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FREE, PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT TO A
NOMINATION OF THE MONGOLIAN TRADITIONAL PRACTICES
FOR THE WORSHIPPING OF SACRED SITES

/Includes 4 original consents in Mongolian and English translations
thereof /



Written by:

- BATTULGA Tsend,

Gonzgoi kinship of Uriankhai ethnic group, native person of Sagsain soum (county) of
Bayan-Olgii aimag, leader of practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred mountians
“Five peaks of Mongol Altai”, “Tsengel Khairkhan”, and “Mountain Ezerleg” in the
Bayan-Ulgii province

- SHAGDARSUREN Damba

Mongolian State-Honored Cultural Figure, leader of practitioners of worshipping rituals
of sacred mountains Khangai ovoo and Dulaan Khaan inUvurkhangai province

- Monk SONINBAYAR. SH
State —Honored Cultural figure, senior trainer of the Centre for training a leader-
practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred mountains and sites

-  TUVSHINTUGS Tsamba
Leader of practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred mountains Alag and Altan-hukhii

in khovd province

Mongolian State-Honored Educator

. Residential address: Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar, Bayanzurkh district, 18th khoroo,
13th sub-district, Apt.22A-193. Tel: +(976) 11 456 113, mobile: +(976) 9669 9031
. Possessed higher education with the occupation of teacher of Mongolian language

and literature

- DUURENJARGAL Ayush

President, Research and Information Centre for the Sacred Sites of Mongolia - NGO,
main representative organization of sacred sites' communities and associations



Translation from Mongolian

In regards to ‘Mongolian Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites’ , the nomination
from Mongolia for the inscription on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding, | would like to express my opinion herewith.

Although this consent is written by me, it should be noted that this is representative for the native and
non-native local communities in the aimag (province) of Bayan-Olgii.

| am sincerely delighted for the submission of the nomination of ‘Mongolian Traditional Practices for
the Worshipping of Sacred Sites’ for the inscription on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Revival of this tradition would be of utmost importance on the protection and safeguarding of folk
traditional culture, which is currently under severe exposure to the globalization and at the risk of
disappearance.

Regarding the aimag of Bayan-Olgii, visibility of this traditional practice is getting very low due to the
gradual shrinking of the population of local ethnic groups, such as Uriankhai, D6rvéd and Tuva. For
instance, the worshipping tradition on sacred sites of the Tuvanians is inseparably linked to the
shamanism and is one of the unique and rare traditions in the world. However, this tradition is at the
brim of devastation, and highly demands urgent safeguarding measures.

Altain Uriankhai ethnic group has a unique and complex traditional practice on the worshipping of
sacred sites, which is an integration of the customs of animism, shamanism and Buddhism. For example,
practices of sanctifying blue-brown, white-brown and white horses as heaven deities’ transportation,
sanctifying yak and sheep as transportation of water deity and mountain deity could be mentioned here.
These are originated from mountains belief tradition and an outstanding cultural heritage handed down
by our ancestors who have worshipped the mother earth and eternal blue sky with various offerings,
and prayed for the universal peace and well-being for hundreds of years.

Intangible cultural heritage transmission is currently interrupted due to the constant decrease of the
elders who know the traditional culture and heritage, and the over-domination of the modern culture
among young generations. Through the restoration and maintenance of the authentic worshipping
traditions passed on by our ancestors, sincere ecological activists and environmental protectionists can
be born furthermore. This is one of the best ways to prevent and save our globe from the emerging
ecocatastrophe.

Therefore, | deeply and sincerely hope, just as all Mongolians, that the ‘Mongolian Traditional Practices
for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites’ would be inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Need of Urgent Safeguarding.
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Translation form Mongolian

To the Research & Information Center for the Sacred Sites of Mongolia

The essence of the knowledge and practice concerning the environmental protection of the Mongolians
orientates toward their livelihood defense from various natural disasters. Since the nomadic lifestyle is
completely dependent on the nature and environment for all four seasons, nomadic pastoralists are
very vulnerable and exposed to the various environmental phenomena, and natural disasters.
Therefore, Mongolians have worshipped and venerated the earth and the sky by paying respect,
becalming, deifying them and praying for the security and blessings for their life, belongings, and
livestock for centuries. A classic form of such practice is the worshipping tradition for the sacred sites.
Custom for worshipping the sacred sites of the Mongolians possess an important position in the cultural
heritage of humanity.

