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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multi-national nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Republic of Korea

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.

Not to exceed 200 characters

	Ssireum, traditional wrestling in the Republic of Korea

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable
Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language corresponding to the official name in English or French (point B.1).
Not to exceed 200 characters

	씨름

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1) mention alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	Gakjeo, Gaknyeok, Gakhui, Goryeogi

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Ssireum, or traditional Korean wrestling, is a popular folk entertainment that is widely enjoyed by Koreans. A diverse range of social groups from many different regions of the country participates in the practice and transmission of ssireum, including families, villages, schools, universities, and social clubs. Also involved is a ssireum organization dedicated to the safeguarding of Korean wrestling: the Korea Ssireum Association. The Korea Ssireum Association is responsible for the management and supervision of professional ssireum games, as well as supporting the practice of ssireum amon general public. 
As such, the practice and transmission of ssireum transcend all social, economic, and regional distinctions to encompass the entire population of the Republic of Korea.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating if possible the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories, and submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	Ssireum is prevalent across the territory of the Republic of Korea. While sharing the basic structure of ssireum, different regions have developed variants on ssireum based on their given geographic and historical backgrounds. There are no limitations on the site or timing for ssireum games, but ssireum generally takes place in accordance with the annual agricultural cycle. Different regions across the Korean Penninsula serve as primary grounds for the safeguarding and dissemination of distinctive ssireum practices. Each region demonstrates diversity in the methods and terminology used, but they share the common social function for ssireum of enhancing community solidarity and collaboration. 
The ssireum tradition has also been maintained by Koreans living overseas. They enjoy games on special occasions, and blend it with local traditions in creative ways. Ssireum is well represented among ethnic Koreans in countries such as China, Japan, the United States, and Uzbekistan.

	E.
Contact person for correspondence

	E.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multi-national nominations provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mr
Family name:

Kim
Given name:

Jong-jin
Institution/position:

Administrator
Address:

189 Cheongsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, Republic of Korea
Telephone number:

+82(0)42-481-3186
E-mail address:

ejeong@korea.kr


	E.2.
Other contact persons (for multi-national files only)
Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	---

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion R.1, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘other(s)’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s)

	This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community,

b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element,

c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element,
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.
The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’;

c. 
that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

	(i) Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to readers who have never seen or experienced it.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	As one of the popular Korean folk tradtion, ssireum is a type of wrestling in which two players wearing long fabric belts around their waists and one thigh grip their opponents' belt and employ various techniques to send the opponent to the ground. It is played on diverse occasions, including traditional holidays, market days, and festivals. 

Ssireum games occur on sand in any available space around a neighborhood, and are open to participation by community members of all ages, from children to seniors. The winner in the final game for adults is awarded an ox, which symbolises agricultural abudance, and the title of Jangsa. When the games are over, the Jangsa parades around the neighborhood riding the ox in celebration. The customary practice of providing an ox as a prize is meant to allow the winner to farm more effectively

	(ii) Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element? Are there any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities for the practice and transmission of the element? If yes, who are they and what are their responsibilities?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	While the Korean people as a whole can be considered the community concerned, communities can also be identified according to particular social groups. 

The first is individual families. At family gatherings, knowledge and narratives relating to ssireum are transmitted from senior family members to yourger generations. This famillial transmission provides a foundation for the inter-generational transmission of ssireum.

The second is local communities. Senior community members in each village or neighborhood have expert knowledge and techinques on ssireum or may have been professional ssireum wrestlers in the past. They transmit ssireum to the community both directly and indirecly at local events. This line of transmission is the basis for the development of ssireum's local characteristics. 

The third is teachers. Teachers in local schools play an importance role in providing and supporting the transmission of techniques to succeeding generations through formal and informal education. 

The fourth is private or grassroots organizations. There are a number of such organizations for the practice and transmission of ssireum culture. They not only organize ssireum games, but also disseminate Korean wrestling among those who might not have otherwise developed an interest in ssireum, including children, women, and even people from other cultures. 

