
As some countr ies – part icularly in Asia and Europe
- begin to reopen their  cultural  inst i tut ions,  other
countr ies remain in lockdown. In almost every
country,  cultural  l i fe has taken a hit  in one way or
another,  in terms of both social  and economic
impact .  The pandemic has exposed some structural
vulnerabi l i t ies and inequal i t ies within and between
countr ies .  Within countr ies,  the pandemic has
further revealed inequal i t ies facing vulnerable
groups,  in part icular  women, indigenous peoples,
migrants and refugees,  and LGBTI groups,  including
in access to culture.
 
The precar ious nature of  the work of  art ists has
been made increasingly vis ible by this cr is is .  For
example,  the Arts Counci l  of  I reland announced this
week nine in ten art ists surveyed by the Arts
Counci l  have been impacted by the pandemic with
almost half  applying for the Government’s
emergency payment.  Meanwhile,  in Ethiopia,  a
survey carr ied out by the Music Associat ion,
showed that about 90% of musicians are working
privately and have no salary .  In Costa Rica – where
much of the cultural  sector operates in the informal
economy - a recent government survey est imated
that 12 .3% of art  workers surveyed l ive in a state of
poverty or extreme poverty,  which makes them
especial ly vulnerable to the effects of  the
pandemic.
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“TITANES”, A Social Inclusion Open Urban Art
Museum, Ciudad Real, Spain 2019



COVID-19 DOES NOT CARE WHO WE ARE, WHERE
WE LIVE, WHAT WE BELIEVE OR ABOUT ANY

OTHER DISTINCTION.  WE NEED EVERY OUNCE
OF SOLIDARITY TO TACKLE IT TOGETHER.

UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL ANTONIO GUTERRES
MAY 8, 2020,

At the internat ional  level ,  a clear i l lustrat ion of  inequal i t ies is  the use of
the internet for  ensuring the r ight to access culture,  the sale of  cultural
goods,  and the cont inuat ion of l iv ing her itage pract ices and creat iv i ty .  In
many parts of  the world,  use of digital  platforms has soared since
governments imposed restr ict ions on mobil i ty to curb the spread of the
virus.  Yet ,  access to digital  technologies is  not even everywhere.
According to the Broadband Commission,  some 46% of the global
populat ion remains off l ine:  the vast major i ty of  these est imated 3 .6 bi l l ion
people are in developing countr ies .

The need for greater understanding of cultural  diversity and for greater
dialogue in order to bui ld cohesive societ ies,  has also been thrown into
stark rel ief .  A recent report  by Human Rights Watch has shown that there
has been a sharp global  increase in ant i-Asian racism and xenophobia
around the world.  The UN Secretary-General ,  Antonio Guterres
furthermore denounced such ant i-Asian prejudice,  as well  as the spread
of ant i-Semit ic COVID-19-related conspiracy theories,  ant i-Musl im attacks
and the vi l i f icat ion of  migrants and refugees.

Banksy



ASSESSING THE IMPACT

Data  on  the  impact  of  the  COVID-19  pandemic  on  the  cul tura l  sector  i s
becoming more  complex  and voluminous  by  the  week .  The resul ts  o f
surveys  by  governments  and c iv i l  soc iety  groups  are  beg inn ing to  be
publ ished,  g iv ing  a  c learer  p ic ture  a t  the  loca l ,  nat ional ,  reg ional  and
internat ional  levels .
 
