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Letter of Consent

l, Karine Sargsyan, hâve for years been participating in thé pilgrimages to St. Thaddeus

Monastery, situated in Iran. They are very important to me and l always look forward to

them. Each year family relatives, friends join me and my pilgrim friends, and thus, that

pilgrimage becomes a bouquet of wonderful days, full of unforgettable and priceless

memories.

l highlight thé importance of those festivals, as at that time, as a carrier of thé Armenian

culture and Christianity, l become spiritually enriched.

l participate in thé Liturgy held at St. Thaddeus Monastery, share my feelings,

excitement and love with thé pilgrims who corne that powerful holy place from Armenia

and ail aver thé world. Several unforgettable days, full of peace, kindness and love, new

acquaintances and new relatives.

We ail are united by thé belief, human communication and gratitude towards thé

traditional culture.

l would like thé nomination of thé Pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery be inscribed in

UNESCO as an évaluation of our community of pilgrims.

Karine Sargsyan (signed)

Jambuli Street, house 57,

Yerevan, Armenia

Tél. : (093) 727-005

E-mail: kenisaryan17@mail.ru
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Letter of Consent

l participated in thé pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery in July, 2014, when thé 60th

anniversary of pilgrimage to thé Monastery was being celebrated. Our group leaving for

a 5 day pitgrimage consisted of 25 people. Thé archpriest was leading our group of

pilgrims.

Before reaching St. Thaddeus Monastery, we visited St. Stephen Martyr Monastery and

thé chapel of thé Virgin Sandoukht.

Reaching St. Thaddeus Monastery, we witnessed an indescribable view: thé tents were

surrounding thé Monastery. Ail pilgrim-participants were to pass thé night in thé tents.

Not only believers came from Armenia, but also Persian-Armenians, American-

Arméniens and foreigners, most of them with familles, were participating in thé

pilgrimage.

This was a huge expérience for me to participate in such a mysterious pilgrimage, about

which l had heard a lot. First, we were participating in thé canonical hour then in Liturgy.

After thé evening canonical hour, thé festivities were starting, which were accompanied

with singing, dancing, and hospitality. Ail thèse events, new acquaintances and

communication were bringing more value to everything. St. Thaddeus Monastery, under

thé night light, was as if approving that our entreaties to God would, with thé

intercession of St. Apostle Thaddeaus, definitely become true.

l should note that thé inscription of thé nomination of thé Pilgrimage to thé St. Thaddeus

Monastery in UNESCO will highly contribute in thé value of our community of pilgrims.

Gayane Arakelyan

Pi Ig ri m

32 Erebouni, apt. 2, postal code: 0020, Yerevan, Armenia

Tél. : 099 553-558

E-mail: gaya.1961@mail.ru
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Letter of Consent

l hâve heard a lot about thé pilgrimages on thé occasion of thé commémoration of St.

Apostle Thaddeus. In 2017, l had luck to participate in that wonderful event. l was

surprised to see thé tent town in thé Monastery: there were so many tents there that

their lines were forming streets in thé territory. On this occasion, thé Arméniens from ail

over thé world, as well as other Christians seeking thé intercession of St. Apostle

Thaddeaus visit thé Monastery. Thé majority of visitors are blood relatives, and thé ones

visiting for thé first time are treated in a way that they want to participate in thé

pilgrimage events in thé next years too.

We witness thé good example of concord between thé générations and thé keeping of

traditions.

Thé inscription of festival of thé Pilgrimage of St. Thaddeus Monastery, as an Armenian

héritage, by UNESCO will contribute thé safeguarding of this beautiful tradition for

centuries.

Hasmik Hakobyan

1a Mamikonyants, apt. 17, Yerevan
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Letter of Consent

l participated in thé pilgrimage to thé St. Thaddeus Monastery in 2014. l received

unforgettable impressions from everything l got acquainted with during that period. Thé

préparation of thé pilgrimage, acquiring of new friends, interpersonal communications,

sharing of foot, being together with singing and dancing merited everyone as a united

community gathered for thé belief and culture.

When l learnt from thé pilgrims, that a nomination was being prepared about thé

pilgrimage to présent it to UNESCO, l got excited as l think that by thé inscription of thé

pilgrimage in thé list of UNESCO thé values we préserve and believe in will once again be

highlighted.

Marine Harutyunyan (signed)

G. Sherami 23, apt. 11, 0034,

Yerevan, Armenia

Tél. : 093-613-616

E-mail: medicines moh.am
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Letterof Consent

It was in 2013 when for thé first time l leamt that a group of believers of thé Armenian

Apostolic Church was, as pilgrims, going to participate in thé event of St. Thaddeus

Monastery in thé North of Iran on thé occasion of thé Commémoration of thé Apostle

Thaddeus and thé Virgin Sandoukht. l couldn't be happier. My mother's ancestors were from

Maku, and that pilgrimage was also a way of meeting my ancestors.

Thé desired day came. We crossed thé border, passed a long distance embraced with Mother

Araxes and relished with thé accompaniment of lofty mountains. We visited St. Stephen

Martyr Monastery in Darashamb, admired thé architecture of thé wonderful monastery,

prayed to God for thé peace in thé world and continued our joumey. Finally, St. Thaddeus

smiled down on us from afar with its rainbow-colored huge tent township. l realized what

thé Festival of Tabernacles was. There were many pilgrims from various countries. It seemed

that ail Armenians were there. This was a gréât opportunity for making acquaintances and

new friends. l felt like l was surrounded with my big family, as if ail thé pilgrims were thé

descendants of my ancestors. We participated in thé church events - canonical hours, All-

night Vigil, Andastan Service.. . and Liturgy. We visited thé chapel of St. Virgin Sandoukht,

as well as Tsortsor Monastery, by crossing thé Avarayr plain and once again surviving thé

immortal bravery of our heroes. It has already been sbc years that l am returning to St.

Thasddeus Monastery with thé call of ancestors and a national ought to bring my worship to

thé tomb of St. Apostle Thaddeus.

l think that thé inscription of thé nomination of thé Pilgrimage to thé St. Thaddeus

Monastery in UNESCO will highly contribute in thé value ofour community ofpilgrims.

