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Nativity Scene tradition bearers from Krak6w 

I would like to inform you that by decision of23 May 2014 the Nativity Scene tradition was inscribed 

on the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. I sincerely congratulate the applicants who make 

the effort of sustaining this beautiful and exceptional tradition for future generations. I hope that the 

inscription will contribute to the promotion of intangible cultural heritage and increase the awareness 

of the importance of tradition and intergenerational transmission among the society in general. 

Regards, 

[signature J 
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Szopkarze Krakowscy 

Uprzejmie informujcr, ze decyzj'! z dn. 23 maja 2014 r. Szopkarstwo Krakowskie 

zostalo wpisane na Krajowq Listcr niematerialnego dziedzictwa kulturowego. Serdecznie 

gratulujcr Wnioskodawcom, kt6rzy podejmuj'! wysilek zachowania picrknej i wyjqtkowej 

tradycji dla przyszlych pokolen. Mam nadziejcr, ze wpis przyczyni sitt do promocji 

niematerialnego dziedzictwa kulturowego i zwicrkszenia swiadomosci og6lu spoleczenstwa 

wagi tradycji i przekazu mi~tdzypokoleniowego. 
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THE NATIONAL LIST OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Artistic and historical gunsmithing 
The Nativity Scene (szopka) tradition in Krak6w 
The procession of Lajkonik 
Rafting traditions of Ulan6w 
Corpus Christi celebrations in Lowicz 
Esperanto as a carrier of Esperanto culture 
The art of making and playing bagpipes 
Zukowo school of the Kashubian embroidery 
Falconry- a living tradition 
Polish national dances 
Celebrations in honour of St. Roch with the blessing of animals 
Traditional bell foundry techniques used by the Felczynski family in Tacisz6w 
Easter rhymes in Szymborze 
The local dialect ofWarmia as a medium of oral traditions 
Toy-making traditions in Zywiec and Sucha Beskidzka 
Honey hunting 
Perebory - weaving traditions in the Bug river region 
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Rusznikarshvo artystyczne i historyczne 

Szopkarstwo krakowskie 

Pochod Lajkonika 

Flisackie tradycje \V Ulanolvie 

Procesja Bozego Ciala \V Lo\viczu 

J crzyk esperanto jako nosnik kultury esperanckiej 

Umiejc:tnosc lvyhvarzania instrumentu i gry na kozie 

Hafciarstwo kaszubskie szkoly zukolvskiej 

Sokolnictwo - :iywa tradycja 

Polskie tatice narodolve 

Uroczysto.Sci ku czci Sw. Rocha z blogoslawietistwem zwierzqt 

TradyC)]na technika ludwisarska Felczytiskich w Taciszo\vie 

Przywololvki dyngusowe \V Szymborzu 

Gwara warmitiskajako nosnik tradycji ustnych 

Zabawkarstlvo Zy\viecko-suskie 

Bartnictwo 

... 



The Nativity Scene (szopka) tradition in Krakow 

The Nativity Scene (szopka) Christmas tradition derives from the tradition of stationary Christmas 
cribs and nativity plays that were staged in churches during Christmas time. Contrary to the first 
crib that presented the birth of Christ in a crib against a rocky backgrow1d. Krak6w cribs located the 
Holy Family in the scenery of the city. 

The first Nativity scenes were made in the middle of 19th century by carpenters and bricklayers 
from the Krak6w area. mainly from Zwierzyniec. It enabled them to earn extra income in the dead 
ofwinter, when construction jobs were scarce. During Christmas, the cribs were carried by door-to­
door carollers who obtained donations in return for a visit. From the second half of the 19th century. 
the bricklayers and construction workers of Krak6w who specialised in making szopkas began to 
form a kind of a separate guild. 

For decades, the intangible cultural heritage of the Nativity Scene tradition in Krak6w has been 
continuously recreated by the members ofthe community and the citizens ofKrak6w. The szopka 
tradition is a traditional craft, which is transmitted from generation to generation, which has 
guaranteed its continuity since the 19th century. 

Since 1937- except for the World War 11 period- a competition presenting such artefacts has taken 
place each December. These works of art are traditionally brought to the Main Square of Krak6w 
and placed at the footsteps of the Adam Mickiewicz monument. Since 1946, the Historical Museum 
of the City of Krak6w has been responsible for organising this competition. The annual contest for 
the most beautiful szopka crowns several months of preparations and labour of the Krak6w szopka 
makers. 

The crib-making community encompasses four generations, for whom the competition for the most 
beautiful szopka marks an end to months of preparations and work. Among the group of several 
active constructors, the most active are the ones which have kept this tradition alive and transmitted 
it within families (Stanislaw, Anna and Rozalia Malik. Lucyna Paczynska and Dariusz Czyz, 
Marian Dluzniewski and Marzena Krawczyk, Tadeusz and Zbigniew Gillert. Jacek and Marek 
Gluch, Edward and Marek Markowski). Some of them have continued the tradition for decades 
(Maciej Moszew. Jan Kirsz, Pawel Nawata, Kazimierz Stopinski, Leszek Zarzycki, Marian Witrcek, 
Piotr Michalczyk). Others belong to the youngest. ambitious generation which has just became 
interested in this tradition and the heritage ofKrak6w (Katarzyna Racka, Filip Fotomajczyk). 
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