The fifth is former and current wrestlers. Retired wrestlers play the same role as school teachers in the transmission of ssireum: they demonstrate and disseminate a diverse range of ssireum techniques and methods through games, workshops, and special lectures.

	(iii) How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Koreans are broadly exposed to and naturally experience ssireum traditions within their families and local communities. The experience of ssireum acquired within the immediate living environment lays a foundation for the more systematic ssireum education provided at elementary, middle, and high schools through curricular and extracurricular programs. Professional education in ssireum is offered at the university level. 

It is worth mentioning the Korea Ssireum Association and its local chapters, which are closely connected with local communities dedicated to the transmission of ssireum. The Korea Ssireum Association, recently incorporated the Civil Ssireum Association of Sport for All, plays the role of nurturing ssireum trainers and professionals. The local chapters provide a variety of ssireum programs with the aim of expanding the popular basis of ssireum practice, including street contests and public lectures. It is particularly notable that efforts are made to disseminate ssireum among children, women, and people from abroad, and even train them into ssireum coaches and professional ssireum players. In addition, public media broadcasts of ssireum matches play a significant role in diffusing the relevant ssireum techniques and knowledge.

As such, the transmission of ssireum is conducted through diverse mechanisms such as customary transmission at the family and community levels; systematic education in educational institutes; expert training by professional ssireum players; and media broadcasts of ssireum games. This multi-faceted efforts has contributed not only to inter-generational transmission, but also to the popularization and specialization of ssireum.

	(iv) What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today for its community?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ssireum is a dynamic game in which two players match their strength and skills against one another. The great attraction of ssireum lies in the thrill of the diverse actions—grappling, pushing, throwing, and turning—that all take place within a split second. When a smaller player throws a much larger competitor, evoking a “David and Goliath” event, the excitement of the audience is redoubled. Ssireum games take place on every major traditional holiday and serve as a symbol of Korean traditional sports and of Korean cultural identity. 

Ssireum matches do not require special equipment or facilities, and therefore can be held anywhere public. An approachable sport involving little risk of injury, ssireum is used as a means of improving mental and physical health. While ssireum centers on exerting individual physical strength, it also displays the capacities of the community as a whole when organized as group or community events. Matches between neighboring villages provide an opportunity to collectively prepare and share festive food and music, contributing to community solidarity and unity. 

Contests between villages would not be complete without sponsorship, participation, and unity from all community members, which explains the social function and meaning of ssireum as a community event. Ssireum helps to foster solidarity among community members as they share the excitement of the match. They also provide an opportunity to pray for harmony and prosperity in the community.

	(v) Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable development?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Ssireum contains no element that is incompatible with international human rights conventions, the principle of mutual respect, or sustainable development. Its observation of human rights and the principle of mutual respect are manifested in the practice of games that allow participation by all and encourage the engagement of seniors, women, children, and people from other cultures.  

Ssireum is fundamentally a contest between individuals or communities to separate a winner and loser. Unlike martial arts involving kicking or striking, however, ssireum players compete by gripping the opponent by the belt. Although it may seem violent at first glance, ssireum features little risk of physical injury.  

Before the start of a ssireum match, the two wrestlers demonstrate their respect to each other and prepare for the game by sitting with their knees facing the other’s. The wrestlers also honor the spectators and judges. This courteous start serves to foster a sense of respect and consideration for others.

The strict compliance with rules and etiquette, the sense of fair play, and the discipline of learning and practice that are required for ssireum all help the wrestlers develop self-control and discipline. In addition, the cooperative and role-sharing spirit required promotes a positive mindset and attitude both toward the self and others. Ssireum is a sport characterized by inclusiveness and openness and one that can be played and shared regardless of differences in social status, gender, age, region, experience, or nationality.

	2.
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue

	For Criterion R.2, the States shall demonstrate that ‘Inscription of the element will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage and to encouraging dialogue, thus reflecting cultural diversity worldwide and testifying to human creativity’. This criterion will only be considered to be satisfied if the nomination demonstrates how the possible inscription will contribute to ensuring visibility and awareness of the significance of the intangible cultural heritage in general, and not only of the inscribed element itself, and to encouraging dialogue which respects cultural diversity.

