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Aa-Samer in Jorden = Mustale Al-Xheshman

As-Samar is 8 Leventine Areb folkioric art that mainty
consists of dence and singing. in addition to parforming
1t during traditlonal oceasions nowedeys, it is
colvsidered 3 joyous tradition thet expresIas parents’ joy
of uniting ona of their sons In wedlock, Mmcoviiry of &
patiant, colabrating the return of 8 Lohg-forgotten
traveler, or clrcumcising 3 now boen babdy As for
pecforming As-Samer during macdiage ceremonias, it ls
vivally performad at the groom’s perents® house.

A dey or Mosk befoce the celabeation; emily mambars,
kinsfolk and reistives snnounce thelr intention o
partorm As-Samar for on nlght oc mMove 3¢ they
somatimes parform 2 for & whole week, Le seven
nights. Thay st collecting tirewood to ignite fee and
Meke strong coffes and tea throughout Ml nlghts of
cninbration Az the predefined night dnd shortly after
sunter, the Shaikh or the parants ask § MuMber of young
peopla to stact parforming As-Skmar dance, deciaing
the beglinning of the caremony

During thesa nights, tants should be decorsted and
1ags (pleces of colorful fabrics with 3 white fag sex n
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As-Samer in Jordan - Mustafa

Al-Khashman

As-Samer is 3 Levantine Arab
folkloric art that mainly consists

of dance and singing. In

addition to performing it during

aladl Syl
v traditional occasions nowadays,
Jalall e il seres
— - it is considered a joyous
KA = A . hivid

tradition that expresses parents’
joy of uniting one of their sons

in wedlock, recovery of a

| patient, celebrating the return of
a long-forgotten traveler, or
circumcising a new born baby,
As for performing As-Samer
during marriage ceremonies, it
is usually performed at the
groom's parents' house.

A day or more before the
celebration; family members,
kinsfolk and relatives announce
their intention to perform As-

Samer for one night or more as
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they sometimes perform it for a
whole week, l.e seven nights.
They start collecting firewood to
ignite fire and make strong
coffee and tea throughout all
nights of celebration. At the
predefined night and shortly
after sunset, the Sheikh or the
parents ask @ number of young
people to start performing As-
Samer dance, declaring the
beginning of the ceremony.
During these nights, tents
should be decorated and flags
(pieces of colorful fFabrics with 2
white flag set in the middle)
should be raised above them.
Besides, a fireplace should be
placed in front of the tent in
order to prepare coffee and tea.
As-Samer's formulation involves
two rows of men on opposite
walls, applavding and
competing with folk poetry. A
man could start singing and
another one at the other wall
should respond, and sometimes
all dancers at the other wall
could respond all together. The
singer is called Al-Badda’, and
the process of singing is called
“Beda"™ or “Badee™. The song
starts with the following lines of

traditional poetry:
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May God bless your times
Guests and locals

First applaud goes for generous
people

While the second goes for the
rest

The group replies:

We dearly welcome you all

As you are our allies and you

shall never Fall

The singer says once again:
May God bless your times
Guests and locals

First applaud goes for generous
people

While the second goes for

women

The group replies:
We dearly welcome you all
As you are our allies and you

shall never Fall

The singer then says:
Welcome dears

No one but you,

We appreciate and praise!
The feast is ready

So dance and hold steady

The group replies:
We dearly... etc
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loaieg . palan alalg panys a0l Jal
&0 goulay U Jlainlil o yglay

wa y] iga ggadi Ji geill

@il g0 dall pasal Jasg 3] cuodlll
£ ..qp g Us aapg auay §any gag
aug ol B (1 cpadlgl aal
cliga Gl Jodll o<oy9 pdeo sl
vl acloa of ol ygowy guaslgll
oslan loaicg Jlll JUA ggpuy cuill ¢l
135@ dyball <o cusl

