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	A.
State(s) Party(ies)

	For multinational nominations, States Parties should be listed in the order on which they have mutually agreed.

	Georgia

	B.
Name of the element

	B.1.
Name of the element in English or French
Indicate the official name of the element that will appear in published material.
Not to exceed 200 characters

	Wheat culture in Georgia, culture of wheat endemic species and landraces cultivation and utilization in Georgia

	B.2.
Name of the element in the language and script of the community concerned, 
if applicable

Indicate the official name of the element in the vernacular language, corresponding to its official name in English or French (point B.1).

Not to exceed 200 characters

	ქართული ხორბლის კულტურა (ხორბლის ენდემური სახეობების და ხალხური სელექციით მიღებული ჯიშების - ლენდრასების მოყვანისა და გამოყენების კულტურა საქართველოში)

	B.3.
Other name(s) of the element, if any

In addition to the official name(s) of the element (point B.1), mention the alternate name(s), if any, by which the element is known.

	In different regions of Georgia  wheat has local names:

Svaneti: l-pkha ketsen // kvetsen, itk kuetsen;

Samegrelo: kobali, ipkli, irkish kobali // kobai;

Racha-Lechkhumi: Khulugo//khulgo;

Imereti: Khotora;

Abkhazeti: ach’a// achara’j//achara’dz’.

	C.
Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned

	Identify clearly one or several communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned with the nominated element.

Not to exceed 150 words

	The Ministry of Environment Protection and Agriculture of Georgia, the Agricultural Scientific-Research Center, the Cereals Gene-Bank and the Logistics and Services Agency; The Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Georgia, the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation.

Education and research institutions: the Georgian Agrarian University, the Ilia State University, the Institute of Botanic, the National Botanical Garden, the Georgian National Academy of Science. 

Non-state organizations: ther Biological Farming Association “Elkana”, the Georgian Wheat Growers Association. 

Patriarchate of Georgia: the eparchies of Khornabuji, Hereti, Dedoplistskaro, Tsalka, Martkopi, Gardabni, Nikortsminda and Ruis-Urbnisi. 

Private sector: the seed producer company 'Lomtagora”, bakeries using flour from landraces and traditional baking methods: ‘Mzetamze’, ‘Tavtukhi’, ‘Purta Puri". 

Agronimists, breeders, experts: Irakli Rekhviashvili, David Bedoshvili, Vano Zedgenidze, Tsotne Samadashvili, Nana Chkhutiashvili; Marine Mosulishvili, Mari Gogniashvili, Ineza Maisaia.

Wheat growers/farmers: G.Jvaridze, P.Tsulaia, Z.Ivanidze, A.Maisuradze, G. Aladashvili, N.Latibashvili, others. Asmat-Lali Meskhi, founder of the Georgian Wheat Growers Association.

	D.
Geographical location and range of the element

	Provide information on the distribution of the element within the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s), indicating, if possible, the location(s) in which it is centred. Nominations should concentrate on the situation of the element within the territories of the submitting States, while acknowledging the existence of same or similar elements outside their territories. Submitting States should not refer to the viability of such intangible cultural heritage outside their territories or characterize the safeguarding efforts of other States.
Not to exceed 150 words

	The endemic spieces and landraces of wheat had been commontly cultivated and utilized across all regions of the country until 1970’s. Currently,  these species are mainly preserved at the scientific-research centers and gene-banks: Scientific-Research Center of the Ministry of Agriculture, Georgian Agrarian University, Ilia State University and its Institute of Botanic, National Botanical Garden, Biological Farming Association ‘Elkana’, seed producer company ‘Lomtagora’, breeders and farmers: Irakli Rekhviashvili, Anzor Maisuradze in their private collections.

The cultivation and utilization of endemic species and landraces of wheat (Dika, Tsiteli Doli, Shavpkha) for food is mostly preserved in Dedoplistskaro, Tetritskaro, Marneuli, Akhaltsikhe, Aspindza regions, in small quantities - in Racha-Lechkhimi highlands. 

Georgian endemic Dika wheat mixed with other varieties can be found in Artvini (Turkey), Dagestan (Russia) and Armenia.Seed material of the Georgian endemic wheat species and landraces is maintained in the largest gene-banks in Russia, Germany, Norway, Great Britain, Japan, USA. 

	E.
Domain(s) represented by the element

	Tick one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage manifested by the element, which might include one or more of the domains identified in Article 2.2 of the Convention. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of intangible cultural heritage 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 performing arts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 social practices, rituals and festive events 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 traditional craftsmanship 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 other(s)

	F.
Contact person for correspondence

	F.1.
Designated contact person
Provide the name, address and other contact information of a single person responsible for all correspondence concerning the nomination. For multinational nominations, provide complete contact information for one person designated by the States Parties as the main contact person for all correspondence relating to the nomination.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Vardzelashvili
Given name:

Manana
Institution/position:

Head of the UNESCO and International Relations Unit, National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia
Address:

58 Krtsanisi St, Tbilisi 0114, Georgia
Telephone number:

(+995 32)2 180 681; +995 577 25 33 15.
Email address:

manana_v@hotmail.com


	F.2.
Other contact persons (for multinational files only)
Provide complete contact information below for one person in each submitting State, other than the primary contact person identified above.

	

	1.
Identification and definition of the element

	For Criterion U.1, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element constitutes intangible cultural heritage as defined in Article 2 of the Convention’.

This section should address all the significant features of the element as it exists at present, and should include:

a. an explanation of its social functions and cultural meanings today, within and for its community;
b. the characteristics of the bearers and practitioners of the element;
c. any specific roles, including gender or categories of persons with special responsibilities towards the element;
d. the current modes of transmission of the knowledge and skills related to the element.

The Committee should receive sufficient information to determine:

a. that the element is among the ‘practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills — as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith —’;

b. ‘that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize [it] as part of their cultural heritage’; 

c. that it is being ‘transmitted from generation to generation, [and] is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history’;

d. that it provides the communities and groups involved with ‘a sense of identity and continuity’; and

e. that it is not incompatible with ‘existing international human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, and of sustainable development’.

Overly technical descriptions should be avoided and submitting States should keep in mind that this section must explain the element to readers who have no prior knowledge or direct experience of it. Nomination files need not address in detail the history of the element, or its origin or antiquity.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	The carbonized wheat grains from VI millennium B.C., found in Arukhlo, Khrami Didi Gora, Shulaveri and Imiri (VI millennium B.C.) archaeological sites, demonstrate the history of wheat domestication and an unbroken tradition its use on the territory of Georgia. Fifteen of the twenty-five known wheat species are registered in Georgia. Five of them are endemic: Makha (Triticum-macha); Colchic Asli (Triticum-palaeocolchicum); Chelta Zanduri (Triticum-timopheevi); Zanduri (Triticum-zhukovskyi) and Dika (Triticum-carthlicum). These endemic species are important for studying wheat origin, evolution and domestication process. They as well represent an invaluable breeding material due to their high immunity and resistance to fungi, adaptability, stable yields, nutritional value and great taste.

