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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multinational proposals, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	France

	B.
Contact person for correspondence

	B.1. Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for correspondence concerning the proposal. For multinational proposals, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the proposal and for one person in each State Party involved.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Mme

Family name:

CHAVE

Given name:

Isabelle

Institution/position:

Ministère de la Culture – Direction générale des patrimoines – Département du pilotage de la recherche et de la politique scientifique

Address:

6 rue des Pyramides – 75001 Paris - France

Telephone number:

0033 (0)1 40 15 87 24

Email address:

isabelle.chave@culture.gouv.fr



	B.2. Other contact persons (for multinational files only)

Provide below complete contact information for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	--

	C.
Title

	Indicate the official title of the programme, project or activity, in English or French, that will appear in published material. 
Not more than 200 characters

	The Martinique yole, from construction to sailing practices, a model for heritage safeguarding

	D.
Geographic scope

	Tick one box to identify whether the geographic scope of the programme, project or activity is essentially national, subregional, regional or international (the last category includes projects carried out in geographically non-continuous areas).

	 national (within a single country)
 subregional (more than one country)
 regional (more than one country)
 international (including geographically non-continuous areas)

	E.
Geographical location

	Indicate the locations in which the programme, project or activity was or is being carried out.
Not more than 150 words

	Martinique is a French island in the Lesser Antilles archipelago located in the Caribbean in Central America. Martinique has about 380,000 inhabitants. The most active economic sectors are services, retailing and tourism. The island is 70 km long and 30 km wide, and is separated from the islands of Dominica and Saint Lucia by straits with strong currents. The bay of Fort-de-France boasts a large merchant port. The historic town of Saint-Pierre has a beautiful mooring area. The city of Le Marin has one of the largest marinas in the Caribbean. The small fishing ports on the Atlantic coast are exposed to the trade winds; those on the Caribbean coast are more sheltered. Martinique yole sailing is practised both along the Atlantic coast and the Caribbean coast. Martinique created its Marine Natural Park in 2017. The common languages are French and Creole.

	F.
Status

	Tick one box to identify whether the programme, project or activity is completed or in progress at the time the proposal is submitted. 

	 completed
 in progress

	G.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the proposed programme, project or activity.
Not more than 150 words

	The communities involved are:
- the fishers, the primary users of the yoles;

- the boat-builders, bearers of the construction know-how;

- the teachers of the leisure practice of Martinique yole sailing;

- the master yolers and crews, who ensure the safeguarding of the practice;

- the yole associations, today grouped together under an umbrella organization, the Fédération des Yoles Rondes de la Martinique (Federation of Round Yoles of Martinique);

- the population of the island, for whom the practice of yole sailing represents an identity, a family, festive and community event;

- the journalists, filmmakers and writers who produce the audiovisual memory of the round yole;

- the teachers, who transmit knowledge, practices and values, and academics, researchers and students, who study the yole (history of technology, anthropology),

- local companies, which admire the values of excellence and solidarity of the yole crews,
- elected officials and institutions (municipalities, local authorities, State), which ensure the safety and sustainability of yole activities.

	H.
Domain(s)

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage covered by the programme, project or activity, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.

	 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 
 performing arts
 social practices, rituals and festive events 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
 traditional craftsmanship 
 other(s)

	1.
Description

	Criterion P.1 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity involves safeguarding, as defined in Article 2.3 of the Convention.’ Article 2.3 states that ‘“Safeguarding” means measures aimed at ensuring the viability of the intangible cultural heritage, including the identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection, promotion, enhancement, transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal education, as well as the revitalization of the various aspects of such heritage’.
For sections 1.a and 1.b together, provide succinct descriptions of the programme, project or activity and its main components, describing what actually happened or is underway.

	1.a.
Background, rationale and objectives
Describe the situation that led to the creation of the programme, project or activity – what safeguarding needs were identified and by whom, and how the priorities were identified and established. Identify the primary objectives of the programme, project or activity.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Phase 1. Tradition threatened by the demands of the modern world

The Martinique yole was created several centuries ago. A lithograph engraved by Gouaz in 1780, Le Fort de Saint-Pierre, depicts a clinker-built yole; the men on board used paddles to propel the boat forward. Yoles are built in different shapes depending on the uses and geographical areas where they are used. The Martinique yole used by fishers, with no keel and equipped with a paddle as a rudder, is ideal for the specific conditions along the island’s coasts. During the 1950s and 1960s, other types of boats made of composites and equipped with motors gradually supplanted the traditional yole. Faced with the threat of the disappearance of these boats that reflected the history and society of the island, a spontaneous movement to safeguard them developed.

Phase 2. First safeguarding initiatives by fishers
The safeguarding of the yole originated with the races organised by the fishers themselves in the form of challenges between boats as they returned from fishing. These races have become common on Sundays and during patron saint’s day celebrations, which involve the whole community. The boldest yolers even participate in the Tour of Martinique. This helped conserve traditional yoles and improved their seaworthiness. The yoles were built under the aegis of boat-builders, bearers of traditional knowledge, who tailored them to new context (by increasing the size of the sails, for example).

Sailors, boat-builders and residents then formed associations. The first was the Association des Yoles et Gommiers, founded in 1972. The public authorities, the media and the population of the whole island joined in to organize races in the different ports of the island. The Tour des Yoles, which has existed since 1966 with interruptions, now closes the racing season. It is an intense event characterized by traditional physical and festive practices, and today it mobilizes tens of thousands of inhabitants.

