Цепенков“ (Elaborate for valorisation of the Ancient Sky Map of the Macedonian People, Skopje, Institute of Folklore “Marko Cepenkov”) 
-
Cenev, Gjore (2014).  Македонска народна сазвежђа (Macedonian Folk     Constellations), „СВЕВЛАД“  www.svevlad.or.rs, Belgrade, Serbia“ 
c)
Information received by inhabitants of Macedonian villages, associated with people's knowledge about nature and the universe are published  in the book "The sky above Macedonia"  by Gjore Cenev and as complementary to the book "The Sky map of the Macedonian people" was produced and printed. Thus it is provided free access to all information from this area

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:
a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;
b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;
c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;
d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;
e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.
Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.
Not to exceed 250 words

	a)  In 2015 MRS’s team led by Mr. Vanco Stojkoski incorporated stars and constellations known to Macedonian people to in the free astronomy software Stellarium. This educational software can be used by the general public, but is particularly useful in the education of young generations
b)  People's knowledge about the nature and universe are present in lectures organized in the Planetarium in Skopje. For those specifically interested in, there are full lectures, and for the primary and secondary schools students this information are part of the general astronomy lectures. 
с) The MRS’s representative, Mr. Daniel Atanasov participated in a capacity-building workshop entitled "Implementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage at the national level" held in Skopje from 11 to 15 April 2016, under the  leadership of UNESCO ICH facilitators Mr. Nikolai Vukov and Mr. Sasha Srechkovikj.
d) Informal transfer of knowledge and information is organized through meetings with individuals or groups, as the case when methods for collecting, documenting and scientific processing of this heritage, were presented to two anthropologists from Poland, on a study visit in Macedonia
e)  Activities for education of local population’s in terms of protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage, were undertaken in the village Tekija regarding the space of sacred stone and sacred tree. MRS’s members in 2013 and 2014 documented the cult as a specific example of the Macedonian intangible heritage and proposed measures for special protection and safeguarding.

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:
a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);
b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);
c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	a)
In 2013 MRS became associate member of the Inter-City Intangible Cultural Cooperation Network (ICCN) based in Gangneung Republic of Korea. ICCN is the only international organization of local governments and cultural organizations that aim to safeguard the World's Intangible Cultural Heritage. The ICCN was accredited as the Advisory NGO to UNESCO in 2012.
b)
Mr. Daniel Atanasov as representative of MRS from 2-6 October participated on the 6th ICCN Workshop and Youth Forum in Dubrovnik, Croatia in 2013 themed "Youth in Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage". 
c)
In 2014 MRS requested a support from the International Astronomical Union (IAU) on translation of the book "The sky above Macedonia" from Macedonian to English. IAU assessed the idea as a very good and issued a recommendation to all sponsors to fund this project. Positive respond was received by Fiat Physica a non-profit organization founded by an American theoretical physicist Mark Jackson. Based in New York City (USA), they offer an online crowdfunding platform as well as personal interaction with prospective donors. As a result of the collaboration in 2015 a champagne “ETHNOASTRONOMY BEYOND BORDERS” for two months was active on the Internet.
Also, within the regional cooperation, MRS in 2014 established cooperation with NGO “SVEVLAD”, a NGO working in the field of intangible cultural heritage from Serbia. As a result, the scientific work “Macedonian Folk Constellations” by Gjore Cenev was translated. Thus, MRS contributed on a regional level to sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH.

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.
Not to exceed 250 words

	7.COM, 4.GA
From 3 to 7 December 2012 MRS’ member participated in Paris on the NGO STATEMENT ICH-7.COM. The NGO Symposium had the theme “Community involvement in the implementation of the 2003 Convention
From 4 to 8 July 2012 MRS’ member participated on the 4th Session of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention. At that time, MRS was accredited as one of 59 new non-governmental organizations to provide such advisory services.

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Evaluation Body (OD 26 to 31), or as a member of the Consultative Body (between 2012-2014)? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	No 

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	MRS has a great number of members who have huge field experience in collecting information from the elderly residents of the Macedonian villages connected with nature and the universe. Several years ago, two members participated in ethnoastronomical research in Serbia and Poland. Project Manager Mr. Gjore Cenev, has experience in the scientific analysis and publication of scientific papers abroad. He is well known expert in the area of the intangible cultural heritage not only among the Macedonian people but also for the peoples in the region. This means that in the field of intangible cultural heritage associated with knowledge about nature and the universe, MRS’s members provide consulting services both in practical and scientific-theoretical sense. That is the positive side of our membership. Negative side is the fact that most of the members do not speak well English nor French, thus are not able on their own to hold training sessions, seminars and so on. We have many members who are proficient in English, for example, but such specialists in the Sociology of Education. However, we believe that if we work as a team, we can offer appropriate and high quality advisory services to the Committee. 

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.
Not to exceed 250 words

	The number of MRS members with good commands in French and English I very limited. However, if translation is provided or available or possible to carry some activities, MRS can be involved. In regard to the evaluation of the nominations, proposals and requests, as a team we can participate even in such activities as we believe that we have extensive experience in the area of interest

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.
Not to exceed 250 words

	MRS’s members have expertise in various domains of cultural heritage, including vast knowledge and experience in the domain of "knowledge related to Nature and the Universe” (Artilcle2, 2d of UNESCO 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage). In addition, MRS’s members have extensive experience on the terrain and in the area of scientific analysis of the intangible and tangible cultural heritage, especially in the area of arheoastronomy. One of the greatest achievement in this domain is the discovery, scientific analysis and publication of scientific papers related to the Megalithic Observatory Kokino. In 2005, NASA ranked Megalithic Observatory Kokino on the 4th place on the List of World’s Ancient Observatories, and since 2009 as archaeoastronomical observatory, this site is on the Temporary List of Material Cultural Heritage of UNESCO (http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5413/).

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.
Not to exceed 250 words

	MRS has no such experience

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.
Not to exceed 250 words

	Several members have experience in writing and publishing research papers in various scientific fields. One of our members has published several papers in the area of ethnoastronomy and arheoastronomy in English language, one member has published papers in the field of ethnology and visual anthropology, one member has published papers in the field of sociology and education, and one of our members has published papers in the domain of OldSlav Language and Literature.

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.
Not to exceed 250 words

	As stated previously, some of our members have experience with the exchange and application of experience in researches conducted in Serbia and Poland, and with their participation on scientific conferences. On most of these conferences or researches Slavic languages were used, not English or French language.  We can transfer such experiences in other speaking regions only as a team of researches with translator.

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).
Not to exceed 250 words

	   
In the previous period of 4 years, no such activities were implemented. However, in 2017 we believe that we will be able jointly with UNESCO auspices to work on the started activities in the course of 2016.


	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:
 Vancho Stojkoski    
Title:
 President of MRS - Masedonian Research Society 
Date:
 14.02.2017    
Signature:
 [image: image1.jpg]


    



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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