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Recognizing Propaganda

Propaganda appears in a variety of forms and uses common techniques to 
successfully influence people, including:

1. Activating strong emotions
2. Responding to audience needs & values
3. Simplifying information & ideas
4. Attacking opponents



Beneficial or Harmful? Analyzing the Impact of Propaganda

To assess whether a particular example of propaganda is beneficial, benign, or harmful, consider 
these factors:

● Message: The nature of the information and ideas being expressed
● Techniques: The use of symbols and rhetorical strategies that attract attention and activate 

emotional response
● Environment and Context: Where, when, and how people encounter the message
● Means of Communication & Format: How the message gets to people and what form it 

takes
● Audience Receptivity: How people think and feel about the message and how free they are to 

accept or reject it











State of Deception poster set is 
freely available on our website 
in 10 languages: 

● Arabic
● Chinese
● Dutch
● English
● French
● Hungarian
● Kiswahili
● Russian
● Spanish
● Ukrainian

www.ushmm.org/sod-posters/