Phase 3. Safeguarding the Martinique yole: mobilizing the local community

The safeguarding programme has been gradually fleshed out. An ecosystem favourable to safeguarding yole sailing has developed, supported by multiple stakeholders working in their specific areas of expertise. This ecosystem is now supported by a broad range of long-standing associations and partnerships adapted to the local community, which guarantee the success of the programme throughout the island. This has resulted in a number of good practices.

The main objectives of the safeguarding programme were as follows: 

● Preserve the know-how of local boat-builders

- Build traditional yoles

- Transmit know-how to younger people (construction without plans, from master to apprentice)

- Update the traditional model to develop yoles adapted to racing or teaching: mini-yoles and baby yoles which are safer for introductory lessons for young people.

● Transmit know-how on sailing:

- Enable yole skippers to teach crews very specific sailing techniques during sea navigation training sessions.

- Create traditional sailing schools in connection with elementary, middle and high schools.

- Organize races on a regular basis

● Strengthen the ties between yole practitioners and the local community:

- Create associations capable of taking the initiative for local events. The Société des Yoles et des Gommiers de la Martinique (1972) became the Association des Yoles Rondes, then the Société des Yoles Rondes de la Martinique in 1981. The latter was accredited by the public authorities in 1985.

- Create associations in the small ports of the island: for example, "Athon", in Le François; "Bwa Viré", in Le Robert; "Ay Douvan", in Le Marin; "Ou Pa Ka Sav", in Le Robert, etc.

- Create a federation capable of organizing major events, acting as the key contact with the public authorities and mobilizing the media and the general public: the Fédération des Yoles Rondes (2011).

	1.b.
Safeguarding measures involved
Describe the specific safeguarding measures that the programme, project or activity includes and why they were adopted. Identify what innovative methods or modalities were involved, if any. 

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Construction practices. - A yole is a light, fast, shallow-draught boat, about ten metres long, with a tapered shape, that can sail with one or two sails. Crew members (usually 8 to 15) must perch or dangle off the hull on bwas (long movable poles) to balance the boat.

The transmission of skills related to the construction of traditional yoles initially took place spontaneously in the workshops of the boat-builders located in the small ports of the island, with oral transmission from master to apprentice. Some companies supported this action by providing the necessary materials free of charge. The Fédération des Yoles Rondes de la Martinique then drafted an official regulation specifying the characteristics of the boats permitted to take part in the races, which allowed the traditional model to be updated. The Martinique yole, made of wood, has a maximum length of 10.50 m. The rigging and sails retain their traditional format. New materials can be used for the sake of durability and sustainability (reuse of materials).

There is no registered boat-building plan for yoles, which leaves room for upgrades.
Sailing practices. - The crew of a traditional yole must demonstrate great agility, physical engagement and perfect coordination in order to counterbalance the wind by moving on the bwas that balance the boat. The patwon (coxswain) uses a paddle (scull) to propel and steer the yole. He has to perfectly coordinate the actions of his crew to control the risk of capsizing. Sailing a yole therefore requires knowledge that can only be acquired through practice. The language spoken on yoles is Creole.
Yole sailing knowledge was originally transmitted among fishers when preparing for races. From the 1970s onwards, crews were recruited from outside the fishing community. The associations now provide race training to amateur crews. Traditional sailing schools have been set up for children. They have built yoles that are safer and less demanding in terms of physical effort: mini-yoles and baby-yoles. The growing leisure practice has encouraged women to join the crews. There were approximately 10% women out of a total of 770 members of the Fédération des Yoles Rondes for the 2016-2017 season. This proportion remains stable.

The construction of new yoles, the organization of races, crew training, and the training of young people and women are, in 2019, activities that have reached maturity.
Specialized publications. - The safeguarding of the Martinique yole was achieved through the formalization of knowledge. IFREMER and ORSTOM published in 1988 a study entitled Embarcations et engins de pêche artisanale martiniquaise recensés en 1985 et évolution récente. The ethnologist Jérôme Pruneau published in 2006, in the scientific journal Ethnologie française, "Voiles traditionnelles aux Antilles françaises: ‘sportivité’ et patrimonialisation”. Maguy Moravie defended in 2010, at the University of Bordeaux, the thesis entitled “Anthropologie culturelle et politique de la yole ronde à la Martinique: enjeux identitaires et atouts pour une politique de Région. Perspectives comparatives”. The journal of maritime history and ethnology Chasse-Marée (issue 150) devoted an article to Martinique yoles. The record on the yole, in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in France, like all these cited works, is available online.

Raising awareness among the general public and parents. – For the general public, Pierre Courtinard and Georges Brival published Yoles rondes Martinique in 1980, on the history of yole racing. The Société des Yoles Rondes published in 2004 Yoles rondes-Martinique by Geneviève Jorité, Laurent Ursulet, Yves Jean-Marie and Alain Dédé. An illustrated book, Le Tour du monde de Martinique des yoles rondes by Thomas Thurar, Jean-Claude Asselin de Beauville (texts) and Marc Sambi (photographs), was published in 2016. In 2018, La Yole de Martinique by Edouard Tinaugus was published.
For schoolchildren, André Quion-Quion recounts, in Une autre histoire maritime à la Martinique. L’histoire croisée des Yoles (2012), the relationship between Amerindian sailing techniques and contemporary yoles.
A free exhibition, designed by two practitioners and supported by the Van dan Vwel association, was held at the Schœlcher library (Fort-de-France, 2017) for the benefit of residents and tourists.

