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Please provide only the information requested below. Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	Conseil International des Organisations de Festivals de Folklore et d'Arts Traditionnels

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	International Council of Organizations of Folklore Festivals and Folk Arts

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	 NGO-90129 

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

CIOFF
Address:

Stockton Business Centre, 70 Brunswick Street, Stockton on Tees, TS18 1DW, United Kingdom
Telephone number:

44-1642-651060
E-mail address:

info@cioff.org
Website:
www.cioff.org
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

MR
Family name:

BEAUSSANT
Given name:

PHILIPPE
Institution/position:

PRESIDENT
Address:

201 avenue de Versailles  75016 Paris - France
Telephone number:

0033669598744
E-mail address:

president@cioff.org
Other relevant information:

www.cioff.org 


	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF was established in the year 1970...to safeguard, promote  and present Intengible Culture Heritage....when the 2003 UNESCO Convention was adopted, the state parties all over the world worked on the governemental level but very soon CIOFF became a serious partner in many countries because of its long tradition and knoledge of the field. CIOFF established good cooperation ( in most countries) with different Ministries ( Culture, Enviremnet, Education...), with UNESCO National Commissions and with Regional UNESCO Offices. In many cases CIOFF people are members of the Institutions which deals with ICH, members of different committees working in the ICH field ( just one example: in Slovenia CIOFF member of UNESCO National commission and she proposed to establish a special Committe for ICH).

We can say that CIOFF helped in many countries to reinforce the institutional part in the ICH and is part of it. 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	Being active already before the adoption of 2003 Convention, CIOFF became very soon a good partner to the Governmental institutions in many countries. The UNESCO New directives opened the space for civil society and NGOs could reinforce their cooperation with Governments in many fields. For CIOFF this was a very natural step – CIOFF members are working on the local level, sometimes in very small comunities or in groups where there are still practice of many ICH elements – the governmental institutions are sometimes far from them and it takes a lot of time to discover all these. So, CIOFF established very good cooperation in the scientific, educational part ....but also with UNESCO National Commissions, Institutiona, Ministries. CIOFF is organizing more than 350 Folklore festivals, many Cultural Conferences, Forums, Youth events – in many occasions they do work with above mentioned institutions, they enjoy their support and their Honorary Patronage. 

The implementation of the 2003 Convention is too important to be left only to the Governements – many NGOs, and CIOFF particulary- are and must be involved in this important process of Saveguarding and  Promoting all different ICH elements.    

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	According to the Article 11 of the Convention, States Parties shall involve the relevent NGOs in the inplementation of the Convention. Most States Parties do respect the OD 151 of  the Convention to complete the data gathered on the implementation of the Convention with the information provided by relevent NGOs. More than 100 CIOFF National sections in all UNESCO Regions are well placed to be an important partner of States Parties in the implementation of the Convention – so,they are also participating in the preparation of State's Periodic Report. 

CIOFF main contribution is to provide more information of promoting intengible cultural heritage in society, mostly in communities, individuals and groups and communities which are still living and practicing old traditions – their heritage is not always ''reached'' by the governemental experts or institutions, while CIOFF members are working on the spot and in many cases just sharing their traditional life.

Since there are many experts among CIOFF members they are also involved in educational, scientific and artistic studies with an aim to provide more effective safeguarding. 

CIOFF involvment in the preparation of the State's Periodic Report is aimed to include more practical aspects of the implementation of the Convention and complement the governemental part of its activities. The very good cooperation of CIOFF National sections  with the respective UNESCO National Commissions and Ministries of culture is facilitating this process of good cooperation. 

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF  has been established in 1970 with a very clear goal: to promote ( present), to protect (safeguard)and to raise awerness of the Intengible cultural heritage in the world – far before the UNESCO Convention 2003 was adopted. The work on local, regional and national level of many individuals and traditional folk danse groups was focused on discovering, studing and doing research work of what we call today ''intengible culture heritage elements''...on the other side CIOFF also did its best to present them to large public all over the world – danses, instruments, music, costumes, rituals, traditional crafts etc. are the essential part of more than 350 International CIOFF folklore festivals –many of them were very soon and often complited with different conferences, forums,exhibitions and so on  - dedicated to specific element or best practice....

CIOFF national sections and CIOFF International have an excellent knowledge of the intengible cultural heritage inventory in the communities (countries ) where they work and are good partners in the process of the preparation of all above mentioned nominations.