The la test  data  f rom the  UN Wor ld  Tour ism Organ izat ion  (UNWTO)
po ints  to  a  loss  of  67  mi l l ion  in ternat ional  a r r iva ls  and about  USD 80
bi l l ion  in  losses  for  the  f i rs t  quar ter  o f  2020 .  These f igures  could  mean
up to  120  mi l l ion  d i rect  tour ism jobs  at  r i sk ,  wh ich  a lso  has  an  impact
on people  work ing in  the  cul tura l  sector  and ar t i s ts '  mobi l i ty ,  inc lud ing
due to  the  cancel la t ion  of  fest iva ls .  However ,  there  remains
uncer ta in ty ,  depending on  the  evolut ion  of  the  pandemic .  UNWTO
models  three  scenar ios  of  the  impact  on  in ternat ional  tour ism f igures ,
depending on  the  dates  for  the  reopening of  in ternat ional  borders .  The
range var ies  f rom scenar io  1  ( -58%)  based on the  gradual  open ing of
in ternat ional  borders  and eas ing of  t ravel  rest r ic t ions  in  ear ly  Ju ly  to
scenar io  3  ( -78%)  for  such changes  in  ear ly  December .

Two recent  s tud ies  by  UNESCO and ICOM show that  near ly  90% of
museums around the  wor ld  are  c losed,  and 13% may never  reopen .  The
recent ly-publ ished resul ts  o f  the  Network  of  European Museum
Organ izat ions ,  show that  most  of  the  near ly  1 ,000 museums in  48
countr ies  surveyed expect  to  reopen in  May or  June but  that  the i r
operat ions  wi l l  be  qu i te  d i f ferent .  I t  shows that  three  out  of  ten
museums are  los ing  an  average of  20 ,300 euros  a  week ,  wh i ls t  la rger
museums and those in  tour is t ic  a reas  are  los ing  hundreds  of  thousands
of  euros  a  week –  amount ing  up to  70-80% of  the i r  budgets .  For  the
t ime be ing th is  has  not  yet  t rans lated in to  jobs  losses  for  permanent
staf f  for  the  museums of  th is  survey  but  3  out  of  5  museums have put
on hold  cont racts  wi th  f reelance workers .  

MANY WORLD HERITAGE SITES RELY LARGELY ON
INTERNATIONAL VISITORS AND SOME ARE NOW REOPENING TO

DOMESTIC AUDIENCES ONLY. 
 

HA LONG BAY IN VIET NAM IS OFFERING FREE ENTRY UNTIL THE
END OF MAY TO ENCOURAGE LOCALS TO 

REDISCOVER THEIR HERITAGE.



In  i t s  recent  assessment ,  the  In ternat ional
Labour  Organ izat ion  p laced workers  in  the
“ar ts ,  enter ta inment  and recreat ion ,  and
other  serv ices”  in  a  medium-h igh r i sk
category  (as  cer ta in  sectors  are  more
robust  than  others ) .  I t s  basel ine  data
est imates  that  a r t i s ts  and cul tura l  workers
make up 5 .4% of  the  g lobal  workforce .
Represent ing  US$2 ,250bn annual ly  and
near ly  30  mi l l ion  jobs  wor ldwide ,  accord ing
to  the  2015  “Cul tura l  T imes”  repor t ,  th is  i s  a
s ign i f icant  economic  sector .  Beyond the
economic  impl icat ions ,  the  ar ts  and cul ture
contr ibute  s ign i f icant ly  to  the  v ibrancy  of  a
soc iety  and prov ide  a  veh ic le  for  a l l
segments  of  soc iety  to  express  the i r
ident i t ies ,  cont r ibut ing  to  soc ia l  cohes ion
and in tercul tura l  d ia logue .

In  J o r da n ,  the  Royal  F i lm Commiss ion  has
launched a  shor t  f i lm compet i t ion  about
exper ience of  conf inement

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
The R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n  has
begun mak ing preparat ions

for  an  onl ine  cul tura l
marathon to  support

in ternat ional  cu l tura l
d ia logue

CREATIVITY FOR
SCIENCE
In  B r a z i l ,  the  UNESCO Creat ive
Ci ty  of  Des ign ,  Cur i t iba  has
mobi l i zed des ign  and innovat ion
experts  to  produce 3D-pr in ted
face sh ie lds  for  heal thcare
workers