Ude Cypn alder g gogy Uin

lyiesl Ug lya o gS5p=0 Ug) alllg
lag U

QS oo anuis gl Lo lalss (!
&lgo

&aal gall el glaoll oy guld
..... Uag Ua

Qalbanl gy gl agall o)l
Jub

umy gy gilal gu guda gl Ul |
apall |

.......... uagml

&0 glgd phie jad, Ua 2l cadgy o3
oai2oll aal lay o5 Guanil jhaiwl
Jody 3] Wlié yublall ety

oSy ol wjmall U ue oo by
yw

Gidl a9 ubla egy (nago
Aungull

..... Uag Ua

dauAa)l Wig panll 347 Wjeo b L)
il g0 gubla (negyy (1390

aaylall

Gl ajgua aigia gubll ggila

PM 2:15 9/25/2017



e AT G T YU

ST yanan

nttp: /www.icli.gov.jo/moike/ 11

The singer then says: ajgayesl

We congratulate you on this |  yle guigay aigap gadn ala
gleeful day Qainall

May your kids be real men...O | .. lag Ua

Pray! Pray! all =y b ajgale Ly gublall

And achieve their dreams ajgual
whatever they may! g9ie ling aigae Joallo yg b
A&uouahill

The group then replies: | ... Lag Ua

We dearly... etc iy polull plol ublal Jaas liag
Koo @aaly (il gl alo oo
polull plol 1a< 5,9 laygs ol lmas wyhy
Baws &y @b sebe dunll 1ag Sublo

In Fact, the group members keep
repeating this for a few minutes
only. 18 clwoig l@ie lac b Bag (ihsig

aylac [ag o (aj3) lac ol lapw By
A number of youths from the oo Gluwilg 83 el (18g ubgadl
wileg ¢upolul plol Jloabul (i} uayl
3aa g0 cligll ageyg «udi eld,l

nearby territories or villages

start flocking and coming in

successive groups to the ulle (pnl G ala gublal
celebration when they get cugi U (nise
invited, get wind of the oo Vil yunig b elil guue
ceremony, or when the ahe csy
fascinating songs captivate their | .. llag Ua
ears, These men are usually | aodldaAc clighlb  axall Wag liubly
distinguished by their beautiful | (iogaal Joi unll dlo cliddh
voice and the ability to keep aiasll
singing for a long time dvete | ... lag LUa
the numerous numbers of lines 00 (3) wSly  aualg alabl i)
of poetry they memorize and (4/2(aual §9o
iterate while singing. In fact, JoJa goa auae(S) gpealg g
men are usually hospitably aloc
received and are highly ceneeenn UBg U
welcomed because of their Hsu o agsyglal Ao Joli Goa
participation and their major gialle cubiph Jubell wgs) (pj L
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role in making the ceremony
gleeful, hilarious, and
transported with joy. No soconer
than they reach the ceremony
venue, they do not sit with the
attendees or the crowds, but
they immediately join the rows
of dancers as one of them
interpenetrates one of the rows
from the back side while
appltavding and saying: “We
dearly... etc”, and then he keeps

singing with the others. These

guys are usually called “Surah or ‘

Surah group, i.e 3 group of
people who travel at night. They
then start dancing and singing
while repeating the following:
The day we have travelled in the
darkness of the night

Is 3 day that we shall keep
forever in our hearts

IF you were not that precious to
us,

Then we would not have come or
made effort in the first place

We dearly... etc

1 will start with poetry that has
never been told before

That comes out from purely fond
heart

Indeed, my heart loves people
who are passionately attracted

to eloquent words!
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We dearly... etc

You are the one who tells
amusing stories

1 wish your love remains in my
heart forever

If your heart shall fall in love
with mine

| would pray to God and sacrifice
an oblation

We dearly... etc

The two rows of dancers
suddenly stop singing for almost
ten seconds while keeping
clapping, and then one of them
starts calling for Al-Hashi (A
veiled woman who tries to join
the rows) by saying:

If anyone of you comes across
the people of joy

O please guide me to them
Shall you grant us a noble lady...
We dearly... etc

O people of joy, you do have 3
choice

To give her up, or we will make a
noise

We dearly... etc

Bring the fascinating woman

O please let her step Forward
Let her show off her charming
garment

And start waving across the
dancers

We dearly... etc
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O here comes the belle

Please, show her affection

She changed my world with a
blink of an eye

Her eyes made me mesmerized
We dearly... etc

In consequence of this, Al-Hashi
starts approaching the rows and
getting close to them with the
encouragement of one of her
kens who accompanies her
clutching the tip of her sleeve or
her dress (Usually Abaya or
some special kinds of garments)
and then he let loose of her
exactly in front of the As-Samer
while wearing Abaya that

entirely covers her body and her

face except her eyes while |

holding a sword or stick, and
then she starts performing At-
Tahoushi, walking briskly,
strutting, and swaylng from the
right to the left side in front of
the As-Samereen (The two rows
of dancers) following the same
thythm. Men then resume
singing by saying:

It hurts me if we are apart
Don’t get out of my sight

| really pray for me and you

To be one instead of two!

