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The traditional craftsmanship of AI-Qatt is an ancient art form 

considered a main element in the identity ofthe region of Asir and 

enhances solidarity among groups ofthe community. AI-Qatt, is a 

spontaneous art technique done by the females of the community; used 

to decorate the interior walls of houses specifically the rooms of visiting 

guests, to praise the guest creating a sense of pride to the owner and the 

art itself. The base is usually white gypsum (in some areas blue) the 

South of 
patterns of Al-Qatt are drawn consisting of icons of geometric shapes 

06/001 Al-Qatt Saudi Arabia and symbols aligned to form layers, each layer has a specific name 

Asir region related to the pattern style. After creating the outlined shapes, colors 

are used to complete the design, using primary colors red, yellow, blue 

and black, also mixing them to make secondary colors. 

The layers consist of a large horizontal green area in the bottom called 

"takhdheer" a word derived from greenery, the rows above that are thin 

vertical lines called "AI-Omari", the rows above that are double or triple 

horizontal lines called "Koffof" meaning palms of the hands. After that a 
' 

double line with diamond shapes in the middle called "Mona'ana'at" 

which means mints, following comes a wide line with small boxes and --~ """" containing different drawings called "Akhtam". Above that are small 

!) m~ ~ triangles representing girls called "Banat" with lines on top and each line 

.i .~ ~ · 
has small angular lines popping out of it called "Ariyash", then thin 

~ ~ lA vertical lines in between the triangles called "Amshat" meaning Combs . 
• 

\~ V In ancient times, only women practiced the element. The men built the 
f", . ~' 
..,4~-·~'_/ exterior of their houses using rocks and wood. Then, the ladies '- ·~ 
~- contribute by decorating the interior walls. The art of AI-Qatt is a social 

function, where the lady of the house invites female relatives of various 

age groups to help her complete her painting, therefore transmitting this 

knowledge from generation to another. AIQatt is practiced in different 

social and cultural backgrounds in the Asiri Community. Among the early 

practitioners ofthis art are Fatimah abo Gahas and JahahaBintBuraidy 

Altatreez is one of ancient crafts practiced by ladies ,men entered this 
field recently. lt depends how professional creator is sinc~e she/ he is 

Altatreez South of using the string and needles to draw different shapes appealing to the 
06/002 Embroidery Saudi Arabia people. 

Some women's dresses are decorated with embroidery lady's cover 
dresses as well as lady's scarves are embroidered. Embroidery is used in 
men's dress items such as caps and head covers as well . 

t•,OOV/\: ..,...Sl-! et•,MM :....::UU e '""'~l:JJIW• !..:-'· ~ e 4:~._g .... -. •.••. H ~__J-Alt4 S'lott 

KSA - P.O. Box670Riyad.h 11161• Tel. 406 8888 Fax406 5578•www.culture.moci.gov.sa 



.. - -'.--'.., u .. ~. 4Jt .. ---t:"'l 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Re~u CLT I CIH 1 IT~)~ ¥fi~\ 
Ministry of Culture & Information 

Le 
Deputy Minister For Culture ROffice 2 2 AOUT 20f6 

----------- - -- - ------- : ~_;l:AJI 

...... N° ........ 01l..\ .. . 
...!":!"~ ............... : ____________________ : ~_y.ll 

~j:l ~I~ .,~1 ~I'~ ~J-I'J ,~ ~ ~J-I'Jj.AJ ..l.a.IJ ~~I ~~I~ .h.Q.JI 

...I.J~U ~I ..ill J: ·.q . I.._._ . 1- Jl.o.ooJI . ~ .,1..4..Q'.i .s_ • I<' -~- . J.:...All ·t... ' . -
- ~ - '.J- 1,)~~ • ..,... • -~~ ~::!j 1.)4J~ 

~ u.)Lc J.:..AJt 1'-""J o~L! w,s::;_, ·~~ ~~ 1$...11 ~ ~~ .. ~ ~J ,.....t~l ~~ 

~L..4i.J ~~ JU:..:.I ~ J.:...All .kWI .)~I ~J ·~lal ~ ~ JJJ'.ilj ~'.it ~I 
1 

•JJJ'.il_, ,.)_,....YI:~L....Yt wi.JlYI I'~J •wi.JlYL:a J,.4.S:j_, ~ ~ ~ ..::.~ j~i{ 