Every year ( for 46 years now) CIOFF International is organizing World Congress, which consists of General Assembly, Cultural Conference, Open Forum, Youth Forum – during last 4 years we were discussing the following items:

the presentation of  the Convention and ICH elements Day of the Dead and Mariachi was the theme in 2013 (Zacatecas, Mexico), the role of Ethnic Communities and its ICH – Sorbian project in 2014 (Bautzen, Germany), the valorization of ICH in Peru – including the scientific presentation of danse La Marinera in 2015 (Arequipa, Peru) and the presentation and evaluation of different traditional instruments in 2016 ( Fiuggi, Italy). It happens that CIOFF is sometimes in advance with the presentation of different elements which are later on submited by the State for the nomination on UNESCO Lists. A good  example : during CIOFF Congress 2014 in Bautzen, Germany, the Sorbian Community presented an ICH element of their minority which was later on proposed by Germany and successfully put on the UNESCO Representative List of Humanity.

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF National sections' members all over the world are folklore groups, traditional music players, traditional crafts' oragnisations – all those who are dealing with the intangible culture heritage in communities (sometimes very small). So, they are members of different communities and their work is aimed to identify, study,practise and present traditional elements which are later on examined also on state level and many times become part of the national inventory – which must be regulary updated. Members of hundreds of Folklore groups and other members of CIOFF National sections are not only the presentators but in many cases experts in different intengible cultural heritage elements. Since the CIOFF members are mainly young people, the know- how, experience and interest for the intengible cultural heritage and for the 2003 Convention is passing from generation to generation – with the garantee of continuing safeguarding!

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF is representing the part of society which is aware of the importance of intengible culture heritage of each community, region, state and the whole world. They promote it by organizing more than 350 international Folklore festivals every year in the whole world, many cultural conferences, Forums (Youth Forums too!), expositions, research work of traditional instruments, costums, rituals and so on.CIOFF National sections must send a Report on their activities as it's written in a.b.c.CIOFF is  regulary publishing some important editions: 

CIOFF Newsletters:

CIOFF Newsletter Entre Nous – Edition 18 – August 2016: 

http://www.cioff.org/documentation/entre%20nous%2018%20A4.pdf

 CIOFF Newsletter Entre Nous – Edition 17 – September 2015:

http://www.cioff.org/documentation/ENTRE%20NOUS%202015.pdf 

CIOFF Newsletter Entre Nous – Edition 16 – September 2014:

http://www.cioff.org/documentation/13.1%20CIOFF%20Newletter%20Entre%20Nous%20-%20edition%2016%20-%20September%202014.pdf

Newsletter CIOFF- UNESCO, Special Edition 2013

http://www.cioff.org/documentation/CIOFF_Newsletter_Entre_Nous_Special_Edition_CIOFF_UNESCO_2012_English.pdf     

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	a. CIOFF Youth is a very strong and important part of CIOFF – our priority during last years is to have CIOFF Youth section in each CIOFF National section – in many cases this is the reality already now. CIOFF is organizing a lot of educational, awereness-raising and information programmes aimed to educate and inform the general public and especially  young people. As it's mentioned above the members of CIOFF are mostly young people and they can not perform dances or rituals, play old instruments, work on traditional costums etc. without being informed, educated,trained for that – they must know what they are performing and presenting to audience whenever they are invited to the international folklore festivals. In many cases the whole communities are invoved because many different ICH elements are included.

CIOFF has established a good coopreation with communities' authorities, other NGOs active in this field, UNESCO offices, UNESCO National Commissions, Ministries for culture...

An important part of CIOFF Congresses ( once a year)is CIOFF Youth Forum with different topics every year. CIOFF  is also organizing World Youth Forum ( 2016 ), CIOFF representatives are regulary attending UNESCO Youth Forums.

Following the link of the pubblication made by CIOFF Youth in occasion of the CIOFF Youth World Forum 2016.

http://issuu.com/cioffyouth/docs/magazine_special_edition_2016 

CIOFF Youth has its own publications, since 2010 early they pubblish a Magazine called ''Playing Together'', entirerly made by them (wrote, revised, designed, edited and published). Following the link of the last Edition.

http://issuu.com/cioffyouth/docs/playing_together

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	As it was already mentioned CIOFF is organized in more than 105 countries and has a democratic, open and transparent structure on the National and International level.Local, regional and international cooperation is more than normal – the exchange of information and experience of all CIOFF activities is published in the  CIOFF Annual Report  where all National sections have to present their Report (based on the same metodhology) every year. More info on: 

CIOFF Annual Report for ex. for 2015 are available on: 

http://www.cioff.org/documentation/CIOFF%20Annual%20Report%202015.pdf

CIOFF  Sectors' meetings (twice every year)and World Congresses (ones every year)are also an opportunity for presentation, exchange, information and discussion of new iniciatives ( the third part of our Cultural Conference and CIOFF Assembly meeting is specially dedicated to these activities). All events are opened to public which is interesting to share experience with us. 