	1.c.
Competent body(ies) involved 
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), responsible for the local management of the programme, project or activity.

	Name of the body:

Fédération des yoles rondes de la Martinique
Name and title of the contact person:

Le Président, représenté par Monsieur Jean-Michel PLACIDE, secrétaire général
Address:

Maison des Sports - Pointe de la Vierge - 97200 Fort-de-France
Telephone number:

0596 61 48 50 et 0596 61 06 03
Email address:

yolesrondes@wanadoo.fr
Other relevant information:

Organisme organisateur ; fixe les règles des courses. Site internet : federationyolesrondes.com
Name of the body:

Caracoli
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Patrice MONTLOUIS FELICITE, président
Address:

boulevard Henri-Auzé - 977231 Le Robert
Telephone number:

06 96 29 17 34
Email address:

association.caracoli@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Aprant
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Will LABEAU, président
Address:

Case de Duprey - 97290 Le Marin
Telephone number:

0696 23 83 14
Email address:

associationaprant@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Athon
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Joseph MAS, président
Address:

Frégate Ouest 1 - 97240 Le François
Telephone number:

0596 96 80 62 / 0696 25 72 80
Email address:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Baie des Mulets
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Alex BAPIN, président
Address:

4, baie des Mulets - 97280 Le Vauclin
Telephone number:

0696 37 32 40
Email address:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Bouée Lyson
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Olivier MERINE, président
Address:

Cité La Croix - 97231 Le Robert
Telephone number:

0596 78 91 36 / 0696 20 92 51
Email address:

activité de grande yole
Name of the body:

Bwa Viré
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Humbert NORESKAL, président
Address:

Pontaléry - 97231 Le Robert
Telephone number:

0596 65 50 17 / 0696 24 37 98
Email address:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Ay Douvan
Name and title of the contact person:

Madame Cécile MONROSE, présidente
Address:

Quartier Cédalise - 97290 Le Marin
Telephone number:

0596 74 63 47 / 0696 44 81 31
Email address:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Chabin’An
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Reymond ROUSSI, président
Address:

Presqu’île - 97240 Le François
Telephone number:

0696 96 95 35 / 0696 45 32 30
Email address:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Gommier et Tradition
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Peldrick PETITO, président
Address:

Californie - 97232 Le Lamentin
Telephone number:

0596 39 71 56 / 0696 25 55 30
Email address:

activité de gommier et grande yole
Name of the body:

La Yole trinitéenne
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Mathurin LOUIS MICHEL, président
Address:

Maison des associations - 97220 Trinité
Telephone number:

0696 86 03 73
Email address:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

L’Arme fatale
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Alex RIVOT, président
Address:

Petite France - 97240 Le François
Telephone number:

0596 28 09 09 /0696 45 07 23
Other relevant information:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

L’As Palmas
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Max BONNARD, président
Address:

Cité Lacroix - 97231 Le Robert
Telephone number:

0696 73 60 63 / 0696 19 10 12
Other relevant information:

activité d’insertion des jeunes avec grande yole
Name of the body:

Yole net 2000
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Patrick LAMON, président
Address:

Rue Victor Lamon - 97290 Le Marin
Telephone number:

0596 48 18 66/ 0596 50 42 00/ 0696 06 71 94
Other relevant information:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Zizitata
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Steve THEOTISTE, président
Address:

Boulevard de l’Atlantique - 97280 Le Vauclin
Telephone number:

0696 32 23 19 / 0696 27 61 71
Other relevant information:

activité de grande yole
Name of the body:

Flech La
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Daniel SERBIN, président
Address:

Pointe la Rose – 97231 Le Robert
Telephone number:

06 96 28 45 44 / 06 96 31 77 66  
Other relevant information:

activité de grande yole et bébé yole
Name of the body:

Cap Creyol
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Christophe DEDE, président
Address:

16 km route de Balata - Quartier la Médaille – 97234 Fort-de-France
Telephone number:

0696 44 07 02
Other relevant information:

activité de bébé yole
Name of the body:

Rising Sas (YOLE365)
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Jean-Yves AGLAE, gérant
Address:

Hameau Pointe Lynch - 97231 Le Robert
Telephone number:

0662235317
Email address:

support@yole365.com
Other relevant information:

https://www.yole365.com
Name of the body:

Alyses Yoles
Name and title of the contact person:

Madame Maryse LAMON, présidente
Address:

Port de Plaisance - 97290 Le Marin
Telephone number:

0696 84 67 37
Email address:

alysesyolesmarin972@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

école de voile traditionnelle
Name of the body:

Fem’ et Hom’ à la barre
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Philippe JEAN-ALEXIS, président
Address:

Presqu’île - 97240 Le François
Telephone number:

06 96 24 23 65 ou 05 96 51 07 70
Other relevant information:

activité de grande yole, équipage de femmes et hommes et bébé yole

Name of the body:

Association Mahogany
Name and title of the contact person:

Madame Béatrice BERNABE, présidente
Address:

Quartier Fond gens libre - 97290 Le Marin
Telephone number:

0696 177710
Email address:

mahogany97200@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

équipage composé majoritairement de femmes
Name of the body:

Collectivité Territoriale Martinique (CTM)
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Alfred MARIE-JEANNE, président
Address:

Rue Gaston-Defferre - Cluny CS 30137 - 97201 Fort-de-France
Telephone number:

0596596300
Email address:

courrier@collectivitedemartinique.mq 
Other relevant information:

pérennisation de la yole de Martinique
Name of the body:

LEGTA - Lycée de Croix-Rivail
Name and title of the contact person:

Monsieur Christophe DEDE, professeur d’éducation physique, référent
Address:

Bois Rouge - 97224 Ducos
Telephone number:

0596512734
Email address:

legta.croix-rivail@educagri.fr 
Other relevant information:

section yole


	2.
Coordination at the regional, subregional and/or international levels

	Criterion P.2 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity promotes the coordination of efforts for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage on regional, subregional and/or international levels’. Explain, if applicable, how the programme, project or activity has promoted such coordination. If the programme was or is conducted exclusively at the national level and has not involved such coordination, state so clearly.

Not more than 500 words

	Over the years, those involved in the protection of the yole in Martinique have developed ties with other cultural heritage stakeholders to share in the process of presenting a unique heritage. Martinique yoles reflect the cultural wealth of the Caribbean in all its components and the importance of traditional boats in the history of the region.
The Fédération des Yoles Rondes de la Martinique carries out mandates relating to the practice, development and democratization of this heritage at the local, regional, national and international levels.

At the local level, events featuring the two traditional boats of Martinique, the yole and the gommier, are organized. A joint race is organized every year in February by the Fédération des Yoles and the Association des Gommiers.

At the regional level (Caribbean arc), the preservation of the Martinique yole and its influence help enhance the maritime heritage, with a positive effect in promoting the gommier and the pirogue, traditional boats used in the past in the Caribbean. Events were held with the "saintoise", a traditional boat from Guadeloupe, during crossings to Dominica and Les Saintes, strengthening the heritage ties between the populations and the traditional boats of the region. The Martinique yole was invited to Trinidad and Tobago to take part in a joint exchange within the framework of Caribbean cultural relations in November 1988. The Martinique yole was also presented at an event for tourism professionals in Barbados in 1991.

At the national level, the Tour des Yoles de la Martinique was presented in 2014 at the Paris Fair. Martinique baby-yoles of were presented in Arcachon in 2001 for knowledge sharing and exchange of practices with other traditional boats from the southwestern region of France. In February 2018 an exchange of maritime culture took place between the Athon Yole Association and the members of Promotion Optimist (POP), a small dinghy affiliated to the French Sailing Federation.

The Martinique yole is today naturally included in various maritime events of international scope. Thus, in November 2017, the Yole Net 2000 association organized introductory yole lessons for the sailors of the Mini Transat solo regatta, an international ocean race arriving in the port of Le Marin.

	3.
Reflection of the principles and objectives of the Convention

	Criterion P.3 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity reflects the principles and objectives of the Convention’. Identify the specific principles and objectives of the Convention that are addressed by the programme, project or activity and explain how it reflects those principles and objectives in its conception, design and implementation.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The activities around the Martinique yole reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention with regard to dialogue and support for cultural diversity.
Dialogue
The yole strengthens the dialogue within the community of inhabitants. It promotes the craftspeople and sailors of the island’s small ports who are respected for the know-how they possess. It brings together all generations, all social classes and, more broadly, all the communities of the island. Yole sailing is free; the development of less physically demanding models ensures that no one is excluded for reasons of age or gender; watching the races is free; it is a family activity that ensures the cohesion of generations; the large regattas are a source of pride for all.
The yole provides opportunities for contacts with neighbouring countries. Bonds are forged around similar sailing practices at "Tall Ship" events and other festivals in neighbouring islands (Caribbean). At races in Martinique, tourists mingle with local residents to celebrate the same values: conviviality, tolerance, mutual assistance.
The local media, by giving a premium, attractive and modern image of this traditional practice, generate interest among youth and people from very diverse backgrounds. Actions are organized by associations for specific groups (prisoners, disabled people, etc.).
Cultural diversity
Safeguarding the Martinique yole contributes to the cohesion and continuity of the community on several levels. By ensuring the transmission of construction and sailing know-how, it strengthens cohesion between generations. Younger children get to know and respect previous generations. Elders discover a determined and dedicated younger generation. It is also an activity that transcends differences in social backgrounds and origins. 
The practice has evolved from inshore fishing to an amateur practice that is free, physically demanding and educational. Starting in the 1940s, the yole developed into an amateur sailing practice, preventing folklorization. Fishers and elders attest to a process of continuous oral transmission of knowledge. The boats are inspired by traditional models while at the same time being updated. On average, a new racing yole is built on the island every five years. The yoles, just like the bwas, are always made of different types of wood. The sails are now made of modern materials to avoid having to replace them too often, which would be environmentally wasteful.
There is no commodification of the practice of yoles. Some local companies help an association to finance its boats over the long term. In this way, they demonstrate that they are part of the community and that they share the values of teamwork, mutual assistance and excellence reflected by the yoles. The associations’ resources are proportional to their needs and are used transparently.

