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REPlJBLlKA HRVA'I'SKA 
MINI~TARSTVO KUiTURE 

UPRA VA ZA ZASTITU KULTURNE BA~TINE 
Klasa: UP /l-612-08/15-06!0140 
Urbroj.: 532-04-01-03-02/3-15-1 
Zagreb, 13. srpnja 2015. 

Minhtarstvo kulture na t1lmelju claoka 12. stavka I. Zakona o zrutiti i ocuvanju kulturnih dobara (,Narodn.e 
uovine", broj 69/99, 151/03, 157/03, L~pravak 87/09, 88/!0, 61/11,25/12, 136/12, 157/13, 152/14) i t.Jaoka 20. 
stavaka I. i 2. PraviJnika o obliku, sadrzaju i naC.iuu vodenja Rcgistra kulturnih dobara Rcpublike Hrvatske 
(,,Narodne novine", broj 39/11 i 130/Bj, donosi 

RJESENJE 

l. 
Utvnlllje se da Tripmulrmske sveltmostl.i kolo Sl'. Tripun11- tradicije bokeljskih Hrvata u Hn'lltskoj iuldju 
svojstvo ncmatcrija!noga kultumog dobra u smislu c.lanka 9. stavka L alineja 3. Zakona o zastiti i ocuvat\ju 
kliltumili dobara. 

2. 
Za kulturno dobro iz tockc I. ovoga Rjc~enja utvrdujc se sljedeci su~tav mjera zastite: 

3. 

• osigurati dostupnost dobra javnosti; 
poticati sudjelovanje zajednice, grupa i pojedinaca koje ba§tine dobro n idcntificimoju, deliniranju, 
izvodenju i preno~enju dobra; 
popu!ari;.drati i piNnovirati kulturl'o dobro oddavanjem iz!ozbi, >irucnih ~kupova, smot.ri folklora, 
fustivala, put em elektronickih rn.:dija, audio i video 21:pisa i na druzi nacin; 
poticati prenosenje i njegovanjc kultumog dobu u izvornim i drugim sredinama; 
educirati s!nttni lcariar za prenokuje znanjn i vje.~tina pukm seminara, t'adionica, for;nalnog i 
ndonnalnog obra.zovanja; 
uastaviti s istrazivanjem dobra, pt imjerenim dokumentira•1jem u svim vidovima i nat.b1ima 
suvremenog biljefunja, te >ttucnim l znanstvenim vrednovanjem; 
promicati funkciju i znacaj dobra u drustvu, te ukljuciti za~titu dobra u planirane razvojne 
programc; 
stitit! dohro prcpoznajuci proce:;e globalizadje i druJitvene transtormacije, ktlko bi s~ lzbjegla 
opasnost od nestajanja Hi uuistmja; 
pruvoditi mjere za~tite. 

Nositeij dobra duzan je provoditi mjere zastit.; radi njegova ocu%nja, mk'adno Zakonu o z.1Stiti i oi'uv"nju 
kuiturn[h dobata i svim propisima koji. se odt'OSc na ku!tmna dobtr, pridr.l'iwa.'ud se ujQgove p()vU~snO·· 
iradicij;kc matrice i pojavnos.(. Nositelji m sve pmvne i fizick.; osobc evicbntirane na Popisu nosite!ja koji je 
s"stavni dio ovoga Rjc~~'1ia. 0 svim pr:tMjenr;ma nr.;sttdja nedkzno 11jel.o d:r1no je obavij~stiti Strucr.o 
po~jDr"nstvc za utvrdinmje svojstva kulturnoga dolmr, kojc: cc 'ttiJ:,dno izmjena.na t evidimti Pop is nositdja. 

4. 
Nn naved,·eo ll~malerUalno kulturno dobro iz to~ke 1. il.l\,kQ ov,;g:: Rjt~C!l.)l prln:je'\i,~c se z,,k.cn.., z.;tititi i 
o~uvaOJju kult;rmL'l d0hr.:~ i svj propisi J..oji se oJnosc nJ l:\,Jtr<t:1u dobr~. 

5. 
Predr>~!:lno ku'l1Jril<) dobro upisrt t'e ·~ u Registar ::u1t~irJJih do:.-ara R, 1,ublik' : rLv1.ts.I:c- Li>tu r.~ricc·nih 

'<niml•.llh dohnnL a upi'\ t.~~ se obja-:,;-i ti u nN<~rcdr:dm u.\H.-h"'lt•sn~;~ 

f). 

iu lbn r• . ..:: od :~d.h't izvr~-~;nj~ V\'oga .Rjc.\:l1i<:. 



