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Transcription of 'Letter from a pupil of the Oatlands primary school' 

Dear UNESCO my name is Liam 
mulvey. I am nine years old and I 
just wanted to tell you how much hurling 
means to me. 

Hurling is part of Irish culcher 
and it is very inportant to everyone in 
Ireland. 

Hurling hellps poepel make friends for 
life. Mr O'N eill still plays with friends 
that he made when he was six. 

So I hope you protect hurling. 
kind regards Liam mulvey. 
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18th March 2016 
 
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I write to offer my support and consent for the Irish Government’s nomination seeking 
UNESCO Heritage Status for the game of Hurling. 
 
I am a Professor of Archaeology in Archaeology, at University College Dublin. My research 
and teaching expertise is in the daily life, material culture and societies of early medieval 
Ireland, AD 400-1100. I have an extensive list of publications, most notably my work of 
synthesis, Early Medieval Ireland, AD 400-1100: The Evidence from Archaeological 
Excavations, published by the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, in 2014. 
 
Hurling is almost unique in the world, in that it has a well-studied and clearly demonstrable 
ancestry and heritage going back at least one thousand years. Hurling is described in several 
early medieval textual or historical sources, dating from the 7th-12th century AD. There are 
clear descriptions of hurling in the stick and ball games in the early Irish narrative literature 
(e.g. Táin Bo Cuailgne, dating from at least the 11th-/12th century AD), with references to the 
curved stick (the lorg ane or camáin); the ball (liathroit), as well as the tactics and means of 
scoring. There are also references in early Irish laws – such as Mealbreatha, ‘judgements on 
sporting injuries’) to the injuries that can be sustained in hurling games, to participants and 
spectators. It is also clear from early Irish laws, from the 7th/8th century, that hurleys were 
personal possessions and could be bound and made in various ways. There is also strong 
archaeological or material evidence for hurling in early Ireland. A curved hurling stick from a 
bog in Derries, Co. Offaly has been radiocarbon dated to the 15th century. A number of 
hurling balls, or sliotars, have also been radiocarbon dated to the 12th century AD and 
onwards. The historical and archaeological evidence combines to confirm that hurling has 
significant antiquity, giving further strength to its role as intangible heritage in modern Ireland. 
 
In conclusion, as a life-long hurling fan, and as an Irish person, I would also certainly argue 
that hurling is regarded with great affection by Irish people around the world, signifying the 
important role of the GAA and our native games in Irish cultural expression. I would argue 
that hurling, with all its excitement and passion, and governed by arguably the greatest 
amateur sporting organisation in the world, is one of Ireland’s gifts to the wider world. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Professor Aidan O’Sullivan 
UCD School of Archaeology 





 

      Institute of Technology Tralee, 
      Tralee 
      Co Kerry  
      Ireland 
       
      18th March 2016 

 
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
As a UNESCO Chair we support the endeavours of UNESCO to recognise and act towards exemplifying the 
power of sport across educational, scientific and cultural domains. 
 
As project Manager of the UNESCO Chair in the Institute of Technology Tralee in the domain of inclusion in 
Physical Education, Sport Recreation and Fitness, with a global remit, I am happy to testify that Hurling 
continues to retain an important social and cultural function in Irish Society today, a function it has maintained 
for hundreds of years.   Across Ireland, Hurling is accepted as a cornerstone of intangible cultural heritage, its 
practice and significance passing from generation to generation.  Hurling has been and continues to be 
represented in whole or in parts at festivals and sporting events of local, regional and National significance. 
The making of the Hurley and Sliotar can be tracked though history evidencing the evolution of traditional 
crafts through their making. The craft based production of these Items remains alive in Ireland today, and 
much national pride surrounds this.  
 
Beyond Ireland, as Irish Diaspora have migrated across the world Hurling is recognised as a symbol of cultural 
identity and heritage for the many Irish emigrants who take up the sport in a desire to maintain links with their 
cultural heritage.  
 
