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Minister of Culture and National Heritage
prof. Malgorzata Omilanowska

DOZ-3708/14/1C

Warsaw, 9 July 2014

Nativity Scene tradition bearers from Krakow

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to inform you that by decision of 23 May 2014 the Nativity Scene tradition was inscribed
on the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. I sincerely congratulate the applicants who make
the effort of sustaining this beautiful and exceptional tradition for future generations. I hope that the
inscription will contribute to the promotion of intangible cultural heritage and increase the awareness
of the importance of tradition and intergenerational transmission among the society in general.

Regards,

[signature|



MINISTER
KULTURY I DZIEDZICTWA NARODOWEGO

prof. Matgorzata Omilanowska
DOZ-3708/14/JC

Warszawa, 9 lipca 2014 r.

Szopkarze Krakowscy

Uprzejmie informuje, ze decyzja z dn. 23 maja 2014 r. Szopkarstwo Krakowskie
zostalo wpisane na Krajowa List¢ niematerialnego dziedzictwa kulturowego. Serdecznie
gratuluj¢ Wnioskodawcom, ktérzy podejmuja wysitek zachowania pigknej i wyjatkowe]j
tradycji dla przyszlych pokolen. Mam nadziej¢, ze wpis przyczyni si¢ do promocji
niematerialnego dziedzictwa kulturowego i zwiekszenia §wiadomosci ogdtu spoleczenstwa

wagi tradycji i przekazu migdzypokoleniowego.
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THE NATIONAL LIST OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Artistic and historical gunsmithing

The Nativity Scene (szopka) tradition in Krakow

The procession of Lajkonik

Rafting traditions of Ulanow

Corpus Christi celebrations in Lowicz

Esperanto as a carrier of Esperanto culture

The art of making and playing bagpipes

Zukowo school of the Kashubian embroidery

Falconry — a living tradition

Polish national dances

Celebrations in honour of St. Roch with the blessing of animals
Traditional bell foundry techniques used by the Felezynski family in Taciszow
Easter rhymes in Szymborze

The local dialect of Warmia as a medium of oral traditions
Toy-making traditions in Zywiec and Sucha Beskidzka

Honey hunting

Perebory — weaving traditions in the Bug river region
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KRAJOWA LISTA
NIEMATERIALNEGO
DZIEDZICTWA
KULTUROWEGO

Rusznikarstwo artystyczne i historyczne

Szopkarstwo krakowskie

Pochéd Lajkonika

Flisackie tradycje w Ulanowie

Procesja Bozego Ciala w Lowiczu

Jezyk esperanto jako no$nik kultury esperanckiej
Umiejetnos$é wytwarzania instrumentu i gry na kozie
Hafciarstwo kaszubskie szkoly zukowskiej

Sokolnictwo - zywa tradycja

Polskie tafice narodowe

Uroczystosci ku czcet Sw. Rocha z blogoslawiefistwem zwierzat
Tradycyjna technika ludwisarska Felczyniskich w Taciszowie
Przywolowki dyngusowe w Szymborzu

Gwara warminska jako nosnik tradycji ustnych
Zabawkarstwo zywiecko-suskie

Bartnictwo



The Nativity Scene (szopka) tradition in Krakow

The Nativity Scene (szopka) Christmas tradition derives from the tradition of stationary Christmas
cribs and nativity plays that were staged in churches during Christmas time. Contrary to the first
crib that presented the birth of Christ in a crib against a rocky background. Krakéw cribs located the
Holy Family in the scenery of the city.

The first Nativity scenes were made in the middle of 19" century by carpenters and bricklayers
from the Krakdéw area, mainly from Zwierzyniec. It enabled them to earn extra income in the dead
of winter, when construction jobs were scarce. During Christmas, the cribs were carried by door-to-
door carollers who obtained donations in return for a visit. From the second half of the 19th century.
the bricklayers and construction workers of Krakow who specialised in making szopkas began to
form a kind of a separate guild.

For decades, the intangible cultural heritage of the Nativity Scene tradition in Krakdw has been
continuously recreated by the members of the community and the citizens of Krakow. The szopka
tradition is a traditional craft, which is transmitted from generation to generation, which has
guaranteed its continuity since the 19™ century.