The wheat has played major role in the life of Georgians, as daily food, as well as an essential component of rituals, medical treatment, and other social practices. Cultivation and use of wheat over millennia has inspired cognition of life and nature, construction of shared societal values, sense of community and social responsibility.

From ancient times up to the present the wheat growing has been a joint community effort. Sharing seeds and bread starter has been a sacred custom, strengthening the community cohesion and mutual assistance. All community members would work field by field for each family. Such practice of mutual assistance is called ‘Mamitadi’, ‘Nadi’, ‘Alooba’ or ‘Ulami’. Some communities still practice this tradition. The host family offers meal and wine to the helpers, a sealed Qvevri is opened for such a special occasion.  

The element embraces numerous traditions related to wheat cultivation and use: ploughing, sowing and harvesting dates were determined according to the moon calendar; the first till was celebrated with wine blessing, ritual songs and breads: ‘Basila’, ‘Kirina’, ‘kokori’, ‘bedi kveri, ‘tesli kveri, baked from Makha or Zanduri flour at the old moon and kept until the harvest or the next ploughing season. The ploughman of the first furrow was called ‘Mekvle’, it was believed that generous yield depended on him. The importance of wheat was highlighted with customary rules.  The wheat field was considered a sacred place and any infringement was strictly punished. Bread was respected as a sacred food. Putting bread upside down, throwing a piece or stepping on it has been considered a bad sign. Following the adoption of Christianity (4th century) many of these rituals have been adapted and preserved by the Georgian Orthodox church.

Each region of Georgia has diverse baking and pastry traditions. For bread baking, each household would have ‘Tone’ (clay oven arranged partly in earth) or ‘Phurne’ (oven built of stones, bricks, sometimes covered with cast iron). Each time Tone or Phurne was heated, it would be used by several neighbours. The ‘Royal bread’ was baked of Zanduri or Makha flour and served to special guests. Bread was kept in large wooden chest - ‘Ambari’.  Meskheti (South Georgia) has been particularly distinguished with wheat, bread and pastry diversity, boasting with: ‘Lavashi’, ‘Kakala’, ‘Chatsekili puri’, ‘Somini’, ‘Bazlama’, ‘Ukha’, ‘Khmiadi’, ‘Bishi’, ‘Kada’, ‘Gulama’, ‘Phasali’, ‘Katmari’, ‘Tchirikhta’, ‘Tatarberaki’, ‘Tutmaji’, ‘Tserokhinkali’, etc. 

The technologies of the 20th century transformed traditional rural lifestyle and highly affected the Georgian wheat culture. Wheat and bread, however, have retained their social and cultural value, vividly reflected in vocabulary and folklore. Despite the modern industrialized bread production, the traditional breads “Shoti’, ‘Dedas puri’, etc. baked in artisanal bakeries are widely popular and in daily use, even though baked with imported flour it does not have same taste and nutritional value. 

Many traditions are still practiced in communities and households: blessing of the first furrow, sharing seeds and bread starter; wheat grains are still widely used in rituals related to birth, marriage and death, symbolizing life and resurrection, abundance and fertility. Wheatgrass is an inseparable attribute of the Easter celebration. Consecrated ‘Korkoti’ (wheat grain cooked with raisins and walnuts) is traditionally prepared and served after funeral, while a bowl of wheat grain with a candle is placed at the head of a body before funeral.  ‘Korkoti’ or ‘Tsandili’ is also prepared for the New Year symbolizing the revival of nature as well as good luck (Svaneti, Racha-Lechkhumi). Wheat grains are poured on the heads of a newly-weds for fertility and prosperity. 

There are variety of traditional tools and facilities related to wheat culture: ‘Shnakvi’ - for harvesting endemic hulled wheat species (Makha, Zanduri, Chelta Zanduri, Colchic Asli), scythe, sickle, plough, ploughshare, pitchfork, thresher, etc.; the threshing mill, water mill; the storage facilities: ‘Begheli’, ‘Kharo’, ‘Godori’, ‘Lazambari’. The traditional Georgian plough is rarely, but still used in the highland villages. The traditional water mills are rarely functional, but highly valued. 

The traditional labor division for wheat cultivation and use assigns most of the fieldwork to men, while storing, baking and cooking are the women function. Women and children also participate in harvest. In some communities traditionally men are bread bakers. Commonly men are bakers in artisanal bakeries as well.   

The wheat culture is informally transferred from generation to generation in small number of the bearer families. They are supported by few NGOs, research institutions and media working on Georgian heritage wheat awareness. The Georgian Orthodox Church plays vital role in practicing and informal transfer of the tradition of ritual bread – ‘Sephiskveri’.

Some formal teaching of wheat cultivation and bread baking is conducted in the Georgian Agrarian University and vocational colleges across the country. The cultural and social aspects of Georgian wheat culture are scientifically studied, but not formally taught.   

The bearers of the element are:

•
The wheat grower families, who preserve traditions as their identity;

•
The wheat plant breeders and farmers working on the conservation of endemic wheat species and landraces; 

•
The Georgian Orthodox Church, monastic communities, growing Georgian wheat and preserving related traditions;

•
The bakers and bakeries using Georgian wheat and traditional baking methods; 

•
The scientists studying Georgian wheat culture, geography and genetics;

•
The non-government organizations, associations working on conservation of the Georgian endemic wheat species and varieties;

•
The healers using Georgian wheat for traditional treatment;

•
Individuals, communities, groups, people of different age, social strata and profession devoted to safeguarding and restoration of Georgian wheat culture.

	2.
Need for urgent safeguarding

	For Criterion U.2, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element is in urgent need of safeguarding because its viability is at risk despite the efforts of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals and State(s) Party(ies) concerned’.
Describe the current level of viability of the element, particularly the frequency and extent of its practice, the strength of its traditional modes of transmission, the demographics of its practitioners and audiences and its sustainability.

Identify and describe the threats to the element’s continued transmission and enactment and describe the severity and immediacy of those threats. The threats described here should be specific to the element concerned, not generic factors that would be applicable to any element of intangible heritage.

Not fewer than 750 or more than 1,000 words

	The millennia-old tradition of Georgian wheat culture – cultivation and utilization of the endemic wheat species and landraces, is highly endangered and requires urgent safeguarding. 

