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Item 16 of the Provisional Agenda:
Selection of examiners for nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
in Need of Urgent Safeguarding in 2010
	Summary

By its Decision 3.COM 10, the Committee requested the Secretariat to provide for each Urgent Safeguarding List nomination the names of potential examiners with relevant competence. For each nomination to be evaluated by the Committee in 2010, a list of potential examiners is therefore proposed in this document.
Decision required: paragraph 9.


1. In conformity with paragraph 5 of the Operational Directives, nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (“Urgent Safeguarding List”) “shall be examined by preferably more than one advisory organization accredited in conformity with Article 9.1 of the Convention. In conformity with Article 8.4, the Committee may invite public or private bodies and/or private persons with recognized competence in the field of intangible cultural heritage, in order to consult them on specific matters. No nomination will be examined by (a) national(s) of the State(s) Party(ies) submitting the nomination”. 
2. By its Decision 3.COM 10, the Committee requested the Secretariat to provide for each Urgent Safeguarding List nomination ‘the names of at least two examiners with relevant competence to examine such nominations [...], it being understood that up to the third session of the General Assembly, and in conformity with Resolution 2.GA 6, such examiners will include, as appropriate, non-governmental organizations that the Committee will have recommended for accreditation as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes’. 
3. The Operational Directives further provide in paragraph 17 that the deadline for submission of nominations for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List is 31 March of each year. On 31 March 2009, the Secretariat received from two States Parties the following nominations for inscription in 2010:
· China: The watertight-bulkhead technology of Chinese junks (file number 00321)
· China: Wooden movable-type printing of China (file number 00322)
· Croatia: Ojkanje singing (file number 00320)
4. In addition, two of the nominations submitted for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List in 2009 according to the transitional timetable foreseen in paragraph 18 of the Operational Directives remained incomplete at the deadline of 15 April 2009. Consequently, these are proposed for the 2010 cycle. These two nominations are as follow:
· Mexico: La Maroma or peasant circus (file number 00316)

· Mexico: The Yúmare of the O’oba (Lower Pimas) and their oral tradition 
(file number 00317)
5. In conformity with Decision 3.COM 10, the Secretariat proceeded to identify several examiners with relevant competence to examine these nominations. For each nomination, the names of four such examiners are provided in the annex to this document, together with a brief description of each nominated element. For each examiner, basic identifying information is provided, together with a brief characterization of that examiner’s competence (status, expertise, affiliation, country).
6. For each nomination, at least one NGO recommended for accreditation has been identified as a possible examiner. In addition, the Secretariat has identified a number of other NGOs, centres of expertise and non-profit institutions as well as individual experts, including those recommended by States Parties and mentioned in the provisional list of NGOs, non-profit making institutions and experts (cf. Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/INF.4). In making these proposals, in conformity with the Decision 3.COM 10, the Secretariat considered their competence in terms of domains, knowledge of regional particularities and specificities, working language, proposed safeguarding measures, and the need for geographical balance.
7. Prior to presenting names of potential examiners to the Committee, the Secretariat contacted the examiners to inform them of the nature of the task, the subject of the nomination and submitting State, the time schedule and the terms of reference. The Secretariat confirmed that they are available in principle to carry out the required work, if the Committee should decide to appoint them, and that they have no conflict of interest or other reason for disqualification (e.g. being a national of the submitting State Party).
8. From the four candidate examiners identified for each nomination, the Committee may wish to appoint two examiners to examine each nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List and at least one alternate for each examination in the event that the appointed examiners are unavailable or unable to complete the examination despite their prior assurances. 
9. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 4.COM 16
The Committee 

1. Recalling Article 17 of the Convention;

2. Further recalling chapter 1.1 of the Operational Directives concerning the inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List and its Decision 3.COM 10;

3. Having examined Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/16 and its annex; 

4. Appoints the following as examiners for the Urgent Safeguarding List nominations for 2010: 
China: The watertight-bulkhead technology of Chinese junks (file number 00321)
Examiner 1:
XXX
Examiner 2:
XXX

Alternate:

XXX

China: Wooden movable-type printing of China (file number 00322)
Examiner 1:
XXX

Examiner 2:
XXX

Alternate:

XXX

Croatia: Ojkanje singing (file number 00320)
Examiner 1:
XXX

Examiner 2:
XXX

Alternate:

XXX 
Mexico: La Maroma or peasant circus (file number 00316)

Examiner 1:
XXX

Examiner 2:
XXX

Alternate:

XXX 
Mexico: The Yúmare of the O’oba (Lower Pimas) and their oral tradition
(file number 00317)
Examiner 1:
XXX

Examiner 2:
XXX

Alternate:

XXX 
ANNEX:
Potential Examiners

China: The watertight-bulkhead technology of Chinese junks (file number 00321)
The watertight-bulkhead technology of Chinese junks is a traditional completely manual shipbuilding technology using materials such as camphor, pine and fir timber. The process is directed by a “grand master”, and carried out by other craftsmen. Bulkheads are used to divide the junk’s hull into a number of watertight compartments, so that if water breaks into one or two of the compartments, the others would still keep the ship floating. Rabbeting the bulkheads tightly to the hull to solidify the ship is a core technology of the process together with caulking by using oakum, lime and tung oil to fill any cracks in the boat in order to keep the compartment watertight. Today only three master builders in Fujian Province carry on the practice, all over fifty years old. Traditionally passed on through oral teaching, with apprentices learning from their masters, the knowledge of watertight-bulkhead boatbuilding has disappeared as steel ships replaced the wooden ones. A lack of practice has been limiting the transmission space of the technology and, as the few remaining old masters pass away, the ancient technology is now facing the prospect of no inheritors at all.
Potential examiners:
1. Goa Heritage Action Group, India (NGO recommended for accreditation)

Goa Heritage Action Group, in Porvorim, is committed to tracing the cultural and social traditions that lead to the rediscovery and rehabilitation of artisans and craftspeople who possess knowledge and skills that are waning or in disuse; its activities span both the intangible and the built heritage.

2. Hans Konrad Van Tilburg, United States of America (Expert identified by the Secretariat)
Prof. Van Tilburg is a maritime historian and nautical archeologist, specialized in the maritime history of Asia and Pacific. He is the author of several publications about Chinese maritime history including Chinese Junks on the Pacific: Views from a Different Deck. Currently he is the maritime heritage coordinator for the National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Sanctuaries Program in the Pacific Islands region.

3. Federatie van Vlaamse Historische Schuttersgilden / Federation of Flemish Historical Guilds, Belgium (NGO recommended for accreditation)
Federatie van Vlaamse Historische Schuttersgilden (Federation of Flemish Historical Guilds) in Kinrooi brings together a number of guilds that are active in maintaining the crafts and material culture of Flanders to organize exhibitions, performances and other events aimed at promoting awareness of intangible heritage.
4. International Council on Monuments and Sites – ICOMOS, France 
(NGO recommended for accreditation) 

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), with its headquarters in Paris, is an association of over 9000 cultural heritage professionals present in over 120 countries throughout the world. It benefits from the cross-disciplinary exchange of its members – architects, archaeologists, art historians, engineers, historians, planners, who foster improved heritage conservation standards and techniques for all forms of cultural properties.
China: Wooden movable-type printing of China (file number 00322)
Movable-type printing has been widely used since its invention in the eleventh century. Although clay and tin movable-type printing have now disappeared, in Rui’an, Zhejiang Province, Wang Chaohui and Lin Chuyin have inherited and passed on the handicraft of wooden movable-type printing to the present through oral instruction within the family. Wooden movable-type printing continues in this area because local families still demand hand-printed genealogies of clans to record the history and blood relationships of a certain family name. However, with the development of modern printing technology including computer printing, young people are reluctant to learn the traditional printing technique, and few successors remain. To master the entire printing technique, an apprentice has to learn at least three years, and the pay is very low. Today, measures are being taken to protect the ancient printing technique, e.g., giving honorary titles and financial aid to the existing successors, enrolling apprentices to pass on the handicraft, training successors and expanding the Museum of Movable-Type Printing to illustrate its technological process so that the technique can be passed on from generation to generation.

Potential examiners:
1. Craft Revival Trust – CRT, India (NGO recommended for accreditation)
Craft Revival Trust (CRT), established in 1999, is a registered non-profit organization in New Delhi that works with crafts and craftspeople, endeavouring to build an information and knowledge infrastructure for the craft sector in South and South-East Asia. It has extensive experience with textile revitalization and promotion.