The UNESCO Chair   ‘Transforming the Lives of People with Disabilities Their Families and Communities, through 
Physical Education, Sport Recreation and Fitness, was officially launched by the President of Ireland, Michael 
D. Higgins in February 2015.  At this launch we were very proud to showcase how hurling continues to evolve 
to enable the participatory inclusion of people with disabilities (see photo below).  Section 1.18 of UNESCO’s 
Berlin Declaration outlines that Ministers should ‘provide opportunities for traditional sport and games as a 
means for wider inclusion’.  In the case of Hurling that is evidenced herein. Throughout history, regardless of 
ability or disability, Hurling has always been considered by all Irish people as an important part of Cultural 
Heritage.  
 
Article 1 (point 1.5) of UNESCO’s International Charter of Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport (2015) 
outlines how; “Traditional and indigenous games, dances and sports, also in their modern and emerging forms, 



express the world’s rich cultural heritage and must be protected and promoted”.  The Irish Government and 
the GAA have proven themselves to be outstanding gatekeepers in this regard.  
 
I fully support the application being made by the Irish Government to UNESCO with regard to nomination of 
Heritage Status for Hurling.  
 
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 
Catherine Carty UNESCO Chair Project Manager.  
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                                           TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN  
 
 
 
I am contacting you in relation to the current application by the Irish Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural practice and 
expression of intangible heritage. 
 
I have been an avid fan of Hurling for over 30 years initiated through the close association 
the Australian Football League, my employer , has with the Gaelic Athletic Association going 
back to 1984. Since, on an almost annual basis, our bodies have showcased International 
Rules matches featuring the great elements of Gaelic and Australian Football celebrating the 
unique skills of our respective Indigenous codes to crowds of up to 80,000 fans in Ireland and 
Australia and to millions on television throughout the world. 
 
Often Hurling matches would be presented as part of the match day experience with the skills 
and physical prowess required being unique and unrivalled in world sport. Hurling, in my 
opinion, is the most spectacular field game in the world today and is well recognised in 
Australia as a product of the Irish way of life. 
 
In relation to the application I am happy to provide my consent and support as I consider 
myself not only part of the world sporting community but also a member of the broader Hurling 
community and look forward to hearing of the success of the application. 
 
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Yours in sport 
 
 
 
Kevin Sheehan OAM 
     
Kevin.sheehan@afl.com.au 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 





The Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers 
www.igahm.ie 

 
 

Mary-Kay Murphy, 
Secretary, 

Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers, 
Kilmagemogue, 

Kilmeaden, 
Co. Waterford. 

 
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 

        16th March 2016 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am contacting you in relation to the application by the Irish Department of Arts, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural practice and expression of intangible 
heritage. 
 

As a passionate supporter of the game of Hurling and advocate for the tradition and craftsmanship of 
hurley-making I consider myself privileged to hold the position of Secretary of the Irish Guild of Ash 
Hurley Makers. The Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers is the representative body for artisan hurley-
makers across the 32 counties of Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Our members are dedicated 
professionals and skilled craftsmen, their craft, taking a piece of ash and honing it to produce the ideal 
hurley for the National Game of Ireland – Hurling. The objectives of the Irish Guild of Ash Hurley 
Makers are to strengthen, protect and foster the craft of Hurley Making, working to obtain recognition 
for the Hurley Maker’s skill, to protect the Hurley Maker’s craft & traditions and to ensure the integrity 
for the Hurley Maker’s workmanship for future generations. 

 
Hurley-makers are ideally placed to witness the impact Hurling makes on a social and cultural level. It 
bonds and unites communities at all levels encouraging community development and participation in 
sport, supporting local charities through player participation,  increasing numbers of people involved in 
community participation and volunteering  and enhancing local and national identity and pride.  
 
The Hurley has become an emblem of Ireland along with shamrock and harp thus reflecting the 
importance Hurling plays culturally! One of the easiest ways the Irish Diaspora can feel linked to 
‘home’ is through their GAA jerseys – which are worn with pride. The growth of GAA worldwide is 
evidence of this. 
 
In relation to the application I am happy to provide my consent and support as a representative of the 
Irish Guild of Ash Hurley Makers and look forward to hearing of the success of the application. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours in sport, 
 
Mary-Kay Murphy 
 
secretaryigahm@gmail.com 



 
 

           Niamh McCoy 
Director 

GAA Museum 
Croke Park 

Dublin 3 
Ireland 

 
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 

16.03.2016 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am contacting you in relation to the current application by the Irish Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural practice and expression of intangible 
heritage.  
 
