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Annex 

FREE, PRIOR AND INFORM ED CONSENT TO A 

NOM INATION OF THE M ONGOLIAN TRADITIONAL PRACTICES 

FOR THE WORSHIPPING OF SACRED SITES 

/Includes 4 original consents in 'Mongolian and English translations 

thereof I 



Written by: 

BATTULGA Tsend, 
Gonzgoi kinship of Uriankhai ethnic group, native person of Sagsain soum (county) of 
Bayan-Olgii aimag, leader of practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred mountians 
"Five peaks of Mongol Altai", "Tsengel Khairkhan'', and "Mountain Ezerleg" in the 
Bayan-Ulgii province 

SHAGDARSUREN Damba 

Mongolian State-Honored Cultural Figure, leader of practitioners of worshipping rituals 
of sacred mountains Khangai ovoo and Dulaan Khaan inUvurkhangai province 

Monk SONINBA Y AR. SH 
State -Honored Cultural figure, senior trainer of the Centre for training a leader­
practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred mountains and sites 

TUVSHINTUGS Tsamba 
Leader of practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred mountains Alag and Altan-hukhii 
in khovd province 

Mongolian State-Honored Educator 
• Residential address: Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, Bayanzurkh district, 18th khoroo, 
13th sub-district, Apt.22A-193. Tel: +(976) 11 456 113, mobile: +(976) 9669 9031 
• Possessed higher education with the occupation of teacher of Mongolian language 
and literature 

DUURENJARGAL Ayush 

President, Research and Information Centre for the Sacred Sites of Mongolia - NGO, 
main representative organization of sacred sites' communities and associations 



Translation from Mongolian 

In regards to 'Mongolian Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites' , the nomination 

from Mongolia for the inscription on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent 

Safeguarding, I would like to express my opinion herewith. 

Although this consent is written by me, it should be noted that this is representative for the native and 

non-native local communities in the aimag (province) of Bayan-Oigii. 

I am sincerely delighted for the submission of the nomination of 'Mongolian Traditional Practices for 

the Worshipping of Sacred Sites' for the inscription on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Revival of this tradition would be of utmost importance on the protection and safeguarding of folk 

traditional culture, which is currently under severe exposure to the globalization and at the risk of 

disappearance. 

Regarding the aimag of Bayan-6/gii, visibility of this traditional practice is getting very low due to the 

gradual shrinking of the population of local ethnic groups, such as Uriankhai, Dorvod and Tuva. For 

instance, the worshipping tradition on sacred sites of the Tuvanians is inseparably linked to the 

shamanism and is one of the unique and rare traditions in the world. However, this tradition is at the 

brim of devastation, and highly demands urgent safeguarding measures. 

Attain Uriankhai ethnic group has a unique and complex traditional practice on the worshipping of 

sacred sites, which is an integration of the customs of animism, shaman ism and Buddhism. For example, 

practices of sanctifying blue-brown, white-brown and white horses as heaven deities' transportation, 

sanctifying yak and sheep as transportation of water deity and mountain deity could be mentioned here. 

These are originated from mountains belief tradition and an outstanding cultural heritage handed down 

by our ancestors who have worshipped the mother earth and eternal blue sky with various offerings, 

and prayed for the universal peace and well-being for hundreds of years. 

Intangible cultural heritage transmission is currently interrupted due to the constant decrease of the 

elders who know the traditional culture and heritage, and the over-domination of the modern culture 

among young generations. Through the restoration and maintenance of the authentic worshipping 

traditions passed on by our ancestors, sincere ecological activists and environmental protectionists can 

be born furthermore. This is one of the best ways to prevent and save our globe from the emerging 

ecocatastrophe. 