	4.
Effectiveness 

	Criterion P.4 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity has demonstrated effectiveness in contributing to the viability of the intangible cultural heritage concerned’. Describe how the programme, project or activity has demonstrated such effectiveness and how it has contributed concretely to the strengthened viability of the heritage.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The heritage transmission model built around the Martinique yole is based on associations, which have helped build many new yoles and increased the number of practitioners. They provide training for young people and ensure that yoles are part of the local community. 
Stable associations
These associations have existed for almost fifty years. The Société des Yoles et Gommiers de Course was created in 1972. The Association des Yoles Rondes took over under a new name in 1981. The Fédération des Yoles Rondes took over in 2011. It is the umbrella organization for nineteen local associations. Most of them enter large yoles in regattas organized by the Federation. Beginner lessons (baby-yoles) are offered in most of the associations. In total, about forty associations dedicated to yoles exist today in Martinique. Thanks to the many associations, the race calendar - the first of which dates back to the 1960s - is respected over the long term.
Stable number of practitioners
The main races of the year are the Regional Championship, the Challenge du 22-Mai, the Coupe de la Martinique, the Tour de la Martinique des Yoles and the Course des Mapipis (“best yolers” in Creole). They bring together a stable number of practitioners. The figures for the last few years are as follows: 
- Season 2014-2015: 758 members, including 62 women and 51 young people,18 large yoles and 21 baby-yoles, and 61 races.
- Season 2015-2016: 727 members, including 63 women and 70 young people,19 large yoles and 21 baby-yoles, and 59 races.
- Season 2016-2017: 770 members, including 59 women and 61 young people,18 large yoles and 20 baby-yoles, and 57 races.
International visibility
Since the 1990s, the associations have been working to make their activities more visible. In 1992, the yole won the 1st prize in the tourist and sports awards, ahead of Portugal and Sweden in Bagnères-de-Luchon, France. Personalities are invited to learn about yole sailing, like Prince Henrik of Denmark in 1995 and 2003, and the King of Benin in 2017, during visits to Martinique.
The Tour des Yoles is now the flagship event of the season. Each year, the seven-day competition attracts an estimated audience of more than 250,000 people from all over the island and abroad. In 2017, 287,705 people were present. In 2018, the race enjoyed the same popular success. In addition, 5,000 people follow and support the crews throughout the season. 
This event, which is widely covered in the press and broadcast media in the Caribbean region, is also streamed online for viewing throughout the world. The Federation provides the following figures for 2017: 245,241 people watched a video online; 350,251 people posted comments or participated in a dialogue; viewers from 35 countries (38% men and 62% women). 
Generally speaking, the popularity of the races contributes to the viability of the heritage project by reinforcing local community support for the Martinique yole.

	5.
Community participation and consent

	Criterion P.5 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity is or has been implemented with the participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	5.a.
Participation of the community, group or individuals

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have participated in the programme, project or activity at all stages of its planning and implementation, including the role of gender.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Safeguarding the Martinique yole has mobilized all the components of the local community.

Preserving knowledge: linkage with tradition

Initially, the transmission was carried out informally by fishers and boat-builders for people interested in yoles. Georges Brival, an advertising executive, ordered a traditional Martinique yole in the 1960s.

Transmission: a framework for action based on volunteers

Volunteers from residents’ associations then organised the Sunday races and provided training for the crews. The municipalities provided concrete assistance (transport, premises). National Education teachers taught students the practice of yole sailing (high schools in Le Marin and Le François, middle school in Le Robert). The agricultural high school of Croix-Rivail in Ducos created a Yole section. Municipal educational and sports departments relied on associations, such as the Las Palmas Association in Le Robert.

All components of the community mobilized

Many stakeholders have mobilized to ensure the survival and the diffusion of the Martinique yole by supporting associations. Local authorities and the State, the University and the media (journalists, writers, filmmakers and artists) each play their part; businesses contribute to the construction of new traditional boats.

The associations remain the driving force, headed and run by the practitioners themselves. The number of associations increased from one in the 1970s to twenty in 2000 and almost forty today, all dedicated to the transmission of construction and sailing practices. They are all run by volunteers. The coherence and sustainability of the safeguarding actions are ensured by the umbrella federation.

A progressive formalization of the safeguarding process

The formalization of safeguarding measures was initiated in 2003 by practitioners and enthusiasts. A few yolers from the Pontaléry district in Le Robert, encouraged by Edouard Tinaugus and friends from Le François, Le Vauclin and Le Marin, undertook to have the practice of the Martinique yole recognized (construction and sailing): Frantz Ferjule, fisher and Tour winner, Algrain Mude, Jean-Charles Melchior, Michel Lorte Villarson, fishers and yolers, Emile Lette, Manuel Abraham, Marc-Henri Tinaugus, among others. This district was also home to the workshop of the late Lison Marie-Magdeleine, builder and repairer of traditional yoles. It is also the home port of the associations Pass Popo (big yole ) and Ou Pa Ka Sav (baby yole).
In 2010, steps were taken to have the Martinique yole recognized as Intangible Cultural Heritage in France. This first group received the support of other yolers from the towns of Le Robert, Le François, Le Marin, Maguy Moravie, doctor in sociology, member of the university laboratory Culture Education and Societies, and the support of Jérôme Pruneau, ethnologist. Senators-Mayors Maurice Antiste (Le François) and Serge Larcher (Le Diamant) also lent their support. In 2017, the Ministry of Culture included the Martinique yole in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in France (record 2017_67717_INV_PCIFRANCE_00376).