	(vi) How can inscription of the element on the Representative List contribute to the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage in general and raise awareness of its importance at the local, national and international levels?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	The inscription of ssireum will raise awareness among the Korean public of the significance of the folk games and sports within their intangible cultural heritage, as well as of their cultural value worthy of recognition at the global level. There are many cultural practices in other countries that resemble ssireum, and ssireum’s inscription will further raise the profile of these similar wrestling practices, contributing to broader safeguarding efforts for intangible cultural heritage. 

Transmitted through the generations, ssireum as it exists today was created and developed through the process of Koreans’ adaptation to their natural environment, therefore providing them a sense of continuity and identity. In this sense, the inscription of ssireum will serve as a chance to bring to light the importance of the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage elements worldwide that relate to knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe.

	(vii) How can inscription encourage dialogue among communities, groups and individuals?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Countries have developed diverse forms of wresting to suit their natural and historical contexts. There are similar types of wrestling traditions in Asia, Africa, Europe, Oceania, and South America. The inscription of ssireum will provide an excellent opportunity to promote dialogue on wrestling not only within Korea, but also among these countries. It is expected to deepen mutual understanding of diverse wrestling techniques and methods and expedite inter-cultural communication. 
The inscription will also suggest a platform for studying the differences and similarities in disparate worldwide wresting practices, and will offer an opportunity to consider the organization of a global ssireum festival. As such, with the inscription of ssireum, communities and groups related to wresting around the globe can engage in a diverse range of cultural and academic exchanges.

	(viii) How can inscription promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity?

Not fewer than 100 or more than 150 words

	Ssireum fosters an understanding of the diversity and creativity of entertainment culture, so its inscription will promote respect for cultural diversity and human creativity. Ssireum practices in different regions vary in their scheduling, techniques, and terminology. This regional diversity developed over the process of Koreans playing ssireum in consideration of the agricultural cycle. 

The main feature of ssireum is the use of the belt known as a satba. With these belts, a wrestler can employ a variety of techniques to defeat a physically stronger opponent. The satba of today are the product of the creative development of wrestling techniques over the past 1,700 years. The history of ssireum is a testimony to the flexibility of athletic culture, and also to cultural diversity stemming from human creativity.

Long established as an important cultural activity, ssireum serves as a source of the creation of legends, stories, and art, contributing to the promotion of both diversity and creativity.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion R.3, the States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may protect and promote the element’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element

	(i) How is the viability of the element being ensured by the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals  concerned? What past and current initiatives have they taken in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	Families, local communities, schools, and universities have all been making both formal and informal endeavors to maintain the vitality of ssireum across Korea. Children learn wrestling from family members. Local communities hold annual open wrestling tournaments on seasonal holidays and local festivals. Elementary, middle, and high schools provide instruction on the knowledge and practice of wrestling through physical education, sports days, and extracurricular activities. Ssireum has been designated a “challenge activity” on the national curricula for physical activities. Universities offer wrestling courses as part of a liberal arts or physical education major. 

In addition, the Korea Ssireum Association regularly organizes wrestling tournaments (more than 10 per year), disseminating professional knowledge and expert skills on ssireum. The association collects data, conducts research, and implements activities related to the safeguarding of ssireum. The Korea Ssireum Association also holds matches for amateur ssireum enthusiasts and the general populace in public venues such as in streets and markets. Particular efforts are made to encourage the interest of all demographic groups—including children, women, and people from abroad—by organizing targeted tournaments such as the Children’s Ssireum King Contest and Cheonhajangsa Women’s Ssireum Championship. 

Academics and experts have engaged in research, publishing, and lecturing for the safeguarding of ssireum. As of February 2015, there have been 262 masters- or doctorate-level dissertations, 213 journal articles, nine research reports, and 25 books on ssireum.

