


Consultation Statistics

2003-1984 1983-1954
Malta Gozo Total Malta Gozo Total 16-35 36-65 65 + Undefined Total

Marsaxlokk- San Girgor Feast - National  Cultural  Event 39 1 0 40 27 0 0 27 15 30 16 6 67
Birkirkara - Community Event 105 6 0 111 8 0 0 8 28 67 24 0 119

52 0 0 52 28 0 0 28 8 38 28 6 80
52 0 0 52 28 0 0 28 8 38 28 6 80

Total Number of Participants 80
Total Number of Female Participants 28
Total Number of Male Participants 52
Total Number of ages 16-35 8
Total Number of ages 36-65 38
Total Number of ages 65+ 28
Total Number of undefined age 6
Total Number of Participants  - MALTA 80
Total Number of Participants - GOZO 0
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Attivita’ u Diskussjoni għall-Komunita’  

dwar in-nominazzjoni tal-Għana għal fuq il-Lista Rappreżentattiva tal-UNESCO dwar  

il-Wirt Kulturali Intanġibbli tal-Umanita’. 
 

AActivity & Community Meeting  
to discuss Nomination of Għana on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 

Il- Ħadd 8 ta’ Diċembru 2019 
fis-Sala Juventutis Domus fiż-Żejtun fid-disgħa ta’ filgħodu. 

Sunday 8th December at Juventutis Domus Hall, Żejtun at 9.00am  

 

PROGRAMM – PROGRAMME 

9.00 Dħul fis-sala / Ħin għall-Kafe’  
 (Admission to Hall / Coffee Break) 
9.30 Introduzzjoni 
 (Introduction) 
9.45 Filmat tal-UNESCO u spjegazzjoni minn Dr. Jean-Paul Baldacchino ta’ l-applikazzjoni 

tal-Għana Malti 
 (Presentation of draft video & nomination application to UNESCO) 
10.15 Diskussjoni miftuħa għal dawk preżenti 
 (Open discussion) 
11.00 Għana mill-Għannejja - 3 Gruppi 
 (Għana from 3 groups) 
 

Is-sehem tiegħek hu importanti! 

Your feedback is very important! 

www.ichmalta.org 

25674340 – 25674210 

Matul din il-laqgħa ser jittieħdu xi filmati u ritratti. 

(This event will be filmed and photographed.) 

WIRT KULTURALI 
INTANĠIBBLI 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
L-GĦANA MALTI 
Maltese Għana 



















25 ta' Frar 2020 

Mr Zeppi Spagnol 

72, 'Ave Maria', 

Triq il-Falkunier, 

Zejtun 

Nominazzjoni gnall-Gnana Malti biex titnizzel fil-Lista Rapprezenattiva tal

Wirt Kulturali Intangibbli tal-UNESCO 

Jiena Zeppi Spagnol, bdejt ngnanni 7,uandi, kont ngnaddi minn ndejn il-nanut ta' Gulin 

ta' Kustanza fii-Zejtun, fejn kienet issir l-Gnana fis-snin namsin u erbgnin, u kienet 

togngobni. Imbagnad meta kbirt ftit bdejt indoqq gnand Gulin ta' Kustanza. Il-nwienet 

fii-Zejtun mill-pjazza 'l isfel, f dawk ii-iminijet kollha kien ikollhom l-Gnana. Wara 

bdejt ngnanni jien ukoll fil-nwienet, kif ukoll fil-Karnival ta' Iial-Gnaxaq u fl-Imnarja. 

Il-mara tiegni Rose Spagnol, ukoll tgnanni, l-Gnana tal-Banju, u t-tifla Janice Debona 

kienet tgnanni u ddoqq il-kitarra imma waqfet minnabba l-familja. It-tifel tiegni Kevin 

Spagnol huwa wkoll Prim Kitarrist. 

Jien nippreferi l-fattijiet gnax innossni aktar addattat gnall-fatt milli gnall-Ispirtu 

Front. Biex tikteb fatt l-ewwel trid tagnmel ricerka ta' storja, gnax fatt irid ikun ibbaiat 

fuq fatti vera. Fatt ma niktbux f darba, imma nibqa' nirranga fiha u naf indum gimgna 

ndawwar fil-kliem. Gnamilt fatti twal, anke sa siegna imma normalment idumu sa xi 

nofs siegna. Fatt normalment jitgnanna minn gnannej wiened fuq tliet kordi - sol, la u 

do, fuq kitarra tal-prejjem. 
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Jien nanseb li l-Gliana f Malta tibqa', gnalkemm mhux kull min gnandu t-talent ta' l

gnana monbi go fin, ikun kapaci jonorgu. Imma nemmen li t-talent ikun diga gol

persuna; tista titgnallem tesprimiha imma jekk ma' tkunx go fik gnalxejn. L-aktar naga 

mportanti li gnannej jidra huwa kif jaqbad mal-kitarri, l-gnana ma' tistax tisma' l

kitarri gfzalihom mhux f sinkronizazzjoni mal-gnannej, gnax ma jinstemax sabitz. 