The fundamental Soviet reforms in agriculture, in the early 20th century, followed with industrialization and rapid urbanization, has led to the deconstruction of the traditional village life, greatly affected cultivation of endemic wheat species and landraces and related traditions. The high yield wheat, imported from other Soviet republics, has gradually replaced the local wheat species and landraces. The latter has been almost completely out of production since 1970-ies, and has been preserved mainly for scientific-research purposes. Furthermore, the post-Soviet social-economic crisis, the shift to the deregulated free market economy, uncontrolled influx of global market products, including hybrid seeds and flour, has had still more severe impact on the local wheat production, that has largely been abandoned. As a result, over the last 50 years, the traditions, beliefs, knowledge, folklore and vocabulary - orally transferred from generation to generation have faded out. Similarly, the industrialization of bread production has negatively affected the diversity of traditional bread baking; in the post-Soviet period the quality of bread production has also dropped immensely as a result of the deregulation of food quality control mechanisms and poor quality of imported flour. This greatly affects small artisanal bakeries, which cannot afford expensive imports a. High quality endemic wheat species Macha, Zanduri, Kolkhic Asli are no more used for food, rituals or treatment.  Only one (Dika) out of five endemic species is cultivated in small quantities; few bearer families - small farmers in the South and East Georgia (Samtskhe-Javakheti, Kartli, Kakheti regions), some scientists  and NGOs show interest and responsibility to save heritage wheat and its culture. For example, the Jvaridze family (Chobareti, Samtskhe-Javakheti) has returned to the village to restore the ancestral Tsiteli Doli field after living in the city for 15 years. The young bio-farmers: Anzor Maisuradze (village Nabakhtevi, Kartli region), George Aladashvili (village Ruispiri, Kakheti region) Nodar Latibashvili (village Sagarejo, Kakheti region) grow landraces and run farm demonstration days for farmers, youth and other interested community members to share traditional agricultural knowledge, ancient bread baking methods, revitalizing traditions of community’s shared responsibility, promoting participation and mutual assistance in wheat cultivation.

Few wheat breeders continue working on endemic species and landraces conservation. For example, Irakli Rekhviashvili, an experienced agronomist and wheat selection specialist, maintains the live collection of Georgian endemic wheat species and landraces since 1990-ies, multiplies seeds and disseminates to the interested farmers. In the Southern Georgia, once well known for its rich diversity of local varieties and vast wheat fields, only few families cultivate landraces, maintaining the ancient wheat culture with great care, as their identity. 

The local history museums in the regions as well as the National Museum of Georgia (Akhaltsikhe, Tsageri,  Ambrolauri, Oni, Adigeni, Aspindza municipalities) preserve the unique artefacts related to the wheat culture: tools, ethnographers’ records, etc. Some endemic cereals are grown for demonstration, including wheat Makha, at the Open Air Museum of Ethnography in Tbilisi. 

The various monastic and church communities have engaged in restoring wheat landraces, after the Georgian Patriarch called for revitalization of traditional wheat culture in 2006. In the same period the Association of Biological Farmers “Elkana” has launched the heritage wheat conservation project with an aim to maintain Georgia’s agro-biodiversity. 

It should be admitted that in in the recent years the interest towards Georgian endemic wheat species and landraces has been growing. The endemic species of Tsiteli Doli, Shavpkha and Dika are cultivated by the growing number of families and small farmers and is also more regularly used in baking by few dedicated new bakeries: ‘Mzetamze’ in Tbilisi, ‘Tavtukhi’ in Kutaisi and ’PurtaPuri’ in Gurjaani. Other endemic species: Makha, Kolchik Asli, Chelta Zanduri, Zanduri are so far only maintained in-situ collections of the scientific-research centers, private companies, farmers, education institutions, awaiting for revitalization.

The ‘Association of Georgian Wheat Growers’ was established in 2017, aiming at conservation of Georgian endemic wheat species and landraces, restoration of the Georgian wheat in the healthy food system and raising awareness of the traditional wheat culture. The Association initiated the master classes for traditional Georgian baking in 2018; these training classes are planned to be regularly broadcasted and uploaded online for the wider public.

Irrespective of these positive trends, the element remains endangered and requires urgent safeguarding and revitalization measures. It is alarming that only one out of five endemic wheat species - Dika is restored and only two landraces - Tsiteli Doli and Shavpkha, out of hundreds of landraces, are in use by 2019. It is urgent to restore other four endemic wheat species, respective landraces in cultivation and use. 

The element bearer families, small farmers are particularly vulnerable to the agricultural and financial risks. Due to social and economic hardships, rural communities are shrinking across the country, especially in the mountain regions and traditional wheat growing areas. Thus the age-old systems of mutual social support and responsibility or seed sharing are also dying out. Public at large, especially youth know little about the rich wheat culture in Georgia. 

Apart from the dedicated efforts and single initiatives of devoted individuals, there is no government policy for safeguarding the element. It is clear that such individual efforts are far not effective for safeguarding the traditional wheat culture. Without consistent government policy and support, the resources and motivation of few bearer families, NGOs, monastic communities or scientists are far not sufficient to ensure the transmission of Georgian wheat culture to future generations. The development and implementation of supportive government policies is of urgent necessity, including, but not limited to the establishment of consistent coordination mechanism, stimulating high quality seed production, supporting transmission of knowledge by element bearer families and small farmers.  

In the long term perspective, supporting traditional wheat culture as significant force of local traditional economy, on its hand, shall encourage the local communities in the traditional wheat growing areas to remain in their ancestral land, revitalizing traditions and customs, strengthening society cohesion and promoting healthy bread for life with unique taste and flavor.

	3.
Safeguarding measures

	For Criterion U.3, States shall demonstrate that ‘safeguarding measures are elaborated that may enable the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned to continue the practice and transmission of the element’. The nomination should include sufficient information to permit the Evaluation Body and the Committee to assess the ‘feasibility and sufficiency of the safeguarding plan’.

	3.a.
Past and current efforts to safeguard the element
The feasibility of safeguarding depends in large part on the aspirations and commitment of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned. Describe the past and current efforts of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned to ensure the viability of the element.
Describe also the past and current efforts of the State(s) Party(ies) concerned with safeguarding the element, taking note of any external or internal constraints, such as limited resources.

Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	The information about wheat culture in Georgia has been carefully preserved and handed from generation to generation informally as well as through works of the scientists and travellers of different periods. The information on Georgian wheat culture is found in the works of the antique Greek historians Herodotus (484-425 BC) and Xenophon (427-355 BC); the first dictionary of the Georgian language compiled by the Georgian statesman and Lexicographer Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani (1658-1725); works of the Georgian prince Vakhushti Bagrationi (1696-1757) - Geographer, Historian and Cartographer, providing detailed description of the Georgian wheat, its geography, tools and customs; the German scientists Johann Anton Güldenstädt (1745-1781) and Johann Gottlieb Georgi (1729-1802) providing invaluable information on Gvatsa Zanduri in Racha and in Imereti regions of Georgia. 

