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PART 2: THE REQUEST FORMAT  
FORM ICH-09 

 

Request by a Non-Governmental Organization to be Accredited to Provide 
Advisory Services to the Committee 

1. Name of the organization: 
Associazione Musa - Musiche, Canti e Danze tradizionali delle Quattro Province 

Musa Association - Music, Songs and traditional Dances from "Four Provinces" 

2. Address of the organization: 
Via Umberto primo, 12, Fraz. Cosola 15060, Cabella Ligure, Alessandria, Italy 

3. Country or countries in which the organization is active: 
 national  

 international (please specify: )  

 worldwide 

 Africa  

 Arab States 

 Asia & the Pacific 

 Europe & North America 

 Latin America & the Caribbean 
Please list the primary country(ies) where it is active:  

Italy 

4. Date of its founding or approximate duration of its existence: 
1° December 2000 
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5. Objectives of the organization: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

The main objective of Musa Association is promoting and safeguarding the traditional 
material and spiritual culture of the "Four Provinces", the appenninic northwest area 
divided for administration purposes into four provinces and four regions: Alessandria 
(Piemonte), Genova (Liguria), Pavia (Lombardia), Piacenza (Emiia Romagna). In this 
area traditional music is still performed and orally transmitted and still represents a 
reference-point for the cultural horizons of population. Musa Association is also engaged 
in the diffusion of the knowledge of local tradition outside the area in order to create the 
opportunities of dialogue with different but similar traditional languages. Another 
objective of Musa Association is the safeguard and promotion of the typical agricultural 
production of "Four Provinces", including the well-known "Montebore" cheese, protected 
by the international Slow Food organization, and the "Quarantina" potatoes, typical 
product of Genua inland. At this aim, Musa is cooperating with farmers engaged in 
traditional production as well as with local, national and international organizations 
operating in the field of traditional and natural food preservation. Musa Association is 
also supporting the international organization "Emergency" aiming to a larger social 
commitment. 

6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage 

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active: 
 oral traditions and expressions 

 performing arts  

 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe 

 traditional craftsmanship 

 other domains - please specify:  

      

6.b. Primary safeguarding activities  in which the organization is involved: 
 identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making) 

 preservation, protection  

 promotion, enhancement  

 transmission, formal or non-formal education 

 revitalization 

 other safeguarding measures - please specify:  
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6.c. Description of the organization’s activities: 
Not to exceed 750 words 

From its foundation, Musa Association is engaged in the organization of  traditional 
players and singers performances either on the occasion of regional festive and ritual 
events during the cycles of the year, or in the frame of folk festivals which take place in 
the "Four Provinces" area. Musa also cooperates with villages communities in the 
organization of events centered on traditional themes, both in material and spiritual 
culture, and promotes material and spiritual traditional culture by means of any kind of 
medias (newspapers, magazines, websites etc.), as well as carrying on activities 
addressed to local and national institutions in order to attract the attention towards 
cultural heritages of "Four Provinces". 

Musa Association organizes research groups mainly composed by peoples living inside 
the Four Provinces area, in order to enhance the awareness of their own cultural 
heritage. An important field of Musa research is the collection and study of 
documentations of music-making activities both in past time and in the present, as well 
as any other traces of material and spiritual traditional culture of Four Provinces (old 
pictures, letters, recording, working and musical instruments etc.) The researches are 
aimed to the publication of Cd's and books centered on traditional culture. 

All members of the Musa Association are born in Four Provinces or have very deep 
relationship with this region, so they have a deep aknowledgement of the characteristics 
of the area. They grew up among the living tradition absorbing directly from their 
ancestors dialects, music and songs, and conceptions of life of ancient mountaineers. 
On the other hand some of them are also engaged as journalists and researchers in the 
field of traditional music or in some very closed sectors.  

From the very beginnig of its activity, the Musa Association has organized many events 
centered on traditional music of Four Provinces, among which we wish to lay stress on 
the big pipe players and poliphonic singers meeting called "Curmà di pinfri", celebrating 
the end of summer season as the most intense working period for players. This very 
important event attracts every years traditional players from many parts of Europe.  

During its eight years of activities, the Musa Association has also published 1 CD of field 
recorded traditional songs (Vieni oi bella - Traditional songs of Borbera valley, 2003), 2 
ethnographic books (Cosola - Environment, work, tradition in an Appenninic community 
of high Borbera Valley, 2005 ; Chi nasce mulo bisogna che tira calci - A journey through 
the traditional culture of Four Provinces), 1 Cd-book (Noi cantiamo con il verso bello - 
Liturgy, rite and religious traditions in Cosola, Borbera Valley) 

Most recently, Musa Association has organized one show of traditional songs and 
musics of Four Provinces centered on the important theme of emigration from the 
Appenninic mountains to the America. The show was performed by traditional musicians 
playing piffero (a traditional pipe belonging to the family of hautboys) and accordion (the 
instrument that at beginning of ninteenth century took the place of the ancient local 
bagpipe). 
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7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners: 
Not to exceed 350 words 