Hawn ukoll min jikteb biss l-Gnana tal-Fatt u ma' jghannix; u biex tikteb l-Gtzana trid 

tkun poeta'. L-Gnana tal-Fatt biex tkun bicca ghana tajba trid tmisslek qalbek. Jekk 

ma' nnossnix ser nibki jien stess wat li ngtzannieha, ma' ntzossx li kienet ghanja tajba. 

Mehmuia ma' din l-ittra hija bicca Ghana Fatt miktuba minni fuq din l-applikazzjoni 

tal-UNESCO. 

Nixtiequ nafna li din it-tradizzjoni Maltija tlcun rikonoxxuta. 

Grazzi, 

Su~ZeppiSpagnol 

(Gtzannej tal-Fattijiet u Kitarrist) 

Kitarrista) 

Pox_ SrC<-yJiJ', 
Sinjura Rose Spggnol 

(Mara ta' Zeppi u Ghannejja) 

~O~f\~ . 

Sinjura Janice Debono 

(Bint Zeppi Spagnol, Ghannejja u 

Sur Kevin Spagnol 

(Iben Zeppi Spagnol, Prim Kaarrist) 
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25th February 2020 

Mr Zeppi Spagnol 
72, 'Ave Maria', 

Triq il-Falkunier, 
Zejtun 

I Zeppi Spagnol, started singing gliana on my own. I used to pass by Gulin ta' Kustanza's bar in 
Zejtun, where they used to sing Gliana in the forties and fifties, and I used to like it. Then when I 
grew up I started playing at Gulin ta' Kustanza's. All the bars in Zejtun south of the square, 
would have Gnana in those days. After I too started singing gliana in the bars and during 
Carnival in Gnaxaq and during the feast of St Peter and St Paul (1-lmnarja). My wife Rose 
Spagnol, also sings Gnana in the Bathroom, and my daughter Janice Debona used to sing and 
play the guitar but she stopped because of having a family. My son Kevin Spagnol is also a 
Principal Guitarist. 

I prefer the 'Fatti' type of gnana because I feel more adept at that type than the 'Spirtu Pront' 
style. To write a Fatt you first have to research the story, because as the name implies the Fatt 
is based on real Facts. I do not write a Fatt in one sitting, I keep editing and I can take up to a 
week changing the words. I have written long 'Fatti', even of a whole hour, but normally they last 
about half an hour. The 'Fatt' is usually sung by a solo gliana singer on three chords - sol, la 
and do, on a 'prejjem' guitar. 

I think th~t in Malta Gnana will remain, even though not everyone who has the talent for gnana 
hidden inside him, is able to express it. But I believe that talent has to be present in the person; 
you can learn to express it but if it is not already within you, it's useless. The most important 
thing that an gnana singer needs to get used to is how to agree with the guitars, in gliana you 
cannot hear the guitars on their own, not in sync with the singer, because it won't sound nice. 

There are also those that only write '1-Gliana tal-Fatt' and doesn't sing; and to write Gliana you 
have to be a poet. For a piece of 'Gliana tal-Fatt' to be good it has to touch your heart. If I 
myself, don't feel like I'm about to cry when I sing it, I don't feel that it was a good piece. 

Attached to this letter please find a piece of 'Gnana tal-Fatt' which I wrote about this UNESCO 
application. 

We strongly hope that this Maltese tradition gets recognition. 

Thank you, 

SIMON BARTOLO 
Literary & Business Translator 

Content Writer & Editor 
s1mon,bartolo@Qlll1ll.com 



Mr. Zeppi Spagnol Mrs Janice Debono 
(Singer of 'Gliana tal-Fatt & Guitarist) (Zeppi's daughter, Gliana Singer and Guitarist) 

Mrs Rose Spagnol Mr Kevin Spagnol 
(Zeppi's wife, Gliana Singer) (Zeppi's son, Principal Guitarist) 
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Sabiex erba gnanjiet nikteb 

Ma ridx nafna tul ta nin 

Ha nibgnathom Iii UNESCO 

Li ma dinja imsemijin 

Jien cert illi 1-gnana jibqa 

Zgur illi ma jwaqfu qatt 

lmut jiena,u jilnaq ienor 

Da s-settur ma jmut qatt. 