| highly concern that it is our generation’s loyal duty to transmit the authentic tradition for the
worshipping of sacred sites to our descendants. That is why, as a honored cultural figure | have been
striving as far as possible to disseminate and promote the Mongolian traditional practice and knowledge
concerning the environmental protection as well as to correct some recently-emerged distortions and to
contribute creating the right course of the tradition.

| fully support and deeply appreciate for nominating the ‘Mongolian Traditional Practices for the
Worshipping of Sacred Sites’ to the UNESO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding. Therefore, | would like to express my constant readiness for contributing the awareness-
raising activities organized by your organization.

SHAGDARSUREN Damba

Mongolian State-Honored Cultural Figure, leader

of practitioners of worshipping rituals of sacred

mountains Khangai ovoo and Dulaan Khaan inUvurkhangai province

<signature>



MOHronbIH TaxXunrar rasap HyTrMiH cyfanraa, M3a33annvny Tegn

Moxromuyyabid Galirans xaMraannoiH YHOC3H aryynra Hb Garanuid anges aloyn ramuwrasc
aMbfpanaa xamraanaxag uqurnacaH Gaupar. JADKNIH CONWGROX [6PBEH YNUPNLIH AyHA
Salranvitd ana3s y33raan, TYYHUA QOTPOOC al0yTal, XOp X8He8NT3A y3araana eprex, apaisx
Maragnan HYYaanuuH apd Tymada Tyd anbar Toxwonador TYN Taj TSHrop ra3paa WYTSH
A33A3r0K, TOAHWA 330WKr aprafaH TORTs XYHASTTan yayymk, espcawnd amb Oue, 3 aryype
Mar CYpraa MB33NA33 884 3C3H MaHA Badnraxbir TaA3HA faaTrad 3anbupy, LIYTEX MPCIH 10M.

Yyuuil coHropor xanb3p Hb yyn ycaa taxux, Tadx yingan Gumas. MouronuyyasiH yyn ycaa
TaxuX EC10N Hb XYH TEPEXTHUA Co&nbiH 68 caHa Yyxan xyHaroi Ganp cyypbrad.

YyHuitr XOi4 yen3a eBAYYNIH YAA33IX, TArAXA3d XMHXIHI 8C wypmasp Hb @BNYYN3H ynaasx
fsaan exeemmiiH GuaHWA Yypar xamaad Bopaor iom. TuilM 4 yupaac Munnid 6ue MoHronuyyasiH
Galirars xamraanax ynasoknanT aproif 8peH ONOHA CYpTanynaH TaHuynax, TyrasH
DaNrapyyNax, CYYNuiH yen y3argax GONncoH 3apuM radkyyasibit apUnrax 3acax, 368 ronsapong
Hb opyynaxbir MoHronsiH YHgacHvidA OnoH Hulitnidd Panno xamasx MagaannuiiH TOM x3parcang
SN wiH XyBbJ 68PVAH YanNbit X3pIsp YapMaiiH npnaa.

IOHECKC-ruiiH Aapanran Xamraanax WUaappnaratain CoSmun Buer 6yc ©suidH Xarcaarran
MOHIONbiH 0BOO TaXWNMbiH 3aH YWnmiur BypTryynaxasap H3p Asswyyrx Gairaa asansLr YHIXasp
vanapxaH gasvuer Oania. TuiAMaac TaHan Teseec 30xMOH Bauryymx 6anraa axnbir Jamumx,
CypTanunaH TaHwynax YANcT oepuAH XyBb H3IMPI3 opyynaxaq yprorok 6anad Gawaraa
WA3PXWANM33p GanHa

MouronoiH YHascHni Onox Hinlimuiin Paguorviil catryym,
Monron YnceiH ConuiH MasbaarT 3yTranmaH

Ramboin Warnapeypan

2010.03.08



Translation from Mongolian

One of the traditional customs passed on among the Mongol generations is the worshipping practice for
sacred sites. Researches suggest the origin of the worshipping tradition for sacred sites is closely linked
to the shamanism and have been gradually developed and enriched with Buddhist rites and customs
since the sixteenth century.

| would like to express my sincere aspiration and support for the nomination of the ‘Mongolian
Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites’ to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, which is definitely has to be inscribed in the List and highly
demanded to be safeguarded immediately.