In  C h i n a ,  Wuhan -  a  UNESCO
Creat ive  C i ty  of  Des ign  -  has
launched a  ca l l  for  graph ic
des igners  to  share  posters ,
i l lus t ra t ions ,  v ideos ,  ch i ldren ’s
pa int ings  and d ig i ta l  works  ra is ing
awareness  about  the  pandemic

In  B u r k i n a  F a s o ,  the  Min is t ry  of  Cul ture
has  a l located 10  mi l l ion  FCFA for  cu l tura l
actors  in  awareness-ra is ing  in i t ia t ives
through the  product ion  of  songs  and
sketches

ASSESSING THE IMPACT

AWARENESS RAISING

AWARENESS-RAISING

CREATIVITY AND CATHARSIS

EXAMPLES OF GLOBAL RESPONSE TO COVID-19

Stopgap Dance Company (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)



This year ’s  World Day for Cultural  Diversity for  Dialogue and
Development,  (21 May) wil l  be celebrated in the highly unusual
circumstances of a culture lockdown. Harnessing cultural  diversity ,  and
part icularly l inguist ic diversity ,  has been vital  for  tackl ing the global
pandemic at  the local  level .  Whilst  some countr ies around the world have
several  nat ional  languages due to their  mult i-ethnic populat ions,  many
other countr ies have diverse migrant populat ions also with several
languages.  Translators Without Boarders warns that terms such as “social
distancing” may not translate easi ly into some languages.  
 
The pandemic has also revealed the power of  culture in br inging
communit ies together in t imes of cr is is .  Through the safeguarding of
l iv ing her itage,  the l ive-streaming of a var iety of  f i lms,  concerts and other
performances,  or  the possibi l i ty to take a virtual  tour of  a World Heritage
site on the other s ide of the world,  this cr is is  has often harnessed an
increased appreciat ion for cultural  diversity .
 
Yet ,  i t  has also revealed fault-l ines in our communit ies .  Culture can be
the vehicle for new conversat ions to ensure that communit ies recover
more quickly and become stronger than before.  World Heritage s ites,
l iv ing her itage and cultural  expressions can al l  play a role in contr ibut ing
to more cohesive,  peaceful  societ ies through their  inclusive approach to
different groups.   As government pol ic ies begin to shift  f rom the
immediate health impact of  the current cr is is  to adaptat ions to a new
real i ty ,  culture wil l  inevitably play a role.

SPOTLIGHT ON.. .  SOCIAL INCLUSION AND CULTURE 

From the very start  of  the health cr is is ,  the Phil ippines'  Department of
Health has disseminated information on COVID-19 to a country that
speaks around 130 languages,  and mobil ised a network of  volunteer
interpreters .  Similarly ,  in Peru ,  the Ministry of  Culture,  prepared mater ials
in more than 20 languages of i ts  different indigenous populat ions that
were adapted to their  cultural  context .  Guatemala ,  Fij i  and Colombia
have also translated health-related mater ials into local  and indigenous
languages.  In Chad ,  some 80 troubadours ( tradit ional  story-tel lers)  are
travell ing to the remote areas of  the country where there is  l i t t le radio
coverage,  in order to raise awareness about health measures in local
languages.  Meanwhile,  in countr ies such as Niger ,  performing art ists have
come together to perform an awareness-rais ing song in the four nat ional
languages of the country .  The song,  ent i t led "Sogha" ,  is  also a mix of
tradit ional  instruments and modern musical  inf luences,  such as slammers.

CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY FOR PREVENTION
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The COVID-19 pandemic has led to increased instabi l i ty in the l ives of
migrants,  refugees and internally displaced people,  which are already
vulnerable groups.  In Belgium ,  in  the Flemish region,  work permits have
been granted to non-European Union migrants who were unable to return to
their  country of  or igin,  including art ists .  The Phil ippines’  National
Commission for Culture and the Arts is  set to give out PHP 4 mil l ion (US$
78,  872)  cash assistance to art ists and cultural  workers displaced by the
  pandemic,  pr ior i t is ing freelance art ists and cultural  workers without
regular income nor benefits .  The Resi l iArt  debate organized in  Yemen this
week,   also made an effort  to reach out to the diaspora populat ion,  in
recognit ion of  the fact that culture is  a source of resi l ience,  part icularly in
t imes of cr is is ,  whi lst  in  Palestine ,  art ist  Fidaa Al-Ladawi has been making
games and dolls in the form of the "corona virus" ,  target ing the chi ldren in
the Nusseirat  refugee camp to educate them about the pandemic.