As a passionate supporter of the development of Hurling and Camogie, I consider myself privileged to 
hold the position of Director of the GAA Museum and I am dedicated to promoting an appreciation of 
the values, culture and history of Gaelic Games, in particular Hurling. The GAA museum does this by 
preserving, researching, interpreting, exhibiting and providing access to our heritage and honouring 
those who have made an outstanding contribution to our national game of Hurling. 
 
In relation to the application I am happy to provide my consent and support as a representative of the 
GAA Museum and look forward to hearing of the success of the application.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours in sport, 
 
Niamh McCoy 
 
nmccoy@crokepark.ie 
 



Dr. Patrick Bracken, 

Clongour Road, 

Thurles, 

Co. Tipperary 

Ireland. 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 

1, rue Miollis  

75732 Paris Cedex 15 

France 

 

16.03.2016 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am contacting you in relation to the current application by the Irish Department of Arts, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural practice and expression of intangible heritage.  

 

I have been an avid fan of Hurling since the age of four, and now forty-five years later, I consider myself to 

be a representative of the Hurling Community. I have played with my Club, Moycarkey-Borris, since I was 

thirteen years old and it was my great honour to win a County Minor hurling title with them during my 

playing career. In addition to this, I represented my school, Thurles CBS for five years. Since finishing my 

playing career I moved from home and I now follow the fortunes of my son as he follows in my footsteps 

with his club, Durlas Óg, a club which only caters for juvenile players up to the age of sixteen. I have been 

a hurling mentor with this club since I moved to Thurles. Besides all that, I have retained an avid 

fascination for hurling, not only in the modern era but in the way hurling has grown and developed over 

the millennia.  

 

Hurling is a deep passion of mine – in my opinion there is nothing to rival the feeling of identity and 

community that one feels as a player, coach or spectator at the All Ireland Final in September. The game 

and skills and physical prowess it requires are unique and unrivalled. I have exhaustively researched the 

growth and development of the game, not only in Ireland, but also in Australia, where the game meant so 

much to Irish immigrants in the latter half of the nineteenth century. 

 

Coupled with this, I have had to balance my research by taking into account the growth and spread of 

hurling in both North and South America, where I read widely about how the game came to mean so 

much to the nascent Irish communities there in the nineteenth century. 

 

I have written about the growth and development of the game in Ireland and Australia. I have also 

presented conference and lecture papers on the spread of hurling nationally and globally. My doctoral 

thesis, taken at the International Centre for Sports History and Culture at De Montfort University, 

Leicester, England, included aspects of the growth and development of hurling in Co. Tipperary, the 

birthplace of the Gaelic Athletic Association, between 1840 and 1880. 

 



Apart from my thesis, I give a brief resume of my papers, conference and lecture presentations which were 

solely related to the growth and development of hurling and its importance to Ireland and the Irish race. 

The two radio lectures both included hurling in an examination of sport in Co. Kilkenny and Co. Tipperary. 

 

Thesis: 

The Growth and Development of Sport in Co. Tipperary, 1840 – 1880’. Thesis for the Award of PhD at the 

International Centre for Sports History and Culture, De Montfort University, Leicester. (November 2014). 

 

Conference Papers: 

‘Hurling in Australia: The First 40 Years, 1877-1917’. Sports History Ireland Conference 2014, St. Patrick’s 

College, Drumcondra, Dublin. (20 September 2014)  

 

‘Not Quite Yet on Death’s Door: Hurling 1840-1884.’ Sports History Ireland Conference 2012, University 

College Cork. (September 2012)  

 

Hurling in Australia Before the Foundation of the GAA. Society for the Study of Nineteenth Century Ireland 

Conference 2012, Mater Dei Institute, Dublin. (28 June 2012) 

 

Lectures: 

‘Not Quite Yet on Death’s Door: Hurling in Ireland and Australia 1840-1884’. Heritage Week 2015, Lár na 

Páirce GAA Museum, Thurles, Co. Tipperary. (27 August 2015) 

 

Pre-GAA Hurling in Ireland and Australia. Sr. Áine Historical Society, Templemore, Co. Tipperary. (21 

February 2013) 

 

Published: 

‘The Emergence of Hurling in Australia, 1877-1917’ in Sport in Society, Special Issue: Sport in Ireland – 

Social and Historical Perspectives. Vol. 19, No. 1. (January 2016), pp 62-73. 