Astghik Melikyan
Pilgrim

156b Atabekyan, apt. 20, city ofArtashat, Ararat Marz, RA.
Tél.: +37493 105437

E-mail: astghikmeliqyan@gmail.com
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To thé Intergoveramental Committee of thé Convendon

"On thé Safeguarding of thé Intangible Cultural Héritage" of UNESCO

It is a long-awaited annual event for thé Armenian believer-pilgrims to leave for thé Islamic

Republic of Iran and to participate in thé St. Liturgy in St. Thaddeus Monastery and for

several days to listen to thé prayers in thé church together with thé spiritual fathers, thé

Armenian familles gathered there from ail around thé world, thé pilgrims who bring their

children for thé baptism thèse are indelible impressions. Thé belief, human communication

and thé évaluation of thé traditional culture unité us.

Hence, we value and highlight thé importance of thé inscription of thé nomination of thé

Pilgrimage to thé St. Thaddeus Monastery in UNESCO as an efficient step towards thé

safeguarding and transmission of tangible and intangible cultural héritages.

Group of believer-pilgrims of St. Hovhannes Church, Yerevan

l) Archpriest Ter Tirayr Sardaryan (signed)

2) Razmik Kartashyan (signed)

3) Karen Alaverdyan (signed)

4) Rafayel Khachikyan (signed)

5) Hovhannes Jaghatspanyan (signed)

6) Mikayel Aramyan (signed)

7) Levon Kotanjyan (signed)

8) Argishti Sahakyan (signed)



9) Ara Gevorgyan (signed)

10) Rubik Muradyan (signed)

11) Narek Nuroyan (signed)

12) Grigor Voskanyan (signed)

13) Azniv Tatayan (signed)

14) Armine Atoyan (signed)

15) Anahi Babayan (signed)

16) Armenuhi Piltakyan (signed)

17) Andranik Mesropyan (signed)

18) Naira Mkrtchyan (signed)

19) Yelena Mesropyan (signed)

20) Ofelya Virabyan (signed)

21) Alvina Mirzoyan (signed)

22) Archpriest Ter Daniel Baghumyan (signed)

23) Davit Bucharyan (signed)

24) Anahit Sargsyan (signed)

25) Gayane Arakelyan (signed)
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Letterof Consent

Thé pilgrimages to St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery, located in Iran, are events of cultural,

religious, cognitive importance. By their implementation, thé intangible cultural héritage

and its expressions, which are related to thé people's belief, customs and traditions, are

highly valued and promote thé cultural dialogue, interpersonal communication and héritage

appréciation, in général.

Living in Kotayk Marz, where many villages were founded back in 1828 by thé Armenians

moved from Maku région, Iran, I, as a carrier of thé héritage and historical recollection of thé

élément, highlight thé importance of thé inscription of thé nomination on thé Pilgrimage of

thé St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery in UNESCO as a spécifie expression of tangible and

intangible cultural héritage, which will strengthen thé transmission and safeguarding of thé

historical and cultural remembrance.

Lilit Mkrtchyan (signature)

Associate Professer, Candidate of Historical Sciences

Chairman of thé Association of Young Historians NGO

Solak Community, Kotayk Marz, 0060, Annenia

Tél. : 094020381

E-mail: lilitmkrtch an909 mail.com



'Liuiîujli hiuLSLuSiujlinipjLulj

hpLulinid quitjL[n^ D. fB-aiq.bnu LunLuejLUL|i L[Lulip|i nL^imujqliLugnipjnLtjlibpQ

l^LupLnp iÏ2iuL|nLpL uj|iti, L|pnUiut|Luli Li ûtuljLu^n^LU^Luti lj2LulJUJLInLt&J'1^ ntlibgnq^

fipLuri-LupânLpjnLlilibp bli: Q-pLutjg tipLuL|LuliLugiÏLudp Lupct-LnpL[nLJ ^ n^, l<jnL[&LuL|Luti

J2Lu^nLf&Luj|iU d-LunailiqnLiajnLbQ LL r^pLub ptinpn2 lujlj r}puU.npnLjtibpQ, npnlip

Lunli^nLJ bli d-nrinL[pr]. LuL|Luli hLUL[LULnLU[|iplibp[ili, piuppbphti ni unL[npnLjpbbp|iti,

[ib^Lqbu liLuL. tiLqLuuuinLiJ bL J2LULInllaLujh11 bp^nunipjLulJQ, JligLuljÔUiujhti

2i<inidlibp|ili, [itiq. hailinLp' dLunLuljqnLpjaib aipd-U. npdLuliQ:

bu, npa|bu UJJH. d-iunLuUq.nLpjiuti L maipp|i ii|LULnJLuL|Luti h^nrinLr&jLuL L|pnr^, gLuU|i

np LULL|pnLJ bd l-inuiLujEh LtLUpqniJ, npmbr[2UJin qjnLr^bp h|iJbt[b[ bli r|.bnLu 1828-

29[&|&. hpmîi^i U'm^m-]! 2P2uibtl9 inbqmi]in^ui[m?5 hm]hp]i linqUJig, L|LUpLnpnitJ bJ

U. f3-Luq.bnu LuntupjtU[|i L[Luhp|i nL|uinujqtiiugnLpjiuli diuu|ilj hujjui|i qpLulignLJQ

3n^bULiO-niJ npojbu lijnLpLuLjiuli U. n^ UjntpLuL|aitj J2Lu^nLPLUjh^

d-iunLuliq. nipjLuli pbnpn2 LupLnLuhaijinnipjnLti, npo L|LuiJpujLLjtir]. |i u|iuuiJLuL|Luti,

Li2LuL|nL|&Luj|iti h[i2n^nL[&jujb LJintuLubgniiîlj ni Li|LuhLqLulinLiJ[i:

^qp, qnghbm LIilJip U'^puiymli
bp|iLniuuLupr|. LLjLumJLuq. b libp|i Luungtitug|iLU <L1 liLu|uLuqujh,

« Lininujjp|i Jujpq, Un[LuL| hujJLUjlip, 0060, <uujuiuLniuli
<bn. 094020381

b[. ijinuin lilitmkrtchyan909@gmail. com



Letter of Consent

In 1828, thé ancestors of thé habitats of thé Community Ddmashen, Gegharkunik Marz

moved from Maku région and founded thé village. A 7th century church, situated in thé

village, was named after St. Apostle Thaddeus by thé repopulated people from Maku, who

recalled and resembled it with thé church of their birthplace.