The first scientific research of the Georgian wheat started with Soviet research expeditions in 1920-1930ies. The Russian and Georgian scientists: Zhukovski, Dekaprelevich, Menabde, Nadnevski described the endemic species: Chelta Zanduri, Macha, Dika, Colchic Asli, Zanduri. Throughout the Soviet period the wheat researchers (Vavilov, Flaksberger, Dekaprelevich, Menabde, Zhukovski, Sinskaya, Dorofeev) had paid great attention to the Caucasus and particularly Georgia, where the initial forms and endemic species of wheat had been largely preserved.  

Ongoing safeguarding activities by state and non-state actors include: 

- The Agriculture Scientific-Research Center selects seed material, restores, multiplies and disseminates; supports registration of heritage wheat in the national catalogue; maintains the cereals gene-bank; 

- Safeguarding of the Georgian endemic wheat species and landraces is included in the agro-biodiversity priorities of the Georgian State Budget document in 2019, demonstrating the Government’s will to safeguard the element; 

- Monastic communities have been restoring landraces on their fields since 2006;  

- The Association of Biological Farmers “Elkana”, within the scope of the agro-biodiversity preservation project (UNDP/GEF) has been restoring the wheat landraces; 

- The Japanese and American scientists studied samples of the bread wheat D genome donor plants in 2012. The molecular studies continued at the Institute of Molecular Genetics of the Georgian Agrarian University; 

- The Georgian Wheat Culture was registered as intangible cultural heritage, in September 2018, status of the National Importance granted in March 2019;

-  The number of Georgian universities support scientific research on Georgian Wheat Culture. The Georgian Agrarian University maintains seed material of Georgian endemic species and landraces in its gene bank and supports various scientific researches; 

- Institute of Botanic of Ilia State University maintains the live collection of Georgian endemic species and landraces in the National Botanical Garden of Georgia; 

- The seeds producing company ‘Lomtagora’, maintains live collection of heritage wheat since 2008; The new bakeries: ‘Mzetamze’, ‘Tavtukhi’ and ’PurtaPuri’ focus on the use of the heritage wheat flour for baking.

- The Georgian Wheat Growers Association was established in 2017, supporting safeguarding, transmission and awareness raising on the element, the baking master classes and the Bread Festival were initiated in 2018 for revitalization of traditional bread baking culture; 

- Individual families and small farmers cultivate landraces, maintaining the ancient wheat culture with great care, as their identity.

	3.b.
Safeguarding plan proposed
This section should identify and describe a feasible and sufficient safeguarding plan that, within a time-frame of approximately four years, would respond to the need for urgent safeguarding and substantially enhance the viability of the element, if implemented. It is important that the safeguarding plan contain concrete measures and activities that adequately respond to the identified threats to the element. The safeguarding measures should be described in terms of the concrete engagements of the States Parties and communities and not only in terms of possibilities and potentialities. States Parties are reminded that they should present safeguarding plans and budgets that are proportionate to the resources that can realistically be mobilized by the submitting State and that can feasibly be accomplished within the time period foreseen. Provide detailed information as follows:

a. What primary objective(s) will be addressed and what concrete results will be expected?

b. What are the key activities that will be carried out in order to achieve these expected results? Describe the activities in detail and in their ideal sequence, addressing their feasibility.

c. Describe the mechanisms for the full participation of communities, groups or, if appropriate, individuals in the proposed safeguarding measures. Provide information in as much detail as possible about the communities, in particular, practitioners and their roles in implementing the safeguarding measures. The description should cover not only the participation of the communities as beneficiaries of technical and financial support, but also their active participation in the planning and implementation of all of the activities, including the role of gender.

d. Describe the competent body responsible for the local management and safeguarding of the element, and its human resources available for implementing the safeguarding plan. (Contact information is to be provided in point 3.c below.)
e. Provide evidence that the State(s) Party(ies) concerned is commited to supporting the safeguarding plan by creating favourable conditions for its implementation.
f. Provide a timetable for the proposed activities and estimate the funds required for their implementation (if possible, in US dollars), identifying any available resources (governmental sources, in-kind community inputs, etc.).
Not fewer than 1,000 or more than 2,000 words

	Main goal: to regenerate and safeguard wheat Georgian endemic species and land-races and related culture, customs and  traditions,  to ensure  viability of the element in the long term.

Objectives: 

•
To develop the long-term State Policy for safeguarding and viability of the element; 

•
To establish the Strategic Action Plan (2021-2025) for implementation of the State Policy;

•
To ensure participation of the government and non-government stakeholders in creating and implementing the State Supportive Policy and Strategic Action Plan: government agencies, bearers of the wheat culture in Georgia, wheat grower community representatives, small farmers, sectoral NGOs, experts, youth, etc.;

•
Conservation of wheat culture in Georgia, related activities and traditions (includes safeguarding, dissemination and sustainable utilization);

•
Raising awareness amongst the general public to gain support for safeguarding the Wheat Culture in Georgia; to mobilize and use the scientific, education, cultural, and media potential for good results.

Activities for safeguarding the element:

1. Development of the long-term Supportive State Policy for safeguarding and viability of the element: 

•
Establish Georgian Wheat Culture Safeguarding Coordination Board (Coordination Board) with participation of all main stakeholders (government, non-government, private, element bearers - wheat growers) and experts;

•
The Coordination Board develops recommendations for the Supportive State Policy and a draft Strategic Action Plan (2021-2025), which includes: all required actions for returning the element back to the wheat growing communities, places of origin, healthy food systems; regenerating and maintaining sowing, growing, harvesting, storing and baking customs and traditions; informing of the public and improvement of their awareness;

•
Coordination board will also be responsible for coordination, intergovernmental communication and the Strategic Action Plan implementation monitoring.

Expected results:

•
The Supportive State Policy and Strategic Action Plan (2021-2025) for safeguarding the element are elaborated by 2020;

•
The Coordination Board is established and operates from 2019. It is a mechanism for informed decision-making, coordinated actions, communication and implementation monitoring;

•
The State and other resources, financial and human, are mobilized for the Strategic Action Plan implementation. The State Budget considers support to implement the wheat culture safeguarding plan from 2021.  

Implementers: government and non-government organizations, experts, element bearers, wheat growers’ community.