	5.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to this proposal and involvement in its preparation
Submitting States Parties shall involve the community, group or, if applicable, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned in the preparation of the proposal. Describe below how they have participated actively in preparing the proposal at all stages, including in terms of the role of gender. States Parties are reminded that the communities are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
The free, prior and informed consent to the submission of the proposal from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimens of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Attach information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.

Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	In 2017, a steering committee for the nomination of the Martinique yole to the register of good safeguarding practices of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity was set up. A second, broader campaign to collect consents was then launched in Martinique as well as in metropolitan France.

Continuing the awareness-raising work carried out since 2006, the associations affiliated with the Fédération des Yoles de Martinique and the Martinique Fisheries Committee supported the efforts. In Martinique, 199 signatures were gathered from the general public, including 66 women.

The committee also gathered expressions of support. More than sixty handwritten letters were sent by people representing the main components of Martinique society: education, business, media (journalists, writers), local authorities, elected officials. Three former ministers (Culture, Overseas, Sports) expressed their support. All these letters testify to the vitality of the practice of the Martinique yole, its roots in the local culture and the attachment of the signatories to it.
This process, which began in 2006, has today culminated in a request made by people representing all strata of the population, including fishers and boat-builders, who are the bearers of the know-how, as well as practitioners in associations, educational and arts institutions, elected officials, businesses, local authorities, government agencies and finally the general public in Martinique and metropolitan France.


	5.c.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. 
Name of the entity
b. 
Name and title of the contact person
c. 
Address
d. 
Telephone number
e. 
Email
f. 
Other relevant information

	Name of the entity: Fédération des yoles rondes de la Martinique
Name and title of the contact person: Le Président, représenté par Monsieur Jean-Michel PLACIDE, secrétaire général, membre du comité de pilotage
Address: Maison des Sports - Pointe de la Vierge - 97200 Fort-de-France
Telephone number: 0596 61 48 50 et 0596 61 06 03
Email: yolesrondes@wanadoo.fr 
Other relevant information: Site internet : federationyolesrondes.com 

	Name of the entity: Collectivité Territoriale de la Martinique
Name and title of the contact person: Madame Marie-Thérèse LEOTIN

Address: Rue Gaston-Defferre Cluny - CS 30137 - 97201 Fort-de-France CEDEX

Telephone number: 0596 596300
Other relevant information: Site internet : www.collectivitedemartinique.mq 

	Name of the entity: Académie de Martinique
Name and title of the contact person: Monsieur Pascal JAN, recteur de Martinique

Address : Les Hauts de Terreville - 97233 Schoelcher

Telephone number: 0596 522500
Other relevant information: Site internet : www.ac-martinique.fr 

	Name of the entity: Institut Martiniquais du Sport
Name and title of the contact person : Le Président

Address: QUAR Mangot Vulcin - 97232 Le Lamentin

Telephone number: 0596383800

Other relevant information: Organisation de conférences-débats autour de la yole de Martinique

	Name of the entity: Direction Régionale des Affaires Culturelles de Martinique
Name and title of the contact person: Monsieur Christophe POMEZ, directeur

Address: 54 rue Professeur-Raymond-Garcin - 97200 Fort-de-France

Telephone number: 0596600536
Other relevant information: Site internet : www.culture.gouv.fr/Regions/Dac-Martinique 

	Name of the entity: Préfecture de la Martinique
Name and title of the contact person: Monsieur Franck ROBINE, préfet

Address: Rue Victor Sévère - 97200 Fort-de-France

Telephone number: 0596393600
Other relevant information: Site internet : www.martinique.gouv.fr 

	Name of the entity: Association FOSS
Name and title of the contact person: Le Président

Address: Rue Elphège Mélan - 97240 Le François

Telephone number: 0596 64 50 77

Other relevant information: Atelier d’insertion avec la yole de Martinique. Site internet : https://fos972.fr 

	Name of the entity: Association Alizés Yoles
Name and title of the contact person: Madame Maryse LAMON, présidente

Address: Plage du Marin - Boulevard Allègre - 97290 Le Marin

Telephone number: 0696 84 67 37

Other relevant information: Initiation à la yole de Martinique. Site internet : alizesyoles.wixsite.com 

	Name of the entity: Université des Antilles
Name and title of the contact person: Monsieur Eustase JANKY, président d’université, et Madame Odile MARCELIN FRANCOIS-HAUGRIN, vice-présidente du pôle Martinique

Address: Route de l’Université - 97233 Schœlcher

Telephone number: 0596737201

Other relevant information: Site internet : www.univ-ag.fr/fr/campus/poles_universitaires/martinique.html 

	Name of the entity: Lycée Polyvalent de la Jetée
Name and title of the contact person: Monsieur Didier MARMOT, proviseur

Address: Route de la Jetée - 97240 Le François

Telephone number: 0596 54 32 26

Other relevant information: Participation à des courses de yoles inter-lycées

	Name of the entity: Lycée Agricole de Croix-Rivail
Name and title of the contact person: Le Proviseur
Address: Bois-Rouge - 97232 Le Lamentin

Telephone number: 0596512734

Other relevant information: Participation à des courses de yole de Martinique

	Name of the entity: Collège du Robert III
Name and title of the contact person: Monsieur Joël DEGRAS, principal

Address: Quartier Pontaléry - 97231 Le Robert

Other relevant information: Participation à des courses de yoles inter-établissements

	6.
Regional, subregional and/or international model 

	Criterion P.6 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity may serve as a subregional, regional or international model, as the case may be, for safeguarding activities’. Describe how the programme, project or activity may serve as such a model for safeguarding activities, identifying the particular components, methods or practices that would be relevant in other contexts. 