0 b r a z l o z e nj e 

Triputtdanske svelfatwsti i kolo sv. Tripuua - tradicije bokeljskih Hrvata u Hrvatskoj kulturna su bastina 
koju su boke!jski Hrvati doseljavanjem iz Boke Kotorske, danas u drzavi Cmoj Gori, prenijeli u Hrvatsku. 
Zajeddca Bokelja u IIrvatskoj vezana je uz tradiciju Boke Kotorske, pripadnik:a Bokeljske momarice kao 
poznatih pomoraca i cehovskog udru.Zenja, bratovstine mediteranskog tipa. Blagdan obiljezavaju od!askom na 
katoliCko misno slavlje i izvedbom kola u svim sredistima u kojima su ustan()Vili svoje bratovstine u Hrvatskoj. 
Bokelji u Hrvatskoj danas iline brojnu zajednicu organiziranu u bratovstine koje su ujedinjene na:zivom 
"Hrvatska bratovstina Bokeljska momarica 809", a djeluju u Zagrebu, Rijeci, Puli, Splitu i Dubrovniku. U 
Hrvatskoj ima oko deset tisuca Bokelja, od eega je u bratovstinama odnosno odredima oko osamsto aktivnih 
clanova. Od k:mja 19. i poeetka 20. stoljeca Bokelji znacajnjje doseljavaju u Hrvatsku. Otada dose1javaju 
kontinuirano, a broj'niji dolasci povezani su s izvanrednim okolnostima, poglavito ratovima i poratnim 
razdob1jima. Prvi organizacijski oblici javljqju se u Zagrebu oko 1920., da bi kmmije bratovstina Bokeljske 
momarice bila organizirana u Zagrebu 1954.g., u Rijcci 1962.g., te pocetkom 1990-ih u Puli i Dubrovniku. 
Trenutno u Hrvatskoj zivi peta i ~esta generacija Bckelja koji bastine tmdiciju Bokeljske mornarice na teritoriju 
Republike Htvatske upravo u aktivnostima bratovstina. Svoju tradicijsku. bastinu smatraju nezaobilnznim 
dijelom identiteta, pa se zato okupljaju i slave sveca za~titnik:a, svetoga Tripuna. 
Sveti Tripun roden je 232. godine u Kampl?adi u Maloj Aziji, u danasnjoj Turskoj. Sveti Tripun (etimoloski 
korijen .Truph znaei "osoba plemenitog duha"; lat. i grc . .Tryphon, slavenski Tripun) bio je mucen i ubijen u 
osamnaestoj godini jer se nije htio odreei krscan::.tva. Tijelo svetoga ftiplma bilo je prencseno u Kampsadu, pa 
zatim u Carigrad, a iz Carig:rada u Kotor. Duhovnost Bokelja neizostavno je povezana s kuitom svetog Tripuna, 
cije su moci dosle u Boku davne &09. godine., otkada ga se §tuje kao zastitnika grada Katora, Kotorske b:skupije 
i Bokeijske momarice, a njemu je vosvc6eno i kolo. Kolo se ccsto taziva i kolom Bokeljske momarice, jer ga 
izvode samo Odredi Bokeljl'lke momarice. Po predaji prvi put se pksalo p:rilikom dolaska re!:ikvija svetog 
Tripuna u. Kotor 809. g. u cast zastitnika, pa Bokelji smatraju da je ispravno koristiti naziv K.f'Jlo svetog Trip una. 
Bokelji su stoljcdima bili prisutni na: svjetskim morima. Osim patcntiranih brodova koje su gradili u svojim 
brodogra?tlistinla, ima1i 51.1 u Perastu pomorsku skoltt vec u 16. St. Sposobnost Bokelja u pomorstvu pa i vicnost 
oruzju pokr.za1e su se uspjesnima u sudjelovanju u vclikim pomorskin1 b:tkama (kod Lepanta i u Morejskom 
ral:u). Aktivnosti bratovstina ovisc 0 vodstvu i cLmstvu. Sastaju Sl! mjcsecno, a u vlijemc organiziranja vecih 
dogadanja i tjedn,), radi prcZCJ.1tacij<t k:Pjiga, Citanja pozzije i ::lrugih dogaJ'at~a, i.dcta :i putovJnja, posebno u 
zcmlje i grJdove (Venccija, Trst, Padova, Bee) kojima je Boka 11 povijesti pripadala i imala s njima mzvij ... n.:; 
trgovacke i druge odnose. Pred Bozic djeci osiguraju poktorc da hi tijekom odrastanja osjecali povezanost 
zajednice. Rijecka hratovstina razvila j~ suradnju s Bakarskvrn strazom te sucljelujtl na njihovoj godi~njoj 
pr0slavi Margaretine, kao i na rijecK:oj sredisnjoj goctii;njoj pro>lavi sv. Vida kad je lljedno i clan rijeCkoga 
Odreda. Zagreba~ka bratovstina razvila j<: bogatu suradnju sa slichim udt'tlgama u okviru Zaj~dnice hrvatskih 
povijesnih vojnih postrojhi. Vezanost uz stmizavicaj ogleda se osim u ohitcljskim posjctima Boki i u tome sto su 
eminentni C.lanovi zaje<lnicl! :Bokelja iz Hrvatgk~ viS.e puta vodiH i Bokdjsku mornaricu u Kotoru tako da su !:lili 
imenovani Cinom admirala (godine 1935. prof. dr. se. Karlo Radonicic, osnivac Inteme klinike u ZJgrebu, sa 
stalnim prel;ivalistem i radom .u Za.grebu; prof. dr . .se. Vla.dishiv Brajkovic, admiral od 1965.-1989., profesor na 
Pravnom faku1t<ltu u Zagrebu i n:kudernikliAZU-a; ~e po15asni adrn!ral kap. A.ntlu1 Simovic imenovan 1991. g.). 
Hrvatske hratovstine njeguju tra.diciju po~chnc) u akliVIiOStimJ Odre.da koje ci.ne pripndnici u tradicijsldm 
uniformama momar:1 i tasnika. Zagrebacka bratovstina dominira po broju clanova. Tako svaka btatovstina ima 
svoj Odred, ima prigoda i knd se ~pajnju, primjcrice kad sudj~'luju na istoj prosl.-wi, Okupljaju se svake !;Odin0 za 
proslavu sv. Trip.ma oko dva stedis:~ja dogadaja. To su Trir:unrlnn i "Bokeljska vecer'', s tradiciorml11in1 batom 
koji se u sva.k0m od gni.dovn u.kojima Bokeljska mom.1dca djeluje odrzava u raiHC:ito 'vrijeuh'. U Zagrebuj~ to 
k:rajem vcljace, u Rijeci i Dubrovniku ~redinmn veljace, u Puli u ozujkn i1i travnju. Ta okapljanja zajed:no s 
kultamim dogadanjima (izlozb~, konctrti, .ve.(:.eri pt•clije, strucna pr.:davanja i ~L) h)je ti.m pcwodom bra!ovstine 
organizimju, a odnosc se na pr<d~ttn ljanj0 kultume bastine l3ok-: hrHrtqk<lj javn0:>t:i, cinc cjellnu hdu Bok_; ~j i 
nazin.ju Tripllifi/anke :s~·eea;ms!i. 
KJd se sa>taju rndi baianja koltl, stariji .: lil<h.lVi, nc.r;ov· j-:d.o11 i1<l:usni, u{i 1!1l::x1e. Sveukupno d··.nas mogn 
racUJlht i !'a dv:.:desetak akti\ nih Lt.\tH'bca. l\.l:adici J\1Ci;,U 'ud u kolo '' sa SVt)jih 15-16 gndiJ1a. o~h'.l ;.;cenja 
kemi<a. /..a.:cdnic.a skrbi i o nahwd i siv3~'\iu kndmn, Gdliv&ILJ uni li·m' e tl kcjoj . ~~ izYCdi kok. Li1iiiJnlU 
Bc,k;!!jske mo:-nariC0 ima s:jed..oce dij~lovc: bijelu l~o~ ulju, prsluk - j~?iJ,:./i/1'1 o,i l]•tbic~t~tcg n: borr!Q bn-:it•·l i.'l, 
ohvh!jem1 zlamitn g:Jjt<:nc.m s cmim ni.iJ,1:1, i?Ja:': kc>:<: '''-" t;hl~n krat\i l<::c~,!,J - Anret oJ ~rnc·:1.a fi:wg Hlkr•.> ~ 
(•rukvic<>ma od bNdo ~vile. Na l, o;;u ~jl se >;~~i:.' kp1lr nw~na. llld!: guc:: su ~;reke, s nogavicam~ do koj0n,:, (Yl 
crn1;1 ~vile, ;naaeT1.: od se~t r.:dara lmterlj _>~.a \c,iJ \\ ;snrnjem .:!ljelu dolni vi~osloj r:~~. D0 kulj~~n<'. obuv;.ju se ,:~'e, 
(Jtgi.J Car~l9~V ·· 1~J/J(Jrt!. (lt:rCa i/;_~C.:u·4·'1a ~AY'J·.:-L'l~ju ...::t,">: p,·jrt·:t'~rll-Pf":·>o.~ni koji iT!~,i .:: hiti hdr:~.) il~ Jj;lbi<:m.:.t i, itJ~1de :1 od 
~vih~ ~ .tU.t:r:rbn n~:·tJina. ·Na glavi ~-~~ f'L~i ~::)tJa,., it), :, :P1.J.Lt cLrugtJ, 1 •• d Clllc;g~) ~vi1.~>l·~.~..~~~- Siit,__~J~ii. rn dst'2!.V1_j(~j1.~1 
cmim k,~;:H~rom. Na vrh:I ~e kl]'<: ]{Jo cl\i(ht !k uni!c;u;1i, d,, .. i,.je ~;; ri·dum}cm od c<veJ: .:.gu 

