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Recu ClT CIH ITH 

Le 2 9 ;.ws 2::3 

Application number: 
w ......... CH~f .............. . 

Application for registering Intangible traditions - Egypt 

Inventory Code for Element: Code: ESFT 67/2.013 
Name of the element (as used by the community) Tally 
Other Name(s) of the element (if any) Fan el Tall}' (The Art of Tal[y) 
Commitments of communities, groups or Individuals 0 local Community: 
concerned 0 Group(s): 

VI 0 Individuals: 
~ Geographic location of the element Village-quarter: Country: 

I 
~ 

::::11 Governorate: 
OQ 

Name of collector Nawal el Messlri r+ =r 
tD Place and date of collection Walldl at Assult : year 2003 
tD 
iD Gazieret Shandaweel: year: 2003 till2009 
3 Free, prior and Informed consent to the nomination I (signed below) approve the collection of the data tD 
::::11 
r+ concerning the following topic: 

And Its listing as one of the Folk traditions of 
governorate as part of the national inventory 
supervised by the nation. 
Date: 
Signature: 

Concerned specialized party Egyptian Society for Folk Traditions 

5' Responsible Person Name: DR. Ahmed Morsl O'g Address: 47 SOLIMAN GOHAR ST- DOKKI- GIZA 3 a 
Dl Dl Telephone: 202 37626702 - 202 37624409 
!:!:~ 
0 Signature ::::11 



Scientific Name of the element Tally 
Description of the element (cf. Criterion N.1) (not to The term tally refers to an Egyptian type of tinsel 
exceed 300 words) embroidery, practiced by women in Upper Egypt 
What, who, where, how, when and more specifically in the Governorates of 

Assiut and Sohag. Traditionally, this kind of 

embroidery was used in decorating occasion 

dresses and bridal veils. Available record of its 

existence dates back to the 18th century. The art 

of tally has gone through many phases of ups 

and downs ranging from flourishing, slowing, 

and, deterioration to near extinction .This art by 

the 1980's was approaching extinction. 

~ ESFT is concerned about the tangible and 
c intangible aspects of this art. Thus efforts were 3 
ID made to document it tools, technique of work, :::3 
lit usages as well as Its motifs and their cultural r+ 
0 significance. The stitch, the needle and the :::3 

material used are basic were given due 
attention for they are the basic factors that 
differentiate this craft from any other 
embroidery work. 

Present function of the element Women occasional dress 
.furniture accessories for homes and hotels and 
offices 

Written sources from books, references & archives AI- khadim, Saad 1981 al- Azya' al Sha'biya cairo, I 

Oar al Maaref 
Audlo·Visual Sources concerning the element Archives of Folk Ufe and Folk Traditions 
A:rehlve5l Museums or oral traditions Private collections of individuals 

Old films 
Museum of the Center of Traditional Arts 

Museum of Alexandria Ubra_!]_ 



Domains represented by the element 0 oral traditions and expressions 
0 traditional craftsmanship 

"' 
Material Aspects of the element Tools: The needle, Is a special one made of brass . It Is a 

"C • Tools: flat one having at one end two hole. 
~ 
3i • Instruments: Materials: The thread, Is a coppe thread platted with gold g 
r+ • Materials: or sllver.Threadlng of the needle needs training because 
0 Costumes: the thread Is metal and Impossible to have a knot. A ::I • Ill small piece of the thread passes through one hole then 0 • Finished Product of the element: - tightened by passing it through the other hole. 
So Other: 
tD Fabric 
tD 
nr 
3 
tD 
::I 
r+ costumes 

dresses, veils, skirts, curtains, bed spreads, screens, 

Intangible Aspects This art is known for its traditional motifs which 

• Oral traditions: represents the cultural continuity of the Egyptian 

• Customs: culture. One finds Pharaonic, Coptic and Islamic 
• Beliefs motifs .These motifs register the special 
• Performing Arts: occasions of the community as well as their daily 

Other: 
life. 

Situations where element Is practiced Work 

• Work: 

• Celebrations & Rituals: 

• Entertainment: 

• Family traditions: 
Other: 
Means of transmission On the job training by elderly to younger 

generation 
Inheritance 
Other (specify) Training 



Present Condition of the Element [] Being developed and expanded 
~------------------------------------~~~~ Current and recent efforts and measures to safeguard --The intangible components of the art have 

the element received much attention it reflects the continuity 

and persistence of the Egyptian traditions, and 

reveals the impact of various cultures on the tally 

motif. 

Endangering factors of the safeguarding of the element 

Suggestions for protecting the element (procedures for 
protection) 

-- ESFT, produced cards having all the motifs of 

the art of tally; a notebook with squares to 

facilitate the counting of the stitches. 

--A book in English which was translated into 

Arabic; and an Arabic children picture book on 

the art of tally were published .All of these items 

were distributed to artists for free. This activity 

contributed significantly to safeguarding and, 

documenting the intangible components of this 

craft 

--Web sites were administered by ESFT, Nadim 

and by the private sites of the tally artist 

The endangering factors that might affect 
this craft are the changes In the 
~rt/import policies of the country 
l.Every effort should be made to produce 
the thread In Egypt 
2.Encourage participation in national and 
International fairs 
3. Related famous Industries could 
incorporate this traditional craft In their 
pr:fli!'Bms of fairs and advertisements 



Names of Informants and professional practitioners 1 Shaimaa el Nagar 
Eman Abd el Reheem 
Arnal Hassan 
There are about 13 other leaders each having a 
number of assistants and participants 

Description of groups -Institutions -individuals - The artists of tally have an organizational 
organizations of practitioners or participants of the structure 
element -A leader of a group of participants. The leader 

has knowledge of the craft and the ability to 
travel to the city for the purchase of material, 
communicating with clients and attending 
exhibitions and fairs. 