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	A safeguarding process on a human scale
The process that led to the safeguarding of the Martinique yole can serve as an inspiration for other intangible heritage safeguarding actions, because it is based on the strong involvement of local associations and businesses. As a result, it enjoys the support of elected officials and government agencies. 
The safeguarding of the Martinique yole was not driven by a top-down process or supported by major cultural institutions. It was a grassroots initiative on the part of fishers. It is structured around numerous small local associations and an umbrella federation. It does not involve costly investments. The operating grants of the federation and associations, whether they come from local authorities or local businesses, represent amounts closely related to the possibilities of the island. It is capable of mobilizing local stakeholders in a spirit of cooperation. Education and support for young practitioners are key components of the transmission. 
A transposable transmission model

This model on a human scale can be transposed to island societies and economically fragile areas, where it is likely to strengthen social bonds. In the case of the Caribbean area, the transmission model of the Martinique yole responds to the specific characteristics of local societies. 
In many islands, artisanal fishing and boat building are still living traditions. And the participation of custodians of the tradition is a key element in the safeguarding process. The elders ensure the transmission to the young people naturally, like boat-builders with their apprentices. This non-formal education promotes community members who possess traditional skills and strengthens the ties between generations. In addition, yole sailing can be taught in the school system – present everywhere – as well as in traditional sailing schools, often side by side with "modern" sailing schools. These schools train boys and girls equally. The crews of traditional yoles demonstrate qualities found in maritime circles around the world such as crew solidarity in manoeuvres, the ability to work together, pushing one’s limits and extensive knowledge of the sea. 
Living heritage, shared contemporary know-how

Today, the Martinique yole uses new materials for the sails, and the yole itself is protected by a composite outer layer. In all the Caribbean islands, the businesses involved in pleasure boating are experts in this know-how. The wood used for the construction of the new yoles complies with tropical forest protection and sustainable development rules. The materials can be recycled: in Martinique, for example, used sails are recycled by a vocational integration association.
The Martinique yole, in all its diversity and its traditional local and regional resonance, is supported by a variety of stakeholders, all of whom are aware of the safeguarding criteria defined by UNESCO. These stakeholders believe that what they have done and continue to do in favour of the Martinique yole can be a model for other communities involved in the protection of their heritage.

	7.
Willingness to cooperate in the dissemination of best safeguarding practices 

	Criterion P.7 requires that ‘the submitting State(s) Party(ies), implementing body(ies), and community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned are willing to cooperate in the dissemination of best practices, if their programme, project or activity is selected’. Describe their willingness to cooperate in such dissemination.

If you attach supporting evidence demonstrating such willingness, especially expressed by the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned, indicate below what evidence you are providing and what form it takes. Such evidence, if any, shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The best safeguarding practices will be shared and disseminated mainly by the associations. The projects will be on a human scale, respecting the diverse resources of the different partners. They will take many forms.
Residences for expert craftspeople

- Based on the model of artists’ residences, builders of traditional boats – such as the Kalin’as boats from Guyana or the fishing dories of Saint-Pierre and Miquelon – will be hosted. They will be invited to share this experience once they are back in their own environment. Municipalities and local authorities will provide the main support for these exchanges.
- Crews expert in traditional sailing will train alongside Martinique yolers and demonstrate their own sailing techniques. They will discuss how the associations manage their activities and attract young people. Municipalities and local authorities will provide the main support for this cooperation.
Youth exchanges

- “Ambassadors of traditional sailing” will be established on the model set up in 2018 by the baby yole association "Ou Pa Ka Sav". These ambassadors, young people or adults, will demonstrate their practice at traditional sailing events, cultural exchanges and tourist events.
- Joint courses for young people practising standard or traditional sailing will be organised through existing associations. The main partners will be regional and local institutions with experience in this field: The Martinique Regional Authority and the municipalities. Dedicated funds will be used. 
- In the school context, exchanges between young people practising traditional sailing will be set up, with the support of the Martinique school district and within the framework of existing school cooperation programmes (Regional Cooperation in the Caribbean-DAREIC area). The Martinique school district will be the main partner.
Exchange among adult practitioners: through training courses, including in the context of disabled sports. The Martinique Regional Authority and the Martinique Institute of Sport will be the project leaders.
Training of partner association leaders: during training courses and meetings, with the aim of disseminating good practices. The associations will run these courses.
Cultural outreach. - Cultural events devoted to traditional boats and training in cultural outreach within the framework of Unesco will be organized. Funding will be sourced from the Overseas Arts and Cultural Exchange Fund (FEAC) supported by the Ministries of Culture and Overseas France. An exhibition will be organized at the Ministry of Overseas France. The Martinique Department of Cultural Affairs (DAC) will be the partner of the associations.
University cooperation. - A university programme of scientific research will be set up in the fields of cultural and material anthropology, archaeology of techniques, geography, communication and tourism. An international conference and specialized meetings will be organized. The University of the French West Indies and the Martinique school district (Tourism section) will run these projects.
Expanding the communities of interest. - The circulation of exhibitions, conferences and documentaries will be encouraged. Social media will be mobilized. The regional media and partner companies will support these actions.