Since 1937 - except for the World War II period — a competition presenting such artefacts has taken
place each December. These works of art are traditionally brought to the Main Square of Krakéw
and placed at the footsteps of the Adam Mickiewicz monument. Since 1946, the Historical Museum
of the City of Krakéw has been responsible for organising this competition. The annual contest for
the most beautiful szopka crowns several months of preparations and labour of the Krakéw szopka
makers.

The crib-making community encompasses four generations, for whom the competition for the most
beautiful szopka marks an end to months of preparations and work. Among the group of several
active constructors, the most active are the ones which have kept this tradition alive and transmitted
it within families (Stanistaw, Anna and Rozalia Malik. Lucyna Paczynska and Dariusz Czyz,
Marian Dtuzniewski and Marzena Krawczyk, Tadeusz and Zbigniew Gillert, Jacek and Marek
Gtluch, Edward and Marek Markowski). Some of them have continued the tradition for decades
(Maciej Moszew. Jan Kirsz, Pawel Nawata, Kazimierz Stopinski, Leszek Zarzycki, Marian Wigcek,
Piotr Michalczyk). Others belong to the youngest. ambitious generation which has just became
interested in this tradition and the heritage of Krakow (Katarzyna Racka, Filip Fotomajczyk).
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Szopkarstwo krakowskie

Zwyczaj budowania szopek w olaesis swigt Bodagn Narodeauia wywodz sig tradycii statycrmych seopek
fwigtacrmpch omar jaselak, riegdyé wystawimmych w koiciclech w okresie fwigt Bodegn Narodwria,
Przewminia byly to stajenki betlejemdde na fle shalistego Jrajobrarn. Umidesrcrano w nich figorkd
Dedecigtia w Hobls, Maryd, Jéeefa.

Plarwsre szopkd powstaly w polowis XTX w. Tworzyl je clafle, muorarms ¢ podicaleowskich olmiic, giowais
2¢ Dwlerzyhca. Bylo to dla mich dodathowe zajecie w crasie martwegn sezoom budowlanegn. W okresie
Swigt chodsll za swymi sropkami po dommch. Od = pol. XIX w wirdd mewrarzy § sobotwikow
Tudowlanych w Krakowis racral povestmweé svago rodzaju odrybery cach sopkerry.

Od driesigtioleci mismaterialne ddadziciwe knltwowe — tworzenle mopki kakowskigl, jest stala
odiverzmne prom exlonkow wapolacty w malacii z ich otocreniem - mizsiem Frakowenn. Sroplariwo

krakowrside jest tradycyjym reecdosiem, kiire praekarywene jest z polnlents na poknlere rapewnisfac
Jago nienstanne trwanie od XX wicka,

0d 2937 rokn — z przervy na hita T wolny bedatows) — zawses w gradnin, odbywa sig konkers, podezas
kifcego preceniowane sy rekod-isls. Tradycyinie przynnssone sy one na Bysek Giowenry w Xrakowie {
uatawians n stip pormmika Adama Micdewicza. Od 1546 rokn oxganizatorem konkursn jest Mrzewm
Historyane Missta Krakows, Wepdlnoiy krahowskich szopkacry tworry crlonkowis o silnym pocracis
Jadnokel § todsamobet lokalned.

Do frodowiska seopkarry malely proadstawicisle crimrech polmied, dia kidxych corosmy konkery m
mafpigkmicjery s2ophy krakowsky jest rwiedcreciem killamniesiacenych pozypotowsdi § pracy. Wirsd
kikndregiecin crynmych seoplarry seereghing roly w frodowiskn pelniy twéeey, Rifery od pololet
podireymsiy tadycy § dheja o jej rodrinny pemkar (Stacislew, Andresj, Anma | Romlia Maltkowds,
Locea Paczyfsks | Dedosz Cryh, Marian Dininiewskd § Marresa Kraweryk, Tadeosz § Zhigniew
Gillertowis, Jacek § Darek Glnchowis, Edward | Marek Markowscy), 53 cmionymi kondynustorami
tradygii sispzerwenie od driesiqcioleci (Maciey Mosrew, Jan Kirsz, Passl Nawals, Karimiez Siopmsld,
Lestsk Zaczycid, Macka Wigeek, Flotr Michaloeryk), 53 agjrelodurym, aymym od kilke lat | exnbitnym
poholeniiesn, kifeych zaintecesownla tradyeja § jg ddedziciwo Kakows (Katarzyma Racks, Filip
Folomajezyk)