 

‘Some more evidence for Hurling prior to the Foundation of the GAA’ in Tipperary GAA Yearbook 2016, 

pp 94-97. 

 

Radio Lectures: 

Local Background to the Foundation of the GAA. Radio Kilkenny, Spring 2001. 

 

Sport in pre-Famine Kilkenny. Radio Kilkenny, Autumn 2000. 

 

 

 

In relation to the application I am happy to provide my consent and support as a member of the Hurling 

community and look forward to hearing of the success of the application.  

 



If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Yours in sport, 

 
 

Dr. Patrick Bracken 

(brackpat@gmail.com)  
 



 

                       

 
Professor David Lavallee 

   
      School of Sport 
 University of Stirling 
      Stirling FK9 4LA 
 Scotland UK 

 
       T: 01786 466489 
       E: david.lavallee@stir.ac.uk 
                           W: www.stir.ac.uk/sport 

16 March 2016  

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 

Re Letter of consent and support for UNESCO Heritage Status for Hurling 

To whom it may concern 

I am a Professor at the University of Stirling I am writing to letter of support for 
UNESCO Heritage Status for Hurling.  I have been involved with the sport of hurling 
as an independent researcher over the last 3 years. The project evaluated the 
impact of the Super Games Centre, and through this I was able to see clear 
evidence of how hurling is part of Ireland’s cultural heritage. 

As a member of the Hurling Community I am happy to support and consent to the 
nomination seeking UNESCO Heritage Status for the game of Hurling. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David Lavallee, PhD 

 



Seamus Hughes 
Dromore West 

Cootehill 
Co Cavan 

Ireland 
 
 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
  

17.03.2016 
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I am contacting you to express my support for the current application by the Irish 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a 
cultural practice and expression of intangible heritage.  
  
I have played and followed Gaelic Games, and hurling in particular, for all of my life. 
Although my own area, County Cavan, is not one of the strongest areas in relation to 
hurling participation; there are still many passionate followers of hurling in this area 
and many hundreds of children and young people from Cavan play the game every 
year. My local Gaelic field is named after Hugh O’Reilly, who was a great champion of 
hurling in this area. 
 
I have coached hurling for over ten years. In that time the local club, Cootehill Celtic, 
has been very successful and won many leagues and championships. The senior team 
has won the last two Cavan championships; for the first time in a generation. I have 
also coached at county level for 6 years and during that time the Cavan minor team 
(under 18 years of age) has won an Ulster championship, league and played in an All-
Ireland final.   
  
Hurling is more than simply a pastime or even a sport to the people who are active in 
hurling, especially here in the Province of Ulster. It is a part of who we are as a people, 
just like the Irish language, Irish traditional music or our history. It is a unique sport; 
which is the greatest and most skilful game in the world, in my humble opinion. 
  
In relation to the application I am happy to provide my consent and support as a 
member of the Hurling community and look forward to hearing of the success of the 
application.  
  
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
  
Yours in sport, 
Seamus Hughes 
sehughes32@gmail.com 



 

26 Ladybrook Crescent ,  
Belfast BT11 9ES, 

Co. Antrim 
Ireland 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 

16.03.2016 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am contacting you in relation to the current application by the Irish Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural practice and 
expression of intangible heritage.  
 
I have been an avid fan of Hurling since the age of 4, and now 35 years later, I consider myself 
to be a representative of the Hurling Community. I have played with my Club, Padraig Sairseil , 
since I was four years old and it was my great honour to play for my club in  Gaelic football and 
hurling, which I captained both teams at senior level .I also represented my County at U21 level 
in football and Hurling and going on to play senior hurling for the county where we won 2 Ulster 
championships. I then went onto represent my County at Junior level in which we won the All-
Ireland title in 2002.  Since finishing my playing career I have been involved with coaching players 
at all levels. I have completed my level 2 coaching certificate in September 2015. 
 
In relation to the application I am happy to provide my consent and support as a member of the 
Hurling community and look forward to hearing of the success of the application.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours in sport, 
Sean Óg Mc Guinness 
 
(sean_og06@hotmail.com) 
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UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
  
 
               Frankfurt/Main, 17 March 2016                                               
 
 
 
Subject: Letter of Support to the nomination seeking UNESCO Heritage 
Status for the Game of Hurling 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
 
I am contacting you in relation to the current application by the Irish Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural 
practice and expression of intangible heritage.  
 