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups or individuals concerned:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	(ii) How have the States Parties concerned safeguarded the element? Specify external or internal constraints, such as limited resources. What are its past and current efforts in this regard?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Korean government has provided institutional and administrative support for the safeguarding of ssireum. First, the government included ssireum in the curricula of elementary, middle, and high schools as regular or irregular courses, and certified it as a major for higher education. 

Second, the government offers subsidies to ssireum organizations to support their safeguarding activities. An annual budget of 1.2 billion KRW (approx. 1.2 million USD) is granted to the Korea Ssireum Association and its regional offices to subsidize national tournaments and professional athletes. To popularize ssireum among the general public, the Korea Ssireum Association and its regional offices to be used not only for safeguarding measures, but also for raising the profile of ssireum by organizing festivals, public education, and lectures. 

Third, the government selected ssireum as one of its 100 Korean Cultural Symbols, spotlighting ssireum not just as a popular folk game, but also as an essential element of Korean culture. In recognition of its cultural value of global proportions, the government registered ssireum on the state list of intangible cultural heritage in 2011, and most recently revised in 2017. 

Fourth, the government enacted the Ssireum Promotion Act in 2012. The act stipulates that opportunities for ssireum education among the general public be expanded to encourage ordinary Koreans to voluntarily participate in the safeguarding and practice of ssireum. Dano, one of the main seasonal holidays (falling on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month), has been designated “Ssireum Day.”

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures that have been and are currently being taken by the State(s) Party(ies) with regard to the element:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 identification, documentation, research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 preservation, protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 promotion, enhancement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 revitalization

	3.b.
Safeguarding measures proposed
This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures that will be implemented, especially those intended to protect and promote the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities.

	(i) What measures are proposed to help to ensure that the element’s viability is not jeopardized in the future, especially as an unintended result of inscription and the resulting visibility and public attention?

Not fewer than 500 or more than 750 words

	Once inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, ssireum will be the focus of increased public interest and its visibility will be elevated. With established governmental and public safeguarding measures in place, this enhanced interest will not undermine the vitality of the ssireum tradition. Although the systems and techniques for ssireum have been transformed along with technical advancements and the introduction of new cultural elements, the fundamental spirit and function of ssireum have been maintained unchanged to the present, serving as a source of a sustained sense of identity and continuity among Koreans. Efforts will also be made to conduct regular monitoring of the effects on the ssireum tradition that could be brought about by its inscription on the Representative List. 

However, safeguarding measures for any potential commercialization of ssireum, no matter how small the possibility might be, have also been prepared. Increased visibility for ssireum might lead to unintended commercialization, and it could be possible that ssireum practices unsuited to commercialization would wither and other practices would be altered to satisfy the needs of the commercialization process. 

Measures will be implemented to ensure the enhanced safeguarding of the ssireum practices of today as below. 

First, efforts will be made to facilitate the implementation of safeguarding activities at the grassroots level and to maintain the voluntary participation of communities. The significance of ssireum mainly stems from its social function of enhancing solidarity and communication among individuals and communities. In this regard, measures for maintaining and enhancing regional characteristics of ssireum will be carried out. 

Second, support will be made for the conducting of field research and studies in relation to the maintenance of the diversity of ssireum. Endeavors will focus on collecting oral histories and other types of data regarding the development of ssireum as a community entertainment in respective regions and opening the collected results to the general public. These efforts are expected to contribute to uncovering diverse aspects of regional ssireum practices and to strengthening its popular transmission base, as well as to bringing the ssireum tradition more deeply into the everyday lives of the Korean people. 

To prevent any excessive commercialization of ssireum, the following measures will be implemented.

 First, endeavors will be exerted for offering systematic and balanced education and lecturing on the history and culture of ssireum with support from academic surveys and research. Promotional and educational programs intended to disseminate the meaning, value, and sustainable social function of ssireum in a manner appropriate to global heritage inscribed on the Representative List will also be carried out. 