We, thé habitats of thé community, highlight thé importance and support thé initiative of

thé inscription of thé pilgrimage to thé St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery in thé list of

Intangible Cultural Héritage of UNESCO.

Edik Nersisyan /signature/

Street 3, house 3, Community Ddmashen, Gegharkunik Marz

099 90 96 29
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MOTHER SEE 0F HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

CATHOLICOSATE

CHANCELLERY

No. 315 5March2019

To thé Intergovermnental Conamittee of thé Convention
"On thé Safeguarding of thé Intangible Cultural Héritage" of UNESCO

Thé ancient Armenian nation thanks to its Christian belief, reached thé peak of moral ideals
of Holy Gospel, creating a unique national value-system. Thé Armenian Apostolic Church
became thé hearth and protector of that value-system and by its mission, not only educated
thé Armenian générations, but also inspired and induced to new créations, which led to thé
création of thé Armenian Christian culture and art.

In thé whole territory of thé Biblical Armenia, thé Armenian nation built many monasteries,

churches and khachkars (cross-stones), which outlined thé spiritual borders of thé
Armenians and sanctified thé Motherland. Thé Armenian monasteries and churches became

not only homes for prayers but also schools and universities, cultural centers.
Throughout thé history, thé Armenian Christian remained a pilgrim, always keeping thé
roads leading to their sanctuaries busy. For thé Armenian Christian thé pilgrimage became
not only a source for thé spiritual food, mind enlightenment, but also a sacred duty to
support and protect thé monasteries and churches built by their ancestors. .
By its mission and private endeavors, thé Armenian Church continually supported and
encouraged thé tradition of pilgrimages, promoting their conversion into thé national
festival. During thé pilgrimages, alongside thé prayers and sharakans (Armenian chants) in
thé sanctuaries, thé folk music and songs were heard, and thé pilgrim Armenians danced

around their holy temples accompanied with thé bread and sait blessing and Agape feast
sharing.

Nowadays as well, thé pilgrimages to thé historical monasteries and holy places located in
Armenia and neighboring countries are a part of thé Armenian life. Among them, thé
pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery has its unique place.



St. Thaddeus Monastery was built on thé tomb ofSt. Thaddeus (43-66), one of thé apostles-
founders of thé Armenian Apostolic Church. St. Thaddeus Monastery is one of thé
sacramental places of pilgrimage in thé life of thé Armenian Christian nation. Since ancient

times, on thé occasion of thé commémoration of St. Apostle Thaddeus and St. Virgin
Sandoukht (it's a movable feast, being celebrated during summer), thousands of pilgrims
from ail aver Armenia, as well as current Armenian communities, hâve been visiting St.
Thaddeus Monastery. This pilgrimage is accompanied by thé national festivals; as a result, it
gains an important ethnographie value.

This spiritual-cultural event is not only a natural occasion for thé believer to express
religious expériences and émotions, but also a practical way to recognize and safeguard a
monument of unique Armenian architecture. Taking into considération thé fact that St.
Thaddeus Monastery is now in thé territory of thé Islamic Republic of Iran, thé opportunity
of thé pilgrimage is a stimulus both for thé coopération between thé neighboring and
friendly nations and thé appréciation and safeguarding of thé cultural héritage. Thé feast
dedicated to St. Apostle Thaddeus is celebrated in thé whole Christian world; hence this

pilgrimage will become a Pan-Christian festivity, and be involved in ail programs of
spiritual-cultural joumeys of différent Christian churches.

Highly valuing thé necessity of thé pious tradition of thé pilgrimage in thé national-church
life, and highlighting thé cultural importance of that event, thé Armenian Apostolic Church
welcomes and provides its consent to thé initiative of inscribing "Pilgrimage to thé St.
Thaddeus Monastery" in thé Représentative List of thé Intangible Cultural Héritage of
Humanityof UNESCO.

Fr. Paruyr Avetisyan,

Director of thé Intra Church Relations Department

Signature
SEAL of Catholicosate

Tél. : (374 10) 517 100, 517 119, fax: (374 10) 517 301, e-mail: divanatun@atchmiadzin.am
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snt-'ubui-io-h
«n^ ûjnipiuL|LUû (52LuL|nLpLujhû dLURiuûqnLpjLuû iqujzLnuiLuûnipjLuû ûujuhû»

L|nû4hûg|iujjh ûh2L|Lur2LULlLupLuL|Luû L|ni5huibhû

<tiûLUL[nLpg hLuj dnqnLlnipri. D pptiutnnûbLuL^Luû hLULlLUtnph 2Ûnph|iil
pLUpôpLUQLULl Up ULlhmLupLuûh pLupnjujL|Luû (irtbLuiûhp|i qLuquJpQ' L|hpLnbinil
hûpÛLumjiLq Luqqujjhû LUpdhhLuÛLul^Lupq: <LUjiuuLnLuûjLujg IJnLUÊhiLuL|iuû UnLpp
tiL|hrLhg|iù n-LUpÔLULl Lujr^ LUpdhhiuÛLut|LUpq|i oppLuûû ni LL|iuhL4LuûnqQ L hp

LURLUfibinipjujûp n^ ûtiiujû L|pphg ni riiuuLnhujpiuL<hg hujj ubpniûriûhphû, LUJIL
nqh2û^bg ni ùribg ûnp ujpiupniûûbph, npnûg Lupr^jnLÛpnLÛ L|hpLnL[bgtiû htujljLU^Luû
ÊphuLnnûbLUljLuû Û2LuL|nLjpû ni Lup^bumQ:

UuLnLlLuàLU2Ûyujû <LujLuumLuû|i nqg LnuJpLuôpnLiS hLuj dnrinLlnipr^Q l|npn^fag
piuqniû 4iuû^bp, bL^br[bghûhp ni |uiu^ujphp, npnûfi qàbghû hnqti np ULuhûiuûûbpQ
hiuj dnanLlpr^tn L uppaigphû <Lujpbûfi hnriQ: <LUJL|LUL|LUÛ tItUÛÊbpû ni b^hrihghûhpD
rttupàtuû n^ i5|itujû lurinp^h mûbp, uijiL r^u|pngùbp ni hLuiÎLUiuLupLuûûhp,
Û2LulinipLUjhù 02LU|uûhp:

^LULnùnLpjLuû nqç QûpLug^niù haij pphumnûjLuû ûÛLug ni|uLnuji4np' ù^un
pLuûnili u|Luhbinil q. bLqh hp uppuji|Lujphp Lntuûnq ^LuûLULqLUphûbpQ;

ni|uLniuqÛLugnLpjniûQ haij EpliULnnûjaijh hiuûLup hriLuil Luripjnip n^. ûhujjû hnqbnp
uûnigûLuû, iSmpti tniuLULlnpnipjLuû, uujili' upptuqL uû LL|LUpLnLuL|Luûnipjniû hp hiiijpbpti
l|Lur2nLgLuô 4Luûpbp|iû ni bL|bribg|iûbp|iû odLuùr^LuL|hini Li LL|LUhLqLuûhini hiuûujp:

<LujLuumLuûjuujg Unipp blihr[bghû hp iJURLUpbinLpjLuûp L l'iLuuûLULlnp
àbRûiupL|ûbpnLl Û2inujLL|bu pLuçLU[bpbg ni uLuinLuphg nL^ULniuqûujgnLpjnLÛûbp|i
lULtLuûrtnijpQ' ÛLqiuuLnh[nLl ÛLUL ripujûg dnr[nLlprtLut|Luû LnnùLu|uiîpnipjLuû
iltipLuàûLuÛQ: nL |uLnujqûujgnipjnLÛûhp|i dLui5tuûLuL| uppLULliujpbpniù Lurinpfiûbphû ni

2LupLuL)iuûûhphû qniqiuhbR hû^hg ujqqujjhû bpqû ni bpLud^LnnipjnLÙQ L nLfuLnLULlnp
hLUjnpr^hB I^LUP pR Ûbghû hpbûg unipp muj^ujpûbph 2ntP2 ^ ujjri LuûbÛD

niqbligilhgtiû ujqh n^ hujg|i ophûnipjLuûp L uhpn ̂ LU2h (Agape) ùujLnnLgûujûp:
Ujuop !;[ hiujng L|jLuûpniû 2LupnLÛLuL|Llnii5 bu nL|uLnLuqûuugnipjniûûhpD H.hLLjh

LLjLuiniiujLjLuû iluiû^hp ni uppujilLujphp. npnûp qLnû^niû bu <LujLUULnujûnLÛ L
htUpLaiû bpL|pûhpnLi5: Ujr). Luùhûh zLupfinLÛ hp nLpntjû inbqû nLÛh r^bLqji Up BLur^b|i
ttiiiû^ L|LULnuJpLlnri. nL|uLnujqÛLugnL|3jniÛQ:

<hn. /Tel: (374 10) 517 100, 517 119; Aiupu/Fax: (374 10) 517 301; bl. ilinuui/e-mail: Divanatun@etchmiadzin. am



Up ©LUqbll ̂ LUÛpQ l^LUt?nig4h[ l; <LujLUULnujûjLujg LJlRLUphiiuLiLuû Unipp
bl^brihgni htiûÛLur^hP Lur?LUfijuj[ûbphg Up f3uur^bnuh (43-66 pp. ) r^iudpL upujûh L{pLU:

Pptiutnnûjuu hiuj dnrinilprth Luujûpniù Up ©Lur^hti LlLuûpQ ûilhpujLiLuû

nLtuLnujLlL ujpbphg i3hL|û l;: <ûnig h Llhp <LujLuumLuûh qujûujqLuû Ljnridbphg Lujuop

ûtuti hLuj^Lut^iuû qiiiripoçLutuûbphg, Up ©Lurifanu LURLUÊjiuih Li Up Uujûr^nLtiiLn Linijuh
mnûh (2LupdLut|Luû l;, ûzilniù t; LUÛRLUÛ QûpLug^û) Lur?hpnLl, hiuqtupL ULlnp

nL|umiuLlnpûhp bu uJjgbinLÛ Up Oiuribh Lliuûp: Uj^ ni}uuiujqûujgnLpjniûû
nLqhlig^nLÛ fc dnrini4prtujL|Luû innÛLujuûpnipjnLÛûbpnLt, npnil LUJÛ uLniiiûniû l;
iuqqLuqpLul|Luû L<LUpLnp Û2LuÛLul)nL(3jniû:

<nqLnp-Ù2LuL|nipLuj|iû LUJU |ipLu^LupànLpjniÛQ n^ û|iiujû PÛLUL|LUÛ Lur?|ip l;

r^puLnpb[ni hLULlujiniiigjujth llpnûujL|Luû uuuipnLÛûbpû ni qqujgniûûbpQ, LujiLi
qnpôûujLjiuû ûh^ng' niriq4tuô hujjL|ui^ujû ̂ LUpmLupL ULqhLnnipjujû |iÛÊÛLum|iLL| l'ih

hnizujpàtuûh ̂ LUÛIU^LUÛÛ ni LqujhLqujûûLuûQ: <LU2ilh LURÛhinil ÛLuLi ujjû
hLuûquji^Luû^Q, np aijuop Up ©turth|i i4ujûpQ quiû^nLÛ l; hpiuû|i hu[LUi5LuL|Luû
<LuûpLULqbLnnipjLuû muJpLuô^nLÛ' nituLnLuqÛLugnipjLuû hÛLUpLULlnpnipjniûQ tuPLUû t

hiupLiiiû ni pLuphLiLuû dnqn^ni-prtûbpli hLui5ujqnpôLuL|gnLpjLuû, i52Lut|nipLUjtiû

dLURLuûqnLpjujû LUpdUnpûujû ni LqLUzmLqujûnLpjLuû: Up ©Lunhnu LUDLU^jLUtD Lnnûbifi
unipp l; nq2 pphuLnnûbLuL|Luû uj2|uLuphniù, hbmLiiipLup LUJU nLluLnLuqûiugnipjniÛD
LI^LURÛLU hLuùuj^ptiuLnnûbtu^Luû mnÛLutuûpnipjniû' Dû^qpL<Llh[nLl uiLuppbp
pp}iuinnûbujL|aiû hL|brihghûhph hnqLinp-Û2UjL|ntpL ujhû zSLuûLULquJphnp^nipjnLÛûtiph
ôpLuqpbpti (5h2:

LJhôaiLqhu L^LUpLnphin^ Luqqiuj|iù-bL|brihgujL|Luû lijujûeniij
nLtumaiqûujgnLpjLuû pLuphLqiU2LntuL|Luû LULlujûr^nLpjujû uuûhpLudh^LnnLpjniÛQ L
2b2Lnb[n4 LUJ^ |ipLurttupànLpjLuû Ù2LuL|nipLUj^iû Û2Ujûujl|nipjniÛQ' <LUjLUULnLuûjLUjg

URLuph[Lul|Luû Unipp bt|hrihg|iû nriçntDnLÙ L |ip hLuùujàujjùnipjniûû l; pbpniû «Dp
©Lurtbnu|i LILUÛ^II nLluinLuqûLugnLpjnLÛQ» 3nhTjtîULiO-ti ÛLUpr^L|nLpjujû n^
ûjnLpLuLjiuû i52LuL|nLpujj|iû dLUDLuûqnLpjLuû ûbpl^LUjLugnLg^Lut|Luû gujûL|nLi5 qpLuûgb[nL

ÛLU|ULUâht3ÛnLpJLUÛQ:
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REPUBLIC 0F ARMENIA.

NATIONAL ACADEMY 0F SCIENCES

INSTTTUTE 0F ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOGRAPHY SNCO

08 February 2019 No. 2470-43a

Thé Intermediary of thé Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of thé RA NAS

for Inscribing thé Pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery in thé Représentative List of thé

Intangible Cultural Héritage ofHumanity of UNESCO

For years, thé scope of thé studies done by thé Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of

thé RA National Academy of Sciences has included thé research of pilgrimages, as an

important expression of thé national cultural héritage. Thèse periodical ritual journeys,

which are related to thé holy territory, ritual places and important cultural narratives,

préserve and transfer thé events of cultural and historical memories for thé community from

génération to génération, réassure thé religious feelings and contribute their continuity.

Spécial inclusions of thé Armenian national Christian pilgrimages are clearly expressed and

continued during thé annual pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus JVtonastery, located in Iran.

Before thé beginning of 20th century, thé periodical annual pilgrimages to St. Thaddeus

Monastery were thé important part of thé spirituaVreligious and spiritual/cultural life of thé

Armenian nation. There are many written testimonies, descriptions. Thé political events

from 19th century dll thé first quarter of thé 20th century - huge displacements of thé

habitants, évacuations from their résidences and as a result thé cultural breakdown from a

range of thé Armenian cultural values, sovietization of thé Eastern Armenia, an organization

of big repatriation to Soviet Armenia in 1940 resulted thé impossibility of physical

communication with thé population and tangible values, namely St. Thaddeus Monastery,

which appeared in différent sides of thé borders. Thé anti-religious policy of thé Soviet



Union in its place first resulted thé decrease of thé pilgrimage, then - its strict localization. In

fact, for some period of time only Iranian-Armenian continued thé tradition.

On 30 July 1954, after a long break, a mass pilgrimage organized by a group of believers

became a new attempt to be connected with thé Armenian cultural héritage in Iran, as well

as an expression of a spécial dialogue on efforts and achievements to safeguard thé cultural

and religious uniqueness.

Today as well, this pilgrimage préserves thé main features of thé national pilgrimages in thé

Armenian traditional culture - volunteering, visits with family and kin, tradition of self-

organizadon and célébration in thé territory of thé church, national entertainment, songs

and dances, community unity, festivals, etc., which make thé mentioned phenomenon very

important for thé scientific ethnographie studies. Thé pilgrimage créâtes an opportunity for

thé participants to préserve thé connection between thé historical héritage and thé

environm-ent, territory presenting that héritage; it is a means of satisfaction and relaxation

for thé participants; it strengthens thé social links of thé community, as well as thé transfer

and development of thé group identity and historical continuity.

By this letter, we provide thé support of thé Institute ofArchaeology and Ethnography in thé

initiative on thé inscription of thé Pilgrimage to thé St. Thaddeus Monastery in thé

représentative list of thé Intangible Cultural Héritage ofHumanity of UNESCO.

We think that it is fully compilant with thé requirements presented for thé inscription, and

can truly enrich thé practice of cultural dialogues of humanity.

P. Avetisyan (signed)
Director of thé Institute ofArchaeology and Ethnography of thé RA NAS,
Doctor of Historical Sciences

OFFICIAL SEAL: Institute ofArchaeology and Ethnography, RA, SNCO
15 Charents Street, 0025, Yerevan, Republic ofArmenia, tel. /fax: (37410) 55 68 96,
e-mail: pavedsyan@sci. am
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2, 2, (}'U. U, hlituq|i, uini pjuiU U uiqquiqpnLpjmli |iUuui|imni.in]i iIligUnprinLpjnLliç

U. i(ï-u. iql-nu|i . 4mUpt1 nitummqlimgni-pjnLhç 8nhX/fcUÏIO-]i ilmpqlini-pjmli n^ lijnLpuil^uiU
il^wljni pm]]iti dmniuliqni. pjiuli hhpiliiujmgntg^iulimU gu.iUlini.iI Ubpmnb]ni. hiuU'uip

2,2, <l-}iinm.p]ni.hUbp}T, uiqqm]]ih m4uiql. il]iui]]i hUmq]imni. p]mli ni. mqquiqpni-pjmli
]iUuw]TUTLni. w]i ]ipui^'iuliuigpmb ni.uniifUmuJT ipni.pjni.UUhpli 2P2ul^lul^E uiuiuhTud']ml[ltl;p
gmpmlimli libpmnntil t nL]uuimqb, mgni-p]ntb, lihp]Ti m.uni-in. imu]ipni. p]ni.Up npuihu dnqniIjiqm^mU
il^ml}ni. piu]lili dmnmUqnipjuiU limphnp U]i qpuUnpni.U: O^uui^mU mju i.quipphpm^mU
^iMi!i|inpipi,p]ni.libhp]i, npnlip l^iuiqi.luib hU npUI; uppmqmli ]iUlimii.tnq mmpuibg]-i, à^um^uiU
i.|ui]plip}i U limplinp Ugmlintpmj^U hmpmmji^'i. ibpli hbm, ]iphUg illig iquihqiulmi-il U uhpîiqh
uLpniUq hb .^nluuibgni.if llpni^ hunlmjlipti hmiliup limpUnp if^iulintpmjli li nt iqmuiiIml}mU
h^gnqntpjiub ]ipmqiupÀnzp]ni-UUlipp, ^bpuihmuiniuinntif hb lipnliui^iuli qqmgnLifbbph ni

liuqmuuini. i! t]pw gmpni.limliuiliiuUni. pjwlip;
2,ui]1jmliuili pptiumnUhmlimti dniini|jiquiliuU ni.tui)iuiqUuigni. p]nLtilitipL]iti hmmni.li