-~u !JI_JJYI [L::U;.' ~ ..l.:..l.>.::!J~'.it_, ,~ '.ii.J 

~I .k·'-"- 1 ·"'~" 1 ·-' ~•1) - \.4JI L ~~ ,.1 · . ~ · J.:...All ul..:ii....k · .• c:~; - ..,...-- ...-.;-JJ ~ ~ t: - - IJ-'4> 1.)-A • U.,r--IJ 

Ja..> .6::a.J~ .J.a.l (~.~n1) - ~~ 'w~ ~l.k·'-.:._ AJ....t. ·(""···'I) -ll..i . ~ ~ - _, - - :r-- er- 1'-1 .... .,-- ~ - !J 

- - ;; • ..::.L..... • .b.> <~..a..U.J (.:.~1) ,..b....,.tl :t.. L1 '.il . 1<' -~- ·~ i.f~ ~ ~~~~ . - ~ :r -V" ~~r.r 

..::.1~1.:.~1 JS...:. ~ ;;~ .:.~ ~b .6::a.J~ &5.J (r,::u.) ~ ~ .:.Lo_,...,J ~ 

L (.kL.:...-1) ·1..u .k·'-"-uU,lj,lt .·,., ( • •. tl) ·Ja.t-.:_l.ll....t. (.:.LWt) -_:J ~ - lj-4-C ._,...-- ._._..J_J ~_,. ~ :r-- ..... .;-JJ . ~_, 

~~ l..:.....>Yu l>JI · .:, ... tt · - JL>.-tll J.:...All -.;. L.:1 ~ "~' .:.UL.::::. · Ul . 'J.) . . tJ ..,... '.r.:"':"' ~ -'J'" v- V".) ~ 

. J_;-.1..1!1 ~~I~~ "I....UJI ~t...:iJ 

.=..n_, ~~j~l ~ LfJ~L...J. 4Jl:u,.>iJj.ltl ~l.,..,~..U~ ~~I ~_,.U .hAll ~J 

Jji.Jl ~J ~ ~ ~I .:.~ J:= J.:...Alt ~ r.>"Jl.:, _;>I L}l ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~1.....: 

-i.f...UY. ~ ~4-.J ~I.! -':'I 4l<tll: ~I I~ ~.)LA~ 

...L4UUJ' ~j.JI.JJJ-A tA ~ J4-jll J>..)J u~J L+--Jl.: .,~I.:.UI..::::o ~,a all~j.l~l 

<iJ-:~i{IJ ~l:a JU:..:.':il ~J-:' /'_,:4.: ~ .6::a.J~ ~ ~~J ~...l.;!ll c......1J l..fa:!l.,.., 4iJ4A ~ 

.LA~u 

~ ~ (~_;jl~) ~~ Lf.cl_,;,~ ~1,;..1ll..::::o ~I....UJI ~':il ~ ~j.l~l ~J 

. 1- • ·-'-~'1 ·-· ~ (;; · I ~ 1) .6:a..t~ , ~~ 'Lel> 1 •• ;. ~I ~_)..J..;-- ~ ~I'IJ I' rJ - -.r -'~ 

~j.I~II'~J, ~_jll L.:..a ~ Lo .JI ~L.::::. ~I.....U.ll r.>"'>JI ~I tl_,;,l ~ 

·.;..J.J->-l' _,, l.f.»l'-:1 oj)l:alt ~I.JWIJ .....t_,_ll "~J wi.)J)ll '"='J!l~ ~4-.>11 ~':i1 ~ 

~ L.:oa ~!J ~ V"J.>-&11-=...U~ ~..u.. ~J ~~ ~..WJ i.f~l '":-'J!ll cll:t.A ~ ~J 

~u 

~I 

4ll411 

I'""" I 

~· 

J.:...All 

t•iOOV,.\: ~~ et•iMM :...AJL..41e "'"~~lW•'":-'-~ e 4:!~_,___......JI~IA Cldl 

KSA- P.O. Box670 Riyadh 11161• Tel 406 8888 Fax406 5578 • www.culture.mocigov.sa 


