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Azarbaycanm "<;ovkan" milli atiistii oyununun YUNESKO-nun 
Taxirasahnmaz Qorunmaga Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani irs 

Siyah1sma taqdim edilmasina dair 

Azarbaycan At«;Ihq Federasiyas1 niimayandalarinin 

YUNESKO-nun ba~ direktoru xamm irina Bokovaya 

MURACiaTi 

Hormatli Ba~ direktor, 

Mglumdur ki, Azgrbaycan gn qgdim zamanlardan atc;1hq mgdgniyygtinin 
tg~gkki.il tapd1g1 olkglgrdgndir. Bu yerlgrin fiisunkar tgbigti, xalqm ~ohrgt rgmzi 
kimi qgbul etdiyi ata olan sevgisi, bi.itiin di.inyada tanman Qarabag vg Dilbaz at 
cinslgrinin yeti~dirilmgsing, bu atlar i.izgrindg milli oyunlarm formala~masma vg 
geni~ yayllmasma zgmin yaratm1~d1r. 

Tarixgn Azgrbaycamn Qarabag bolggsi gsas mgrkgz olmaqla, qgrb vg ~imali­
qgrb bolgglgrindg ati.istii milli oyunlar, xi.isusilg "<::ovkgn" oyunu geni~ yayllmi~d1r. 
Orta gsrlgrdgn zgmangmizg qgdgr bi.iti.in dovrlgrdg bu oyun gn qgdim dovrlgrdg 
oldugu bir ~gkildg qorunub saxlanm1~ vg ngsildgn-ngsilg otiiri.ilmi.i~di.ir. 

Azgrbaycanm yerli atlan, ilk novbgdg Qarabag at1 i.izgrindg oynamlan bu xalq 
oyunlanndan "<::ovkgn" apanc1 yer tutmaqla, "Papaq oyunu", "Yayhq", "Ati.istii 
gi.ilg~", "Baharbgnd" vg diggrlgri geni~ yayllm1~, atc;1hq mgdgniyygti ilg paralel 
inki~af etmi~dir. Tarixgn el ~gnliklgri, xi.isusilg "Novruz" bayram1 ati.isti.i 
oyunlars1z, xi.isusilg, "<::ovkgn" - siz kec;irilmgzdi. Mi.ixtglif zamanlarda "<::ovkgn" 
i.izrg mgktgblgr vg komandalar movcud olmu~dur. 

Lakin tarixin sonrak1 mgrhglglgrindg mi.ixtglif ictimai- iqtisadi proseslgr, o 
ci.imlgdgn urbanizasiya, texnikanm inki~af1, otlaq sahglgrinin azalmas1, mi.iharibglgr 
vg onlarla bagh kataklizmlgr atc;1hq mgdgniyygtinin inki~afmda vg ati.isti.i oyunlarm 
geni~ vi.isgt almasmda c;gtinliklgr yaratm1~d1r. ictimai birlik olaraq ARAF bu 



oyunlann daha yiiks~k s~viyy~d~ kec;irilm~si v~ onun daha gem~ areallarda 
oynamlmas1 iic;iin ~sash t~dbirl~r h~yata kec;irir. 

Diinya xalqlarma m~xsus m~d~ni irsl~rin qorunmas1 istiqam~tind~ 

YUNESKO-nun f~aliyy~tini alqi~layir v~ Sizin r~hb~rliyinizl~ t~~kilatm bu sah~d~ 
h~yata kec;irdiyi t~dbirl~rin miqyasmm daha da geni~l~n~c~yin~ inam1m1z 
boyiikdiir. Bildiyiniz kimi, Az~rbaycan t~r~find~n "c;ovk~n" oyununun 
YUNESKO-nun T~xir~sahnmaz Qorunmaga Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi 
M~d~ni irs Siyah1sma sahnmas1 iic;iin t~qdim edilmi~dir. 