2. Saint-Petersburg Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, Russian Federation (Organization identified by the Secretariat)

The Saint-Petersburg Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of Sciences, founded two centuries ago, hosts a collection of over 100 000 manuscripts and early published books. It specializes in the description and critical edition of written documents of East Asia, and in the fundamental study of its ancient and medieval history.
3. Centre for Manuscript and Print Studies, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (Organization identified by the Secretariat) 
The University of London’s Centre for Manuscript and Print Studies covers such fields as History of Printing, Manuscript and Print Relations, History of Publishing and the Book Trade, History of Reading and The Electronic Book. The activities of the Centre include research projects and organization of events including seminars and workshops, lectures, conferences, and summer schools.

4. Michela Bussotti, France (Expert identified by the Secretariat)
Dr Michela Bussotti (École pratique des hautes études) is specialized in the history of writing, printing and publishing in East Asia, China in particular, and has published widely on the subject.
Croatia: Ojkanje singing (file number 00320)
In the Dinaric area of Croatia’s Dalmatian hinterland, Ojkanje singing is a special type of ancient song characterized by a specific vocal quality – a shaking voice achieved through the technique of singing “from the throat”. This type of singing, which is in many regions referred to as “old-time”, “archaic” (starovinski, starinski) singing is performed by one solo singer or, more frequently, by one singer accompanied by a second singer whose voice, in the moment of shaking, produces a longer, accompanying tone. Not so long ago people used this type of singing as a means of everyday communication, while doing their habitual jobs or travelling by horse caravans, as an entertainment around the open fire during long winter nights or a way to pass time while they were watching over grazing cattle. Now its tradition-bearers are largely elderly, and specific singing styles may disappear with them. The safeguarding measures proposed thus focus on strengthening transmission, particularly to the folklore groups who have for several decades spearheaded revitalization efforts, and increasing the frequency of the traditional social contexts in which Ojkanje would be performed.
Potential examiners:
1. International Council for Traditional Music – ICTM, Australia 
(NGO recommended for accreditation) 

The International Council for Traditional Music (ICTM), whose secretariat is in Canberra, aims to further the study, practice, documentation, preservation and dissemination of traditional music, including folk, popular, classical and urban music, and dance, of all countries. The Council organizes meetings, conferences, study groups and colloquia, maintains an active website and a membership directory and publishes journals and bulletins.
2. Association of the European Folklore Institute – EFI, Hungary 
(Organization on the provisional list)
The Institute focuses on the core areas of identification, documentation, conservation, preservation, dissemination and protection of European traditional ethnic and minority cultures (including the fields of research, education, creative art and revitalization).  

3. Lietuvos liaudies kultūros centras / Lithuanian Folk Culture Centre – LLKC, Lithuania (Organization on the provisional list)
The Lithuanian Folk Culture Centre (LLKC) in Vilnius is a research and publication centre whose 30 specialists carry out studies in folklore, oral traditions, music, dance and theatre, maintaining a large archive and an active publication programme.

4. Rusudan Tsurtsumia, Georgia (Expert identified by the Secretariat)
Professor Rusudan Tsurtsumia is an ethnomusicologist specialized in traditional polyphonic singing in the Caucasus. She has overseen the creation of an inventory of Georgian traditional polyphony in her capacity as Head of the Tbilisi State Conservatory’s Research Center on Traditional Polyphony.

Mexico: La Maroma or peasant circus (file number 00316)

In the Mixteca region of Mexico, a highlight of each village’s patronal festival is the arrival of the Maroma or peasant circus. Presented by an itinerant band of six to twelve performers including clowns, acrobats, trapeze artists and musicians, the Maroma combines entertainment, worship and satirical social critique. Having thrived into the 1940s, the Maroma is today performed by only seven troupes in the states of Oaxaca and Puebla, made up primarily of elderly circus artists. The factors contributing to its present decline are many: emigration from Mixteca to other parts of Mexico and abroad, especially of young people on whom the continuity of the tradition depends; increasing interest in other forms of entertainment that displace the Maroma from its once-central role; interruption in the transmission of circus skills to the younger generation; and the decreasing use of the Mixteco language in the region. The initiative for inscription on the Urgent Safeguarding List came from one of the Maromeros troupes, and local and national authorities have responded with a safeguarding plan that focuses especially on strengthening transmission as the keystone to a complement of revitalization measures.