?. 



bar!;un<t. du~u.ij:tstJ. 1•bl\ka . .:1 ne\ niu j<J l'rilivl. ~' \:~· n nov~' mik 1:1 f'>i)~ .. ui~.· 't;llh·tt'. KdOYil<h i p,l,· Jj -.dn;i u kL'hl iuuju 
casnieJ..e t:nif\Jtme koje $<J \l<.lost..dih tmiti.Yrrni r;v:likuitl !JO kajnJIU • k"ri -tu. 
Za bbgdj]l swt1~g l'ripuna ,[lrema t1adicij: bHiaju k,·,J,, bpr.d .:rkv<: u kljt~ ~e oluii n~lo."l, Ll;> ~a~t.:tvni di•l 
pto~la\c, ut t'],upljwu Rok.Jiie i prij~:t.:lj.;. (lkup·J,:t'ti pttmt:m2i J-.\ju ft~Jr;lcup!j~·4,(1ID nakon pcj\liiiuih tig,vr.!. 
l">n1Rluve >:•.: edr.hvaju u crkvi i<V. M.u~ic na Dt'~ku J Z:,~re(1u, u ltijed u .:rkvi Cmewn.iil Bhletl'-! D.kvic0 
\{arij,·. u l'uli u ~'l'kvi sY. Ar:tuna, u ~plitu u crkvi ~v . Fmn.: !·~ u Huhro\·niku. zad11.iih de-~.:·tak lr<'dina t\ lutedl;~l.i 
Ume,~nja Blo~ene Djc\ke :\1iitij.:. Rij~.·l'; j!4 o lupmn.a u k, .. jhnJ _,\! Bokt)Ui pi ~hvac<.'Hi i u knJ4ua ,;;,vu sv. 
Tripuna. Prij,• miiil' Mali .tdtniral g<'vNi lndc, pohvale sv. frip~mu. ] ljekom rtli~,;: S'v t:ceni:<, ili na krJju m be 
pred"tiednik ~r:1tu\~tin..:, sp(im~n\l hn..,n:l mmlih i:I:J:Jl\1\a t1 prntt.ikh>,i J;t!dini. N.1 kraju mis~.J cita ~" F<'.:<hmk::t 
kfiton<k•l!'l,l hi.,kup:t kuju :i\'<lke g~din.,; upt:fu:i'' H~.tkdjima u H<.•ki i· u ~" Udu. :!'\J.J...on mis~ Ilokelji, :iupljani ;:<~i 
~tl pri'<u~tv()\'ali. !lli"i, ll1pnik i. pr,·JMa\ n.ici gnubkih vb.!'i l ·kUp1j<tiU :-J U ZuJ'UOn1 ~tr-:Ju n.l Q"U£ctl(O UZ prig• odna 
tr· ditij~ka b(lkdjfLtjcla i pi\;u, ka•1 npr. jfigtmi~t · (frituk). k:r0s!ul~ . ~l;;-;_e m,(>k\e. ,!,>hnl!iku i1i pcra~ku tvrlU. 
Nhu n.:plvnati .ri /lumhari ·'" 1.ub.uttvnim hra;r.nrtlnJd.k;.:ni.l ~,. rij~•Hl. C pript ;;-m:i ln"nc i nmfw:tti {(\ okupljcmjcL 
i!<tice >>~J ulo:::n ~clia ina.:c ma1u ;~.a mj..:.iua k11J .,c. r.tc!i n kolu s>. T ripn!l.t, k.!.fe Lrv.)dc :;;~mo mH~k:Jrci. N<t 
"veean(>-,ti l hccri p·i,unu -.11 i djcca kl>j:t Bokl'~i ;..;·,, llll'ti>il'-l1"i Jwl,·nj.:.tu i •>i:.'uD.tiJtm r.:.j..:dni>tv:t i k.ultun:. 
os,.,hiti nat:in prc.noknj.t tih '.rijudnv~ti .k ang.J.J.iJJl'.•>-'t ;..hln~ .H.hnirab, Jj~b!..::a nd 7 o,) \0 g.>di!lJ. k(•j"~ 
hrato,;::tinc b:iraju pr, HM •ij··~\a.nju ~r.;didjo u ol itdji i F" t~i..::J:ovim !>pn.Sf 1bll('~tima. Ka·' uz ..,rkYt,ni.l 
tripund.:~tFke pn-,sl.i\ <'. tij..:kum !<l'l.;elj~-k~ 'n:-::~d (rtpr. u Z,i;n:b· vd tr,did\•U.tln0 n hotcht ~.h.,ratou). >.J«li 
:ldmiml itg<•vnr.l. h>ilr: '\\', Trip.llll'. ro j~: zahtjcwm i roJuzi td.:st s l\LJ!l;J ;trhaiC:r..~h iztr.'t.l:t. l\Ja!i admir;ll k:v>nijc 
ul:u:i u knhJ sv. Tripuna. Oc\ki('!l .k u unif{nmu Bokdj~t.t\ tunw.:uk>:~. Svi O.Jr,'di bnaju t.tlloga ndmirata l'iJi 
izbor je iLJ :.cet.na c .t-;t dj<:~<tk{J. 
Bok.:ljske vd:.-:ri, dakl.:. po\':inju k<)lom sv. TripU"l:l (i,~y,)Ji ..:.: najvi~. ~ t! l...ml nd l2 !'igura), na6tavt,jaju >e lodama 
sv. Tripttntl; 'tij.ed.i kr;.J0a izwdba klasielt.' gltvbc .. l 0akon toga rlo kt.ija ;, ctcri jc ;.a!;avni pn1~;-;;m i pks ;.,,ji 
1radidonalnn po.:inje vakcrom, ~~ otvam. )!<t rr<;d-.j"dnik hrato\;tin~, Ga<;tah!. Kolo "C u ci_idosti izvodt u 
dvanMst slika., ti~;ut a, knj<• svjim ;:aplaim,J i1tuju iilmhvlil:u b.I\ljt."!Ifil [l<•l'llN~twm: n tlrw. tc: 
''!!{'1'0/nmn .'fl!lera, n~ptaYa t'<Tiga (lmtllc), pr .. t'i.l ·vrt~a (Ui .\j1<1.!ir1, rcliko !:·ofo, &.a !:ola, k•>fv 11 
osMim, t&ptt;; (u puz), .;J"pug u suprnf!!f"'l wrj:nL t.~ tl.l kr~j tt n')m<.; uko v:;Hko\1ostojnlka i!i l:asnika ~..~ 
L.aht~t:vama w Inptma i drz;wno:n. };1;;~ tt\ ijd< pr.:~udno da ~.: u knlu izxcJn s'V~· tirurc, jer npr. ;whtj,'\llihl !'li!u 
:-iJi:'a 7,:htij0~ J. u•!Jmnuj..: t}v;:<k;;, :t i ::.~<t i'lvNf<J,·:L Dtt1't!\ll•»t, l'o\'<:LJl.l{.'.< i -:oJiJ,lrntH fl.:·k~·\1i El:.ii:waju n 
di.'.'t:.)c;nc-tvr;;n!Jol p;).h.tima, t.•d wsno. pn vb.,·, -.i<Pl i,r·•'d ntl,.u '·tl\h•mtk.J n l,;~~h,_ .'dgi~, , n_J..-:1n i;l'fo,L c :; i 
lll,·du\d-"Jll •m pcvc, .:no:eu wpdnu h uk• hvvd, tk:cc 1.1nhu F"~J,Li':U, :.tnir~IW, <r;hilj lh\ " p( ),r;:ti. _,.o>k i 
rlrz<l.njc• pro.!.iJ.;_kni ,qJ. 1\.Id .nJija kola tlcbie ·~"i"'\,,i ti.ldo:.ri j v.:clr'u<: btm!Tc:wl!O >a :-•nil..:ll(l:i(I i Jostoj:mH\11'11 
pokrdJ. J3a 1,1. se n.1liWk·diju nc.p<VlJ;,t.·g.l dtlh!t:'l, prin.d.:ml .i.l ::m.:nu ""I:vbu 1puh:::i::t>). Kob rr.::<.l\oJi 1;olovn1.t 
kt~ii pn.:n1a !lj.t:.:;im.t Bokc lja ''nw,a poka/h·J.tl o.·n billt "Hllrc.uo4, )>f'l..:tll< h( i Jul•nvr- n>.~ '. Kvr<il.. ji., Llp.<w i 11.1 tlo 
s.:: nogrm ne l>tup.l rNtima. IW):I\l n>d••ravno, nl pun<>;n ~h>pJlu. Kof,wod:l d<~i~.: .;;rnjc\r i nklih, ':.~:>t.;v[ll j ra,t:wlj.; 
~lib..1 k••tt U J.;,~iuj.; b1tu.t i p(;&Jj~~Inja <H<Iht \:nj:l l;lt;,.,la t:f.mkrava kn!n, n,' ,•g•W•' sp~anr•~ i r:tzdqhnjt•. iot(l <:; 