•
The Parliament Committees: Agrarian Issues, Environment Protection and Natural Resources, Economics and Economic Policies;

•
Ministry of Environment Protection and Agriculture of Georgia, its Agriculture Scientific research Center; Logistics and Services Agency; Projects Implementation Agency;

•
Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of Georgia, its National Agency for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Georgia;

•
Patriarchy of Georgia;

•
Seed producer company ‘Firm Lomtagora’;

•
Georgian Wheat Growers Association;

•
Association of Biological Farmers ‘Elkana’;

•
Georgian Farmers Association;

•
Sector specialists;

•
Wheat growers’ community.

Additional information: agreement among the stakeholders on the formation of the Coordination Board is achieved in spring 2019; the Coordination Board provides recommendations for the Supportive State Policy and a draft Strategic Action Plan in 2020; after approval of the Strategic Action Plan (2021-2025), implementation by the relevant agencies will start in 2021.

Implementation terms: 2019 – 2021 – 2025

Proposed budget: 70,000 $ 

2. Baseline survey of the element’s present spread and conditions:

•
Assess and document the current spread and conditions of the element in the fields all over Georgia, describe  and record the related customs, rituals, traditions still practiced; use collected data to create a renewable geo-info-database.

Expected results: the element’s geo-info-database is created, reliable information regarding the element’s current spread, condition, growers is collected and systematized in the database, which is used for drafting the Strategic Action Plan. The baseline information is also used for the results evaluation in 2024-2025.

Implementers: government and non-government organizations, sector experts, wheat growers’ community.

•
Ministry of Environment protection and Agriculture, its Scientific research Center; Logistics and Services Agency, Projects Implementation Agency; Information- Consultation Centers at the municipalities;

•
Georgian Wheat Growers Association;

•
Association of Biological Farmers “Elkana”;

•
Georgian Farmers Association;

•
Local wheat growers’ communities;

•
Ilia State University of Georgia;

•
Georgian Agrarian University;

•
Shota Rustaveli National Scientific Fund;

•
Samtskhe-Javakheti State University;

•
Telavi State University;

•
Gori State University;

•
Local History and Ethnography Museums in the following regions: Oni, Ambrolauri, Dedoplistskaro, Kvareli, Lagodekhi, Sagarejo, Tetritskaro, Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Akhaltsikhe, Aspindza, Adigeni, Akhalkalaki, Dusheti.

Additional information: Agriculture Scientific-Research Center will be responsible to create, update and manage the geo-info-database. Other stakeholders: sector NGOs, wheat growers’ community, universities and museums will participate in the implementation and coordination of the above activities. The ‘Georgian Wheat Growers Association’ is already assessing heritage wheat related issues is Georgia.  The baseline survey is a vital tool for elaborating informed Supportive State Policy and drafting Strategic Action Plan in 2020; therefore the first phase of the survey has to start in 2019, it should be regularly updated all the way through implementation up to 2024, to analyze results and adjust action plans.

Implementation terms: 2020-2024

Proposed budget: 50,000 $

3. Wheat Culture in Georgia – conservation of endemic species and landraces, related activities customs and traditions (includes safeguarding, dissemination and sustainable utilization) 

•
Provide State support for the development of heritage wheat seed farms and in-situ collections;

•
Reproduce up to 200 samples (landraces) out of 500 samples kept at the gene-bank of the Agriculture Scientific-Research Center and select the best for seed material;

•
Provide State support to the heritage wheat growers to expand fields, improve quality, and create in-situ collections, especially for growing endemic species in the places of origin, high mountain tourist zones. Stimulate the small and medium farmers, wheat growers’ communities by providing seeds and supporting them to grow and sell their production. 

•
Conduct working meetings, seminars, farm demonstration days, professional trainings for wheat growers and bakers with participation of the government, non-government and private organizations, communities;

•
Provide State support to restore and maintain traditions related to heritage wheat, custom rules including stone mills, traditional and ritual bread baking and related activities.

Expected results: all five endemic varieties of Georgian wheat and selected landraces are regenerated and disseminated; seed material is available to the wheat grower households, farmers and communities; demand on heritage wheat is increased, wheat field area is increased by 20%-30%; food security indicator is improved; Georgian wheat culture and related customs are revived in the areas where wheat fields are regenerated. Local communities, municipalities, museums, state and non-state organizations, private sector and donor organizations are involved in the process.

Implementers:
•
Ministry of Environment Protection and Agriculture;

•
Agriculture Scientific-research Centre;

•
Agriculture Logistics and Services Agency; 

•
Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports;

•
National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation;

•
Information-consultation centers of the Ministry of Agriculture in the municipalities;

•
Municipalities - traditional wheat growing areas;

•
Patriarchy of Georgia; 

•
Element bearers; 

•
Seed and wheat grower farmers, households and communities;

•
Association of Biological Farmers “Elkana”;

•
Georgian Wheat Growers Association;

•
Georgian Farmers Association;

•
Local Museums;

•
Seed producer company ‘Firm Lomtagora’. 
Additional information: conservation of the Georgian endemic species and landraces, high quality seed material production and dissemination and enhancement of wheat fields will ensure the restoration of customs and traditions related to Georgian Wheat Culture,  it will improve livelihoods of local farmers and communities, and  will maintain cultural and agro-biodiversity, and introduce healthy food systems.

Implementation terms: 2021-2025 (first stage)

Proposed budget: 250,000 $

4. Support scientific activities related to the element

Support relevant research to improve conservation of the wheat endemic species and landraces in situ (in the field, places of origin) and ex situ (gene-banks, live collections) and ensure their use in the healthy food systems. 

•
Conduct targeted and coordinated scientific-research works, including genetic, laboratory, bio-chemical etc. for safeguarding wheat culture in Georgia;

•
Publish results of the scientific research in the national and international periodicals, present them at the conferences;

•
Support conservation of wheat collections (ex situ) endemic and wild species at the demonstration fields of the scientific-research institutes;

•
Support research and registration in the National Catalogue of the traditions, customs, tools related to the wheat culture in Georgia;

•
Support participation of the scientists and researchers, engaged in the element’s conservation process, at the international and national conferences, scientific forums, to raise profile of the wheat culture in Georgia.

Expected result: solid scientific basis is created for conservation of heritage wheat. Publications and presentations of the scientific research, analysis and results, helped to disseminate accurate information about Georgian heritage wheat, to raise profile and awareness inside and outside of the country. 