In recognit ion that certain communit ies are especial ly vulnerable,  part icularly
indigenous and f ishing communit ies that rely on the informal economy or l ive
in marginal ised urban areas,  80 municipal i t ies in Ecuador received onl ine
training in safeguarding intangible cultural  her i tage in emergencies.  In
Denmark ,  the Ministry of  Culture and the Ministry of  Health and the Elderly
have announced a new agreement that provides DKK 10 mil l ion of  funding
dedicated to cultural  in i t iat ives for the elderly dur ing the cr is is ,  which is  open
to collaborat ions between cultural  and social  actors .  In the United Kingdom ,
the Arts Counci l  of  Northern Ireland and the University of  Atypical  have
announced a new fund specif ical ly for  D/deaf and disabled art ists in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak whilst  in Russia ,  a  fund has been
launched for museums and cultural  associat ions to carry out projects with
elderly,  people with no f ixed abode,  poor cit izens,  people with disabi l i t ies,
orphans,  and residents of  remote and inaccessible sett lements.  In Morocco ,
the Inst i tut  Français has launched a cal l  for  art ist ic projects that strengthen
social  cohesion.  In Montenegro ,  the City Theatre of  Podgorica,  is  organiz ing
the First  Internet Regional  Fest ival  of  Theatre special ly for  chi ldren offer ing a
range of regional  plays for the young audience.  Many women’s museums
around the world are cont inuing their  act iv i t ies,  such as the virtual  tours of
the Women’s Museum Ha Noi ,  Vietnam and the webinar ser ies on gender-
related topics of  Mexico City ’s  Women’s Museum, Mexico .  

WE CANNOT LET THIS HEALTH CRISIS BECOME A
CRISIS OF HUMANITY

MR NAURIS PUNTULIS, MINISTER OF CULTURE, LATVIA
UNESCO ONLINE MEETING OF MINISTERS OF CULTURE, 22 APRIL

MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
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LEAVING NO-ONE BEHIND
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SPOTLIGHT ON.. .  SOCIAL INCLUSION AND CULTURE 



FIND OUT MORE. . .

Art-Lab Special  Edit ion-UNESCO Webinar
22 May,  2020,  4.00 p.m. to 5.  p.m. (Paris-t ime)
 
To commemorate World Day for Cultural  Diversity for  Dialogue
and Development UNESCO, is  organiz ing a special  edit ion
webinar ent i t led “Art-Lab for Human Rights and Dialogue” in
response to COVID-19 and beyond.
Art  Lab dossier for  webinar
Join here
Password:  668978

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ibermuseums Panels:  museums, culture and heritage 
 
Webinars on the present and future of  museum inst i tut ions in
t imes of physical  distancing,  as part  of  the Resi l iArt  movement.
18 June  Museums and the publ ic in  t imes of cr is is  –
disseminat ion,  communicat ion,  accessibi l i ty ,  inclusion and
equity
16 July  Museums and terr i tory – reaff i rmation of the social  role
in t imes of pandemic
More information:  www.ibermuseos.org

International Day for Biological  Diversity -  22 May
 
Celebrated this year under the theme "Our solut ions are in
Nature" ,  UNESCO wil l  also explore the int imate l inkages between
biological  diversity and cultural  diversity .  Some World Heritage
propert ies are recognised specif ical ly for  their  biodiversity
values whilst  at  others,  including those managed by indigenous
peoples,  communit ies depend on nature-based l ivel ihoods.
 