i)Whlh> >idi 1;(\d ~hk.t t, lil.oga kola. d1il Zola i kolo u lv•!lf. o-ntt !lJiif:l, bltna j.: »tcdina knh kej.l mu cajt 
.;tth:htu>t i mvnntd;u J 1z svj:.:t\lnJU ohilj<..·.?ja :.wLJ. dd\iivo k i njt:JiiV•l s;-:kta!nn i<hoJHtc. t )llll :.: IL1jno[Jjivik 
hJH.lh• tl tJvn.n:l_j figu.ti u.{prt~ C'!io di•:;w,>l,i!..:tt. ],,:iJ G<-1 ).<:\or:·o i;n;dilJ ,,t_,, ~hrini~ :;a '\w\:'~viu Hl<ll.:iut:i, :1 

cLltMs elm hi4.1.p'1 i drugih ,;'.:ict.:wnih duJJ\L '<nL~:J l!l.rsh•m Hl.'v<:''l·•!! ili Jr!Jl\Jhhf, vdikc.lo~t(.)jni!.:a u t:J<r~m~t 
fi~~td.-!:~"kjzttj~ f ..., post~)\cruj~ knlu l. cJ ii..tl t ~J :·djt;J.tlkL 
Upra\o .k ''"~a k,,J,, '<\' . lrifU!'•t L)jt' h:!nf'i prir c.dnr..:1 br:t:m ,,ir:a tr\i· ~h· c\;.p]j;.lr.ja, p.i.<:f•Jl!i .. J1"\ii·v<,,H k' n• 
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REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

DIRECTORATE FOR THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Class: UP/I-612-08/ 15-06/0140 
File No: 532-04-01-03-02/3-15-1 
Zagreb, 13 July 2015 

Pursuant to Article 12(1) of the Act on the Protection of Cultural Heritage (official gazette of the Republic 
ofCroatia Narodne novine 69/99, 151/03, 157/03, amended 87/09, 88/10,61111 , 25112, 136112, 157113, 
152/14) and Article 20(1) and (2) of the Rules on the format, content and method of keeping the Register of 
Cultural Goods of the Republic ofCroatia (OG 89/11 and 130/13), the Ministry of Culture hereby issues the 
present 

DECREE 
1 
It is hereby decreed that St Tryphon Festivities [Tripundanske svecnosti] and the Circle Dance of Saint 
Tryphon [kolo sv. Tripuna] - the folk traditions of the Bokelji Croats - are to be regarded as intangible 
cultural goods within the meaning of Article 9(1)(3) of the Act on the Protection of Cultural Goods. 

2 
In respect of the cultural good referred to in point I hereof, the following protective measures shall apply: 

- the public shall be granted access to the cultural good; 

3 

- the community, groups, and individuals to whose cultural heritage the good belongs to shall be 
encouraged to identify, define, perform, and pass on the good; 

- the cultural good shall be popularised and promoted by way of exhibitions, professional 
conferences, folk festivals, electronic media, audio and video recordings, and in other ways; 

-the cultural good shall be passed on and nurtured in its place of origin and elsewhere; 
- a team of professionals shall be trained to pass on their knowledge and skills by way of 

seminars, workshops, formal and informal education; 
-the research of the cultural good shall continue, which shall be appropriately documented in 

all manners available at present, and professionally and scientifically evaluated; 
- the social function and the importance ofthe cultural good shall be fostered and the protection 

of the good shall be incorporated in the planned development programmes; 
- the good shall be protected with respect to the processes of globalisation and social 

transformation, so as to avoid the risk ofthe good's disappearance or destruction; 
- the protection measures shall be put in place. 