Potential examiners:

1. American Folklore Society, United States of America 
(NGO recommended for accreditation)
The objectives of the American Folklore Society are to encourage, promote and apply research in folklore in all its aspects, to assist the teaching of folklore and the establishment of folklore programs in educational contexts, or to provide technical assistance to communities and groups in support to their intangible cultural heritage documentation and preservation efforts.

2. World Circus Federation, Monaco (Organization identified by the Secretariat)
The objectives of the Federation are to promote and preserve the circus arts and culture, to facilitate the development of the circus through study of issues of interest to the circus community and the disciplines that might be assimilated, and to encourage the adoption of charters, regulations or other measures to contribute to the development of the circus and its image.
3. Plas Wichès Folklo / Folk Research Center – FRC, Saint Lucia 
(Organization on the provisional list)

The Folk Research Centre (FRC), established in 1973 to preserve and promote the cultural heritage of Saint Lucia, seeks to promote the role of folk arts as a vehicle for change and the development potential of cultural heritage particularly in the field of education and in economic development.
4. Associação dos Amigos da Arte Popular Brasileira/ Museu Casa do Pontal / Association of Friends of Brazilian Folk Art / Casa do Pontal Museum 
(NGO recommended for accreditation)
The Association is responsible for the Casa do Pontal Museum, the largest and most important museum of folk art in Brazil, the mission of which is to preserve the memory and to promote Brazilian folk art through research, education and other activities such as seminars and workshops for the education of teachers and social workers, as well as publications and exhibitions.
Mexico: The Yúmare of the O’oba (Lower Pimas) and their oral tradition (file number 00317)
The most important ritual of the O’oba or Lower Pimas is the Yúmare, an annual agricultural ritual that celebrates the fertility of the earth and of its people. A syncretic form integrating ancient indigenous cosmogony and Catholic symbols, the Yúmare combines song, dance and its unique material culture, particularly the distinctive grotto-like altar ringed with the “flowers of stool”, a plant with many practical uses and important cultural meaning for the O’oba. During three days and nights, Pima villagers sing and dance without pause, seeking to ensure timely and adequate rainfall, favourable climatic conditions and a plentiful harvest. The songs are led by a master singer, using the O’oba language that is increasingly being replaced in daily life by Spanish. An important element of social cohesion and solidarity, the ritual is threatened above all by the lack of knowledge of their ancestral language among younger community members, and measures to safeguard the O’oba language and oral traditions are thus at the centre of the safeguarding plan that has been elaborated by relevant institutions and agencies and by the O’oba people.

Potential examiners:
1. Fundación Erigaie / Erigaie Foundation, Colombia (NGO recommended for accreditation)

The Erigaie Foundation, established in 1991, is dedicated to the safeguarding of the intangible heritage, in particular the identification, documentation, research, preservation, protection and enhancement of the intangible heritage, as well the dissemination and management of knowledge on cultural heritage through written publications, databases, audio or visual media, exhibitions and lectures open to the public.

2. Centro UNESCO de Melilla, Spain (NGO recommended for accreditation)

The Centro UNESCO de Melilla aims at the safeguarding and development of both the intangible and tangible cultural heritage in Europe, Latin America, in the Caribbean and elsewhere.
3. Marleen Haboud, Ecuador (Expert identified by the Secretariat)
Marleen Haboud is a professor of linguistics at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador since 1974. She is an expert on Andean languages and on indigenous languages in Ecuador, and has carried a number of projects in the field of socio- and ethnolinguistics, language contact and cross-cultural communication. 

4. Plas Wichès Folklo / Folk Research Center – FRC, Saint Lucia 
(Organization on the provisional list)
The Folk Research Centre (FRC), established in 1973 to preserve and promote the cultural heritage of Saint Lucia, seeks to promote the role of folk arts as a vehicle for change and the development potential of cultural heritage particularly in the field of education and in economic development.
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