Hesab edirik ki, bu atiistii milli oyunun YUNESKO-ya t~qdim edilm~si v~ 
bununla bagh t~~kilat t~r~find~n miisb~t q~rar veril~c~yi t~qdird~ bu sah~d~ c;ah~an 
biitiin pe~~ sahibl~rinin, bu irsi g~nc n~sl~ oymd~n, onu t~blig ed~n yiizl~rl~ ~~xsin 
yaradicihq potensialma, iimumilikd~ is~ onlarm ya~am t~rzin~ olduqca miisb~t 
t~sir ed~c~kdir. N~tic~d~ bu sferam ozl~ri iic;iin h~yat t~rzi kimi q~bul etmi~ at 
yeti~diricil~rinin v~ dig~r maraqh insanlarm - m~~qc;il~rin, idmanc;Ilann 
yaradicihq imkanlan artacaqd1r. 

Atc;1hq m~d~niyy~ti v~ "c;ovk~n" atiistii milli oyunu iimumxalq atc;1hq 
m~d~niyy~tin~, n~tic~d~ is~ iimumi b~~~ri m~d~niyy~t~, onun z~nginl~~m~sin~ v~ 
inki~af etdirilm~sin~ xidm~t gost~rir. Az~rbaycanm "c;ovk~n" milli atiistii 
oyununun YUNESKO-nun T~xir~salmmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri­
Maddi M~d~ni irs Siyah1sma salmmas1 ist~r milli, ist~rs~ d~ beyn~lxalq s~viyy~d~ 
bu oyun noviiniin m~suliyy~tl~ qorunub saxlamlmasma, onun yiiks~k s~viyy~d~ 
inki~afma, daha da geni~ ~~kild~ t~bligin~ xidm~t ed~c~kdir. 

Qeyd olunanlan n~z~r~ alaraq ARAF "c;ovk~n" milli atiistii oyununun 
YUNESKO-nun T~xir~salmmaz Qorunmaga Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi 
M~d~ni irs Siyah1sma t~qdim edilm~sini alqi~layir v~ YUNESKO t~r~find~n bu 
t~klifin d~st~kl~nm~sini xahi~ edir. 

imzalar: 
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Unofficial translation 

Baku, 0 1 march 20 13 
ADDRESS 

ofthe Chovqan players of the Karabakh Horses' Amateurs Association 

to the Director General ofUNESCO H.E. Mrs. Irina BOKOVA 

regarding the inscription of Azerbaijan national horse riding game Chovqan into the 
UNESCO's List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 

Your Excellency, 
Dear Director General, 

Let us first of all welcome the activities of UNESCO on the way of the safeguarding of 
intangible cultural heritage and express our confidence that the level of organization's 
relative activities under your leadership will be further enlarged and strengthened. As you 
already aware, the file of Chovqan traditional game, one of the most ancient and 
prominent element of Azerbaijan's intangible heritage, was presented for the inscription 
to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Azerbaijan is 
known as the country where the culture of the horse riding has a long history. The horse 
riding and various games related to them were the part of the everyday life of local 
people. Several horse riding games (such as Chovqan, papakh game, qiza chat, yayuq, 
atustu gulesh, baharbenct) represent a part of living heritage of Azerbaijan people. 
Chovqan has developed in parallel with the Karabakh horse riding culture. Traditionally, 
it was held at various celebrations and festivities at local level. 

Chovqan game influenced the Karabakh horse riding culture and the latter, in its turn, 
influenced the development of the Chovqan game. Historically, Chovqan game's teams 
existed in the 3 big regions of Azerbaijan: Karabakh, Ganja-Gazakh and North-West 
region. At present the game is still traditionally practices in 16 regions, though the 
practice is rapidly diminishing due to many reasons and competitions are very rare. 

Presentation of the file of this traditional game to UNESCO and the favorable decision 
concerning this file will have a great impact on all the persons practicing Chovqan and 
help them transmit this heritage to young generation. Also, the high value granted to this 
kind of national horse riding game on Karabakh horses will be resulted in more 
responsible approach, care and attention of the concerned local organizations to Chovqan. 



Unofficial translation 

The national horse riding game Chovqan serves for development and enrichment of the 

horse riding culture as well as the culture of world humanity. Inscription of this 

traditional game into the UNESCO's List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of 

Urgent Safeguarding will boost interest and attention to this game and will be the main 

tool for the exchange of best practices, cooperation and promotion of the dialogue among 

societies, communities and individuals. The inscription of Chovqan will serve to proper 
safeguarding, further development and wider promotion of this game on both local and 

national levels. 