Therefore, I deeply and sincerely hope, just as all Mongolians, that the 'Mongolian Traditional Practices 

for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites' would be inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 

Need of Urgent Safeguarding. 
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Translation form Mongolian 

To the Research & Information Center for the Sacred Sites of Mongolia 

The essence of the knowledge and practice concerning the environmental protection of the Mongolians 

orientates toward their livelihood defense from various natural disasters. Since the nomadic lifestyle is 

completely dependent on the nature and environment for all four seasons, nomadic pastoralists are 

very vulnerable and exposed to the various environmental phenomena, and natural disasters. 

Therefore, Mongolians have worshipped and venerated the earth and the sky by paying respect, 

becalming, deifying them and praying for the security and blessings for their life, belongings, and 

livestock for centuries. A classic form of such practice is the worshipping tradition for the sacred sites. 

Custom for worshipping the sacred sites of the Mongolians possess an important position in the cultural 

heritage of humanity. 

I highly concern that it is our generation's loyal duty to transmit the authentic tradition for the 

worshipping of sacred sites to our descendants. That is why, as a honored cultural figure I have been 

striving as far as possible to disseminate and promote the Mongolian traditional practice and knowledge 

concerning the environmental protection as well as to correct some recently-emerged distortions and to 

contribute creating the right course of the tradition. 

I fully support and deeply appreciate for nominating the 'Mongolian Traditional Practices for the 

Worshipping of Sacred Sites' to the UNESO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent 

Safeguarding. Therefore, I would like to express my constant readiness for contributing the awareness­

raising activities organized by your organization. 

SHAGDARSUREN Damba 

Mongolian State-Honored Cultural Figure, leader 

of practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred 

mountains Khangai ovoo and Dulaan Khaan inUvurkhangai province 

<signature> 



MOHfOllbiH TaXI!lllraT ra.Jap HYfrMMH CYAallraa, Y3,Q33nmtHH Te~ 

MoHTOfNYYAbiH 6a~ranb xawaannbiH VHAC11H aryynra Hb 6aW'anM(iiH 3IIA38 a10yn raMWraac 
aubAP3J1aa xaMraanaxa,o, 4Hrn3C3H f5at1Aar. 33l1>Kl13H c:orntr,o.ox ,o.epseH yn~pnblH AYHA 
_,: • 1 ,HH 3M3B V33fA311 TY'{lUtH AOTPOOC a10yrrra~ . xop xeH&ei11'3M VJ3fA3JlA eprex, 3 · 3X 
• ar "' HYYA311'-IHH ap,q T'{M3HA TyH 311631' TOXtr10JlAAor Tyn T3A T3Hr3p ra3paa UJVT3H 
A33J\3Jl)IC, T3AHH~ 3~HII1r 3Pr3A3H TO.. • xyHA3TT311 V3YY'f'a<, eepcJ:tMHH 8Mb 6Me, 3A aryypc, 

uan C'{pr33 MB33J1A33 884 3C3H M3HA t5aMraxbir T3A3HA Aaa'TT'8M 3a116Hpr.l, W'(T3>K Hpc3H IOU. 

YYH~ COHrOAor x3n63p Hb yyn ycaa , ~ , Ta~x yMA3n 6wt33. MoHrOINYYAbiH yyn ycaa 
TaXMX :n n Hb XVH TepenxTHHH COI!nbiH ea caHA "fYxaJ1 X'fHAT3H &clltp cyypbTa~ . 

YyH - .. xoi4"1 veA33 e8Jlyyn3H VM33x T31'3X,Q33 >KMHX3H3 Ac • ·.• •. p Hb eenyyn3H VI1A33X 

SI8A3I1 eH&erHHH 6H.AHH~ yyp3r X3M33H 5o.o.Aor tOM TM~M 1.1 y...paac Mm!HH 6»e MoHrO.n"'}'YAbiH 

6 .. xaMraanax ynawma.nT apn,~r epreH onoHA cypTaJ1'U'taH TaHHynax. 'J'Vr'33H 
A- n3X, cvvn111HH veA '{33rA3X C5onCOH 38J"'1M riDKYYAflbU' apKill'mK aacax, 3ea ron~ 
Hb opyynaXblr MoHronbiH YHA3CHMR OnoH HMMmHH Pa.o,Mo X3Y33X M3A33MMMH rou X3~ 

• • 1 • • ~ xyBbA eepH~H "'B,D,,lbiH X3P33P ~.~apMaWi Kpn33. 