	8.
Assessing the results

	Criterion P.8 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity features experiences that are susceptible to an assessment of their results’. Provide concrete examples of assessments that have been or are being carried out.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Several types of tools are available to assess the long-term effectiveness of the transmission actions and of the volunteer-based cooperative model implemented.

Assessing the strength of the associations

Associations are the key elements of the transmission model. All the associations present, at their annual general meetings, a management report, an activity report and a financial report detailing their activities. The annual reports of the associations provide an assessment of the number of practitioners, the number of yoles built, and compliance with rules and traditional formats in terms of construction.

The Fédération des Yoles Rondes de la Martinique compiles this information and assesses in real time the number of practitioners and yoles in activity. Five commissions closely monitor the following activities: baby-yole (youth and schoolchildren); training (race stewards); finance; discipline (races). A commission is specially dedicated to heritage (boat-building).

Assessing the sustainability of partners’ commitments

In addition, the actions entrusted to State and regional government departments are described in annual reports and studies regularly commissioned by these departments. The Prefecture of Martinique publishes an annual detailed report on its contribution to the safety of races at sea and on land.

Assessing the positive impact on society

A more qualitative assessment is conducted on a regular basis at the initiative of the communities. In 2012, the Regional Council of Martinique commissioned an audit of the Tour des Yoles to assess its economic, social and tourism impact. More recently, the Martinique Regional Authority included in the Livre blanc du sport martiniquais 2016-2021 a chapter entitled “Quel avenir pour le tour des yoles?” with a long-term perspective. In 2017, the University of the French West Indies, under an agreement with the Federation, mandated students to design a survey to assess the involvement of the general public in yole-related activities. These studies will be continued.

Assessing the progress of knowledge about the yole

A literature review will be undertaken to monitor the progress of studies devoted to the yole and its environment and to encourage support for authors and institutions that contribute to them (research centres, universities, museums, heritage agency).

Assessing dissemination actions
A report will summarize the results of the dissemination actions listed in section 7.

	9.
Model for developing countries 

	Criterion P.9 requires that ‘the programme, project or activity is primarily applicable to the particular needs of developing countries’. Describe how the programme, project or activity may be relevant to the needs of developing countries and appropriate to their circumstances, identifying the particular components, methods or practices that would be relevant to them.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Various studies show that the heritage protection of the Martinique yole has been successful in the difficult economic context of a Caribbean island. It has even become a significant element in the heritage and tourism landscape. It can therefore inspire positive actions in comparable contexts and perhaps even serve as a model and resource for developing countries.
An easy to implement model

The process that led to the patrimonialization of the Martinique yoles requires above all a shared determination. It does not necessarily involve costly investments or advanced technology. It is easy to implement in a context of cooperation and association and has several advantages: an identity reference, a reasonable economic dimension, and a simple and unifying process which seem suitable for developing countries. The beneficial results can be measured through easy to implement surveys in the fields of culture, education, the social sector, the economy and tourism. The exchange processes among local authorities, particularly in the Caribbean, are the key support factors for these studies and the shared projects that may arise from them: local development, tourism, training.
Exchanges and advice in a heritage framework

The Martinique yole associations are willing to share their knowledge in terms of heritage transmission and sailing education in the framework of formalized exchanges, in particular with local communities of similar size (small fishing ports, Caribbean islands, coastal regions). Traditional sailing events are key moments for such exchanges. The University of the French West Indies as well as museums supported by local authorities can organize formalized exchanges around the history of sailing practices, the construction of the yoles and the social dimension of this activity. Conferences and academic publications are natural forums for these exchanges, particularly in the Caribbean area. 
Sharing educational experiences

Schools in Martinique can share with foreign schools, for example through twinning arrangements, their experience of amateur competitions in a school setting ("Challenge inter-lycées des 9 équipages" or intramural race organized by the association Gommiers et Tradition, in partnership with the Union Nationale du Sport Scolaire (UNSS), an amateur organization).
Successful experiences with young people in difficulty

Associations focusing on young people in difficulty and urban policy can transpose the action of the "Foss" association. In 2011, the association carried out a vocational integration project with unemployed young people. They built a Martinique yole and learned how to sail it. They can also capitalize on the experience of the "Alizés Yoles" association, which supports former prisoners by providing introductory lessons on yole sailing.

	10.
Documentation

	The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the proposal. It will also be helpful for visibility activities if the programme, project or activity is selected. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the proposal and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	
documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is other than English or French
 
ten recent photographs in high definition
 
grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photographs (Form ICH-07-photo)
 
edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is other than English or French 
 
grant of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	11.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The proposal should be signed by an official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, and should include his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multinational proposals, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the proposal.

	Name:

S. Exc. Laurent STEFANINI
Title:
Ambassadeur de France, délégué permanent de la France auprès de l’UNESCO
Date:
26 March 2019

Signature:
<signed>
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