TAFISA, as the leading international Sport for All organization, has for many 
years engaged in the safeguarding and promotion of Traditional Sports and 
Games. This is documented by the various programs, events and political 
statements that have been developed over the years, including: 

1. The organization of the TAFISA World Sport for All every four years since 
1992, under the patronage of UNESCO.  

2. The UNESCO / TAFISA Busan Appeal on the Promotion and 
Preservation of Traditional Sports and Games (2008), 

3. The UNESCO / TAFISA Siauliai Call for Good Practices in “Traditional 
Sports and Games and Community Development” (2012), 

4. The development of TAFISA Regional Traditional Sports and Games 
Centres all over the world. 

 
More recently, TAFISA has led Project Recall: Games of the Past – Sports for 
Today, supported by the European Commission, which included the Gaelic 
Athletic Association as a main partner. The game of Hurling was an outstanding 
example how a Traditional Game could survive over the ages, playing a 
significant role in the Irish society.  
 
We are today happy to support and consent to the nomination seeking UNESCO 
Heritage Status for the game of Hurling. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

      
Wolfgang Baumann 
Secretary General 



Tony Devine 
Kenley Road,  
Bishopstown, 

Co. Cork. 
Ireland 

UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 

16.03.2016 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am contacting you in relation to the current application by the Irish Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural practice and expression of intangible 
heritage.  
 
I have been an avid fan of Hurling since I moved to Ireland from the US in 2001 and I consider myself 
to be a representative of the Hurling Community. My 5 year old son just started playing at our local club 
in Cork and the community that surrounds the game is unrivalled.  Coming from an Irish-American 
background I felt an instant connection to the game and my heritage. 
 
In relation to the application I am happy to provide my consent and support as a member of the Hurling 
community and look forward to hearing of the success of the application.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours in sport, 
Tony Devine 
 

 
 
devineaw@tcd.ie  
 







        18th March 2016 

Re: Letter of Support to achieve UNESCO Heritage Status for Hurling  

Dear UNESCO commission, 

Sport is a clear expression of a society’s identity and their evolution. In fact, sport 
is a key part of cultural identity, and a mechanism for the protection and 
promotion of cultural diversity. Traditional Sports and Games (TSG) lie at the 
very foundation of our cultural traditions. European examples include Gaelic 
games (hurling, football, camogie, handball) in Ireland, Basque Pelota (and local 
vari- ants) in Spain, Longue Paume in France, Tamburello in Italy among many 
others. These are the backbone of a community and many elements of traditional 
culture such as language, cuisine, music, dance, and the broader arts. Thus, 
retaining knowledge of our traditional sporting practices is vital in terms of 
preservation and promotion of sport as an expression of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage [refs 1].   

Within Ireland the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) are the sports governing 
authority who oversee our Irish national sports, including hurling, which is one 
of our countries most popular sports. It attracts crowds of in excess of 80,000 for 
the national finals and as an organisation and sport (hurling) it truly permeates 
Irish society more than any other national amateur sporting organisation in 
the world. It has representation in every single village and small town in Ireland. 
Each village has it own club and teams, from 4 year olds upwards. It uses 
sport/hurling as a means of anchoring our national identity, not only 
directly in terms of the traditional sports themselves, but also in fostering 
other aspects of our national identity, including: language, dance, music, 
poetry etc. In addition, hurling is part of our vibrant story telling culture, 
including fairy tails known to all children such as Legend of Cu Chulainn 
(www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends/irish-story-and-legend-cu-chulainn-
002150), and Refereeing a Fairy Hurling Match. 