IOHECK 1HH ~apamaH XaMraanax lUaaPJ.lTI8raTai4 Co!mxH EHeT 6yc GsMAH >Ka· 
MOHfOJ1biH OBOO T3XMllfbiH 33H yAAHHr 6ypTI)'Y113X33p H3P ,ll3t= . 1IDK 6arWcla ~B,O,J1blr yti3X33p 

apxaH A3· 6aHHa. Tlrti1M33C TaHa~ reaeec 30XJ.o10H 6aW'yyiDK t5aftraa mKT!blr .Q3MJI<MX. 
cypr3.n'oij'laH TaH~ynax yWK:T eePMr:\H xyab H3MP33 opyynax~ VP1"3IDK t53l13H 6al\lu'aa 
Mll3PXKMU33p 6a~Ha. 

MoHrOJ'lbiH YHA3CHHH OnoH H~ PCJAMOrHHH CATf'(VIN. 

MoHron YJ1CbiH CoanbiH raBbRaT 3yrT'3J11'3H 

IJ.aM6biH Wamapcyp3tt 

2010.03.09 



Translation from Mongolian 

One of the traditional customs passed on among the Mongol generations is the worshipping practice for 

sacred sites. Researches suggest the origin of the worshipping tradition for sacred sites is closely linked 

to the shamanism and have been gradually developed and enriched with Buddhist rites and customs 

since the sixteenth century. 

I would like to express my sincere aspiration and support for the nomination of the 1Mongolian 

Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites' to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, which is definitely has to be inscribed in the List and highly 

demanded to be safeguarded immediately. 

Being one of the important components of the cultural heritage of humanity, worshipping tradition of 

sacred sites is highly recommended to be inscribed in the UNESCO Urgent Safeguarding List and be 

safeguarded and promoted furthermore, as the tradition bearers, the elders and the Buddhist monks 

who know the authentic tradition, custom and rites are becoming very rare, thus a danger of 

disappearance threatening on the intellectual culture and tradition for the worshipping of sacred sites. 

Therefore, it should be safeguarded before it is too late. 

Monk Soninbayar. Sh 

State -Honored Cultural figure, senior trainer of the Centre 

for training a leader-practitioners of worshipping rituals 

of sacred mountains and sites 

<signature and stamp> 
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3p-r .DJP ye'JC ynaMJkJlar.ZJ.CaH WOHronLIH ap.lll)'MHHA k 38HWH.1 6omk Hpc3H 3aH yitnyy.llKAH 10r Hb 

osoo TaXHJifhiH 38H yltn IOM. Yyn oaoo TB.'UDK HJ>C3H 'JaH yltnHAr cy.z:L"UWW.ll 6a.1ap 'P'T uarr OO&ntAu 
e<:oop TIXHlK Hp<:HHAr 16-p 3Y)'HW \ e3C 6)'lUU>IH waliiHW 38H yltn 00.1fOH xer:wcyymK HpCJH T)')'X1")ii. 
MOHJ"OJihlH ap.11 TyNHHA yna.,,KJJa.lrr )').:& oaoo TUHX 3llH yllnHAr .z:tlJlXHAH cOOILIH eJU 6YJYITYYlDt 
&u-nmx 'IHH ~A 6aAruraa KIOpXHAm.e. XYH T8p611XT8HIIA coeru.w eu 3811mur,'il 
6yptr.Jr.!OX )"UtpnUI 01100 TBXHJirwH 3aH yA.nulir IOHECKO.ndlu •apanraR XAMraanax maapJ1l13M'IA 
eaHRH zarcaaJJ1'IliCl 10p .lOBWYYJDK 6yprryymx 'lHH :JPM311'n111'3A 6aliraaraa H1DpXHA.'IJ.C. Xyu 
T9p119XTHHR cofnLIH ealdbt lf)'UJJ IOi.lH 6yp3lUXYYH X3C3f" 6o.1COH yr eaKitr 6yprryymH 