Implementer:

•
Agriculture Scientific-Research Center;

•
Georgian Agrarian University

•
Ilia State University;

•
Institute of Botanic of Ilia State University;

•
National Academy of Science of Georgia;

•
National Museum of Georgia;

•
Municipal museums; 

Additional information: The scientific-research work on heritage wheat in Georgia has been insitigated by the archaeological discoveries during the last decades; it has also increased the interest of international researchers in Georgian wheat and its evolution. However, this research is not coordinated and in spite of good results, it is not able to contribute to safeguarding process. The Strategic Action Plan will define relevant research activities, which will be coordinated and targeted. The interest of communities, wheat growers, bearers of wheat culture, state institutions, will grow through communication of the research results.

Implementation terms: 2021-2025
Proposed budget: 60,000$

5. Information dissemination to raise awareness and profile for safeguarding wheat culture in Georgia:

•
Information including textual and visual material will be regularly prepared and disseminated on wheat culture in Georgia to facilitate  knowledge transfer and awareness raising, in conjunction and  with the participation of the government, non-government and private organizations;

•
Wheat Growers Association will create and activate a web site: Georgian Heritage Grain;

•
Youth will be invited to participate in safeguarding activities, awareness raising campaigns, etc. together with the local communities, non-government organizations, museums, municipalities; 

•
An annual  wheat and bread festival will be organized in collaboration with the scientific conference,  with government, non-government and private sector support; 

•
Translation of Georgian scientists and researchers’ relevant works into English and their presentation at international conferences and forums with the support of government, non-government and private organizations.

Expected results: local communities and the public in general support and participate in the element’s safeguarding measures; an increased demand for bread baked with heritage wheat; diversity of Georgian bread and traditional baking methods are restored in the households and communities. Georgia is acknowledged as the bread and wine country internationally, and consequently there is an increase in researchers and tourists. 

Implementer:

•
Agriculture Scientific-Research Centre;

•
Municipalities and their Agriculture Information-Consultation Centers;

•
Local community, wheat grower farmers;

•
Local vocational education institutions;

•
Tbilisi Open Air Ethnographic Museum;

•
Museums in the regions, among them in: Oni, Ambrolauri, Dedoplistskaro, Kvareli, Lagodekhi, Sagarejo, Tetritskaro, Mtskheta-Mtianeti, Akhaltsikhe, Aspindza, Adigeni, Akhalkalaki, Dusheti.

•
National Agency for Protection of Cultural Heritage of Georgia;

•
Institute of History and Ethnology of Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University; 

•
Institute of Botanic of Ilia University of Georgia;

•
Georgian Agrarian University;

•
Public Broadcaster and local mass media;

•
Georgian Wheat Growers Association;

•
Association of Biological Farmers “Elkana”;

•
Georgian Farmers Association.

Additional information: within the unified Communication Strategy, elaborated by the Coordination Board, the participating organizations perform the planned activities. The Agriculture Scientific-Research Centre will be in charge of coordination together with other main stakeholders.

The current live collections of wheat endemic species and landraces should be relocated to the Tbilisi Open Air Ethnographic Museum where sowing, harvesting and other related activities can be demonstrated; exhibitions, bread festivals and  other events can be held there. Municipal museums will develop special projects with participation of the local youth and community to restore customs and traditions related to wheat culture (the first farrow blessing, mutual social support, bread baking, etc.).

Implementation terms: 2021-2025

Proposed budget: 75,000 $
Total budget for the element safeguarding in 2020-25: 505,000$

	3.c.
Competent body(ies) involved in safeguarding the element 
Provide the name, address and other contact information of the competent body(ies), and if applicable, the name and title of the contact person(s), responsible for the local management and safeguarding of the element.

	Name of the body:

Georgian Wheat Growers Association
Name and title of the contact person:

Asmat Meskhi, Chairparson of the Governing Board 
Address:

2 Shatberashvili Street, apartment 15, Tbilisi 0179, Georgia
Telephone number:

+995 599 539003
Email address:

geowheatgrowers@gmail.com
Other relevant information:

meskhi.lali@yahoo.com


	4.
Community participation and consent in the nomination process 

	For Criterion U.4, States shall demonstrate that ‘the element has been nominated following the widest possible participation of the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed consent’.

	4.a.
Participation of communities, groups and individuals concerned in the nomination process

Describe how the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned have actively participated in preparing the nomination at all stages, including in terms of the role of gender.

States Parties are encouraged to prepare nominations with the participation of a wide variety of all parties concerned, including, where appropriate, local and regional governments, communities, non-governmental organizations, research institutes, centres of expertise and others. States Parties are reminded that the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals whose intangible cultural heritage is concerned are essential participants throughout the conception and preparation of nominations, proposals and requests, as well as the planning and implementation of safeguarding measures, and are invited to devise creative measures to ensure that their widest possible participation is built in at every stage, as required by Article 15 of the Convention.
Not fewer than 300 or more than 500 words

	Participation of the wheat culture bearers, relevant associations, groups and farmers was ensured in the nomination preparation process by their initiative and interest. The initial discussions on safeguarding the element started in 2016 upon the initiative of the Agriculture Logistics and Services Agency and the Georgian Wheat Growers Association. The joint working group was formed to prepare necessary documentation for ICH registration, ensure coordination and communication among all interested individuals and groups. As a result, ‘Georgian Wheat Culture’ was registered as an element of intangible cultural heritage (Order No: 02/50 07.09 by General Director, National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation) in September 2018, in the State Registry of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Georgia. 

The working group has however continued its work to initiate still higher level of protection and proposed the nomination of the element to the List of Urgent Safeguarding of UNESCO. The element bearers have specified main risks and problems related to the heritage wheat cultivation and utilization; the wheat growing communities, acknowledging the heritage wheat as an important part of their culture and identity, called for supportive state policy. The Government of Georgia, as an immediate measure for safeguarding, granted the Georgian Wheat Culture the ranking of National Category in March 2019 (the Government of Georgia resolution #143, 25.03.2019). 

The National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation has formed an inter-agency group to ensure communication and coordination among all stakeholders in the process of preparation of the nomination dossier (about 30 meetings held in 2018-2019). The Safeguarding Action Plan was also drafted and agreed among the stakeholder as a result of the joint work. 

In the process of nomination, public participation was set as priority. Social networks/media, forums have been intensively used, regular meetings conducted with interested groups, individuals, communities, and youth in Tbilisi and in the regions to obtain their free and informed consent for nomination. The process was highlighted by the public TV and Radio; the nomination was supported by the representatives of the municipalities, private companies, associations, education institutions, wheat growing communities and families, other element bearers, activists, etc.

	4.b.
Free, prior and informed consent to the nomination

The free, prior and informed consent to the nomination of the element from the community, group or, if applicable, individuals concerned may be demonstrated through written or recorded concurrence, or through other means, according to the legal regimen of the State Party and the infinite variety of communities and groups concerned. The Committee will welcome a broad range of demonstrations or attestations of community consent in preference to standard or uniform declarations. Evidence of free, prior and informed consent shall be provided in one of the working languages of the Committee (English or French), as well as in the language of the community concerned if its members use languages other than English or French.