çUqqplini. itUlîpi} huinml[ qpuUnp^ni-iI U 2ulP:nl-lxul^4n1-^ ^ ^p^uUnLlI qmUL[nq U. 19-uiqltnu^i
(J[9'mx];b]i) 4uiUp]i uiiChhmU. jiu ni.}ummqUuigntp]mli çlipmggm. U:

UtiU^li 20pq qwpti u^}iqp Unipp I9Tuiih]i i[mlip limmmp^nq U[mpphpiuliuili, uiifhUmiIjm
ni^imuiqlimgnLpjni. UUlipç lliuqUh^ Vti hmj dnqn4pq|i hnqUnp/lipnUmliuiU U
hnqUnp/iJ2Uilini. pm]]ili lihligmqli l^mplinp Umuç: Q-pm UmutiU ^uiU puiqi[uplii[ qpui^np
^limjnLpjni-UUbp, Uliuipuiqpni. pjni.Ulibp: 19-pq qwptig uliumà \î\ûi^\i 20-pq qmpti uinmg^iU
pmnnpqntil whqji ntlihgxu& puiriuigmlimîi lipuiquipuiÀni.pjni.UUlipç pUmli^nLpjuili U'hb

mbqm?mpL d1îpç, mmphuiUm. iI]} tipbUg pUm4ni.p]uili z[ui]php^Q 11 upm hlîinbiuUpni^ uil>r[]-i
ni.Uhgwb Ugmlini.puijliU juqni-il]} huijng Uji 2U1P£ if2ul4nl-Pm]I1^1 uipdligUhp}ig, UpUhijiuU
2,m]mummli]i ]unphpqm]limgni. i{ç, 1940p. ITlià huijpbUuiqmpÀm-pjuili ^mqi lmlihpuini. ilp
Iunphpi ]|m]]ili ^lUjmumuiU umhqbhg|ih uuihifmUlili p]i mmpplip Umubpni. iJ hui]mlii|mb
pUiu^ni.pjuili U h]ntpuil[uiU mpdhpUhp]'!, w^w. \^ i^v^nul UnLpp f9-mqh]i 4u-l^lPt1 hhul

^]Tiq]ilim4uih hiuqnprixu^gifmti mIihhuip]iUni.p]ni.Uç: luU^UT huilimlipnUm^mU

bpUutli, W25, Quiphûgli i|uiii. 15. hhn., q>iupu (37410) 55.68.96.
PecnyOAHKa APMCHH», 0025, EpeBan, yA. HapeHuia 15, TCA., 4>aKC (37410) 55.68.96

Charents Str. 15. Yerevan, 0025. RepublicofArmenla, Tel, Fax (37410 55.68.96
E-mall Davetlsyan@îscl. ani



F^iqiagiaîjmîmi. pisi^ |ïp hiîppli tî hm^lîgjifeg iujq iit|umiuQlimgnLp]i»ti luutii li4mqi [mli, w^w
]ts|ois mfeiîKptRxigunAg: Uit^immimQli npir; thuifmhmïi gwiinûmiliht hU ̂ m^ Iqiuitnuhiu]lipp;

1^4 p. Imqjmli 30~pi kp^mpmmli çiiylli gnufîig hbvm ^ luiiufp hmilumimgjmibUpIî
^3^9 ^quo^tîpi qilurô qmiiqi imàuqtA n^uuimqlimgmniiAc linp ijiîipà tqi limq
Maaumo-cîlîîTA |mmlmm ^m^i|mi hx.u]l|iu^ia ^lu^iiLpjwIA <.Humuliqni. p]uili hhui, mjli liiiili
^mt|K îxaMi, (jpiAm^iMh tltlI?tol ulNpipînûqî tt}iuliuimlikim. omliphp}i ni. huionqniini lîp|i
îUïîiiahÀXuahiîiiiaïL^ lîpti}unimi^]ittti lyiulûipiitif fc

ïfei îop ^ imu mlmmnqhmçpupjiïifeii u}uihu}uibimf l: ïwî]b^ \w[uûiiy. u^Viîh i^ui^nijpntit
inicpuîîn|ui^ Au[a^uil}uiîi ni.}umiuqliiugni|»]ni. litilîpti htiUîiiulîiuîi qèhpti' liiuifwilnpmpjmUii,
^mîï^iub l^miî luqqu. iligmlimh ]ui!plîpi ixl m]gbpt p]ntîi pç, bl|l;qbgni. uimpuhpnuf
p2^îmÏîTCKïi&uî{Ïi|iUi4bî?R lx wiAbini ïçpml}mIiipAtîCTi. Aupi l|iqm^mli qqm ptÙMUpîApç. bpqli ni.

waîîÇ, iKmîîsuîmi^iuîi iqimuîimpjnihii. Nigni^g li w^ ̂ h^ h^mb biihnijpç ]^um ^w^hiip. l;

a^ÀSsau: ̂ ïinmî|iuU Uî^qmqiiïuljwîi ni.unLiRiuiu]ipnLp]nttiîi1;pIi hmiliup: ni.IummqUmgni. pjni.U]!
^îio|iuîi|n|mwpi. h i; umliq&ntif ifmultiïil^gîil;p]i hmiîuip iij[iuhuimlilîpi. Ipiiqç ii|iumitmlimU
AsoaifKpiipmîi ni wp duomîiqûi^ni. liii îilqi liuijmgîimi iftigm^mjp]!, mmpmàpti hhui, hnqblimli

p^iajîinniîmii ni iji^uipmiii ifïati onlip î; huibqtiumluiLiI ifmziiim^glilîpti hwifmii,
o^anqlîqaui l; ïyoq huiifuijîigli ung}iiuiwÏiuili lîuiiqbpii li tuifpm]]ili }iligîmLp]uiù, uimuiifni.p]iuU
.2ï:i?=^îB^pîipi îmq3 jïuIi ï}mtuoî^milii nt qmpqm^^