8 - The leader has several assistants who master 

i the craft and responsible for guiding supervising 

ii1 and distributing the work to the rest of the .... 
group. The assistant also engage In production 0 

::I 
especially elements which needs special and s. 

a difficult tasks. 
- The rest of participants not all of them have 

n the same capabilities. Some motifs are more 0 
3 difficult than others. And somr participants are 3 
c more clever than others. ::::1 

~ - Other members of the family assist In relieving 
the workers from household activities and caring 
of children. 

Organizations that take care of the The Egyptian Social Fund, UNESCO, NCW, Flora 
element/practitioners; I.e. NGOs, syndicates {if Foundation, I MC, Nadlm Industries, ESFT, and 
available), the tally groups and their NGO 
Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to Very cooperative and enthusiastic and 
encouraging dialoguge supportive 
Restrictions (If available} for using the data of the There are no restrictions since aspect dealing 
element with this art are already pullshed. 
Respect for customary practices governing access Consent should come from the workers 

themselves and not the middle dealer. 

Date and place of application: 1/3/2013 Cairo Egypt 

Attachments with application: pictures- audiovisuals, cards and books 

Coding and Data Entry by: Nawal el Messlrl 



Data (Informant-Teller- Collector) 

Name Nawal el Messiri 
Nickname 
Gender D Female 
Place of Residence cairo 
Address 22 AI Darb AIAsfar, Gamalla 
Tribe I Family El Messlri 
Place of Birth Mehalla AI Kobra 
Date of Birth 18/5/1936 
Health Status Good 
Social Status Widow 
Children Males 1 Females 1 
Religion Moslem 
Educational Qualifications Professor of Anthropology 
Job Retired 

nawal@nadlm.o!:J 
+01222265484 

Notes 
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I tl1:i.a~l ~~I ~.;a.ll ~L....;l-.11 ?'lpl 
~~~~~I&J~ 

Respect for customary practices governing access 
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ESFT Wf'r.\1" 

_,~:ill 

- _,~:ill 

~y.-.o.ll ~I .;.IJy"\..Jl ~I ~I 
Hrt =~~ Y· .r.t.\Y :~lW 

Y • I Y -GA. t :el..o:¥T o, • I AY:~~ J~'il ~J 

..r"JA .)c. .l.ou..l . .l :~'il 

J-A -i _»...ll • _,ill I • .JA p, :J-.:1.. r.J. f V : wl_,&ll 

~---C.c 

n-.tay Code for Element 

:(~1 o.l.l...ij I..S) ~l_;.wWI ~~ 
Name of !he etoment (u LHd by !he canmlnly) 

Other N.rne(•) of the element fd 1111)') 
:(~J wl)11~1 ,.t.-..1 1 

:.,;.wWI ~ 
Commltmera of commLnllift , grcupo or nc!McloAI• concemed 

l··----------
: ~4-Jl .... ll 

:~,..u ~u J wti.. 
Name of collector 

&~IJ ~IJ oy..ll ~I_,..JI 
(~I~~ Jl.)~l ..u~~l) 

Free, prior and rlormed consent to the nom on11bon 



:YL..:.:.)'t; .d......:.ill u:lli-1 ~ ~~ IY'I:i.. U:l:lJi.} yL.. .)ill ~ 
'-'PI .. ~I.J .l:.l....)I.J wi.J_p,.l/ii.J _jti.JI Jj.. '-'PI~ wt....l~l .)) 

. ~\tl wt... ):i..... LJA 
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Descriptioo of the element liitLio.l • ~ 

--
~1 cl_,ll ~ y..aAII ~J 

Present function of the element 

---- ---- ---
. I ~AI uj....JI ).l :oy\l:ill-~I <-4)JI:.~I.la...l
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.ww"\tl ..:..~..} ~ L..S w)'t.U:...l'l <-4).} .)ill J....u...; :~~ 

~1.;-a.liJ ~~!)I ~~ .· ~ .;Jl....a.. 
Written sources from books & references 

~-~.;Jl....a.. 
(l.JJIJl&ll Jl ~I Jl ~.;'il J\_,.JI ) 
Audio-VISual Sources concerning the element 
Archives, Museums or 0<111 tradltioos 

. -
!)I y oJWI ~ ..l.JJ W y..aAII ~~ 

(Jl+. !)I .)si~ y..aAII ~ ~)J.;ilL""JI 
Domains represented by the element 

I ~ ~_;.&31 ~JWI ~1.ia.!l I 
Material Aspects of the element 

~~ ~.,..11 ).ld <-¥.,..11 ~ :Y~ 4.1 ··~.,..11 .. ~1- :~_,i ~~~ ~ ~.;-a.ll ~JWI..Ji;. ~1.ia.!l 
. ~ Ji!- .t.. .J.F-~ ~I .t.. .Jyo.ll 4-:!Jc. ~ Intangible Aspects 
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1-

. .;~I 
--- 1------------------~----~------i 

y..aAII ~ IJI'.J~ I.Sl!l Jl:f-ll 
Siluatlons where element Is practlced 