Attach to the nomination form information showing such consent and indicate below what documents you are providing, how they were obtained, and what form they take. Indicate also the gender of the people providing their consent.
Not fewer than 150 or more than 250 words

	The Georgian Wheat Growers Association and the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia collected hundreds of support letters for the Georgian Wheat Culture nomination on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. The joint inter-agency working group members disseminated information in the local communities, municipalities, education institutions, museums, etc. The support letters were collected from various regions, farmers, bread bakers, non-government and private organizations (see annexed). 

The Agriculture Scientific Research Centre and the Municipal Information-Consultation Centres of the Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection readily helped with communication and coordination; they offered infrastructure and other resources for working meetings, professional training and consultation, information dissemination. NGOs, private companies, government agencies, experts and researchers, wheat growers and users alike  - all provided free and informed consent letters and participated in the nomination process in various ways.  

Nomination is accompanied with the support letters from the following key organizations: Georgian Wheat Growers Association, Association of Biologic Farmers ‘Elkana’, Georgian Farmers Association, Agriculture Scientific Research Center, Institute of Botanic of the Ilia State University, National Youth Palace, the Patriarchate of Georgia, seed producer ‘Lomtagora’, bakery “Mzetamze’, etc.

In addition, the petition was open for signature online on the facebook page 'Heritage Grain'.

	4.c.
Respect for customary practices governing access to the element

Access to certain specific aspects of intangible cultural heritage or to information about it is sometimes restricted by customary practices enacted and conducted by the communities in order, for example, to maintain the secrecy of certain knowledge. If such practices exist, demonstrate that the inscription of the element and implementation of the safeguarding measures would fully respect such customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage (cf. Article 13 of the Convention). Describe any specific measures that might need to be taken to ensure such respect.

If no such practices exist, please provide a clear statement that there are no customary practices governing access to the element in at least 50 words.

Not fewer than 50 or more than 250 words 

	Element is open for all (including children) and there are no access limitations (whether religious, ethnical or other); evidence to this is its dissemination in all regions of Georgia (including areas settled with religious and ethnical minorities). Georgian Wheat Culture, including wheat growing, harvesting, storage, baking, using it for religious, medicinal or other purposes does not contain any secret knowledge and it is available for all interested parties or persons. There are no obstacles or limitations to formal and informal transfer of the Georgian Wheat Culture related traditions; any interested person has access to the knowledge and skills related to the Georgian Wheat Culture, relevant literature and scientific materials.


	4.d.
Community organization(s) or representative(s) concerned

Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or representative, or other non-governmental organization, that is concerned with the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering committees, etc.:
a. Name of the entity

b. Name and title of the contact person

c. Address

d. Telephone number

e. Email

f. Other relevant information

	1.Georgian Wheat Growers Association

Asmat Meskhi, Founder and Chairperson of the Govrrning Board

2 Shatberashvili Street, apartment 15, Tbilisi 0179,Georgia

+995 599539003

geowheatgrowers@gmail.com

2. Biological Farming Association Elkana

Mariam Jorjadze, Director

61 Gazapkhuli street, Ttbilisi 0177, Georgia

tel/fax: +995 32 253 64 86/87

e-mail: biofarm@elkana.org.ge
3. Sceintifi Research Centre of Agriculture 

Levan Ujmajuridze, Director

6,Marshal Gelovani ave, Tbilisi 0159; Georgia 

Phone: 2 05 35 00 

E-mail: info@srca.gov.ge 

	5.
Inclusion of the element in an inventory

	For Criterion U.5, States shall demonstrate that the element is identified and included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), in conformity with  Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. 
The inclusion of the nominated element in an inventory should not in any way imply or require that the inventory(ies) should have been completed prior to nomination. Rather, the submitting State(s) Party(ies) may be in the process of completing or updating one or more inventories, but have already duly included the nominated element in an inventory-in-progress.
Provide the following information: 
(i) Name of the inventory(ies) in which the element is included:
‘Georgian Wheat Culture’ was awarded the status of intangible cultural heritage monument (Order No: 02/50 07.09 by General Director, National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation in Georgia) in September 2018, it was registered in the State Inventory (Registry) of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Georgia. The registry can be found online www.heritagesites.ge 

The Government of Georgia acknowledged Georgian Wheat Culture- an important part of Georgian culture and identity and awarded the status of National Category, in March 2019 (Government of Georgia resolution #143, 25.03.2019).
The both decisions are published in the Legislative Herald of Georgia official website https://matsne.gov.ge.
(ii) Name of the office(s), agency(ies), organization(s) or body(ies) responsible for maintaining and updating that (those) inventory(ies), both in the original language, and in translation when the original language is not English or French:
National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia is responsible for maintaining and updating the inventory of intangible cultural heritage in Georgia.
(iii) Reference number(s) and name(s) of the element in relevant inventory(ies):
Georgian Wheat Culture - endemic species and landraces 

Inventory No 43 (by the order 02/50 07.09.2018)
(iv) Date of inclusion of the element in the inventory(ies) (this date should precede the submission of this nomination):
07.09.2018
(v) Explain how the element was identified and defined, including how information was collected and processed, ‘with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations’ (Article 11.b) for the purpose of inventorying, including reference to the roles of the gender of the participants. Additional information may be provided to demonstrate the participation of research institutes and centres of expertise (max. 200 words).

The Georgian Wheat Growers Association and Agriculture Logistics and Services Agency assessed needs and problems of the Georgian Wheat Culture, consulted with the element bearers, wheat growers, communities, researchers, NGOs, Biofarmers Association Elkana, Institute of Botanic, Agriculture Scientific Research Center, seed producer company ‘Firm Lomtagora’, and others. It was obvious that the wheat culture is endangered and needs urgent preservation. The Georgian Wheat Growers Association working with about 100 wheat growers from various regions of Georgia, is well aware of the problems associated with the element. 