For more information and l inks to the pre-recorded webinar
please cl ick here
 

Resil iArt  events around the world:
 
Thai land:  19,  26 May |  Namibia :  20,  26,  29 May |  Germany:  20 May
|  Cuba:  21 May |  Ghana:  21 May |  Kenya:  21 May |  India :  21 May |
Serbia :  21 May |  Republ ic of  Korea:  22 May |  Chad:  22 May |
Japan:  23 May |  Global :  Resi l iArt  Special  Edit ion:  #Don’tGoViral  :
25 May (Afr ica Day)  |  Mozambique:  26 May |  Car ibbean:  26 May |
Global :  Internat ional  Music Counci l  :  27 May |  Canada:  28 May,
10,  23 June,  7 July |  Canada:  8 June |  Iberoamerica:  Ibermuseos
and UNESCO: 18 June,  16 July |  Comoros:  21 June
For more information cl ick here 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_p5HdPCmdQ2eRdrwlnfBYFQ
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373450
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_p5HdPCmdQ2eRdrwlnfBYFQ
http://www.ibermuseos.org/
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/biodiversityday
http://bit.ly/ResiliArt!


This update is published by UNESCO

To contribute, please send inputs to: platform.culture2030@unesco.org 

Follow us on social media: #ShareCulture

FIND OUT MORE. . .

Human Rights Watch:  Covid-19 Fuel ing Ant i-Asian Racism and Xenophobia

Worldwide

Statement by the UN Secretary-General  on combatt ing xenophobia

UNTWO latest stat ist ics

NEMO survey report  and recommendations

ILO’s Report  on COVID-19 and the World of  Work (stat ist ics of  the impact on

arts ,  entertainment and recreat ion sectors . )

Cultural  Times Report  (2015)

UNESCO press release on f indings from museums survey

Translators Without Borders

OSCE guidel ines on inclusion in t imes of COVID-19

UNESCO 2001 Declarat ion on Cultural  Diversity

USEFUL LINKS

In an unprecedented context marked by the COVID-19 pandemic,  arts educat ion has been
recognised for i ts  importance for human development,  in part icular  the role i t  plays in providing
emotional  support  to bui ld resi l ience during conf inement,  but also i ts  contr ibut ion in support ing
chi ldren's development through qual i ty educat ion at  a distance,  often using digital  platforms.  
 
Art ,  in al l  i ts  diversity ,  is  an essent ial  component of  a comprehensive educat ion for the ful l
development of  the individual .  This can be achieved either by educat ion  in the arts -  teaching
special ized art  discipl ines but also teaching art  history which refers us to our histor ical  and
cultural  her i tage - or  by educat ion through the arts -  using the arts as a pedagogical  tool  for  the
teaching of other discipl ines.
 
The celebrat ion of the Internat ional  Arts Educat ion Week this year wil l  shed l ight on the strong
synergies between culture and educat ion,  in collaborat ion with the World All iance for Arts
Educat ion.
 

For more information,  see:
https://en.unesco.org/commemorat ions/artseducat ionweek

INTERNATIONAL 

ARTS
EDUCATION 

WEEK
 

25 - 31 MAY 2020
 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/12/covid-19-fueling-anti-asian-racism-and-xenophobia-worldwide
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2020-05-08/appeal-address-and-counter-covid-19-hate-speech
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-international-tourist-numbers-could-fall-60-80-in-2020
https://www.ne-mo.org/fileadmin/Dateien/public/NEMO_documents/NEMO_COVID19_Report_12.05.2020.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_740877.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/creativity/sites/creativity/files/cultural_times._the_first_global_map_of_cultural_and_creative_industries.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/news/covid-19-unesco-and-icom-concerned-about-situation-faced-worlds-museums
https://translatorswithoutborders.org/covid-19
https://www.osce.org/hcnm/450433?download=true
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13179&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/artseducationweek