L-Gnana hu donn fil-bniedem 

Da talent pjacir jatini 

U jienhsiebni nibqa ngnanni 

Sa kemm is-sanna tagntini 

ld-dinja dejjem hekk kienet 

Dan intom bnali tafun 

Oak Ii nallewna ta qabilna 

Lil ta warraja innallun 

Kemm jien dilettant tal-gnana 

Da delizzju miegni marbut 

Ha nnalli miktub biex jgnanulli 

lnkun mejjet go tebut. 

Versi miktuba minn Zeppi Spagnio/ dwar ii-UNESCO. 



Here I am, writing these verses 

It won't take me too much time 

I will send them to UNESCO 

They are known throughout the world 

I am certain that gbana will continue 

I can't be stopped, 

When I die there'll be another 

It will surely never die 

Ghana is a gift to mankind 

It's a talent that brings joy, 

I intend to keep on singing 

As long as I am alive 

It is the way of the world 

You know it's always been, 

What is left by those before us 

Needs to be left one more time 

I'm enthusiastic about gbana 

It's a pastime that I love 

I will leave behind me written 

That I want ghana when I die. 

Verses by Zeppi Spagniol regarding UNESCO 

Translator's note: no effort has been made to retain the beautiful rhyming pattern of this 'ghanja' 

in an attempt to preserve as much of the meaning of the original words as possible, without them 

being lost too much in translation. 

SIMON BARTOLO 
. & Business Translator Literary . 

Content Writer & Editor 
sJmon.lJa(tolo@9ffllU.com 



























































































Consultation Statistics
Community Consultation Meetings

2003-1984 1983-1954
Malta Gozo Total Malta Gozo Total 16-35 36-65 65 + Undefined Totals

26 1 0 27 7 0 0 7 7 7 16 4 34
Cospicua, Cottoner Gardens 108 1 1 110 54 0 0 54 26 95 36 7 164

88 0 0 88 82 0 0 82 22 96 43 9 170
63 6 3 72 34 3 4 41 21 63 20 9 113

Rabat (Gozo), Community Feast Event 19 70 3 92 12 32 1 45 24 64 40 9 137
77 1 1 79 69 0 1 70 22 91 32 4 149

381 79 8 468 258 35 6 299 122 416 187 42 767

Total Number of Participants 767
Total Number of Female Participants 299
Total Number of Male Participants 468
Total Number of ages 16-35 122
Total Number of ages 36-65 416
Total Number of ages 65+ 187
Total Number of undefined age 42
Total Number of Participants  - MALTA 639
Total Number of Participants - GOZO 114
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CONSULTATION 
MEETINGS 

_______________________ 
Posters & A endance 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Laqgħa ta’ diskussjoni 

għall-Komunita’  
dwar in-nominazzjoni għall-Għana 

għal fuq il-Lista Rappreżentattiva tal-
UNESCO dwar il-Wirt Kulturali 

Intanġibbli ta’ l-Umanita’. 

Consultation Meeting 

to discuss Nomination of Għana on the 
UNESCO Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity 

 

 

Din il-laqgħa ser issir waqt is-serata ta’ Għana li ser tiġi mtella’  

nhar il-Ġimgħa 21 ta’ Ġunju, fi Ġnien Kottoner, f’ Bormla. 
This meeting will be held during Għana Activity on Friday 21st June 2019, at 

Cottoner Gardens, Cospicua 

Is-sehem tiegħek hu importanti! 
Your feedback is important! 

 

www.ichmalta.org 

25674340 – 25674201 

Matul din il-laqgħa ser jittieħdu xi filmati. 

This meeting will be filmed. 

WIRT KULTURALI 
INTANĠIBBLI 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
L-GĦANA MALTI 
Maltese Għana 





































 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
CCommunity Meeting  

to discuss Nomination of Għana on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity 

Din il-laqgħa ser issir waqt is-serata ta’ Għanafest li ser tiġi mtella’  

nhar is-Sibt 22 ta’ Ġunju, fl-Argotti, il-Furjana. 
This meeting will be held during Għanafest on Saturday 22nd June, Argotti Gardens, 

Floriana. 
Is-sehem tiegħek hu importanti! 