CIOFF publications are another example of presenting and sharing experiences in this field and also for cooperation –some exammples : CIOFF Annual Report, CIOFF Brochure, CIOFF International Festivals Calender ( annual) and CIOFF National Sections Annual Reports.

There are many events ( Conference, Forum, Youth Forum) organised by more National sections together ( in sectors – UNESCO Regions), sometimes also with the participation of Ministry of Culture and UNESCO National Commission just to strenghten the cooperation between CIOFF and also other NGOs and civil society- communities.

CIOFF is very much aware that the Safeguarding of Intengible Cultural Heritage is of general interest – only a good cooperation of civil society, local people, communities and the state is efficient. On the international level we follow the idea that the ICH can be safeguarded only if the whole world is implementing the 2003 Convention. 
Please see the links to CIOFF Reports on Cultural  Activities:

2014 - http://www.cioff.org/documentation/2014%20-ACTIVIDADES%20CULTURALES%20DESTACADAS1.pdf
2015 - http://www.cioff.org/documentation/2015%20-ACTIVIDADES%20CULTURALES%20DESTACADAS.pdf
2016 - http://www.cioff.org/documentation/2016%20-ACTIVIDADES%20CULTURALES%20DESTACADAS.pdf
Summary 2013 - 2016 http://www.cioff.org/documentation/RESUMEN%20DE%20CONFERENCIAS%20y%20ACTIVIDADES%202013-2016.pdf                                           

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The Representatives of CIOFF ( especially the Representative of CIOFF to UNESCO) participated to all UNESCO General Assembly meetings (2011-2015)and to the Intergovernemental Committee meetings – and much more. CIOFF is a very active NGO in the ICH NGOs Forum meetings – it means we did not only participated to all Forum meetings but were among organizers, also actively involved in the preparation of all Reports and Resolutions presented by the ICH Forum during the ICH Committee meetings. Since 2015 CIOFF the Representative to UNESCO Magdalena Tovornik ( ex Ambassador of Slovenia to UNESCO)is the member of UNESCO ICH NGOs Steering Committee ( 7 persons from all UNESCO regions) – which was created in Barcelona, June 2015 and ratified in Namibia during the UNESCO ICH NGOs Forum meeting 2016. By developing of ICH NGO FORUM structure the efficiency and importance of the Forum increased.By organizing different working groups we involved more NGOs to share the experiances and best practices of their work in the ICH domain on a local level with communities, by planning some activities concerning confidence building measures we will become more efficient partner to the governemental structures.

CIOFF is an experienced NGO with a very large number of representatives of civil society working at local and regional level on one hand but CIOFF proved also to be a good partner to the governemental structures - so we could offer our knowledge also while working with the UNESCO ICH Committee                                                                       

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Evaluation Body (OD 26 to 31), or as a member of the Consultative Body (between 2012-2014)? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	CIOFF is aware of the importance that representatives of NGOs can be elected members of the Evaluation Body. During the mentioned period CIOFF did not make a proposal yet – but we are working very hard to have our own List of Experts to be able in the future to propose excellent candidates as a member of the Evaluation Body.                                                                     

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	CIOFF aims to promote, present and contribute to safeguard the Intengible Cultural Heritage all over the world.There are more than 105 members ( countries from all UNESCO Regions), which organise about 350 Folklore festivals, Conferences, Seminars, Forums, exibitians of Folk and traditional Arts...If we respect the definition that Folklore festival is the most complete presentation of different Intengible Cultural Heritage elements and rituals, best practices etc. than it is clear that we really have an imortant role to play in the activities mentioned in the Article 9.1 and OD 96.