X&Nraai1CH&Ipaa MOHTO.l opHW Q.TIOH aJbw" C}'\l!IWH ttyra.rr 6aAf'aa OHfOH TaXHJIJ11T yy11 OBOO.llLIH T3XIa 

le *)'paW )'Hli1JlM8. }J'IL"lTWT Hb 0..100XOH.!J.OO M'),M")r errac 6))-p.."JYY.:t. JUlY X)'Bp&ryyllWr 6aRraa .anp W. 

UpaB'lllaH xaMf88JlDXryA 6o..1 XyMyyCKitH OIO)'H C8HaDH.l1 6aAraa HX C~ MaprarJWK yryA 6o.10x 
Ta.naA JOM. HAM )"'paaC .a.apyA 1)'l>f"3H wHA.na'lpn3H 6yp-rr3u uax m. 398 10u. 

3p.:OM cOO!wu xyp:nn:mndlH 

33XHpal W. CoHHH6up 



Translation from Mongolian 

I, the undersigned Tuvshintugs Tsamba hereby express my gratitude and support for the nomination of 

the 'Mongolian Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites' to the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding by the cooperation of the Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Sciences, Center for Cultural Heritage as well as other relevant experts and researchers and, would like 

to extend my opinions as following: 

I am now 66 years old. During my childhood, I would participate in the worshipping rites of the sacred 

site 'Shar Tseekheen' at Khooloin am of the Mountain Alag in my birthplace Dorgon soum (county) in 

Khovd aimag (province) by riding racehorse and wrestling. At that time, worshipping of sacred site 

would be an exciting opportunity for the nomadic children to come together and get acquainted, 

challenge cleverness of each other, learn the folk wisdom and customs from elder people and get 

introduced with the traditional culture and heritage, which would be some type of informal education. 

When I bring my mind back, the worshipping tradition and practice has given unforgettable knowledge 

and awareness on the geographic characteristics of my homeland as well as its associated customs and 

traditions. 

lt can be said that the worshipping of sacred sites is the crossroad and kit of the multidisciplinary 

knowledge and wisdom including ecology, history, geography, ethnography, as well as moral, physical, 

aesthetical educations. 

Since we the Mongolians have been drifting in the universal development current of humanity, we have 

come to strive and make much effort for restoring, and maintaining the authentic traditions and folk 

customs. For this, the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001), Convention for the 

Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, both of which Mongolia accepted, have shown great 

influence. 

Worshipping tradition for sacred sites is: 

• Traditional instrument and activity for promoting the environmental education and ecological 

cognition of the children and youth 

• An impetus for developing humanism as it embodies religious rituals, customs and traditional 

culture and mindset 

• Representation and definition ofthe outlook of the nomadic culture, history and livelihood 

• A base for developing and maturing patriotism and a motherland loving upbringing 

• Influence for shaping a moral person as it creates symbolic and respectful manners and rules 

Therefore, the worshipping tradition for sacred sites should be integrated in the non-formal educational 

system in a certain way for protecting and maintaining environment and biosphere for a lifetime. 

TUVSHINTUGS Tsamba 
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Translation from Mongolian 

In regards to 'Mongolian Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites' , the 
nomination from Mongolia for the inscription on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, I would like to express my opinion herewith. 

Research and Information Centre for Sacred Sites in Mongolia, an NGO, acts as a 
national network and operates with aims to protect and preserve the sacred sites of Mongolia, 
and its associated rituals and their practitioners, and further to safeguard, transmit and 
disseminate the knowledge and practices of worshipping tradition to younger generations. 