Second, efforts will be developed to boost dialogue and communication among different ssireum groups and communities and form a close and cooperative network among them. In consequence, when faced with any of the diverse range of challenges that might arise during the process of implementing respective safeguarding and promotional activities, they will be able to wholeheartedly engage in a search for mutually beneficial solutions rather than pursuing individual commercial benefits.

	(ii) How will the States Parties concerned support the implementation of the proposed safeguarding measures?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Korean government has long provided legal and institutional measures for the safeguarding of ssireum and will continue in these endeavors. For sustaining and enhancing voluntary public participation in the safeguarding of ssireum, the government will continue to offer grants to different regions of the country. In addition, efforts for archiving relevant materials and information on ssireum will be sustained well into the future. 

The government enacted the Ssireum Promotion Act in 2012 to provide a legal foundation for support for the education and dissemination of ssireum and for the implementation of relevant research and the nurturing of ssireum trainers. In addition, ssireum was registered on the state list of intangible cultural heritage in 2011, and an ordinance for the management of the list has been enacted. In 2015, the government published a white paper on the nomination of ssireum on the Representative List as part of its efforts for the promotion of ssireum. The government has made steady efforts to reflect the safeguarding concepts from the 2003 Convention in the state safeguarding system for ssireum and other intangible cultural heritage elements. These efforts will persist in the future. 

The merger of the Korea Ssireum Association and the Civil Ssireum Association of Sport for Allwas completed in March 2016 to facilitate integrated support for the safeguarding and transmission of ssireum. After integration, the two organizations are expected to develop more effective safeguarding measures for the transmission, documentation, research, rejuvenation, and promotion of ssireum.

	(iii) How have communities, groups or individuals been involved in planning the proposed safeguarding measures, including in terms of gender roles, and how will they be involved in their implementation?

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	A broad spectrum of society has participated in the planning of the safeguarding measures and will be part of their implementation in the future. The first element is individual Koreans. They are well aware of the value of ssireum as intangible heritage, as evidenced by the support for selecting ssireum as one of the 100 Korean Cultural Symbols and for this nomination. The enthusiastic support of the general public for the safeguarding of ssireum will continue in the implementation of future safeguarding measures. 

With a particular sense of responsibility for the safeguarding of ssireum, the Korea Ssireum Association has striven to organize ssireum tournaments and foster ssireum professionals, and will expand its area of interest into the study of ssireum. And the Korea Ssireum Association will continue to uphold the community status of ssireum and the voluntary participation of the public. It will also work to forge a close relationship among different ssireum practitioners. The association played a significant role in garnering public support for the enactment of the Ssireum Promotion Act, and will devise a range of transmission measures including in-school education on ssireum and the nurturing of ssireum professionals. 

Lastly, experts and scholars are pivotal in academic research and policy implementation on ssireum. They will continue to survey transmission in each region, collect opinions from the general public, and prepare safeguarding measures suitable for the needs of each area.

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), with responsibility for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

The Cultural Heritage Administration of the Republic of Korea
Name and title of the contact person:

Mr.Kim Jong-jin
Address:

189 Cheongsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, The Republic of Korea
Telephone number:

+82 (0)42-481-3186
E-mail address:

ejeong@korea.kr


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process

	For Criterion R.4, the States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated actively in preparing and elaborating the nomination at all stages, including the role of gender. 

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including where appropriate local and regional governments, communities, NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and elaboration of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The nomination of ssireum for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is widely supported by the Korean people as a whole. While a wide range of diverse elements of society has participated in the nomination process, these contributors can be broadly categorized into three major groups. 

The first group is the ordinary Koreans who enjoy and support the ongoing practice of ssireum. They have expressed their backing for this nomination initiative through a widespread range of channels. The selection of ssireum as one of the 100 Korean Cultural Symbols in 2006 is one of the many examples that show the enthusiastic support found among the general public for boosting the cultural significance of ssireum at the local, national, and global level. 