As we said before, Musa Association's members are deeply rooted on the local reality, 
consequently they carry on their activities in a constant dialogue with peoples living in 
the area. The village community is the first collective subject with which the Musa 
Association get in touch every time it undertakes a new activity. All the events promoted 
by Musa Association resulte from the dialogue with all the organizations and the 
individualities someways  engaged in traditional practices. For example, the publication 
of books and Cd is the result of a field-research in which many peoples of different ages 
were involved playing the role of witness of the past and holders of traditional  
knowledges. During the performances dedicated to the emigration towards America, 
many people which experienced emigration, as well as sons and relatives of emigrants, 
took part actively at the show speaking about their own experience. Of course, a 
particular attention is dedicated to the traditional musicians; some of them indeed are 
directly involved in the activitiy of Musa Association. In the organization of traditional 
musical performances Musa Association emphasizes the artistic abilities of all the 
musicians respecting the various performing characteristics of each one, with particular 
attention to young people at the beginning of their career.  

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization: 
Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate 
documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives.  

8.a. Membership and personnel 
Please submit supporting documents. 

8.b. Recognized legal personality 
Please submit supporting documents.. 

8.c. Duration of existence and activities 
Please submit supporting documents. 

9. Contact person for correspondence: 
   adriano.angiati@libero.it; musa4province@tiscali.it; +39 3490863574 

10. Signature:  
Adriano Angiati 
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ICH-Assistance@unesco.org 
 
unesco.cid@email.it 
 
Associazione Musa - Musiche, Canti e Danze tradizionali 
delle Quattro Province. 
Convention on Intangible Cultural 
Heritage  
Request for accreditation 
 
Registration number 90048 
 
subject: request for additional information 
  
 
As emphasized in previous communication, the Musa Association members are in many 
ways cooperating in the domain of intangibile cultural heritage. Tre president Adriano 
Angiati has been for a long time member of the Pro Loco of Cosola village (Pro Loco is in 
Italy the local organization engaged in cultural and recreative activities aimed to improve 
social life quality in small local reality such as rural villages; Cosola is the village of Borbera 
valley where the Musa Association is based on). Mister Angiati has been very active in the 
organization of cultural events related to local traditional culture, such as the famous 
“Curmà di pinfri”, the meeting of pipers and traditional musicians, singers and dancers of the 
Four Provinces area, performing in Capanne di Cosola every year since 2000. He is also 
engaged in actions aimed to the promotion of farmers still carrying out the production of 
typical local products, such as the Montebore cheese and the Timorasso white wine.  
In all these activities, Mister Angiati is working in close cooperation with the other members 
of association and with local community inhabitants and istitutional authorities as well. 
Paolo Ferrari, vice-presidend of Musa Association is a journalist specialized in 
ethnographical researches and field-works. His family is from Cosola village and he himself, 
though born in Milan, has always spent long time in the mountain village where made some 
important ethnographic researches published by the same Association as you can see at 
the attached bibliography. His researches are published also in specialistic press (World 
Music Magazine, Hortus Musicus, Keltica, New Age) and he participated to the 
organizations of international events centred on traditional culture. He takes part also to the 
organization of website “Dove comincia l’Appennino” (“Where Appennin begins”) 
www.appennino.it along with two other members of Musa, Claudio Gnoli and Fabio Paveto 
(Association secretary). 
Claudio Gnoli from Volpedo (the Curone Valley village where the famous painter Giuseppe 
Pellizza was born) since his childhood was spending a lot of time in Curone valley highlands 
where, as a Pavia University student, made some important naturalistic researches on Four 
Provinces wildlife. More recently he began studying the ancient traditional culture of Four 
Provinces, with particolar attention to some themes as local dialects, ancient musicians 
biographies, traditional dances. He took part in writing the book “Chi nasce mulo bisogna 
che tira calci” as you can see in attached bibliography. He is the webmaster of “Dove 
comincia l’Appennino” websit, a very important landmark for all peoples interested to Four 
Provinces. 
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Fabio Paveto from Daglio (a Val Borbera village) very early learned playing piffero and 
accordeon and, although very young, nevertheless is  one of the most popular traditional 
musicians of Four Provinces area. He is very engaged also in researches on the field 
together with the other association members. He also participated in the writing of the “Chi 
nasce mulo…” as well as in many researches issued into “Dove comincia l’Appennino” 
website. 
 
The other members of Musa Association are all involved in the same work of research 
contributing to web site as well as to the organization of traditional feasts centered on the 
“piffero” music. They grew up within the Four Provinces traditional lifestyle and are very 
engaged in its conservation. 
Musa Association is operative whithin the Four Provinces area since 2000 (though his 
member individual engadgement dates back to many years before) as certificated, for 
instance, by the association involvment in the organization of “Curmà di pinfri” traditional 
musicians meeting and from the issues of its publication which dates back to 2003. On 
request we can afford covers or book abstact. 
 
Thanck you for your attention 
 
Best regards 
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