Since 2006, in response to the Patriarch’s call, more small farmers, families and communities are interested to revitalize heritage wheat species. However, lack of supporting programmes, seed material, fading out traditions of baking, etc., are obstacles for restoring the element. The element identification became possible after identification of these problems and challenges. 
(vi) Explain how the inventory(ies) is(are) regularly updated, including information on the periodicity and modality of the updating. The updating is understood not only as adding new elements but also as revising existing information on the evolving nature of the elements already included therein (Article 12.1 of the Convention) (max. 100 words).
According to the state regulations for the element’s inclusion in the state inventory (registry) and status awarding, the initiative group completes a special registration card providing information about element type, bearers, functions, social importance, geographical spread and other aspects. The National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation submits the completed registration card to the intangible cultural heritage section expert group (bearers, experts, scientists, ethnologists). They provide comments and recommendations the element and awarding the status. The National Agency staff, in close cooperation with the element bearers, time after time collect information about the current status of the element and update the State Inventory (Registry). 
(vii) Documentary evidence shall be provided in an annex demonstrating that the nominated element is included in one or more inventories of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention. Such evidence shall include, at least, the name of the element, its description, the name(s) of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned, their geographic location and the range of the element.   
a. If the inventory is available online, provide hyperlinks (URLs) to pages dedicated to the nominated element (max. four hyperlinks in total, to be indicated in the box below). Attach to the nomination print-outs (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) of the relevant sections of the content of these links. The information should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
b. If the inventory is not available online, attach exact copies of the texts (no more than ten standard A4 sheets) concerning the element included in the inventory. These texts should be translated if the language used is not English or French. 
Indicate the materials provided and – if applicable – the relevant hyperlinks:
Please see Georgian Wheat Culture Inventory card (short version in English) in annex N8


	6.
Documentation 

	6.a.
Appended documentation (mandatory)

The documentation listed below is mandatory and will be used in the process of evaluating and examining the nomination. The photographs and video will also be helpful for visibility activities if the element is inscribed. Tick the following boxes to confirm that related items are included with the nomination and that they follow the instructions. Additional materials other than those specified below cannot be accepted and will not be returned. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence of the consent of communities, along with a translation into English or French if the language of community concerned is not English or French
 FORMCHECKBOX 

documentary evidence demonstrating that the nominated element is included in an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage present in the territory(ies) of the submitting State(s) Party(ies), as defined in Articles 11.b and 12 of the Convention; such evidence shall include a relevant extract of the inventory(ies) in English or in French, as well as in the original language, if different

 FORMCHECKBOX 

ten recent photographs in high definition

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the photographs (Form ICH-07-photo)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

edited video (from five to ten minutes), subtitled in one of the languages of the Committee (English or French) if the language utilized is not English or French

 FORMCHECKBOX 

grant(s) of rights corresponding to the video recording (Form ICH-07-video)

	6.b.
Principal published references (optional)

Submitting States may wish to list, using a standard bibliographic format, principal published references providing supplementary information on the element, such as books, articles, audiovisual materials or websites. Such published works should not be sent along with the nomination.

Not to exceed one standard page.

	Bregadze N. (2004) Georgia – independent center of agriculture; Tb. 

Dekaprelevich L.L. (1942) Role of Georgia in origination of wheat varieties. Bulletin of the Academy of Sciene of Georgian SSR, v.3, №2

Dubcovsky J, Dvorak J (2007) Genome plasticity a key factor in the success of polyploidy wheat under domestication. Science 316:1862–1866

Dvorak J, Luo MC, Yang ZL, Zhang HB (1998) The structure of the Aegilops tauschii genepool and the evolution of hexaploid wheat. Theor Appl Genet 97:657–670

Gogniashvili M, Naskidashvili P, Bedoshvili D, Kotorashvili A,Kotaria N, Beridze T (2015) Complete chloroplast DNA sequences of Zanduri wheat (Triticum spp.). Genet Resour Crop Evol 62:1269–1277. doi:10.1007/s10722-015-0230-x

Hamon C. (2008) From Neolithic to Chalcolithic in the Southern Caucasus: Economy and Macrolithic Implements from Shulaveri-Shomu Sites of Kwemo-Kartli (Georgia). Paléorient, vol. 34.2: 85-135. 

Kihara H. 1944. Discovery of the DD-analyser, one of the ancestors of Triticum vulgare (Japanese). Agriculture and Horticulture (Tokyo) 19:13–14 Ivelishvili T. (1967) „Folk cuisine“. 

Maisaia I., Shanshiashvili T., Rusishvili N. (2005) Agrarian culture of Colchis, “Metsniereba”, Tbilisi 

Mellaart, J. 1975. The Neolithic of the Near East. Thames and Hudson, London

Naskidashvili P., Naskidashvili I., Naskidashvili M., Ghughunishvili G., Lobzhanidze D., Loladze T., Gakharia N. (2013) Georgian Wheat and Plant Selection Work. Mtsignobari

Pruidze L., Maisaia I., Sikharulidze Sh., Tavartkiladze M. (2016) Our Daily Bread, Book II; Georgia, the ancient center of agriculture; Tb

Javakhishvili Iv., (1930) Economic History of Georgia. Book I, Publisher “Georgian Book”, Tiflis

Sohail Q, Shehzad T, Kilian A, Eltayeb AE, Tanaka H. and Tsujimoto H (2012) Development of diversity array technology (DArT) markers for assessment of population structure and diversity in Aegilops tauschii. Breeding Science 62: 38–45. doi:10.1270/jsbbs. 62.38

Menabde V.L., Eritsyan A.A. (1960) Study of Georgian wheat “Zanduri”, Bulletin of the Academy of Science of GSSR, v. 25, №6, Tbilisi

Mosulishvili M., Bedoshvili D., I. Maisaia. A consolidate list of Triticum species and varieties of Georgia to promote repatriation of local diversity from foreign genebanks. Annales of Agrarian Science. 15: 61-70. 2017

Aegilops tauschii single nucleotide polymorphisms shed light on the origins of wheat D-genome genetic diversity and pinpoint the geographic origin of hexaploid wheat. New Phytol 198:925–937

Rusishvili N.Sh. (1988) Fossile varieties of wheat inthe territory of Georgia. Flora, Geo-btanic and paleo-botanic, issue I.  Chisenau  “Shtiintsa”  

Sinskaia E.N. (1969) Historical geography of cultivated flora. L. Vavilov N.I. (1926) Cnters of origination of the cultivated plants // Works in Applied botanic and Plant Selection. 1926. v. 16. № 2. 

https://sputnik-georgia.com/reviews/20160721/232790976.html

http://www.vinoge.com/samzareulo/zanduri-ifqli-TavTuxi-da-qarTuli-xorblis-istoria

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49dknBjB5ro

	7.
Signature(s) on behalf of the State(s) Party(ies)

	The nomination should be signed by an official empowered to do so on behalf of the State Party, and should include his or her name, title and the date of submission.

In the case of multinational nominations, the document should contain the name, title and signature of an official of each State Party submitting the nomination.

	Name:

Mikheil Batiashvili
Levan Davitashvili
Title:
Minister of Education Science, Culture and Sport
Minister of Environment Protection and Agriculture of Georgia
Date:
28 March 2019
Signature:
<signed>
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