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Item 10 of the Provisional Agenda:
Modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution 
of non-governmental organizations from developing countries
	Summary

In its Decision 3.COM 9, the Committee decided ‘to examine at its next session modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries, in accordance with the Operational Directives concerning advisory assistance to the Committee’. This document provides elements for such an examination.
Decision required: paragraph 7


1. The Convention affords an important role to non-governmental organizations (NGOs), notably in Article 9 referring to accreditation of such organizations to act in an advisory capacity to the Committee and Article 11(b) requiring their participation in national efforts of identifying and defining intangible cultural heritage. From the time of its first discussions on the participation of NGOs in the implementation of the Convention, and particularly throughout its discussions concerning advisory assistance, the Committee has given great attention to the imperative of ensuring the widest possible participation of relevant non-governmental organizations from all regions of the world. In its Decision 3.COM 9, the Committee decided ‘to examine at its next session modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries, in accordance with the Operational Directives concerning advisory assistance to the Committee, and invite[d] States Parties to send written comments in this regard to the Secretariat before 1 March 2009’. Comments were received from five States Parties (Colombia, Cuba, Mongolia, Nigeria and Turkey) and are posted on the website of the Convention (http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/). 
2. The provision that the Committee continue to examine this issue was introduced into Decision 3.COM 9 through an amendment offered by the Delegation of Gabon, on behalf of the Members representing Electoral Group V(a), and reiterates the language of Resolution 2.GA 6. In the context of evaluating requests for accreditation that had been received from NGOs, a number of Committee Members expressed regret that among the first 51 NGOs it was recommending for accreditation, only three had their headquarters in countries of Electoral Group III, one was located in Electoral Group V(a), and one in Electoral Group V(b). Members noted that in certain regions or certain countries, NGOs are few, and those with competence in the field of intangible cultural heritage fewer still. Members recalled that in such countries or regions with few NGOs, relevant competence is often found instead in governmental agencies such as research institutes or centres of expertise, or among private persons. The Operational Directives accordingly foresee an important role for such public or private bodies and private persons, both at the national level (paragraphs 76-85) and at the international level, in being invited for consultation by the Committee (paragraph 86, in conformity with Article 8). 
3. While recognizing those external constraints and regional or national variation in the distribution of NGOs, other Members recalled the important role to be played by States Parties in bringing NGOs headquartered in their territories to the attention of the Secretariat and in encouraging such NGOs to request accreditation. The Secretariat maintains an ever-growing database of NGOs, research institutes, centres of expertise and other entities with competence in intangible cultural heritage. This database comprises at present 679 entities, including 484 recommended by States Parties in response to several invitations by the Committee and Secretariat. Those entities are regularly informed by the Secretariat of the procedures and deadlines for requesting accreditation (if they have the appropriate status), and they constitute a pool from which the Secretariat identifies those that might potentially offer advisory services to the Committee. Nevertheless, only 44 States Parties have submitted names of such entities to the Secretariat (an overall participation of 39%, with 71% of States in Electoral Group I and 24% of States in Electoral Group V(a) having submitted names). The number of entities requesting accreditation or NGOs recommended for accreditation similarly shows substantial regional variation.
	Electoral Group
	Number of States Parties to the Convention
	Number of States Parties having sent names for provisional list
	Number of entities (NGO and other) on provisional list
	Number of entities having requested accreditation
	Number of NGOs recommended for accreditation

	I
	14
	10
	167
	79
	52

	II
	20
	9
	43
	6
	4

	III
	23
	7
	39
	15
	9

	IV
	18
	6
	119
	65
	27

	V (a)
	25
	6
	46
	9
	5

	V (b)
	14
	6
	69
	2
	1

	Total
	114
	44
	484
	176
	98


4. The Secretariat will continue to make every effort to diffuse information about the Convention among NGOs in developing countries, and to facilitate their requests for accreditation to the Committee to provide advisory services. In its debate concerning ‘Draft guidelines for selection of examiners with relevant competence to examine nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List and International Assistance requests greater than US$25,000’ (see Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/18), the Committee may wish to reflect on whether the appointment as examiners of public bodies or private persons from developing countries provides a sufficient mechanism to ensure that the Committee is able to benefit from the advisory services of a geographically representative pool.
5. In addition to increasing the number of NGOs from developing countries recommended for accreditation and achieving better geographical representation among them, the Committee may also wish to consider how best to improve the effectiveness of their advisory services to the Committee. One possibility suggested in Decision 3.COM 9 paragraph 9 is ‘funding of NGOs from developing countries for their participation at Committee sessions, so as to encourage more balanced geographical representation’. While some NGOs are already able to participate as observers in the sessions of the Committee, and the number of such observers increases steadily with each session, it is not clear that such participation effectively benefits the NGOs in attendance or strengthens their capacities to provide future advisory services to the Committee. Simply increasing the number of NGOs participating as observers, or offering financial support to selected NGOs from developing countries to permit their participation in Committee sessions, may not really facilitate their contribution to the Convention, as required by Decision  3.COM 9 paragraph 7. Notably, none of the five States Parties that sent written comments to the Committee in response to this decision endorsed the idea of providing financial assistance to NGOs to attend Committee sessions.
6. To facilitate the contribution of NGOs from developing countries and to enhance the effectiveness of their contribution, the Committee may instead wish to consider organizing a series of workshops that would bring together a number of the NGOs recommended for accreditation from developing countries, together with NGOs from geographically under-represented regions that have not yet presented a complete request for accreditation. Such workshops could be led by experts on the Convention and representatives of some NGOs that have already been invited by the Committee to provide advisory services. The workshops could introduce to the NGOs from developing countries the mechanisms of the Convention and the criteria and procedures for the respective Lists, for Article 18 proposals and for International Assistance requests. Such workshops could also provide an opportunity for participating NGOs to suggest other strategies for disseminating information about the Convention to NGOs from developing countries and supporting their capacity to request accreditation. Workshops could also include brainstorming about the modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries and increasing the effectiveness of such contribution.
7. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 4.COM 10
The Committee, 

1. Having examined Document ITH/09/4.COM/CONF.209/10 Rev.;

2. Recalling Resolution 2.GA 6 and Decision 3.COM 9;
3. Thanks the States Parties that responded to its invitation to send written comments on the modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries;
4. Requests the Secretariat to continue and enhance its efforts to disseminate information about the Convention and the procedures for requesting accreditation, in particular among NGOs from developing countries and regions that are under-represented among those NGOs having requested accreditation;
5. Further requests the Secretariat to organize in the first half of 2010 a first workshop aimed at facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries, in accordance with the Operational Directives concerning advisory assistance to the Committee, and to report to the Committee at its fifth session on the results of this workshop.
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