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Today, 27 November 2019 

After the adoption of the Appropriation Resolution, the closing ceremony of the 40th session of the 
General Conference, will take place in Room I with the addresses by the Director-General and the 
President of the General Conference.  
 
On this occasion, the UNESCO Choir, directed by Connie Glessner and accompanied at the piano by its 
Artistic Director, Cyrille Kirilov, will perform two pieces originating from diverse musical background:  
The “Allegro” from the "Te Deum laudamus" by Franz Joseph Haydn, a great hymn of praise, followed by 
“Dry your tears, Afrika”, a song written by the composer John Williams whose lyrics were adapted from 
a poem written by the celebrated Ivoirian poet, Bernard Binlin Dadié.  
 
As per well-established practice UNES’GO (this year with the support of YOUNG UNESCO) invites you to 
celebrate the end of the 40th session of the General Conference. The P.A.R.T.Y will take place in the “Salle 
des Pas Perdus” (UNESCO Fontenoy – Ground floor) starting at 19:00. This event has no cost for the 
Organization (Volunteers for the logistic – Free entrance – Finger food & Drinks for sale) and the music 
will be eclectic: Mainly Hit and Dance 2018-2019, Party goodies, Old goodies, but also a mix of world 
music (Latino, Middle East music, Afro-beat, Zouk, Salsa, Merengue, Reggae)... No dress code: Come as 
you are and let’s party in a cool and multicultural ambiance! 
 
The 22th Session of the General Assembly of the State Parties to the 1972 Convention concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage will take place from 10:00 to 13:00 in Room XI and 
from 15:00 to 18:00 in room II. If continuation of elections is required, an extraordinary session of the 
World Heritage Committee will take place on 28 November from 14:00 to 15:00 in Room II.  
 
Yesterday 

Tuesday, 26 November 2019 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, UNESCO has 
launched an information campaign on feminicide, specifically related to intimate-partner and family-
related homicides of women. This campaign was displayed on the screens at UNESCO’s Headquarters 
and on social networks as of 25 November and will be on for the 16 Days of Activism until 10 December 
(International Human Rights Day). Last Monday, H.E. Mr José Antonio Rodriguez, Ambassador of the 
Dominican Republic to UNESCO, performed a song he specifically wrote for this day, “Ella solo dijo no” 



 
      E-journal 

 

2 
 

which talks about gender disparities and says no to discrimination. Delegates, representatives of 
Members States and UNESCO staff were all invited to write down in their own language their 
commitment to ending gender-based violence, together with the Director-General. The initiative was 
introduced by the President of the 40th Session of the General Conference, H.E. Mr Altay Cengizer, and 
Director for Gender Equality, Ms Saniye Gülser Corat.   

Side events  
Lake Chad, an unusual potential 

19/11/19 – 05/01/20 – UNESCO HQ, External Gates  

Lake Chad is an important source of fresh water that supports more than 40 million people and faces 
growing challenges. Its potential, variability and diversity make it an asset in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals. You are welcome to discover the unusual potential of Lake Chad in 4 indigenous 
languages through the activities of the BIOPALT project in a photo gallery on the fences of UNESCO's 
headquarters. The BIOPALT project is implemented by UNESCO through its Man and Biosphere (MAB) 
programme, International Hydrological Programme (IHP) and World Heritage. It targets, in particular, 
young people, women and indigenous peoples. 

Programme of meetings 
Wednesday, 27 November 2019 
 

Organ / Time Item Room     

 
Joint meeting of Commissions   

 

10:00 – 13:00  
 

5.5 - Conclusions of the Youth Forum 
3.1 - Preparation of the Draft Medium-Term Strategy for 2022-  2029 (41 C/4) 
3.2 - Preparation of the Draft Programme and Budget for 2022-2025 (41 C/5) 
4.3 - Adoption of the Appropriation Resolution for 2020-2021 

II 

Afternoon  
Plenary 

  

15:30 Tributes to the Chairperson of the Executive Board and to the President of 
the 39th Session of the General Conference 
Venue of the 41st session 
Report of the Joint meeting of Commissions 
Appropriation Resolution 
Closure  

I 

 

https://en.unesco.org/events/lake-chad-unusual-potential
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