
-* ^
^^îr^^'

Government of Papua Guinea
inistry of Education

Cou t State ent

By Mon. Joseph YopyYopy/ P

jnister of Education

At thé he 40th Session of UNESCO Général Conférence 2019

Paris, France

Président of thé Général Conférence, Madam Director Général, Your Excellences,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

Warm Gree+ings from Papua New Guinea.

Mr. Président, l would like to take thé que wi+h thé rest of my colleague minis+ers +o
congra+ula+e you for your appointment as Président of thé Général Conférence.
And thank you for giving me this opportuni+y +o speak on behalf of my Goernment.

l would like tospeak in support of many likeminded coun+ries that hâve spoken
before me +ha+ shared similar issues, aspirations and concerns in this conférence.

Papua New Guinea is always proudto déclare cul+ural and na+ural diversi+y it
endowed wi+h, having over 800 différent languages spoken across thé country wi+h
over 800 différent cultures and tribal groups. Nevertheless, we are united as one
people, one countr/ and one nation.

Mr. Président, Papua New Guinea's Médium Term Development Plan 2018 - 2022 sets
ou+ i+s development objectives and s+ra+egies +o implement thé key priori+ies, in full
alignment +o. overall framework of thé United Nations Sustainable Development
GoalsAgenda 2030.
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UNESCO for that ma+ter should continue to aggressively address cross-cu+ting issues in
Education, Sciences, Culture and Communication domains that underpih thé quest
for in+erna+iônal peace and development for ever/one right across thé Globe.

Papua New G'uinea, given i+s national challenges and issues is proud +o announce
thé achievement of Universal Basic'Education that should be fully implemen+ed by
thé end of 2020, cour+esy of thé Free Education Policy (TFFE) by my Govemment in
thé last eight years tha+has seen marked increase in ail school aged children in thé
classroom and educated up +o thé 12th Grade in thé formai school System. Equally,
alternative pathways in éducation are also provided for others including Adult
Education and lifelong learning.

Papua New Guinea welcomes UNESCO's sus+ained efforts to empower ail vulnérable
people in thé socie+y including girls and women +ha+ is in full alignment +o my
gôvernments focus and is thé priori+y for thé next 10 year period that already
commenced in 2018. This is based on thé vision for securing a future that is inclusive
and sustainable through économie grow+h propelled by quali+y éducation.

Mr. Président, it's not thé end of thé s+ory, but a beginning. Thé next challenge is for
my government +o know what children are learnjng in schools. 1+ is again thé
governmen+'s responsibili+y +o ensure thé éducation that is delivered must be
relevant and quality for which UNESCO's support iswelcome. In this area UNESCO is
urged +o s+rengthen and reinforce efforts by governmen+s, particularly thé Small
Island Developing Sta+es (SIDS) in delivering èduca+ion where in many cases lack
basic educa+ional infrastructures compounded wi+h geographical complexities. In
this regard, thé use of ICT in'éducation +o communi+ies, par+icularly in remote and
rural se+tings is thé strategy that can be used as a way forward.

Furthermore, Papua New Guinea congratulâtes UNESCO for i+s programs directives in
2020-2021 towards providing thé guidance necessar/ +o those Member S+a+es in
need for policy formulation, implemen+a+ion, monitoring and évaluation of their
national éducation plans and stratégies.

Papua New Guinea welcomes thé need for UNESCO +o fur+her emphasize in thé next
programs directives, +he ou+standing focus and priority areas on issues and

challenges as captured in thé 39C/5 Document. Science based responses +o global
issues including climate change, mi+iga+jon and adaptation must be harness.ed
through building close national and régional s+akeholder consultations focusing on
policies +ha+ must be in+egrated and s+reamlined. Thé Small Island Developing S+ates
in thé Pacifie région will s+and to immensely benefit from UNESCO's effort in se+ting
standards on promo+ing Science, Technology and Innovation in view of stimulating
économie grow+h foreseen by their governmen+s.
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Mr. Président, Papua New Guinea offers thé world i+s uniquely rich and diverse
cultures +ha+ are readily available for éducation and research. Thé mammo+h task

before my government is for an immédiate inventory and mapping of thé cul+ural
diversity with thé aim of pro+ecting and safeguarding, par+icularly those oneson thé
verge of disappearance. 1+ is for such reasons Papua New Guinea will make every
effort necessary +o ra+ify some of those related international conventions including
thé 2005 Convention that relates to thé Promotion of Cul+ural Diversi+ies wi+h thé aim
of mobilizing support from UNESCO and o+her relevant bodies of thé in+erna+ional
community, like thé European Union.

In this regard, we value UNESCO's aim to refîne its work rela+ing +o thé promotion of
various international cul+ural conventions making them workable for Member Sta+es
through cross-cu+ting efforts for sus+ainable development, however there must be

projected practical and concrète targets, including héritage and indigenous
peuples' éducation.

With regards to Communication and Information programs, Papua New Guinea
appréciâtes UNESCO's effort to promote and improve thé quality of éducation
through thé use of ICT thereby suppor+ing Member S+a+es drawing out roadmaps and
in+egrated policy frameworks for effective delivery of éducation. If our target in thé
SDG 2030 is +o hâve no one /eff behind cross-cu+ting. approaches must be included in
our efforts to support ail coun+ries, par+icularly +o harness thé poten+ial in ICT for thé
deliver/ of quali+y éducation +o everyone.

Many governmen+s are still res+ric+ive on thé flow of information to +heir people by
unjus+ifiably sobotaging thé work of journalis+s and journalism. Journalists are
murdered or imprisoned whilst on thé course of their noble duty and UNESCO should
be cri+ical on such actions of governmen+s and au+hori+ies. Therefore, UNESCO's 2020

-2021 Work Plans should reflect clearly on its rôle in policy and regulatory support to
governmen+s on thé promotion of thé fr.eedom and protection of journalists by
ensuring independence of thé média.

Mr. Président, Papua New Guinea is-a signa+ory +o thé in+ernational trea+y on thé
Sus+ainable Development Goals 2030 and has an obligation to be committed +o
achieving thé Agenda 2030 tha+is coheren+ty aligned to thé coun+ry's Vision 2050.
Despite, record achievements in éducation huge challenges and issues s+ill remain
ou+s+anding including quality of teaching and learning. To be exact, no+ much has
been and will be achieved in terms of SDG4 - Education2030 since 2015 if UNESCO

as a lead agency goes on doing business as usual, positive achievemen+s are
unpredictable.
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l would like +o conclude hère by reaffirming thé statement made by my Prime
Minister, Right Honorable James Marape who s+ood at this podium in his capacity as
Papua New'Guinea's Minis+er for Education in 2011 Général Conférence invi+ing thé
world to appreciate and accept hiscoun+ry's cultural and na+ural diversi+y for
research and educa+ion. That call still stands +oday as my Prime Minis+er urges
UNESCO and ail o+her partners in thé interna+ional community +o assist by Taking Back
Papua NewGuinea markedly in thé next 10 years.

Thankyou.
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