The holder of rights to the cultural good shall take steps for its protection and preservation, in accordance 
with the Act on the Protection of Cultural Goods and all relevant applicable regulations, taking care not to 
compromise its historical and traditional matrix and manifestation. Holders of rights shall be any natural or 
legal persons stated in the List of the Holders of Rights incorporated herein. The competent authority shall 
notify the Expert committee for cultural goods classification on any changes pertaining to the holders of 
rights, and the Committee shall amend the List accordingly. 

4 
Act on the Protection of Cultural Heritage and all other regulations governing cultural heritage shall apply 
to the aforementioned cultural good referred to in point 1 of the operative part hereof. 

5 
The aforementioned cultural good shall be entered in the Register of Cultural Goods of the Republic of 
Croatia- List of protected cultural goods, and published in the official gazette of the Republic ofCroatia. 

6 
An appeal shall not stay the enforcement of this Decree. 



Statement of Reasons 

Festivities of St Tryphon and the Circle Dance of St Tryphon represent the tradition of the Croats of Boka, also 
known as the Bokelji, which they brought with them when they immigrated from Boka Kotorska, a city that is presently 
in Montenegro. The Bokelji residing in Croatia are linked to the tradition of Boka Kotorska, specifically that of the 
members of the Boka Navy who were widely acclaimed seafarers and organized in a naval guild or a Mediterranean-type 
fraternity. On the Day ofSt Tryphon, there is a celebration of the Eucharist and a circle dance performance (kola) in all 
places where the Bokelji have established their fraternities . The Bokelji in Croatia make up a large community organised 
into fraternities under the name of"Hrvatska bratovstina Bokeljska momarica 809" [Croatian Fraternity "The Boka Navy 
809"] established in Zagreb, Rijeka, Pula, Split, and Dubrovnik. The Bokelji numbers in Croatia stand at around I 0,000, 
of which around 800 are active members of fraternities or divisions. Their first major immigration to Croatia dates back to 
the late 19th and early 20th century. Ever since, they have been coming in steady numbers that peaked in extraordinary 
circumstances such as war and post-war periods. Their first organisations emerged in Zagreb around 1920. First Boka 
Navy Fraternity was established in Zagreb in 1945, and the others followed in Rijeka in 1962 and in Pula and Dubrovnik 
in the early 1990s. The Bokelji living in Croatia at present are the fifth and the sixth generations. They have been passing 
on the tradition of the Boka Navy in the Republic ofCroatia through the activities carried out by their fraternities. Their 
heritage is an essential part of their identity, which is why they come together to venerate the patron saint, St Tryphon. 
Saint Tryphon was born in Campsada (in Asia Minor, present-day Turkey). His name is derived from the Greek word 
"truph" meaning "a person of noble spirit". His name in Latin and Greek is Tryphon and in Slavic Tripun. He was tortured 
in a horrible manner and killed at the age of 18 because he refused to renounce his Christian faith. His relics were first 
buried in Campsada. Later on, they were translated to Constantinople, and then to Kotor. The spirituality of the Bokelji is 
inextricably linked with the cult ofSt Tryphon, whose relics arrived at Boka far back in AD 809. Ever since, he has been 
venerated as the patron saint of the City of Kotor, Diocese of Kotor, as well as the Navy of Boka Kotorska. The circle 
dance is also dedicated to the saint. The circle dance is often referred to as the Circle Dance of the Boka Navy due to the 
fact that it only their members that ever perform the dance. The stories say that the circle dance was first performed in the 
honour of the patron saint upon the arrival of his relics at Kotor in AD 809, which is why the Bokelji think that Circle 
Dance of St Tryphon is an appropriate name for it. The Bokelji have sailed the seas around the globe for centuries. In 
addition to the ships they built in their own shipyards based on their own patented designs, they also established a naval 
academy at Perast as early as the 16th century. Their seafaring skills, as well as their skills with weapons, proved to be 
very useful in great naval battles (the Battle ofLepanto and the Morean War). Activities of the fraternities depend on their 
leadership and membership. They meet on monthly basis, or even weekly if there are major events to be organised. They 
hold book presentations, poetry readings and other events, excursions and trips, especially to the cities and countries 
(Venice, Trieste, Padova, Vienna) that Boka once upon a time belonged to, traded with, or had other kinds of connections 
to. During Christmas time, they shower the children with gifts so as to foster their connection with the community. The 
fraternity in Rijeka has established cooperation with the Guard of Bakar, and the Bokelji participate in their annual 
celebration of St Margaret's Day, as well as in the main annual celebration of St Vitus' Day, which also marks the day of 
the Rijeka Division. Zagreb fraternity has developed cooperation with similar organisations operating under the wing of 
the Association ofCroatian Historical Military Forces. The bond to the ancestral land is evident not only from the family 
visits to Boka, but also from the fact that the members of the Bokelji community in Croatia were on several occasions 
appointed admirals of the Boka Navy in Kotor, namely professor Karlo Radonicic, Ph.D., who lived and worked in Zagreb, 
where he established the Internal Medicine Clinic and was appointed admiral in 1935; Professor Vladislav Brajkovic, 
Ph. D., who was a professor at Law School in Zagreb and an academician of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, 
and who served as an admiral 1965 - 1989; Capt. Antun Simovic, who was appointed honorary admiral in 1991). 
Fraternities in Croatia keep the tradition alive through the activities ofthe division members dressed in traditional uniforms 
of seamen and naval officers. Zagreb fraternity has the greatest membership. Although each fraternity has its own naval 
division, they occasionally perform together, e.g. when they participate in the same event. Each year, they gather for the 
Festivities of St Tryphon, which revolve around two main events - St Tryphon's Day (Tripundan) and Bokelj Night that 
includes a traditional ball which is held at a different date in each of the cities where the Boka Navy fraternities are based. 
In Zagreb it is held at the end ofFebruary, in Rijeka and Dubrovnik in mid-February, and in Pula in March or April. These 
gatherings, along with the cultural events (exhibitions, concerts, poetry evenings, lectures, etc.) organised to celebrate the 
occasion in order to present Boka's cultural heritage to the Croatian public, make up St Tryphon Festivities. 
During circle dance practices, senior members take on the task of teaching their juniors. At present, there are around 20 
active dancers. Young men can join the dance at the age of 15 or 16. Apart from the dance instructions, the community 
takes care of the purchase and sewing of the costumes or uniforms for the performance. Boka Navy uniform comprises 
the following garments: a white shirt, a vest (jeterma) made of purple or maroon velvet, embedded with a golden cord 
with black threads, a short coat (koret) made of the finest black fabric with maroon silk cuffs. A bow tie is worn around 
the neck. Breeches (gace) are loose fitting, cut off at the knee, made from 6 metres of black silk that is sewn in multiple 
layers in the upper section. The breeches are matched by black, knee-high stockings (bjeeve). The breeches and the vest 
are bound by a maroon or purple silk belt (pasa) with fringe tassels. The small round cap (ceverica) is made of black silk 
satin and lined with black twill . The cap is adorned with a silver flower. Red velvet tobacco pouch completes the attire. 
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It is oblong in shape and has an attached wallet for talents (taliri). The first and the last dancers in the chain wear the 
