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Republic of Armenia



REFERENCE

GOVER E T 0F THE REPUBLIC 0F ARME IA

DECISIO ^

No238-Aof14March2019

ON MAKING SUPPLIMENTS IN DECISION N 310-A 0F 11 MARCH 2010
0F THE GOVERNMENT 0F THE REPUBLIC 0F ARMENIA

Based on thé Article 34 of thé law of thé Republic of Armenia "On Normative

Légal Acts", thé Government of thé Republic of Armenia hereby décides: to

supplément thé Annex N 2 of thé Décision of thé Government of thé Republic of

Armenia N 310-A of 11 March 2010 "On Approving thé Criteria of Compiling Lists of

Intangible Cultural Values and thé List of Intangible Cultural Values of thé Republic of

Armenia" with a new point 33, in accordance with thé Annex.

PRIME MINISTER

0F THE REPUBLIC 0F ARMENIA N. PASHINYAN
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to thé Décision of thé RA Government 2019

N238-Aof14March

LIST
0F VALUES 0F INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 0F THE REPUBLIC 0F ARMENIA

33. Pilgrimage National Yerevan, Thé
to St. belief, festival, RA marzes community of
Apostle Christian of followers of

Thaddeus pilgrimage Gegharkuni thé Armenian
Monastery k and Apostolic

Kotayk, Church in
Diocèses ofArmenia and

Tavriz of other

thé countries,

Armenian Iranian-

Apostolic Armenian
Church and community,
Tehran, Armenian

régions of population in
Iran thé Islamic

populated Republic of
with thé Iran

Armenians

St. Thaddeus Monastery is one As legend says, thé body of thé
of thé first évidences ofApostle Thaddeus is placed in thé
establishing Christianity in thé Monastery, which, from thé
hlistorical Armenia. It is situated perspective ofworld Christian dogma
in thé historical district of Artaz, as well as for thé Armenian people,
in thé current région of Maku, makes it a unique spot for thé
Iran. It was built on thé religious and cognitive visits. On 30
commémoration of thé Apostle July, 1954, for thé first time after a
Thaddeus, thé founder of thé long break, a pilgrimage was
Armenian Apostolic Church, who organized by a group of believers by
was, as legend says, persecuted difficult roads. Thé purpose was to
and killed in 44 for spreading bring thé knowledge of St. Thaddeus
Christianity. Since thé foundation Monastery into attention, to restore
of St. Thaddeus Monastery (4-7 thé erstwhile glory of thé Monastery
centuries), it has had a viable which was gone due to thé Armenian
community, has been thé center dépopulation in thé territory, as
of Atrpatakan Diocèse of thé namely thé Iranian-Armenian
Armenian Apostolic Center forCommunity was connected with thé
centuries, as this territory had a Monastery with révérence and
dense population, as well as ardour. With thé support of thé
churches and monasteries Islamic Republic of Iran, thé roads
(nearly 180-223, out of which 42 were improved, as a result of which
survived). As a standing ancientthe number of pilgrims in 1968
holy place of thé Christian world reached 12.000.
and a universal cultural property,
since 1955 thé Monastery hasThe event became annual, when
been in thé list of historical each year 5-6 thousand Armenians
monuments of Iran. In 2008, it started participating in thé pilgrimage
was inscribed in thé list of world to st Thaddeus Monastery, which
héritage of UNESCO. Thé lasts 3-4 days- The Pilgrims stay in
Monastery has always been an the tent town organized near thé
islet of thé Armenian identity for Monastery, continuing thé traditions

of folk pilgrimages. By thé visits to thé

St. Thaddeus Monastery and thé
pilgrimage to thé Monastery are
thé expression of thé Armenian

cultural age-old existence and
continuity in Iran, a spécial
dialogue of efforts and
successes to maintain thé

cultural and religious identity.

Though being restarted after a
long break, thé pilgrimage keeps
thé main features of thé national

pilgrimages common for thé
traditional culture of Armenian

people - volunteering, visits with
familles and relatives, folklore

entertainment.