In my academic opinion, and this is without exaggeration, without the activity 
of the GAA, through its foundation sport of hurling, much of our current 
Irish culture (language, dance) would be significantly depleted. As you are 
acutely aware, it is challenging for countries to maintain their national and 
cultural heritage in a time of mass globalisation, especially for smaller nations 
who do not play a significant role in International affairs or have international 
media penetration. The GAA, through hurling, has bucked this international 
trend of mass ‘cultural’ globalisation, and managed to continue to grow our 
national identity, not only at home within Ireland, but internationally in a very 
positive way through our diaspora (in excess of 70 million) [refs 2, 3]. See: Paul  



For the past 3 years, I have been a Co-Principle Investigator on a European FP7 
project €1.95 million, across 8 European partners (RePlay: Reusable low-cost 
platform for digitizing and preserving traditional participative sports, grant 
number 601170 ; www.fp7-replay.eu, ICT-2011.8.2: ICT for access to cultural 
resources).  Its central tenant is the preservation of tradition sports (one of 
which is hurling) as an Intangible Cultural Heritage, and to provide an 
opportunity to allow the young to try to learn and emulate their heroes 
(www.fp7-replay.eu/index.php/en/project/objectives) [E.g. refs 4, 5, 6]. This 
testifies to the importance placed on sport as an Intangible Cultural Heritage 
(in line with UNESCO’s policy) and to the specific importance placed on 
hurling in this regard within Ireland. 

On behalf of my School of Health and Human Performance, and both as a 
research and academic, I fully endorse and consent to the nomination 
seeking UNESCO Heritage Status for the game of Hurling 

Dr Kieran Moran 

Co-PI: RePlay 
Previous Head, School of Health and Human Performance 
00353 1 700 8011 
Kieran.moran@dcu.ie 
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             69 Carrycastle Rd, 
                    Dungannon, 
                            Co. Tyrone,
                 Ireland. 
19/3/2016     
 
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I write in relation to the current application by the Irish Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural practice and expression of intangible heritage.  
 
From my own historical research and writings, the significance of hurling as one of the prime symbols of 
Irish national identity can be seen to stretch back to medieval times. Indeed, the game is a recurring motif 
in the mythology of Ireland. Since the fourteenth century at least, settlers and visitors to Ireland, as much 
as if not more so than the native Irish, identified hurling as the definitive game of the Irish. The game was 
specifically banned under the Statutes of Kilkenny in the year 1366 so as to keep the recent Anglo-
Norman settlers from mingling with the native Irish. This symbolism of hurling as the Irish national game 
strengthened over the centuries that followed. 
 
Wherever the Irish emigrated, they brought the game with them and presented it as a symbol of their 
national identity. Eighteenth-century American and British newspaper reports of hurling matches among 
Irish exiles bear testimony to this fact. Similar accounts of hurling matches among the Irish in Australia 
in the 1870s prove the point further. 
 
After the formation of the Gaelic Athletic Association in 1884 and the codification of hurling under its 
remit, the iconic cultural status of hurling never wavered. The hurling stick remained such a potent symbol 
for the Irish at home and abroad because the game was much more accessible to the populace, whereas 
other national characteristics – like the Irish language and Irish dancing – were practised and perfected 
more as minority interests.  
 
For these reasons, aside even from the sheer aesthetic thrill of the sport, I would like to lend my name to 
support this application. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Dr Dónal McAnallen  
 
(Co-editor, The Evolution of the GAA (2009); author, The Cups that Cheered: A History of the Sigerson, 
Fitzgibbon and Higher Education Gaelic Games (2012); occasional lecturer in Sports Studies, Ulster 
University) 
 
(dmcanallen@mail.com) 



Hollywell, 
Kilfenora, 
Co. Clare. 

19/03/2016. 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
                               I write to you in relation to the application by the Government of Ireland through 
its Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to UNESCO to have Hurling listed as a cultural 
practice and expression of intangible heritage. 
 
I was born in 1942 in the Civil Parish of Kilnaboy on the Southern edge of the Burren during WW2. I 
have been fascinated since early childhood with the heroic awesomeness attaching not only to this 
unique, ethnocentric game but also its mythos and folklore of its heroes in the continuum from Fianna  
Eireann and Setanta down through the ages to the Gaelic Athletic Associations's Hurling Immortals of 
the 20th and 21st centuries . 
 
The micro cultural realm and the social conditions into which I was born hadn't changed much from 
those which Michael Cusack describes in his recollections of playing the game of hurling when growing 
up in the adjoining parish of Carron! He wrote: "The size of the hurling field didn't bother us. I played 
hurling in a room and I played it with goalposts...we made little of stone walls and roads and other 
obstacles. We played with sticks without bosses and we played with hurleys. We played when there 
were only two of us and we played it when there were more than sixty of us locked in deadly combat." 
 