officers' uniforms that differ from the others in the coat (koret). 
On St Tryphon's Day, the Bokelji and their friends gather before the church, where dancers traditionally perform the 
Circle Dance as part of the celebration. The audience applaud the dancers after particular formations are performed. 
The celebrations are held at the Church of St Mary at Do lac in Zagreb, the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Rijeka, the Church ofSt Anthony in Pula, the Church ofSt Francis in Split, and over the past 10 years 
at the Cathedral of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Dubrovnik. It these parishes the Bokelji have 
established themselves as part of the local communities and it is there where they venerate St Tryphon. Before the 
mass, the Little Admiral recites praise (lode) to St Tryphon. The names of members deceased in the year past are recited 
by the priest or the fraternity president during or at the end of the mass, respectively. Pastoral letter of the Bishop of 
Kotor to the Bokelji in Boka and worldwide is read to the congregation at the end of the mass. After the mass, the 
Bokelji, the parishioners who attended the mass, the parish priest, and the city officials all gather at the parsonage, 
where they socialise and enjoy traditional Boka cuisine, e.g. doughnuts (priganice), angel wings (krostule), dried figs, 
Dobrota cake or Perast cake. Bumblebees (bumbari), i.e. corn flour stuffed intestines, are also served. The cooking and 
the work on the uniforms is done by women, who are otherwise rather absent -only men are allowed to partake in the 
Circle Dance of St Tryphon. Children are also invited to the ceremony and the dinner in order to mingle and preserve 
the sense of community and culture. It is in that light that one should observe the role of a Little Admiral, a boy at the 
age of7- 10, who is chosen by the fraternity based on his skills and the way his family upholds the tradition. Just as 
with the church celebration in the honour ofSt Tryphon, during the Boka Night (the one in Zagreb is traditionally held 
in the Sheraton Hotel), the Little Admiral recites praise (lode) to St Tryphon. It is a demanding and lengthy text with a 
lot of archaic expressions. The Little Admiral then joins the Circle Dance of St Tryphon. He wears the Boka Navy 
uniform. All naval divisions have a Little Admiral, and each boy who is selected for that role sees it as an exceptional 
honour. 
Boka Nights start with the Circle Dance of St Tryphon (dancers perform 8 to 12 formations), after which the praise 
(lode) is recited to St Tryphon, followed by a brief classical music performance, and finally the evening entertainment 
programme and dancing traditionally opened with a waltz by Gastald, a fraternity president. The circle dance 
comprises 12 vignettes, i.e. formations whose movements are symbolic of seafaring: a Clockwise Whirlpool, a Counter
clockwise Whirlpool, an Irregular Chain (neprava veriga), a Proper Chain (prava veriga or spalir), a Chain, a Big 
Circle, Two Circles, a Circle Within the Circle, an Eight, a Spiral (uspug), a Reverse Spiral, and at last a Spiral around 
the dignitaries and officers holding the national flag and St Tryphon's flags. Dancers need not perform all vignettes 
because, for instance, it takes at least 26 dancers to do the Anchor. The Bokelji's spirituality, bond, and solidarity are 
reflected in the dancers' dignified movements, i.e. the way they pass under the bridge of hands joined by other dancers, 
and the way they are mutually connected with tissues. The dancers move discreetly, sedately, solemnly, with an air of 
sophistication. The melody imparts a feeling of joy and happiness simultaneously with the composure and dignity of 
movement. The dancers dance (balaju) to the tune of an unknown author, which was arranged for a brass band. The 
circle dance is led by a dance leader who, in the words of the Bokelji, "must exhibit an exceptional degree of composure, 
skill, and spiritually". The dancers' steps are light- they do not dance on their toes, but put their whole foot down. The 
dance leader leads the dancers into and out of the formations. The dance leader is not the only important link in the 
chain - the last person in the chain also directs the dancers, and joins and breaks up the chain, which is evident in the 
formations of Big Circle, Two Circles, and Circle Within the Circle. Apart from that, the middle of the chain is also 
important because it is the middle that provides stability and balance. Apart from the secular characteristics of the 
circle dance, the devotional influences are also evident, perhaps most evident in the final formation -the Spiral around 
the dignitaries- which was originally performed around the chest containing the relics of the saint, whereas today it is 
performed around the bishop and the state officials. The church dignitary or the state official joins the dancers in the 
closing formation, and in doing so pays his respect to the circle dance and the entire community. 
That is the reason why the Circle Dance of St Tryphon performed by the members of fraternities has been a point of 
gathering and recognition, as well as an integral part of the Bokelji's identity in Croatia. Croatian presidents and local 
government officials have always been supportive of the Bokelji's activities in Croatia, and the naval divisions have 
taken part in numerous celebrations of public holidays. The importance of this phenomenon has certainly been 
recognised, which is attested by the visit of Msgr. Ilija Janjic, the Bishop of Kotor, to the Bokelji communities in 
Croatia, and his presence at the Bokelji Nights in Rijeka and Zagreb. He gives his blessing to the division, and joins 
the circle dance before the entire community in a symbolic gesture of recognition. Among the guests, there are also 
state and city officials, ambassador of Montenegro or the embassy representative, as well as the representatives of 
Croatian associations and municipalities in Boka kotorska. 
According to the Bokelji Croats, the Festivities ofSt Tryphon and the Circle Dance ofTryphon are the very foundation 
of their communities in Croatia. They are a representative and most visible element of their culture, which epitomises 
their heritage and is the reason why they gather, organise their activities, socialise, teach and pass on their tradition to 
younger generations. Festivities ofSt Tryphon and the Circle Dance of St Tryphon- the traditions of the Bokelji Croats 
in Croatia - belong to their intangible cultural heritage, and as such symbolise their existence in Croatia and solidify 
their spiritual bond. 
The Committee for the intangible cultural heritage ofthe Ministry of Culture convened on 3 July 2015 and adopted 
the decision that St Tryphon Festivities and the Circle Dance of St Tryphon -the traditions of the Bokelji Croats in 
Croatia -are to be classified as intangible cultural goods under Art (1)(3) of the Act on the Protection of Cultural 
Goods. 
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Based on the supplied documents and presented facts , and taking into account the recommendation of the Committee 
for the intangible cultural heritage, the Expert committee for cultural goods classification convened on 9 July 2015 and 
established that the Festivities of St Tryphon and the Circle Dance of St Tryphon- the traditions of the Bokelji 
Croats in Croatia -are to be classified as cultural goods. 
Upon adoption hereof, as per Article 12(1) of the Act on the Protection of Cultural Goods, the cultural good in question 
is subject to the said Act and all other regulations governing cultural heritage. 
In accordance with Article 12( 4) thereof, point 4 hereof stipulates that the cultural good shall be registered in the 
Register of Cultural Goods of the Republic of Croatia - List of protected cultural goods. Pursuant to article 16(1) 
thereof, the registration shall be published in the official gazette of the Republic of Croatia. 
In accordance with Article 12(5) of the Act on the Protection of Cultural Goods, an appeal against this Decree shall not 
stay the enforcement thereof 
Further to the reasons given above, it was decided as stated in the operative part hereof. 