Being one of the important components of the cultural heritage of humanity, worshipping tradition of
sacred sites is highly recommended to be inscribed in the UNESCO Urgent Safeguarding List and be
safeguarded and promoted furthermore, as the tradition bearers, the elders and the Buddhist monks
who know the authentic tradition, custom and rites are becoming very rare, thus a danger of
disappearance threatening on the intellectual culture and tradition for the worshipping of sacred sites.
Therefore, it should be safeguarded before it is too late.

Monk Soninbayar. Sh

State —Honored Cultural figure, senior trainer of the Centre
for training a leader-practitioners of worshipping rituals
of sacred mountuains and sites

<signature and stamp>
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JPpT 279p Yyeac ynamakIaracaH MOHMOWH apA TyMHHRA &c 3aHwK 60:ok HpedH 3aH yHnyyauids HOr He
OBOO TaXMArbiH 38H Yin oM. Yy 0800 Taxwx HPCOH 3aH YHnu#ir cyanaxan Gazap apt uart Geeruiin
&coop TAXIK HPCcHHAr 16-p 3yyHHW yedc OyanmH wawmim 3aH Y 6oarod xerxyymx HpcIH TYYXTOH.
Motronns apa TyMHEH yJI8sMORIATT yya 0BOO Taxux 3an yHnsAr muvxuith cofamb esa Gyprryymx
Garteax umn spMammATH Gafirmaraa wopxufinee. XyH TepenxtoHHA cofnms e safimwryi
6yprrarmx yusprail opoo Taxwiarbid 3aH yiuniir FOHECKO-rufln sapatrait xamraanax imaapanartai
OBHItH arcaanmana HIp MIBWYYDK Oyprryymx umn 3pMamanmii Gafiraaraa wopxuiiise. Xyn
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&c XypaM YHULIArE, YPHITHT Hb OJ00XOHA00 MY eTrec byypayya, nam xysparyyawr Gafiraa aop Hse
sapaswiaH xamraanaxryft 601 xymyycuHH oioyH caHaann Gafiraa ux co¥n mapraramk yry# Goaox
TanTail ioM. Hitm yupaac aapy#l Typmu wrilasspass 6YpTraH asax Hb 308 1OM.

MBlUITes MauaaHTINDHAKMK XKHA

3padM cOENBIH XYPINIIHTHAH

aaxspai L. Conunbasp




Translation from Mongolian

I, the undersigned Tuvshintugs Tsamba hereby express my gratitude and support for the nomination of
the ‘Mongolian Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites’ to the Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding by the cooperation of the Ministry of Education, Culture and
Sciences, Center for Cultural Heritage as well as other relevant experts and researchers and, would like
to extend my opinions as following:

| am now 66 years old. During my childhood, | would participate in the worshipping rites of the sacred
site Shar Tseekheen’ at Khooloin am of the Mountain Alag in my birthplace Dérgdn soum (county) in
Khovd aimag (province) by riding racehorse and wrestling. At that time, worshipping of sacred site
would be an exciting opportunity for the nomadic children to come together and get acquainted,
challenge cleverness of each other, learn the folk wisdom and customs from elder people and get
introduced with the traditional culture and heritage, which would be some type of informal education.

When | bring my mind back, the worshipping tradition and practice has given unforgettable knowledge
and awareness on the geographic characteristics of my homeland as well as its associated customs and
traditions.

It can be said that the worshipping of sacred sites is the crossroad and kit of the multidisciplinary
knowledge and wisdom including ecology, history, geography, ethnography, as well as moral, physical,
aesthetical educations.

Since we the Mongolians have been drifting in the universal development current of humanity, we have
come to strive and make much effort for restoring, and maintaining the authentic traditions and folk
customs. For this, the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001), Convention for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, both of which Mongolia accepted, have shown great
influence.

Worshipping tradition for sacred sites is:

e Traditional instrument and activity for promoting the environmental education and ecological
cognition of the children and youth

e An impetus for developing humanism as it embodies religious rituals, customs and traditional
culture and mindset

e Representation and definition of the outlook of the nomadic culture, history and livelihood

¢ A base for developing and maturing patriotism and a motherland loving upbringing

¢ Influence for shaping a moral person as it creates symbolic and respectful manners and rules

Therefore, the worshipping tradition for sacred sites should be integrated in the non-formal educational
system in a certain way for protecting and maintaining environment and biosphere for a lifetime.