This national network is comprised of representative communities who live within the territories 
of where the worshipping of sacred sites is practiced and practitioners who are transmitting the 
knowledge of this traditional practice and associated rituals. 

The safeguarding of the worshipping of sacred sites is the best practice for protecting and 
preserving the natural and cultural heritage, and, therefore, the Research and Information Centre 
for Sacred Sites in Mongolia fully supports to nominate the "Mongolian Traditional Practices of 
Worshipping the Sacred Sites" for inscription to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List. 

Furthermore, we are to work with objectives to revitalize the associated rituals and knowledge 
concerned with worshipping practices of sacred sites through carrying out different measures for 
research, training and dissemination, by training and preparing the leaders and/or organizers of 
worship ceremonies, and transmitting the knowledge and rituals of worshipping practices to 
younger generations in their traditional methods and ways. 

Written by: 

Researcher DUURENJARGAL Ayush , 

President, Research and Information Centre for the Sacred Sites of Mongolia- NGO, 

main representative organization of sacred sites' communities and associations 

signature and stamp> 



IOHECKO-rnU:u 6neT 6yc oBniln Konoeunuiiu aapaJITail xaMraaJiax 
maap,!:{JiaraTaii 6ucT 6yc aBniiu JKarcaaJITaJI. MouroJI yJicaac H3p ,!:{JBIIIyyn& 6aiiraa "Yyn 

oooo Taxux Mouron Jau yiiJI" uoMiiuann 6n'IIVK 6aiiraaTaii xo.rJ6orAyyJiaH arax cauaJI 

MouroJihiH TaxHJiraT ra.3ap uyrnrilH cy.uanraa M3.U33.:L1HHH TaB T££ Hh, Mouron1>m 

TaxHJira rnyriDrnH. ra.3ap uyrar 6onoH TaxnnrbiH 3aH yiln, esneu ynaM)l(Jiar'I.UHi1r Xaf\traanax, 

3a.H yful, M3,llmrnH.r 8BJIYYJI3H }'JiaM)l(J[yyJiaxaap yH.ll3CHHH cyJI)l(33 6aH.ryynau mKHJIJia)l( 6aH.ua. 

3H3 cyn)l(3:m.u MOHron opHhi TaxHnra rnyrJJ3rTIH ra.3ap uyrarr aMh.Uap,!l;ar HY1THHH yyryyn 

Hpn.n 6onou TaxHJirbiH 3aH ylfnHltr ynaM)l(JlaH asq 5~Baa esnef'lli.n xa".1par.u.uar IOM. Yyn osoo 

TaxHX JaH yH.nHilr xaMraanax Hh 6aH.ranb coenbiH esnltr xa.'vtraanax lllHJI.ll3r apra yqpaac 

"MourOJlhiH TaxHJiraT rasap nyrrn:HH cy.nanraa M3,!:{33JIJIHMII TaB"- TE£-aac "Yyn osoo Taxm< 

Mouron 3aH yll:n" eBHHH 3yHJIHi1r )]:8-HrrH C£68-nilu )l(arcaanTa.r:( 6ypTryyn3xnilr 6yp3H 

.U3MiKH:>K 6all:ua. Yyun:H zyn.u 6H,ll uaaum.u cy.nanraa, cypranT, cypTantinnraaubi tiHrJI3J133p Tan 

6ypHHH apra X3M:>K33 .smyyn:>K TaxnnrhiH 3UH yiimrltr C3pr:nn xenrcyymx, TaxnnrbiH ecnonhrr 

y.nHp.nau 30XHOII 6altryyn.n:ar XYMYYCHHr cyprau 63JITf3X, TaXHJlfbiH 3au yl1nnilr ynaMiKJiaJIT 

ecoop 3anyy ye.u esnyymxHi1r 3p.M3JI33H a)l(HJl:JffiK 6ai1na. 

Cy.unaaq J jL! A. )1yyp3H>Kapran 