Legal remedy: 

This Decree is subject to appellate review. The petition for appeal may be lodged with the Ministry of Culture within 
15 days from the service hereof. The petition for appeal may be lodged in person or by certified mail with the Ministry 
of Culture, Appeals Committee, Runjaninova 2, 10 000 Zagreb; it may also be given as an oral statement entered on 
the record. Pursuant to the Act on Administrative Fees and Duties (official gazette of the Republic ofCroatia Narodne 
novine 8/96,77/96, 131/97, 68/98, 66/99, 145/99, 116/00, 163/03, 17/04, 110/04, 141/04, 150/05, 153/05, 129/06, 
117/07, 60/08, 20/10, 69/l 0, 126/11 , 112112, 19/13, 80/13, 40114, 69/14, 87/14 and 94/14), a petition for appeal is not 
subject to administrative fees and duties. 

CC: 

ASSISTANT MINISTER 
Sanja Saban 
[signature illegible] 

l. Croatian Fraternity "The Boka Navy 809" Zagreb, Ilica 48/dvoriste, 10 000 Zagreb, deliver by 
hand 
2. Croatian Fraternity "The Boka Navy 809" Rijeka, Nikole Tesle 9, 51 000 Rijeka, deliver by hand 
3. Croatian Fraternity "The Boka Navy 809" Pula, P. Togliatti 16, 52 000 Pula, deliver by hand 
4. Croatian Fraternity "The Boka Navy 809" Split, Barakoviceva 4, 21 000 Split, deliver by hand 
5. Croatian Fraternity "The Boka Navy 809" 809 Dubrovnik, Josipa Kosora 31 ,20 000 Dubrovnik, 
deliver by hand 
6. Archdiocese ofZagreb, Kaptol, Kaptol 31 ,10000 Zagreb, deliver by hand 
7. Institute for Ethnology and Folklore Research, Subiceva 42, 10 000 Zagreb, deliver by hand 
8. Ministry of culture, Directorate for the protection of cultural heritage, Runjaninova 2, 10 000 
Zagreb 

Conservation Department in Zagreb, Mesnicka 49, 10 000 Zagreb 
Conservation Department in Rijeka, Uzarska 26, 51 000 Rijeka 
Conservation Department in Pula, Ul. Grada Graza 2, 52 000 Pula 
Conservation Department in Split, Porinova bb, 2 1000 Split 
Conservation Department in Dubrovnik, C. Zuzoric 6, 20 000 Dubrovnik 
Unit for movable and intangible cultural heritage, here 
Department for the Register of cultural goods, here 
Registry, here 
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KUL TU RNA BASTINA > Reg lstar kulturnih dobara 

PRETRAZIVANJE KUL TURN IH DOBARA 

Opci podaci o kulturnom dobru 

Naziv: 

Pravni status: 

Vrsta: 

Klasifikacija: 

UNESCO zastita: 

Slobodna pretraga: 

Smjestaj kulturnog dobra 

Mjesto: 

Optinalgrad : 

Zupanija: 

Katastarska opcina: 

Katastarska cestica: 

Napomena: Uvjeti pretral.ivanja predviaeni su za lak,~i pronalazak zeljenog kultumog dobra. Potrebno je unijeti minima/no jedan uvjet 
pretraiivanja i izlista/ ce varn se sva kulluma dobra koja sadr:ie navedeni uvjet Ako ielil£• precizniju pretragu det'inirajte i dodatne 
uvjete medu ponuaenima 

Povratak 

Zagreb, Tripundanske svecanosti i kolo sv. Tripuna • tradicije bokeljskih 
Hrvata u l-lrvatskoj 

Oznaka dobra : Z-6572 

Smjestaj 

Pravni status: zasticeno kultumo dobro 

\lrsta; nematerijalno kulturno dobro 

Klasiflkaclja: obicaji, obredi i svecanosti 

UNESCO zastila: ne 

Adresa: 

Mjcsto; Zagreb 

Opcinalgrad: GRAO ZAGREB 

Zupanija; Grad Zagreb 

Nadlezni konzetVatorski odjel 

Naziv; Viie odjela 

Adresa: 

Tclefon: 

Email: 

Vrijeme nastenka: 

Autorl: 

Opis dobra 
Tripundanske svecanosti i kolo sv. Tripuna • tradicije bokeljskih Hrvata u Hrvatskoj kulturna su bastina koju su bokeljski Hrvati doseljavanjem iz 
Boke kotorske, danas u drtavi Crnoj Gori, pren!jeli u Htvatsku. Zajednlc.a Bokelja u Hrvatskoj vezana je uz tradiciju poznatih pomoraca i 
cehovskog udruzenja Bokeljske rnornarice, bratovstine rnedit~mnskog tipa. Bokelji u Hrvatskoj danas cine brojnu zajednicu organiziranu u 
bratovstine koje su ujedinjene nazivorn .. Hrvatska bratovstina Bokeljska rnornarica BOH", a djeluju u Zagrebu, Rijeci, Puli, Splitu i DubrovniktL 
Trenutno u Hrvatskoj zivi peta i sesta generacija Bokelja koji bastine tradiciju Bokeljske mornarice na teritoriju Republike H ro~atske upravo u 
akUvnostima bratovS·Iina. Svoju tradidjsku baStinu s:natraju nezao~Jilazn i rn dije!om id enti'lc::~ta pa se zato okupljaju i slave sveca zaStitnika -
svetoga Tripuna. Blagdan obiljeiavaju odlaskorn na katolicko misno slavlje i izvedborn kola u svim sredistima bratovstina u Hrvatskoj. Svetom 
Tripunu posvetili sui posebno kolo koje se po predaji prvi put plesalo prilikom dolaska relikvija svetog Tripuna u Kotor 809. g. u cast zastitnika, 
pa se ono naziva kolorn svetog Tripuna. Cesto se koristi ; naziv kolo Bokeljske mornarice jer ga izvode sarno Odredi Bokeljske mornarice. 