We dearly... etc

Svelte like 3 spear
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Swift like 3 lance

IF | saw your lovely face, at
dawn, by chance

My heartbreaking wounds would
be healed with just a glance
We dearly... etc

I will Fight for your honor

| will pull myself together

And ride over the camel

To be with you forever

We dearly... etc

Fly away my little one

Riding you is my real fun

How good it feels to ride the
camel

As it gets me close to my lovely
woman

We dearly... etc

How beautiful would you be

If you were taller

| would grab you by the hand
And show you our lovely land
We dearly... etc

The dancers keep singing,
applauding and following the
same synchronized movements
while swaying to the right and
Left sides. Simultaneously, Al-
Hashi keeps performing the
same movements in front of the
dancers until one of her relatives
draws near and takes hold of her
sleeve or Abaya and asks her to

set down. This process is vsuvally
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known as “Wasq Al-Hashi”,
holding Al-Hashi back and
preventing her from performing
these movements any longer.
Promptly, the singer starts
addressing the one who set Al-
Hashi aside as if he tries to
release and set her free so as to
enable her to resume her
movements by saying:

Please! Don’t take her out of our
sight

Or otherwise we would sue you
to know who is really right!

We dearly... etc

1 am blessed with friends so
kind

They will bring us the belle!
They will never mind!

Please! Do! By God!

We dearly... etc

If you seek a ransom

| am willing to indulge you with
huge amounts of gold

Mark my words... Mark my
words...

We dearly... etc

The singer continues begging |

the one who took hold of her by
saying:

You are moonstruck

Even though you put the belle in
lock

We dearly... etc
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-solull 8543 2o adlhio gublall
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Take what you wish epileall aal o 3g (Al Julasl .5
We will pay you double o) gug (sdlg pe poluwdl (le
We shall give you more el @l gea gulde ol (ayl aiw
And arm you with gun and its 6%y clacll pagi) I ol gl
scabbard Slale go gl w@es gai § jgAanl
When the singer loses hope, he lmAey JLd) wgpn aic gl gjl
starts directly addressing the ANl algyl pauous Lo Jayi culs
lady by saying: gazll gw Slol ygelniuy :
Don’t worry my sweetie Q1o &l aace ddo0g
1 will set you free il o 3algi gSlolg Gylare)l
We dearly... etc 03y j9olil g% plg W@aal Lny
Then he starts begging her by 6l gouy wusg Abhlunll
saying: wide 82l Ja S0l wigal
0 lady! iy pUS 138 Fauall o dydo
| feel sick, and you have the ga poludl GU alall oo wany Gl
medicine J1 H)3q00 dueib Gy;94518 alan
| feel cold, and you have the &oyad agac io guinyll glaag
quilt! 19 wuy 055 g dhlgiog iag
We dearly... etc Sl 2bgu9 chandl (né Glnsy
| have severe headache, and you ©gac aatal olgnlll o i<
are the cure! Saoan uyss U ogac Jag
We dearly... etc 2 U b wang) JAas U yublai .6
| really shiver (n the wind like gl 2yl caaln @aal pod, gl
last leaf on @ dying tree, and you Aayal aal
have the mantle! 214l &5 juial) ggoalall (il .7
We dearly... etc polull ggolriyg wlall o gosly
My Finger won't be charming -ulis gl (matal Yy dpilio
unless your ring is put on it! adlwg aabdio jlpl go v U .8
We dearly... etc .gubl))
After all of this, the lady is o aeioy Giugoll ) Laic -
released again. So, all dancers iyl
start applauding, swaying, and dal o Giigall 138 aagoll clisl -0
singing: lahy gl laia) cla
You are the grass that | like to 5ublo gublall angall cligll -3
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see
1 am really fond of your
fathomless eyes

| am really greedy when it comes
to you

| am filled with ecstasy when |
behold you

Raptures shines aver me when |
get a glance at your charming
black garment

May the good old days return
and switch the darkness with
light

We dearly... etc

She enlightens my world with
her fascinating presence
Lightning shines from her
glamorous collar

