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Mr. President of the General Conference
Mr. Chairperson of the Executive Board
Madam Director-General

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

| am pleased to extend my greetings to everyone present in the room today, and to convey
greetings from the UAE’s leadership to you and share our wishes for the success of the General

Conference for UNESCO.

Communication and dialogue between States and institutions is key for understanding each other
and creating opportunities for constructive collaboration. | would like to invite you all to reimagine
our mode of communication with each other and adopt platforms that open new occasions for
dialogue. | take this opportunity to thank all member states who have provided opportunities for
the exchange of ideas and dialogue during this General Conference. | would also like to thank
UNESCO for recognizing this need and organizing 3 forums on the sidelines of the General

Conference. This is very much in line with the UAE’s commitment to multilateralism.

The UAE believes in the importance of harnessing advanced technologies for the means of human
development, and as such we are the first country to name a Minister of Artificial Intelligence.
We commend UNESCO for its efforts and work in this field and we look forward to working with
you on matters related to the ethics of Al. | invite UNESCO to consider using digital platforms to
make conversations between member states more sustainable and inclusive leading up to and

during the General Conference.
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The UAE supports UNESCO’s Strategic Transformation Initiative and we stress the importance
of meeting the needs of the people we serve in the areas of education, culture, and science.
Scientific and objective assessment of needs, measuring impact of programs, and highlighting
areas we need to improve is essential. We agree with UNESCO’s approach of selecting a few key
priority areas. Focus makes implementation easier. Therefore, we agree with member states who

have called for UNESCO to reduce the complexity of its work and simplify it.

The UAE has accomplished great strides in its educational sector, through the efforts of our
Ministry of Education. We've identified a few areas as important for the future, such as investing
in early childhood education, the continuity between education and employment, providing
alternative forms of education, incorporating technology in education, providing meaningful

training opportunities for youth, and building the necessary ecosystem for scientific research.

We live in a rapidly changing world, so our education systems must be flexible and responsive.
UNESCO can be a thought leader and a depository of best practice in education. It can assist
member states in providing technical expertise and even secure the necessary funds for places

that need it.

In the UAE, we’re committed to the UN 2030 Agenda, and stand ready to assist in the delivery of
SDG 4. | would like to point out here that our national organizations have reached many adults
and children worldwide and assist with the provision of education. UNESCO could tap into the
generosity of aid and charity organizations and ensure efforts are targeted, impactful, and

sustainable.

In the domain of culture, | would like to thank UNESCO for making a bold proposal with the

project “Revive the Spirit of Mosul”, and allowing us to make an equally bold commitment by
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joining the cause, through our collaboration to rebuild Al Nuri Mosque, Al Tahera Church and Al
Sa’aa Church. This is not a mere construction project, it is a message of the UAE’s commitment

to support our brothers and sisters in Iraq.

English dictionaries are updated annually, but Arabic dictionaries have not been updated for
decades. 420 million people speak Arabic in the world, posing a global challenge for the language.
This prompted the UAE to work on the "State of the Arabic Language and its Future" project,
and we will soon have recommendations on how to nurture the language. We invite you to be our

partners in this task.

We also call on UNESCO to explore collaborations with regional organizations like ISESCO and
ALECSO, and even member states, to provide linguistic solutions that lead to inclusivity and

improve the participation of all in UNESCO programs.

UNESCO has started introducing conversations about the Cultural and Creative Industries (CCl)
and Arts Education, and this represents an important shift. Conversations about CCl elevate the
sector to an economic engine capable of contributing to growth and livelihoods. This is a priority

on our agenda.

We would like to ask UNESCO to increase its sensitivity towards different environments when it
comes to its World Heritage Program. Tents and mud buildings in the desert are not the same as
stone buildings that can survive for thousands of years and in different climates. Different

histories have the right to find a place in UNESCOQO’s programs.
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For us science is the hope for a lot of our current and future challenges. It is important for science
to move from a theoretical exercise to applied research and action. UNESCO can contribute to
this by providing expert consultation and building connections and continuity between different
member states. We also appreciate the steps taken by UNESCO in the area of climate change and

will work with everyone on this topic.

The UAE is proud to be one of the top voluntary donors to UNESCO, demonstrating that our
actions reflect our promises and values. We're also proud to have named 2019 as the “Year of
Tolerance”, to reaffirm a long-established tradition of co-existence, celebration of diversity and
intercultural dialogue which are also the fundamental values of UNESCO. We look forward to
celebrating these values with you and building bridges of communication for the future at Expo
2020, which stands as proof that in our interconnected world, we must work alongside one

another to build a future that is worthy of the next generation.

Thank you very much.