The second is the Korea Ssireum Association, which merged with the Civil Ssireum Association of Sport for All. The organization has assumed leadership in securing the consent of ssireum groups across the country for the nomination of ssireum on the Representative List. The Korea Ssireum Association has played a significant role in compiling materials on the transmission of ssireum across the country and in preparing detailed future transmission activities. It also took the initiative in readying the written documents and video required for this nomination. 

The last group is experts and academics. As academics engaged in the research on ssireum, they have actively participated in the nomination process, including the completion of the nomination file and the creation of the video. Over the approximately three years of the preparation period for this nomination, they convened an academic forum entitled “The Nomination of Ssireum for Inscription on the Representative List” in September 2014 and have held ten meetings, producing research results detailing the history and cultural role of ssireum to be used for the drawing up of this nomination. Throughout the entire nomination process, they have constantly engaged in continuous consultations with each other and with the other stakeholders, including the national government.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.
Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The community concerned with ssireum is the Korean people as a whole. While it is inherently difficult to secure the consent of an entire population, a diverse range of mechanisms has been adopted to seek their sanction both directly and indirectly. 

To secure public approval, the government conducted public opinion polls in 2006 and, based on the results, selected ssireum as one of the 100 Korean Cultural Symbols. In recognition of its cultural value, ssireum was registered on the state list of intangible cultural heritage in 2011, and efforts began in earnest for nominating ssireum for inscription on the Representative List. Based on nationwide support, the Ssireum Promotion Act was prepared in 2012, and in April 2012 the Enforcement Ordination for the Ssireum Promotion Act was enacted, laying an institutional foundation for the continued development of ssireum. 

Based on the Ssireum Promotion Act, Dano (fifth day of the fifth lunar month) was designated “Ssireum Day.” On this holiday, ssireum tournaments are held, seminars and forums are organized, and prizes are awarded to those making contributions to the safeguarding of ssireum. All these measures are implemented based on public support and passion. 

The most representative organization for the safeguarding of ssireum—the Korea Ssireum Association —submitted letters of consent from regional sub-organizations across the country that convey their strong desire for the inscription of ssireum on the Representative List. These letters of consent are attached.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.
If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words 

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words

	There are no customary practices that limit public access to the practice of ssireum. Ssireum is a folk game and sport that is enjoyed by all members of Korean society regardless of differences in social status, region, gender, or age. Anyone and everyone can participate in the practice and transmission of ssireum. The inclusive and open nature of ssireum also allows people from other countries to fully enjoy the sport.


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned
Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity

b. 
Name and title of the contact person

c. 
Address

d. 
Telephone number

e. 
E-mail

f. 
Other relevant information

	a. Name of the entity: The Cultural Heritage Administration 

b. Name and title of the contact person: Ms. Jeong Eunseon, Programme Specialist 

c. Address : 189 Cheongsa-ro, Seogu, Daejeon, ROK (35208)

d. Telephone number : +82(0)42-481-3186

e. E-mail :ejeong@korea.kr 
a. Name of the entity: Korea Ssireum Association

b. Name and title of the contact person: Mr. Park Palyong/ President
c. Address: B103 Jamshil Olympic Stadium, 25 Olympic Road, Songpa-gu, Seoul

d. Telephone number: +82(0)2-420-4256~7

e. E-mail: yoonhyuk2@nate.com

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion R.5, the States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies) in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 

The nominated element’s inclusion in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element on an inventory-in-progress.

Provide the following information: 

(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
State-Designated Heritage under the Act on the Safeguarding and Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:

문화재청 (Cultural Heritage Administation)
(iii) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).

