
The City of Balanga:
Learning Cities Journey



Balanga University Town 2020: The emerging hub 
for knowledge based  businesses in the Philippines



Educhild Parenting Sessions

This program is a 10-module 
parenting seminar held in 27 daycare 
centers, 18 elementary schools and 2 
secondary schools in the city. It is 
implemented by the City Social 
Welfare and Development (CSWD) 
and the Department of Education 
(DepEd) Division of Balanga City. The 
program is anchored on the 
philosophy that the best students are 
products of a healthy working family.



Educhild Manual for Facilitators



Education Project of Parents & Community Leaders

Dangcol Tanato Bani
60 

Elementary 45 
Elementary

70 
Secondary45 

Secondary

*everyday for the whole school year

Beneficiaries of Free School Service



Effects of Educhild in Public Schools

• 20.5% of elementary school pupils whose parents were graduates of Educhild Parenting Program 
were recipients of academic honors compared to only 1% in the general elementary population.

• 8.0% of secondary school students whose parents were graduates of Educhild Parenting Program 
were recipients of academic honours compared to 1% in the general secondary education 
population.

• 9.33% of elementary school pupils who are sons/daughters of Educhild Program were recipients of 
Ulirang Mag-Aaral Award (5.65%), leadership award (2.29%) Sports and Scouting Awards (1.38%)

• 12% of Secondary school students who are sons/daughters of Educhild Program were recipients of 
Ulirang Mag-Aaral Award (4%) Leadership Award (4%) Sports and Scouting Award.

• A remarkable promotion rate of 100% both in elementary and secondary school students among 
Educhild children compare to the DepEd rating of 97.54% and 91.69% promotion rates respectively.

• Dropout rate is also remarkable at zero percent both in elementary and secondary.
• Completion rate and graduation rate of Educhild children were both 100%.
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*2009 had 52 graduates - Facilitator’s Training



Orientation of Peer Facilitators



Peer Facilitator Modules
Module A Module B

The Peer Facilitators Program Overview Defining Health, Mental Health, Healthy 
Community

Peer Facilitators: Roles, Responsibilities, 
Limitation & Boundaries Peer Education

Handling Privacy and Confidentiality Understanding Adolescent

Sympathy vs Empathy Smoking, Alcoholism, Drug Addiction, 

Listening Effectively, Listening Intentionally Reproductive Health and Wellness, Teenage 
Pregnancy

Verbal and Non-Verbal Communication. STI/HIV

Importance of Self Care Healthy Lifestyle Practices

Importance of Referrals Nutrition Awareness

Suicide Awareness Training Role Playing and Return Demonstration



Number of students who were helped by the Peer Facilitators
Concerns No. Of Students

Family (Lack of Trust, Strict Parents) 534
Financial Concerns 364
School (To much school projects) 303
Conflict with Schoolmates (ie: bullying & brawl) 213
Love (BF/GF) Relationship 205
Lack of Self Confidence/Self-Esteem, Socialization, Adjustments 124
Unhealthy Lifestyle (Sedentary lifestyle & Computer Games) 118
Alcoholism and Smoking 65
Teenage Pregnancy & Sexuality 63
Looking for work/part-time work 47
Health (Physical & Mental) 45
Physical Appearance 20
Time Management 10
Problem with their Community 10
Spiritual Problems 8

Total 2129



Learning Barangay Week Program

“Learning Barangay Week” 
is a collaborative effort 
between the city and 
barangay governments to 
deliver basic services in a 
systematic way and 
promote a more 
harmonious working 
relationship between the 
public and private sectors. 



Barangay Leadership Conference



Learning Barangay Week



Learning Barangay Week



Barangay Mentors Society



University Town Education Council (UTEC)

Subsidiarity and solidarity for social action 
are the guiding principles that led to the 
formation of the UTEC. Inspired by these 
principles, retired academicians, school 
heads of public and private elementary, 
secondary and tertiary schools and 
representatives from teachers and 
employees association heeded the credo 
that “governance is a shared 
responsibility” by serving as active partner 
and driver for change of the City 
Government in strengthening total 
community commitment to basic and 
higher education competencies.



Youth Cultural Activities
(Batang Sining)



University Town Summit

Youth Leadership Conferences
(University Town Summit)



Out of School Youth Programs



Parents and Teachers Workshops



Lifelong Learning Facilities





Barangay & School Learning Hub





Number of Poor People

2006 2009 2012 2015 Change
2006 - 2015

% Change 2006-
2015

Bataan 57,937 51,033 46,555 14,793 -43,144 -74

Benguet 40,123 43,778 27,789 28,418 -11,705 -29

Bulacan 192,861 193,819 227,670 151,491 -41,370 -21

Pampanga 59,465 154,742 181,396 114,511 +55046 +93

Ilocos Norte 94,405 79,794 55,010 32,822 -61,583 -65

Laguna, tie 135,048 217,883 183,129 181,507 +46459 +34

Rizal, tie 69,454 204,528 159,300 136,189 +66735 +96

NCR 499,874 403,458 460,831 494,630 -5,244 -1
Source: PSA



Poverty Incidence among Population
2006 2009 2012 2015

Bataan 9.7 7.7 7.1 2.0
Benguet 5.8 6.1 3.7 3.5
Bulacan 7.3 6.9 7.3 4.5

Pampanga 2.7 6.9 7.6 4.9
Ilocos Norte 17.7 14.7 9.9 5.3
Laguna, tie 5.5 8.4 6.4 5.4
Rizal, tie 3.3 8.6 6.1 5.4

NCR 4.7 3.6 3.9 3.9
Philippines 26.6 26.3 25.2 21.6So

ur
ce

: P
SA



House Bill No. 208
Authored by: Hon. Jose Enrique S. Garcia III

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LEARNING CITIES, MANDATING 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE KEY FEATURES THEREOF AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

THEREFOR.



Lifelong Learning Cities Master Plan

National Government Agencies related to 
education and local governance to jointly craft 

a master plan for the development and 
proliferation of learning cities across 

the Philippines.



Lifelong Learning Cities Master Plan
The master plan shall be for a period of five years each and shall 
include the following:
1. Medium and long-term policy objectives and basic direction for 

lifelong education promotion and the establishment of learning 
cities;

2. Implementation of lifelong education activities and guidelines for 
the founding of lifelong educational institutions;

3. Investment plans and budgetary requirements for the promotion 
and expansion of lifelong educational institutions and learning 
cities;

4. Guidelines for the evaluation of lifelong education programs and 
learning cities.



Benefits for Designated Learning Cities

A designated Learning City shall enjoy additional support and 
funding for the following:

a) Establishment and operation of lifelong educational 
institutions;

b) Cultivation and posting of certified lifelong education 
teachers;

c) Development of lifelong education programs; and
d) Other projects to be conducted for the promotion of 

citizens’ participation in lifelong education.



Responsibilities of Learning Cities

The LGUs designated as Learning Cities are likewise mandated 
to comply with the following:
a) Provide opportunities, counseling and information on lifelong 

education;
b) Support the operation of lifelong educational programs;
c) Provide lifelong educational opportunities for residents within 

its jurisdiction.



Designated Lifelong Learning 
Educational Institutions

•Lifelong learning educational institutions may be 
attached to existing formal academic or educational 
institutions

•Curriculum or program developed by these institutions 
shall be offered to constituents across age groups and 
educational attainment

•Support and subsidy may be provided by the national 
government



BALANGA LEARNING CITY
COME and SHARE OUR DREAM
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