There is no Arménien population
in thé surrounding of St.
Thaddeus Monastery, and
actually, thé annual pilgrimage is
an important event for saving
thé Monastery from "solitary and
oblivion". It is also a unique
spontaneous cultural dialogue -
a method to express thé mutual

récognition as well as respect
and tolérance among thé
Armenian people gathered from
différent régions of Iran: Tehran,
Tabriz, and other territories,
arrived from ail aver thé world,
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thousands of pilgrims hâve relied relatives, friends, folk music, drum
on thé miraculous power of thé béats, dances, festivities, worships,
Monastery, and it has been a baptisms, thé community and family
center of learning. Due to thé links are re-established, historical
destructions of Tatar-Mongols, memories are refreshed,
robbery, and thé ruinous acknowledged, recnognized, and
conséquences of earthquakes, transferred, a cultural dialogue is
thé Monastery periodically carried out. Upon sharing thé holy
underwent repairs and water blessed with Chrism to thé
constructions. Thé repair and pilgrim visitors at thé end of Water
préservation works of thé Blessing Ceremony done after thé
Monastery were usually done Canonical Hour, thé festival spirit is
thanks to thé donations of thé transmitted.

Community, which is an évidence
of thé popularity of thé After the independence of Armenia,
Monastery. By thé Treaty ofthe participation in thé pilgrimage to
Turkmenchay concluded after théthe ancient Armenian center of
Russo-Persian War in 1826-christianity bV the visitors from
1828, as a result of resettlementArmenia thou9h in sma" groups, has
of Armenians from thé territory to restarted.
thé territories under thé Russian

possession, nearly 80 villages of
Maku, thé majority of them
belonged to thé Monastery, were
emptied, and Tabriz became thé
diocèse center instead of

Thaddeus Monastery, which had
been a diocèse center for

centuries. Thé complex, which
had once had an active monastic

life, was gradually fading. In thé
end of 19th century till thé First
World War, this Monastery,
under thé alias Solitary, became
a transit horde for thé Arménien

armed forces leading to
Vaspurakan, accepting Andranik,
Aram Manukyan and others.
During thé Génocide of 1915, it

One of thé third initiators of thé

pilgrimages was thé group of
believers of St. Hovhannes Mkrtich

Church, Yerevan, leading by thé
Archpriest Ter Tirayr Sardaryan.

piiyi iiiis, Visiiuis, UIIIBI Liiiisiiaii

pilgrims arrived from Armenia,
as well as Persians, Assyrians,
Kurdish residing in that région.

At thé same time, thé pilgrimage
compléments, enriches and
justifies thé inclusion of St.
Thaddeus Monastery, St.
Stephen Martyr and other
Armenian churches situated in

Iran in thé safeguarding program
of UNESCO, every year
demonstrating thé fact of
carriers of this cultural héritage
having a stable and loyal
community. Thé pilgrimage
requires a combination of huge
organizational efforts of thé
Arménien Apostolic Church, thé
Islamic Republic of Iran and
pilgrims' community. This ail
contributes thé préservation of
ancient Christian évidences,
awareness of historical-cultural

héritage of thé Armenians in
Iran, activation of Armenia-lran

cultural and économie relations,

discovery of new opportunities
of mutual récognition. Thé
pilgrimage créâtes a possibility
for thé participants to préserve
thé connection with thé historical

héritage, and thé environment
and territory presenting that
héritage; it is a possibility for thé
participants to get spiritual
satisfaction and relaxation; it

strengthens thé social links of
thé community, as well as thé
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thé survived population of
Armenian villages of Turkish-
Persian border. In June, 1918,

thé Ottoman army surrounded
thé Monastery, and killed thé
Armenian people who were
hiding behind thé enclosure of
thé Monastery. It finally got
empty when very few Arménien
families of thé territory migrated
to thé Soviet Armenia in 1946

and thé parishioners of thé

Monastery broke away from their
Monastery. In 1961, Tabriz
Diocèse was separated from
Etchmiadzin's Catholicosate of

Ail Armenians, and was merged
to thé Catholicosate of thé Gréât
House of Cicilia.

Liaiioiiiuii aiiu ucvciupi iiciiL ui

group entity and historical
continuity.

In this regard, thé community of
believers of St. Hovhannes

Church in Yerevan is spécial:
since 2007, it has been

organizing pilgrimages to St.
Thaddeus Monastery.

RA Ministry of Culture
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n p iqa u n ILU i^-
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L h p LUti Ltujô b h p LUL 11

LqLuinJaiLj LuL

hnL^uJpôujLLhpli

giuLLjnLJ, hul| 2008 p.
LhpLunilhL l: Sni-LbULfO-h
h LUJLU2 hJ LUp h LUJ hlJ

dura LuL q n L [îj ujL gLuljl^ n L il:

"-iLuLpQ J 2 mujLqh u

h LUJ L| ail) luL h ̂ e1Jn L |îj luL
l^riqjtulj b htuLrttiu ujg h L

intupLuôph h n à h LUJ p U LuL< -

^ nL |aj uiTj htuJLUp, ilLuliph

h p LU2 ujLJiujn qnp n L |ïj tuL Q

LUiqLULt |i II h L h L h tuquip tuiln p

n L luinuji^n pL h p ,

hiuLr^li u Lug h L b

qp^nLp-jaiL LjbLmpnL:
LTn L un [ pLupLup Lul< Luli ai^h-

ptuônLpj nLlilihph
l^n r[n iqn L wh Li
hpljpiD2Lupdhrih ujLlbph^.
h h uiti LuL^L h p h LqLuuiû LU 12 n 4

LfLuL^Q hU|aLupL|LthL b

LLjLUp p h p LULj LUL llh-
pujlinnnqnLiJLhph ni

IjturinLgnLiJLbph'

'-IhpLulinpnqnLjlibpQ L

ilLuL^h iqaih Lqujli n L pj aili

ui2 hJ LUuiLuL^ L h n D h LUE tutu

(i n Lulj LuLiug 4h L h II
h tuJLUj L ̂  |i h LuUq luL LU-

L|n L pj nL liLhp h illigngni^,

hii^D itujijph
dn r[n L^p rtiulj LUL n L pj LUL

^liyU UIZIILU|J 1|. UJ|IUUJL^

UILUP hljLuL, hpp Luilhli Lnujp ti 5-6
hiuqujp haijhp uL|uhgh^
iJtuulj Lul^ g b L U. f&iuri. hnuti
itiulip|i n L fuinLuqLLug n L pj uiliQ ,
npD inLnLj b 3-4 o p :
n L fumiuLtn pL h p D
hujliqpiltuljnLJ hU LtLulifih
2 n L p2 L| Luq J LUL| h p ii|4 LUÔ
«4 P LUL LUC LUri LUfi n L J »*
2 ujpn L LtuL| h[ ni{ IULI LuTj r^ Lut) LUL
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LUJ gh L LUÔ n L tuuiuu-

4npLhp|i, LujghLnLljhph,

LUJ l. pp hu mnLj LU
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iJaiquLiir. L (i u

pL uilj^ n L pj LUI) hLuJujp:
1918 p. hnLLhuhli

o u JuiL j Lulj q n p uifun L J p Q

2 p 2 Luu^Luuin L J b Lltulj^Q,

luiquj LjninnpnLj ilLuLph

a|Lup h u iqlih p h hhuiLnLiI

pLUfiL ifLuô hiuj h p hlJ:

4Luli^Q ifh p 2 li iul^ LUI) LULtjh u

r^LULnujp L^ilnLJ b, hpp

UILUpLUÔÇh U LUL| LULllU|ïh 4 h LUJ

Q L uiLuL hfilJ b n D 1 946 |ï.

LhpqLur[|ïnLJ hL

^un ph p r^iuj |i L ^ LUJ LUU UILUL L

itujL^h hpphiJL[i

ô fuujlj LuLlihpQ IjmpilnLJ hL
hphLg LlujL^hg: 1961 |ï.

l&Lu^p |i qh ph JL
LuL 2 luuiil n L J b LgJliujôLh

UlJb L LUJ L :î LUJ n g lj LU-

|înr[hl<nunLpjnLli|ig Li

Jh^ugilnLj U'hô|i Siulilj

LihL h L|h n ^ uJP-n rih-

l^nu n L |aj Luli Q

14"1-|0-J UIU II L LUJ U ULUIALUU-

qnLpj nLLQ

LhpljLujLugLnri Jh2UJ-
Ltiuj p h , uiLup Luàph h h in,

hnqbtjLuL p Lui^tup aip Juil)
ni L h 9 E Lu|ïLUL|iLf LuL Lura h P ^

hujLrthuLuLnLiI

LTujuliLul^ h9 1J h p h hLuJiup,

LuJp LULL|L rtnLiT b Ljpnri

hujJujjliçh ung h LUL LuL| LuL
1^ LUiqh p Q L |uiJp LUJ |iL

|iLpL n L pj LuL , Lqujui-

Jn L |îj LUL

2 lup n L Uujlj LuL) tuLn L pj LUL
ifin [TjLulig n L JL n L qiupqLU-

g n L JQ

Llj u Lunn L Jn il

Lura luljô L Luh ujmn L L| t:
bpLLuLh UnLpp

^nilhuiLlihu hl^hrihgnL

h LUL^LUUILUgj LU[ Lh p |l
hiuJiujLeD, npQ 2007 p-.

LU J h Ij UILUp h

n L fuinLuq LaignLpj nLLLhp
b h H iuL| LulJLUSlJ n L J U.

(3-Lurt b n u h L[ uili p .

=î =î J2 LuL|n L j ph II Lutuujp LUp n L pj n L L