As a ten year old, I can remember joining in such inter-townland rivalry played on Sunday afternoons 
in well-disposed local farmers' fields. Temporary goalposts and the walls as boundaries to the 
playground were the norm! The games would continue from early afternoon till dusk. The stoppages 
were only occasioned when the ball went out of bounds or into a ' tor' of briars or copse or got lost. 
Such local contests were purely recreational, informal, inclusive of many age groups and rarely 
rancorous or mean-spirited. 
 
I was not a successful hurler in terms of being on winning teams. I thought I was going to be a Christy 
Ring or Jimmy Smith when a hurling aficionado from Ruan (then a Hurling stronghold) made me a 
present of a brand new perfectly balanced and smoothed ash hurley stick, the boss tinned and riveted 
to resist cracking in the coming ' clash of the ash' encounters as well a black taped hand grip. Despite 
my enthusiastic and persistent practising of the multiplicity of hurling skills required to get on the Parish 
Team , when I graduated to the village Hurling Field , the townies were reluctant to make the ' outsider', 
unless he was exceptional, become an 'insider'! The apogee of my hurling trajectory to winning heights 
was being a player in a Minor B County Championship winning team of 1959 with Cumann Luthchleas 
Gael Cora Finne (Corofin G.A.A. Club), despite missing the Final! 
 
However, I spent most of my adult life as a Primary School Teacher in the neighbouring Parish of 
Kilfenora, promoting the game of  hurling among students who had ambitions to be dual stars, in a 
predominantly Gaelic Football Parish . I was also involved with Administration duties at County Board 
Level and in promoting an awareness of the socio-economic and cultural legacy of Michael Cusack who 
salvaged almost single handed our unique game of hurling from the detritus of dead epochs due to 
Colonial suppression of Gaelic customs since the Statutes of Kilkenny. I became involved in the 
centenary celebrations of Cusack's inaugural meeting of The Founding Fathers of the Gaelic Athletic 
Association in 1884. My focus became the Restoration and Preservation of his ancestral Homestead in 
Carron and the development of an appropriate Visitor Centre for exhibiting of memorabilia, his writings 
and publications, especially the extant issues of Celtic Times weekly, and an exposé of the sacrifices he 
made during his professional life as an educator, and his influence on the shaping of modern Ireland. 
  
Is mise, le mormheas, 
Sean P. O Cathain , O.S. ,( Iar-phriomh Oide S.N.Fachtna Naofa , Cill Fhionnurach) ; Iar-leasrunai Coiste 
Chondae an Chlair CLG ; Former Director of the Michael Cusack Development Company Ltd. and Comhar 
Conradh na Boirne 
 















 
        Mr Paul McGinley 
        Birch Walk 
        Fishers Wood 
        Sunningdale 
        Berkshire 
        SL5 0JF 
        Email: emma@golfmcginley.com 
 
 
29th March 2016  
 
UNESCO Intangible Heritage Section 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 
Dear Sirs,  
 
My name is Paul McGinley and I am a professional golfer playing on the European Tour® for 
the past twenty-five years. In 2014, I was Captain of the European Ryder Cup Team who 
defeated the USA at Gleneagles, 16½ to 11½. In 2016, I will be the non-playing Team Captain 
of the Irish Olympic Team participating in Rio, Brazil. As a golfer I have always excelled as a 
Team player and I owe this on no small part to being a Gaelic Games player. I have played 
and managed five winning Ryder Cup Teams. 
 
Although my career has been primarily being Golf, my first love of sport came through Gaelic, 
our National games of football and hurling. Unfortunately, as a 19-year-old, I suffered a knee 
injury as a Gaelic footballer and it ended my participation in the game. Playing our National 
game along with many of my friends thought me the importance of being a team player, in a 
group of 15 plus.  
 
The game of Gaelic hurling is to me the most unique and skilful game in the World. Along 
with the team aspect, it teaches children and all its players disciplines not experienced in other 
sports. Most importantly, it is part of the fabric of Irish life for some 3,000 years and etched in 
the History of my Country, Ireland.   
 
As a proud Irish person and a member of the Hurling Community I am happy to support 
and consent to the nomination seeking UNESCO Heritage Status for the game of Hurling.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Paul McGinley  
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