http: //www .min-kulture.hr/default.aspx?id=6212&kdld=30864230 1 13.3.2018. 
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Bokelji se okupljaju svake godine za proslavu sv. Tripuna oko dvaju sredisnjih dogadanja. To su Tripundan (3. veljace) i ,Bokeljska vecer", s 
tradi!Jonalnim balom koji se u svakom od gradova u kojima Bokeljska mornari:a djeluje odrzava u razlicito vrijeme. Ta okupljanja zajedno s 
kulturnirn dogt;danjirna (izlozbe, kon .. l;rti, predavanja i si.) koje tirn povodom bmtovstine orfJanizimju, a odnose se na predstavljanje kulturne 
bastine Bokelja 11rvatskoj javnosti, cine :«jelinu koju Bokelji nazivaju Tripundanskirn svacanostima. U prenosenju kulturnii1 vrijednosti Bokelja 
osobito je vazna uloga M a log admirala, djecaka od 7 do ·1 0 godina, kojeg bratovstine biraju njegujuci tradiUje u obitelji. Mali admiral izgovara 
lode sv. Tripunu (zahtjevan tekst uputen sv. Tripunu) uz !i'kvene tripundanske proslave i tijekom bokeljske veceri. Svi Odredi imaju Malog 
admirala, ciji 1e izbor izuzetna cast djecaku. Tripundanske svecanosti i kola sv. Tnpuna - tradiU1e bokeljskih Hrvata u Hrvatskoj kao 
nematerijalno kulturno dobro - simbolicko je rnjesto opstojnosti zajedni. e Bokelja u Hrvatskoj koje ispunjava duhovni pros tor bokeljskog 
zajednistva. 

http://www .min-kulture.hr/ default.aspx?id=6212&kdld= 3 086423 01 13.3.2018. 
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CULTURAL HERITAGE> Register of cultural goods 

CULTURAL GOODS SEARCH 

General information on the cultural good 

Name: The Festivities of St Tryphon and the Circle Dance of St Tryphon; 

Legal status: Pprotected cultural good 

Type: !intangible cultural good 

Classification: 

Protected by UNESCO: 

Enter key words: 

Location of the cultural good 

Place· 

Municioali tv/Ci tv: 

Countv: 

Cadastral municipali ty: 

Cadastral oarcel : 

Search Clear 

Please note: Search filters are designed to allow for a cultural good to be found more easily. You must complete at least one of the boxes 
above and all cultural goods that meet the criterion will be listed. If you require a more precise search, complete other boxes as well. 

Go back 

Zagreb, the Festivities of St Tryphon and the Circle Dance of St Tryphon 
-the traditions of the Bokelji Croats in Croatia 
Assset ID: Z-6572 

Legal status : protected cultural good 

Type : Intangible cultural good 

Classification: traditions, rituals and celebrations 

Protected by UNESCO: no 

Location 

Address : 

Place: Zagreb 

Municipality/City: CITY OF ZAGREB 

County: City Of Zag reb 

Competent Conservation Department 

Name: Multiple departments 

Address : 

Phone: 

Email : 

Time of origin : -

Creators:-

Description of the cultural good 
The Festivities of St Tryphon and the Circle Dance of St Tryphon are part of the cultural heritage of the Groats of Boka, also known as the Bokelji , which 
they brought with them when they immigrated from Boka Kotorska, a city In present-day Montenegro. The Bokelji residing in Croatia are linked to the 
tradition of widely acclaimed seafarers and the Boka Naval Guild , which Is organised in the manner of a Mediterranea~;-type fraternity. The Bokelji in 
Croatia make up a large community organised into fraternities bearing the name of "Hrvatska bratovstina Bokeljska mornarica 809" [Croatian Fraternity 
"The Boka Navy 809"], established in Zagreb, Rijeka, Pula, Split, and Dubrovnik. The Bokelji living in Croatia at present are the fifth and the sixth 
generations. They have been passing on the tradition of the Boka Navy in the Republic of Croatia though the activities carried out by their fraternities. 
Their heritage is an essential part of their identity, which is why they come together to venerate the patron saint, St Tryphon. On the Day of St Tryphon, 
there is a celebration of the Eucharist and a circle dance performance in all cities where the Bokelji fraternities are based. They devoted a special kind of 
a circle dance to St Tryphon. According to legend, that particular circular dance was first performed in the honour of SI Tryphon upon the arrival of his 
relics at Kotor in AD 809. Hence the name "the Circle Dance of St Tryphon". The circle dance is often referred to as the Circle Dance of the Boka Navy 
because it only their members that ever perform the dance. 

http://www .min-kulture.hr/default.aspx ?id=6212&kdld=30864 2301 13/03/2018 
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Each year, the Bokelji gather for the Festivities of St Tryphon, which revolve around two main events. These events are St Tryphon's Day (Tripundan, 
celebrated on 3 February) and Bokelj Night that includes a traditional ball that is held at a different date in each of the cities where the Boka Navy 

fraternities are based. These gatherings, along with the cultural events (exhibitions, concerts, lectures, etc.) organised to celebrate the occasion in order 
to present Boka's cultural heritage to the Croatian public, all make up SI Tryphon Festivities. The importance of passing on the tradition should be 
observed in the light of the role of a Little Admiral, a boy at the age of 7- 10, who is chosen by the fraternity in order to keep the tradition alive within 
families. During the church celebration and the Boka Night, the Little Admiral recites praise (lode) to St Tryphon. The text of the praise is quite demanding. 
All naval divisions have a Little Admiral, and each boy who is selected for that role sees it as an exceptional honour. The Festivities of St Tryphon and 

the Circle Dance of St Tryphon St Tryphon - the traditions of the Bokelji Croats in Croatia - belong to their intangible cultural heritage, and as such 

symbolise their existence in Croatia and solidify their spiritual bond. 