îî:u iiiuuml}iiq hmjmîmtil blig ^liuiq]iumtp]mli ni. mqqmqpni. pjmti tiUmti mnLm]i
laSîsSlCTK^ntliç U. 0roi|faiu]i ^vaSi^. m^îmmqbmyn. pjml^ Snî^-UfcU^îO-Ii iImpqlintp]uiU n^
ÎBtt^pudiiaii ^lu11nipoj]iîi AunuiîiqnLppuli  pIim]mgnLg^mliuiU gwU^ntif "Ukiiuinh^
îîaiîîiicÀfecîîni^iniïlî:

ïïîn}i&atu bîig, np uijîi i]iupdl^ ïiuiifuiu}mmmutumlini. i£ t çîiqqp^mUti îilîplimjmglini^
Qîîsismiîçlilqi ^ li {ipumiku_ ^mpiïi| l; huiiiummgb^ ifupql|m.p]mîi" ^miini.pmjti ti
ïîliiljanmii^ini. yal.p}! u^^a^Çïu^fepç:

9-IXU Î^UK^W^P^^II àq^ui^ni.p^mli tiîiumti imii.m]i mUopbli,
uimui. qlim.-^iiiy" ::'/^'1^^. ,7' ql. Uqhmti ujiuti
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To thé Intergovemmental Committee of thé Convention

"On thé Safeguarding of thé Intangible Cultural Hentage" of UNESCO

St. Thaddeus Monastery was built during thé first years of thé révélation of Jésus Christ. Thé

Monastery is situated 20 km from thé city of Maku, Iran, in thé North-East of Chaldiran

Plain. Thé current building of thé Monastery consists of two - new and old constructions.

Thé part with thé black stone was built in 1329, and thé new one, from thé white stone, was

built upon thé order ofAbbas Mirza in 1820.

During thé Sasanian, Zoroastrianism and Mithraism, thé worship of thé god Mithra, were

widely spread in Armenia. In thé IV century, after thé Christianity was adopted as a state

religion, their existence ended.

St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew, two of thé apostles of Jésus Christ, were thé first to

preach thé Christianity.

As mentioned in thé Armenian historié sources, Thaddeus first preached in thé Assyrian

Mesopotamia, then in Edessa (Urfa), and afcer he came to thé district ofArtaz, which was thé

center of thé Armenian kingdom. Thé Apostle Thaddeus started preaching Christianity

during thé King Sanatruces. By thé preach of thé Apostle, many people converted, including



thé princess Sandoukht. Thé king Sanatruces ordered to kill thé converted people, and to

imprison Sandoukht. Sanatruk tried to convert Sandoukht back from Christianity by

différent means, however even thé ishkhan (thé governor) and his accompaniments, even

thé jailors, who came to convince her, converted to Christianity. Finally thé fùrious king

ordered to kill his daughter. In 66, thé Apostle Thaddeus passed away in thé city of

Shavarshavan, historical district of Artaz. Thé body of thé Apostle was buried in thé place

where Sandoukht was buried. Up to now, St. Thaddeus Monastery, built on thé tomb of thé

Apostle is situated in thé province of Atrpatakan, West of Iran.

St. Thaddeus Monastery has a unique meaning for ail Armenians, and each year, on spécifie

days in July, a 3 day pilgrimage is organized dedicated to thé Apostle Thaddeus. On thèse

days each year, many Armenians and Christians from ail aver thé world organize a

pilgrimage to St. Thaddeus Monastery and make religious festivities. Events such as a

worship of animais and birds, as well as baptisms are being held during thé days of thé

pilgrimage of St. Thaddeus.

St. Thaddeus Monastery is included in thé list ofworld héritage of UNESCO. Thé pilgrimage,

in général, symbolizes thé continuous dedication of thé nation towards thé historical-

architectural and religious center, confirms thé conscious and hereditary dedication towards

thé ancestors' cultural héritage ofthat nation or ethnos.

Thé pilgrimage to St. Apostle Thaddeus Monastery is not only a religious and ethnie cultural

component, but a pledge of thé évaluation and safeguarding of historical and cultural values

created by thé whole humanity.

We request to inscribe thé annual pilgrimage held in July to thé Armenian St. Apostle

Thaddeus Monastery located in thé territory of thé Islamic Republic of Iran in thé list of

Intangible Cultural Héritage of UNESCO as a characteristic cultural event.

DIRECTOR: H. Hoveyan (signed)

OFFICIAL SEAL: RA Hovhannes Sharambeyan Center ofPopular Création SNCO
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3nh'bbUIlO-}i «n^Ujni. piu^uiU it^uilini.puij^li

dummîiqnLpjmli iqm^muimtmLpjmU iImu]iU»

l^nUilhlig}iui]]i ifjiglimnuii. tiupuilimU linif]ïinh]ili

0Tuqh]i ilmbgp, limnnLg^hl. t; ^]iuni. u -Pp]iumnu}i hmjinlmtpjmU mnuig]ili

inmpIiUhp|ili: tl.mUgp qmhilnLif l; ^pultl]l ITmlinr pmqiup}ig 20 \yî hhnmi[npntp]mU

i}pm, 9u]i^piuli|i qm^iniu^uijpli h]nLu]iu-mpUh]pni-iI: lI.mUp]i Ubp4m 4mnn1-]9D

puqliuiguiîi t hp^ni Unp U hjili ^tilinLpjnLliUhp^ig: UU pmpni[ hu.imi[iubp limnni-gi[b^ 1;

1329 p., jiuli Unpp 1820 p. Uppuiu Lr]ipqui]]i opnp uiifpnqgniyi U uq]iinmli guip]ig:

Uuiumîijiulilihp]i opng 2,mjmumiuhnLif uimpmài[uià hli bqh^

Spuiqui^uiuiliulmLpjnLlip U U'|ihpm^iuUm. p]ni.U]i lT]ihp mum&n iqm^inmilni. Upp: IV

qmpni.if .Pp]iuumlihnLpjnLUii uihmuil^uih l}pnU hn^wl}4tl pi-g hhum, qpmhp qwquiph^

hh qnjnLpjnLh nLlibUmpi. g:



2,}iuni-u -Ppjiuuinu^i 12 mnmp]m^Ul;p}ig hplini. up'U. f9Tuqhnu]i h U

PmpipLq]iiIlmu{i, iunmg}iUli hh gmpnqh^gp]iumnUhni. p]ni.Up:

2,m]liuilimU uiiumiïuliuiU uqp]ni. pUbpti il^uijni-pjuiifp I9Tui]hnuç bm}vi

pmpnqni.U' t mimpml^uili U'Iiguiqhuipn'Lif, mjUnihbinhi- bi}bu]iui]ni.U (nuihm) , mM]Vi

qm^iu l; Upuimq qui^uuî, npç huiifup^nLU tp hmj^ui^uiU pmqm^npni. pjmU

4liUui]inti]i: la^uqîinu mnmgjui]ji UuiUuinpnLl} pmqmi[np]i opnp l; u^uh^ pmpnqh^

ppjiuinnlihni.pjni.li: Unmpjm^i pmpnq^ni. pjuilp Fmqifmp]ii[ Uiupq]il[ qmpÀ]i kU qm^iu,

npnhg pi^ni.il t.p UmU mppuijuupLump Umlupt ]uin{i: UuiUmuipni.4 uippmU

hpuiifmjni-if l; up^i pui^h^ pnpp UnpmqmpÀUhp}iU, }m\^ UmUqnL^uui]iU FiuUinmp^hv

UmUuiuipni-l^p inmppbp if]igngUlîpni[ i}inpÀntiI l; pp]iuuinlibni. p]m-h]ig hpmdzupbglih^

Uuibqni. |um]iU, um^uijli t[hpg]'iU^u huiUnqbpi. hl^iuà |i2}uiuUli nt Upui nu-ili^IigUbpç.

uihqmil, pmhuiiuuqmhUhpp bnL]liu|hu gp|iuumUhni. p]ni.U hU çluini-lmi-il: î* 4^P2n

iln^bq1iia& pmqm^npç hpmifuijnLif t uuqmUh^ ^umbp{i : 66 p4ul^ul^ll1 ^1 ^u-iqbnu

uuîmgjmui Uuihuimmli^ni.if l; uiuimiIml^uiU Upiniuq qmiliunji Ciuilmp^iu^mU

guiqmpni-il: U>i2mg]m|Ji lïuipi ftiUU mifili n^i^111-1!' ^ ul]^1 4ul]Pnl-^' npuibil pulrl4^l tp

Uiuliqnttumç: ôui]uop ^pmll]l mpUifinjmU UmpuimmmliuiU UmhmUqni. if ^mliqntU b

uinuipjui^i qhpliqiluili^i 4pui 4uinnLgi[ui?s U. JPTuqh^i i[uiUpp;

U. I3^uqb]i i^uiUpç jni.pmhmuinili U^mUiulintpjni. h ni.U]i nqg huijni-pjiuU

hmiliup, h uiiIhU mmp|i' hni. ]Jiu mif{iu}iU, lim}uuih^i[mù ophp]iU, l}mqi!m^hpi qi[ni.U l;

I3^uqtnu uinmpjmiJiU Uiyip^uià lïnopjiu ni-|ummqUu.igni-pjni.h: UifhU uimpti uiju

opbp]iU puiqifm]&ti4 hmjhp ni. uiglumph^ mmpphp hplipbhp]ig dmilmliiub

pp^iumnUjUilihp nttumuiqliugntpjni. U hU 4uiqûui4bpuini.if qhiqti U. ISTuqbti i.[uiUg U

limmmpni-il lipnUiuliuiU mpmiinqntpjni. îiUlip: U. 19-iuqbti nLtuuiuiqUuigntpjuiU ophptiU

mbi]Ji hli nLUhUnLif ilmmmq^i /lihUqmhni. U pn^ qnhmphpntpjnLUhhp/

mpmpiu^ni.pjni. liUlîp U d^mpni. pjnLUUhp:

U.PruqhIi 4uiUpp pUqqpli^mà 1; SHM/fcU^O-Ii hiuilui2lumphui]ti li

dmnmliqntpjuiU gmhlinLiJ: nL]uuimqUmgnLp]nLtih, mnhiuumpi uli, tunphpquili^ni. i! 1;

diuini[jiq]'i ^lu}il]igi[n^ hmiluiuimpi IntpjnLUp ui4jm[ iqmuiiIuK'Smpi nuipuiuqhwmlimti b

huiiluiuTiiu]Jipui]IiU 4bUmpnltIi hmhqbui, hm^uiumni-U' ui<l]m^ dnrini}pq|i ̂ mU tphnu^



Um]uU]uig il2mlln1-Pul]Ilu chùnmUqni. pjiuU quihtqmUifmU hmUiihiq inmàmb

qjiinml^gmlimli U duinuiUqm^mh hmi[mmmpL [ni-p]ni.Up:

nL]uuimqUuigntp]nLUç U. 19-uqhnu mnuig]mi}i i[mlig n^ U]im]h ^pn^uilimU U

tpU^ ̂ 2u:l4nl-PmFmrlulIlPlu^. ul41 1> uijiU nqg iImpq4ntp]mU umb^àiuà uimmiIm^mU U

il^ui^puijtih mpdbpbhp]i qliuihmuiituih U iqmhqmUifmli qpmi[mlimU:

EjUqpni-iI lîUg î'puiU]i î'uyuifmliuih 2,mUpmiqbinntp]u. iU muipuiàpni-il qmU^nq

hm]1^mliuili U. 0Tuqbnu mnmp]ui|]i 4uiUpntU /U. I9T.uqt;]i ̂ lubg/ hnt]]iu mifu]iU ui\iT[]ï

ni-hhgnq uiifhUuifjm ni.jummqhmgni. pjni.Uç qpmUgh^ 3nîl'bt;UxïO-}i «n^Ujni.pmlimh

if2U-l^n^pui]Ii^ duuimliqnLpjmU» gmUlinLif npiqhu plmtpmqpui^mli it^mlini. puijliU

JipuiquipÀJii.pjniU:

.^sà ^ê'^':^ ^ê-:,
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