Since the civil society is becoming more and more important partner of UNESCO also the member states are aware of the fact that the cooperation with NGOs must become closer. In different countries CIOFF National sections are a very good and appreciated partners to all ICH activities – in fact they are the first to see and inform others what's really happening with different elements of ICH  (rituals, dance, traditional instruments, traditional costumes etc.), because they are in daily relations with people and communities practicing the ICH elements. They   also have a very important educational role – most of CIOFF members are young people and they do not only present only their own countrie's Intengible Cultural Heritage elements but they also learn how to safeguard it for future generations. CIOFF is today able to present about 5000 traditional dances, music,songs and traditional craft of workshop and can be considered  an excellent partner in this field.

We plan to make all this activities even more visible so we are ready to provide the Committee with reports of Evaluation as a reference for the Committee to examine:

-nominations files for the List of ICH in Need of Urgent Safeguarding

-the programmes, projects and activities mentioned in Article 18 of the Convention                                                         

 -the effects of safeguarding plans for elements inscribed on the List of Intengible Cultural Heritage in need of Urgent Saveguarding 

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF is an international-world organization so we have to practice quite a few languages. Officially we have English and French and Spanish, but in many cases we also have the translation in other languages.  The most used language is English –it's not possible to define the exact number of CIOFF people speaking it. The CIOFF President is perfect in English, French and Spanish, The Representative of CIOFF to UNESCO is speaking English,Frenc, Italian, Slovene.. We have members of the CIOFF Council speaking German, Finish....

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF is absolutely dealing whith many ICH domains – as we already mentioned the folklore festivals themselves are the presentation of many different ICH elements : danses, songs, instruments, costumes, rituals and so on.

Beside that we are working with all those who still work in the field of traditional crafts and arts....

All CIOFF events are practicaly a demonstration of different ICH domains.

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF National sections are working on many documents...first of all they have to prepare their National Reports every year and on a CIOFF International level we publish a lot of documents and brochures ( some of them are already mentioned in this document). 

Regarding applications we also have some experiences  with UNESCO itself – particulary Youth section and latest we submitted applications for the Africa participation Programme.

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, we have experiences in drafting texts in English, French and Spanish...we have  many people who are able to do that, mainly the Presidents of different National sections all over the world. Many times these CIOFF members are working tohether with other local experts in the ICH field.

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	This is a difficult question for CIOFF – being an international organization our practice is is to extrapolate from local experience and apply it within international contex....These applies to the best practices of the Safeguarding of ICH elements,

exchange the knoledge in the ICH domains, organizing many different events also on the international level  - the best example is Folkloriada, which we already discribed above.

In CIOFF each National section has its  own program  - but we all follow the CIOFF Strategy which is presented every 4 years and do our best to imlement it also on the international level. 

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	CIOFF has a long tradition in cooperation with UNESCO – both on national and international level. On national level CIOFF National sections have developed a strong cooperation with respective UNESCO National Commissions and UNESCO Regional Offices.The cooperation is in many fields but mainly in international folklore festivals, cultural conferences, seminars,exhibitians of ICH elements....for many of those activities CIOFF National sections are granted the Patronage of UNESCO National Commission and  for some big events also from UNESCO DG – so, the emblem of UNESCO / of the 2003 Convention was authorized to be used in many occasions.
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On the international level the cooperation with UNESCO is very strong – especially after 2012 when CIOFF was accredited to the ICH Committee.During last 4 years we always had the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/ ICH and High Patronage of UNESCO DG for CIOFF biggest international events like World CIOFF Congresses, Cultural Conferences, Open Forums, Youth Forums-  organized regulary every year – more than 150 particiapnts  from the whole world every year ), and also for some biggest international festivals and for 2 special events – CIOFF Folkloriada 2012, 2016. 

CIOFF celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the 2003 Conventions in 2013 and the UNESCO 70th and CIOFF 45th Anniversary in 2015 – many cultural events, conferences, seminars and Youth activities were organized all over the world. We published special editions about these events..   

The strong CIOFF-UNESCO cooperation was recognized by UNESCO General Assembly in 2015 by changing our status from an NGO in official partnership  - formal status to an NGO with associative status to UNESCO. In 2016 we prepared a project ( Africa region) for the Participation Program.
 Every 4 years CIOFF elect a Representative of CIOFF to UNESCO.CIOFF President Philippe Beaussant was elected member of UNESCO NGO Liaison Committee in 2014 ( he served as a Secretary ) and became President of this Commitee in december 2016 for a mandate of 2 years.     

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

BEAUSSANT  PHILIPPE
Title:
PRESIDENT OF CIOFF
Date:
05/02/2017
Signature:
philippe Beaussant 



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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