Your feedback is very important! 
 

www.ichmalta.org 

25674340 – 25674201 

Matul din il-laqgħa ser jittieħdu xi filmati u ritratti. 

WIRT KULTURALI 
INTANĠIBBLI 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
L-GĦANA MALTI 
Maltese Għana 

Laqgħa ta’ 
diskussjoni għall-

Komunita’  

dwar in-nominazzjoni 
għall-Għana għal fuq il-
Lista Rappreżentattiva 

tal-UNESCO dwar il-Wirt 
Kulturali Intanġibbli ta’ l-

Umanita’. 







































 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Din il-laqgħa ser issir waqt is-serata ta’ Għana li ser tiġi mtella’  

nhar il-Ġimgħa 28 ta’ Ġunju u s-Sibt 29 ta’ Ġunju 2019,  

waqt il-Festa Annwali ta’ l-Imnarja, fil-Buskett. 
  

Community Meeting  
to discuss Nomination of Għana on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

This meeting will take place during the Għana event being held on Friday 28th June & Saturday 
29th June 2019, during Imnarja Feast, in Buskett. 

 

Is-sehem tiegħek hu importanti! 

Your feedback is very important! 
 

www.ichmalta.org 

25674340 – 25674210 

Matul din il-laqgħa ser jittieħdu xi filmati u ritratti. 

WIRT KULTURALI 
INTANĠIBBLI 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
L-GĦANA MALTI 
Maltese Għana 

Laqgħa ta’ 
diskussjoni għall-

Komunita’  

dwar in-nominazzjoni għall-
Għana għal fuq il-Lista 

Rappreżentattiva tal-UNESCO 
dwar il-Wirt Kulturali 

Intanġibbli ta’ l-Umanita’. 
 



























 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CCommunity Meeting  

to discuss Nomination of Għana on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity 

Din il-laqgħa ser issir waqt is-serata ta’ Għana li ser tiġi mtella’  

nhar il-Ġimgħa 13 ta’ Settembru 2019,fir-Rabat Għawdex. 
This meeting will be held during Għana event on Friday 13th  September 2019,  

at Rabat Gozo. 
Is-sehem tiegħek hu importanti! 

Your feedback is very important! 
 

 

 

 

www.ichmalta.org 

25674340 – 25674201 

  Matul din il-laqgħa ser jittieħdu xi filmati u ritratti. 

WIRT KULTURALI 
INTANĠIBBLI 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 
 
L-GĦANA MALTI 
Maltese Għana 

Laqgħa ta’ diskussjoni għall-Komunita’ 

dwar in-nominazzjoni għall-Għana għal fuq il-Lista Rappreżentattiva tal-UNESCO dwar il-
Wirt Kulturali Intanġibbli ta’ l-Umanita’. 

































                                              
 

       

CCommunity Meeting 
to discuss Nomination of Għana on the 

UNESCO Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity 

Din il-laqgħa ser issir waqt  
is-serata ta’ Għana  

li ser tiġi mtella’ 
nhar is-Sibt 14 ta’ Settembru 

2019, fl-Imtaħleb Malta. 
 

This meeting will be held  
during Għana event on  

Saturday 14th September 2019,  

at Mtaħleb Malta. 
Is-sehem tiegħek hu importanti! 

Your feedback is very important! 
 

 

 
 

www.ichmalta.org 

25674340 – 25674201 

Matul din il-laqgħa ser jittieħdu xi filmati u ritratti. 

Laqgħa ta’ diskussjoni għall-Komunita’ 

dwar in-nominazzjoni għall-Għana għal fuq il-Lista Rappreżentattiva tal-UNESCO dwar il-Wirt Kulturali 
Intanġibbli ta’ l-Umanita’. 

Wirt Kulturali       
Intanġibbli  
                                
L-Ġħana Malti 
 
Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 
                                            
Maltese Għana 
































	Initial community consent to nominate L-Għana to the Representative list (1.1)
	Specific consent for final nomination file (1.2)
	Individuals letters of consent from individual Għannnejja, patrons, guitarists and enthusiasts (1.3a)
	Collective letters of consent (1.3b)
	Consent letters from local councils (1.3c)
	Consent letters from related organizations (1.3d)
	Letters of support from competent bodies involve in safeguarding (1.3e)
	Community consultation sessions (1.4)