Since the enactment of the Cultural Heritage Protection Act in 1962, the ICH inventory has been at the heart of the safeguaridng measures for intangible cultural heritage. Furthermore, the Cultural Heritage Administration legislated the ‘Act on the Safegaurding and Promotion of Intangible Cultural Heritage’ in 2015 to reflect the spirit of the 2003 Convention in the safeguarding system. In this vein, the numbers of ICH elements, categorised into seven domains and registered on the state list, has been regularly expanded from 601 in 2011, to 670 in 2012, 690 in 2013, 739 in 2014, 748 in 2015, 780 in 2016, and 786 in 2017. For maintaing and updating the inventory, the Cultural Heritage Administration contucts periodic monitoring on the registed elements at least every five years accoding to the law.
(iv) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):

National Intangible Cultural Heritage No.131
(v) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):

The element was included in the Sate Inventory on December 21, 2011, and most recently revised on Jannuary 4, 2017.
(vi) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of gender of participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The registration of an intangible cultural heritage element is fundamentally based on requests from the ICH communites. In the case of ssireum, strong support for the registration of ssireum on the state list was voiced by diverse sectors of society, including ordinary Koreans expressing their backing through letters, the national legislature posing relevant queries to the government, and from local governments. 
Responding to this demand from diverse sectors, CHA conducted research on the status of trasmission and safegarding measures for ssirem with pariticipaction from communities as well as experts in the field of intangible cultural heritage. The relevant information on ssireum for the inscription on the state list was prepared through their active participation.
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall at least include the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. 4 hyperlinks in total to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b.  If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:

Copy of extract is attached

http://www.cha.go.kr/chaen/search/selectGeneralSearchDetail.do?sCcebKdcd=17&ccebAsno=01310000&sCcebCtcd=ZZ


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)
The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and the video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language if different
 FORMCHECKBOX 

10 recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photos (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from 5 to 10 minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)
Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Books: 
Yu Deuk-gong, Gyeongdojabji

Hong Seok-mo, Dongguksesigi, 1849

Yi Deokmu et al., Muyedobotongji (Comprehensive Illustrated Manual of Martial  Arts),1790.

Kim Jong-ho, Korean Ssireum, Educational Culture Company, 1973.

Ministry of Culture and Education, Ssireum, Ministry of Culture and Education, 1976.

Choi Sang-su, Research on Korean Ssireum and Swings, Jeongdong Publishing,1983.

Korea Ssireum Association,Ssireum Textbook, Gamramwon, 2005.

Kim Jang-seung,Ssireum, Sakyejul, 2007.

Kim Hak-ung, Kim Hakung’s Ssireum Story, Minsokwon, 2009.

Im Hyeong-sik et al.,Traditional Folk Ssireum, a Sport for All, Civil Ssireum  Association, 2010.

Korea Ssireum Association Research & Training Institute,General Theory of Ssireum, Myeongin Publishing, 2013.

Christopher Sparks et al.,Ssireum: Living Culture, Korea Ssireum  Association, 2014.
Videos;
National Film Production Center, “Ssireum”, National Film Production Center, 1983.

Korea Educational Research Institute, “Living Culture of Korea: Archery and Ssireum”,Korea

Educational Research Institute, 1993.

Korea Ssireum Organization, “The World of Ssireum”, Korea Ssireum Organization, 1997.

Korea Broadcasting System, “100 Years of Ssireum:The Top Ten Cheonhajangsa Champions”, KBS Image Business Group, 1999.

Korea Educational Image Research Center, “Martial Arts 3:Ssireum”, Korea Educational Image Research Center, 2003.

World Digital, “Korean Martial Arts: Taekkyon, Ssireum, Archery”, World Digital, 2010.

Korea Broadcasting System, “The Knot: Satbain the Ssireum Ring”,  KBS Image Business Group 

Dig Culture, “Korean SSireum Wrestling (Hard Korea)”, Dig Culture, 2012.

MBN, “Song of the Revival of the Ssireum Ring, Let’s Save the Folk Games”, MBN, 2012.

Munhwa Broadcasting Corporation, “Moon Bear Women’s Ssireum Team, A Day of Fierce Battle!”, MBC, 2012.

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should conclude with the signature of the official empowered to sign it on behalf of the State Party, together with his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multi-national nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Kim Jong-jin
Title:
Administrator, The Cultural Heritage Administration of the Republic of Korea
Date:
29 September 2017 (revised version)
Signature:
<signed>
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