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Aid to education down 10% since 2010 

 

Aid to education is seriously declining: it fell by just over 6% between 2010 and 2011, and a further 3% 
in 2012. Basic education – which enables children to acquire foundational skills and core knowledge – is 
now receiving the same amount of aid as it was in 2008. As funds diminish, and just one year before the 
deadline for achieving the global Education for All goals, 57 million children and 69 million adolescents 
are still out of school.  

These new figures are released by UNESCO’s EFA Global Monitoring Report ahead of the Global 
Partnership for Education’s Replenishment Pledging Conference in Brussels (25-26 June), at which 
donors are being asked to help raise a much-needed US$3.5 billion for education in the poorest 
countries. 

 “When so many girls and boys are still out of school and not learning, the continuing drop in funds for 
education is cause for serious concern,” said Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO. “Increasing 
external support for education is an ethical and development imperative. We know the difference that 
well-targeted aid can make in helping countries to put quality education first.”  

Julia Gillard, Board Chair of the Global Partnership for Education, affirmed that “Education is a long-term 
investment – not an expense. We owe it to the children of the world – particularly the poorest and most 
marginalized – that both international donors and developing country governments step up and commit 
more funding to education.” 

The paper shows that aid is still vital for many countries, making up over a quarter of public education 
spending in 12 countries. Yet with aid flows to the sector falling by 10% – far more than the 1% decrease 
in overall aid levels – donors are clearly backing away from education as a development priority.  

 “This worrying fall in aid is in the context of a US$26 billion annual finance gap for education. Unless this 
negative trend is reversed, the likelihood of reaching the global education goals is put at great risk - all 
the more so if new education targets are set for 2030,” said Aaron Benavot, director of the EFA Global 
Monitoring Report. “With aid proving so volatile, governments must urgently improve their domestic 
financing, including better management of their tax systems, so as not to put their country’s 
development in jeopardy.” 

The cuts are biting hardest in those countries furthest from reaching the education goals. In sub-Saharan 
Africa, which is home to over half the world’s out-of-school children, aid to basic education fell between 
2010 and 2011, and stagnated between 2011 and 2012. Since 2010, 12 African countries have seen cuts 
in their aid to basic education of US$10 million or more.  

The two countries with the largest cuts in aid to basic education from 2010 to 2012 were India and 
Pakistan, even though both sit among the top five countries in the world with the most children out of 
school. 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002280/228057E.pdf


Aid to basic education for low-income countries recovered slightly in 2012 compared to the decreases 
felt in 2011, but levels are still lower than they were in 2010. Twenty-two low-income countries received 
less aid for basic education than two years before. 

The EFA Global Monitoring Report continues to show that despite half of the world’s out-of-school 
children living in conflict-affected countries, humanitarian aid appeals neglect education needs: 
education only received 2% of humanitarian appeals in 2013 – only half way to the modest 4% target set 
by the United Nations last year. As a sector, education is suffering a double disadvantage: not only is it 
receiving the smallest proportion of humanitarian appeals, but it is also receiving one of the smallest 
proportion of requests that it makes for funding: in 2013 education received 40% of the funds it called 
for from humanitarian aid. 

 
-ENDS-  
 
 
For interviews, photos, quotes of teachers or children, or for more information, please 
contact: 

• Kate Redman k.redman@unesco.org 0033 602049345 
• Sue Williams s.williams@unesco.org 0033 1 45 68 17 06 or 0033 6 15 92 93 62  

  
Notes to Editors:  
 
Developed by an independent team and published by UNESCO, the Education for All Global 
Monitoring Report is an authoritative reference that aims to inform, influence and sustain 
genuine commitment towards Education for All.  
 
Twitter: @EFAReport  
Web: http://www.efareport.unesco.org  
World Education Blog: http://efareport.wordpress.com 
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