TUVSHINTUGS Tsamba
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Translation from Mongolian

In regards to ‘Mongolian Traditional Practices for the Worshipping of Sacred Sites’ , the
nomination from Mongolia for the inscription on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, I would like to express my opinion herewith.

Research and Information Centre for Sacred Sites in Mongolia, an NGO, acts as a
national network and operates with aims to protect and preserve the sacred sites of Mongolia,
and its associated rituals and their practitioners, and further to safeguard, transmit and
disseminate the knowledge and practices of worshipping tradition to younger generations.

This national network is comprised of representative communities who live within the territories
of where the worshipping of sacred sites is practiced and practitioners who are transmitting the
knowledge of this traditional practice and associated rituals.

The safeguarding of the worshipping of sacred sites is the best practice for protecting and
preserving the natural and cultural heritage, and, therefore, the Research and Information Centre
for Sacred Sites in Mongolia fully supports to nominate the “Mongolian Traditional Practices of
Worshipping the Sacred Sites” for inscription to the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List.

Furthermore, we are to work with objectives to revitalize the associated rituals and knowledge
concerned with worshipping practices of sacred sites through carrying out different measures for
research, training and dissemination, by training and preparing the leaders and/or organizers of
worship ceremonies, and transmitting the knowledge and rituals of worshipping practices to
younger generations in their traditional methods and ways.

Written by:

Researcher DUURENJARGAL Ayush ,

President, Research and Information Centre for the Sacred Sites of Mongolia - NGO,
main representative organization of sacred sites' communities and associations

signature and stamp>



IOHECKO-ruiin 6uer Oyc oBHIIH KONBEHIUIIH AapaNTail xaMraajiax
maapiarataii 6uet 6yc eBHiiH karcaanTaja MoHroa yiacaac H3p HBWYy./uk 6aiiraa “Yya
0B00 TAXHX MOHIOJI 3aH YiiyI” HOMHHaLm Guyiek 6aiiraaraii xon6orayynax erex canasu

MOHTONBIH Taxuirar rasap HyTTHHH cyjanraa Maas3:.Lmiin Tes [bb ws, Morronem
TAaxuIra WIyTJISTTOH razap HyTar OONOH TaxMITBIH 3aH YHJI, ©BJOH yJaMiKIardiviir xaMmraajnax,
3aH YIUT, MOIJISTHAT ©BAYYIISH yIaMicIyyjiaxaap YHAICHHH CyiDkda Oaliryynan axumiax Oaftaa.
DH3 CY/DKIHI MOHTON OPHBI TaXWira LIYTNSITOH ra3ap HyTarT aMmbhapiar HYTTHHH yyryyn
uprax 60NOH TaXWITBIH 3aH YHIMHTr yJaMikiaH aBy fBaa ©BNErduz XaMmpariiar oM. Yya 0BoO
TaxXWX 3aH YHIUMHr xamraanax Hbp Oaliranb CO€IbIH ©BHHI XaMmraanax IUHJIST apra ydpaac
“MoOHroJIbIH TAXHIraT raszap HYTTHHH cynanraa MaI3/mIHid 1eB”- Thb-aac “Vyn oBoo Taxmx
MOHTON 3aH Yitn”’ eBwiin 3yiymitr JIO-nitn CbbO-uitn xarcaantanm 6yprryymixuitr 6ypan
mMxmx 6aitHa. Yysuit Tynn OMA HaalimMAa Cynasiraa, Cyprair, CypTaTduIraaibl YHIII33p Tald
OypuiitH apra x3MXx33 SBYYJDK TaXHTBIH 3aH YHIHMHT COPrasH XOMKYYJIOX, TAXHITBIH ECIIOJIBIT
YAUpAAH 30XHOH Galryymmar XyMYYCHHr cypran 634TroX, TaxuirblH 3aH yHIHHT ynaMuaanT
€coop 3allyy YEX eBIYYIIXHHT 3pMII33H axuiiax 6aiina.

Cynnaau VJ ~ A. Jlyypauskapran