And her beauty drizzles during
the days of summer

We dearly... etc

The dancers stop the harmonic
and rhythmic songs. All of &
sudden, Ar-Raza'ah begins,
which is a special kind of
dancing that includes active and
dynamic movements, as well as
severe, quick, and growling
applavding. Dancers move up
and down quickly while making
sounds that are analogous to
hissing (Dehheeyyee - Hey Hey).
At the same time, Al-Hashi

moves quickly and rigidly in
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dagleog Gull 60 Gublall Wgdg -3
iyl
A8io (ubll ag)ag Andyl claul -8
dagalo (g gublall gul il 1
vyl clislg elagus b (18
2o ol laaiig 6cliell ALas
asgnll polull OIS g gl
.Guanillg
Blalla uilll Jlasll guy jga U .2
il by Ja)l guals U auyel
aani b ol Jagl guly gul
asha (ag aunell gas &l
6-5 A ol Joa Wl ilad
- o
16 @hgano ol jleibl aheo .3
IgilS 13]g usall 1l glawl 6,513
A3y a@anl gla aslg go sl |
oclié (ghy 13l Cull &ulay adld)
Uag Ua 4 degoanl 63) dia JUa
U9iRy (uiall aq) clldlg Ua b oy
Y10 godgh 9 peuil Quds
Gl 13alg ujgll Ja gl lnall
aagyeo0 aailill poludl jleibl aqi
auuilly gyl etasl Y€ (8
ol go cueladl (al uigal) |
puiy (b glawll gl bwan guyg
dalS (hag &a 1d U oaie go
owlg Al gl€o gadul awl gl
9 J heb gladl go%i ol bbb
J gy i)l @8N go
ol gl Jé go go @ail U .4
adhio (3o alids yiillg polull
1 b gyl s Al pu)
249 ouwds paillg Buna; Gl Al
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front of them following the
same rhythm. A few seconds
later, all dancers squat and
begin clapping and applauding
more severely and quickly
performing what is called
“Sahjah” where Al-Hashi dances
between the two opposing rows
of men who are competing for
her attention. The more they
approach her, the more she tries
to avert and hold them off using
the stick or sword in her hand.
Fits and starts go on until all
men break in sweat and become
exhausted. Then, one of the
dancers moves his hand making
2 gesture that personifies a
request to Al-Hashi to give up,
or the two walls of dancers get
close to Al-Hashi so that she
approaches the tent until she
sets her foot on its threshold
notifying all dancers that the
dance is over.

Eventually, all dancers sit down
to get engaged in conversations
and console themselves by
drinking tea till they decide to
dance over again. And as for
other men who don’t participate
in the first dance, they can now
embrace the opportunity to take

part in the second one.

TIPS WWWICTL OV, JO/MOde/ 1

Ul e hleibl guseall Ay 39y
0aa gl Al Yan o Jas
9a lao Jgiy 9ag Spif bl
.ayal Bgano

©lag) pads dyis §yb Cing .
poludl goJ o Cuny dalido
solw 8l pAsyl aikyg his
-poluwll lan go @igoady paill
wdal) gaey gile glull cly)
polully Cladyl go pif (nowg
wlng; 0iag ducg (gl Jio
24l glgll (ile 13g7 dygisla
poludt gugg

log aalg o) ol cany el .
&lay a alpilly dogano gl
dgolall 6alodl o quuas Ug alall
pofy apill go 3y U oIS lalg
Ug alall &lay 1o apity gadid
.a0lall 5atoll (o awas
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« Ollda)l gion U goayl
« &auuyll &xaall i} g9l
@l pladll a55 apanig jaghi 2017 ©
dlagana Ggaall gran Cilinayll Jolal
E n Uoselytdl  Liggail 4101 glgill aac
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