In this context, Chovqan players of the Karabakh Horses' Amateurs Association welcome 

the submission of Chovqan horse-riding game for the inscription into the UNESCO's List 

oflntangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and kindly ask to support 

this proposal. 

Signatures: 

Deputy Chairman: Kh.Rajabli 

Members ofthe Association: 

1. Natiq Orucov I 0. Nuraddin Atayev 
2. Rashad Samadov 11. Aydin Mammadov 
3. Shamseddin Atayev 12. Ramin Mansurov 
4. Alovsat Rajabli 13. Mushviq Mahmudov 
5. Tamerlan Mehdizadeh 14. Elvin Islamov 
6. Ramil Nadirov 15. Elnur Huseynov 
7. Rustaem Mirzayev 16. Khayal Abdurahmanov 
8. Samir Aslanov 17. Agasamad Gambarov 
9. Leyla Nagiyeva 18. Mahir Abdurahmanov 
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Azarbaycanm "Covkan" milli atustu oyununun YUNESKO-nun 
Taxirasalmmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani irs Siyah1sma 

taqdim edilmasina dair 

Qarabag Cins Atlan Havaskarlan ictimai Birliyi uzvlarinin 

YUNESKO-nun ba~ direktoru xamm irina Bokovaya 

MURACiaTi 

Hormatli Ba~ direktor, 

YUNESKO-nun dunya medeni irsinin qorunmas1 istiqametinde fealiyyetini alq1~lay1r 
ve Sizin rehberliyinizle te~kilatm bununla bagl1 heyata kegirdiyi tedbirlerin miqyasmm daha 
da geni~leneceyine inanmq. Bildiyiniz kimi, Azerbaycan xalqmm qeyri-maddi medeni 
irsinin en qedim ve gozel numunelerinden olan govken oyunu YUNESKO-nun 
Texiresalmmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani irs Siyah1sma salmmas1 
ugun teqdim edilmi~dir. Melumdur ki, Azerbaycan dunyada atg1l1q medeniyyetinin te~ekkul 
tapd1g1 olkelerdendir. Madani ekingilik ve maldarl1q ile me~gul olan ehali atustu milli 
oyunlan da ozleri ugun heyat terzi kimi qebul etmi~ler. Azerbaycanm yerli atlan ilk 
novbede Qarabag at1 uzerinde oynan1lan bu xalq oyunlanndan govken apanc1 yer 
tutmaqla, papax oyunu, q1za gat, yayl1q, atustu gule~, baharbend ve digerleri geni~ 
yay1lm1~ Qarabag atg1llq medeniyyeti ile paralel inki~af etmi~dir. Tarixen el ~enlikleri, 

xususile "Novruz" bayram1, atustu oyunlars1z kegirilmezdi. 

Tarixen Azerbaycanm 3 bolgesinde: Qarabag, Gence-Qazax ve $imali-Qerb 
bolgesinde atustu milli oyunlar, o cumleden c;ovken uzre mektebler ve komandalar 
movcud olmu~dur. Haz1rda 16 rayonda bu oyunlann kegirilmesi uzre eneneler daha yax~1 
qorunub saxlanm1~d1r. c;ovken oyunu Qarabag at<;1llg1 medeniyyetine, Qarabag atg1l1q 
medeniyyeti ise bu oyunun inki~afma tesir etmi~, eslinde bu tandem Azerbaycanm, 
Qafqaz xalqlannm ve sonradan bir gox dunya xalqlannm at<;1llq medeniyyetlerine sirayet 
etmi~, esrlerden beri nesilden-nesle oturulerek bu gunumuze gelib gatm1~d1r. 

Bu atustu milli oyunun YUNESKO-ya teqdim edilmesi ve bununla bagll te~kilat 
terefinden musbet qerar verileceyi teqdirde bu sahede gal1~an butun pe~e sahiblerinin, bu 
irsi gene nesle oyreden, onu teblig eden onlarla ~exsin yarad1c1l1q potensialma, 
umumilikde ise onlann ya~am terzine olduqca musbet tesir edecekdir. Bela ki, beynelxalq 
ali qurum terefinden Qarabag at1 uzerinde oynamlan bu atustu milli oyun novune verilmi~ 



yuksak qiymat, bu sahaya rahbarlik eden yerli aidiyyati ta§ikilatlann bu sahaya daha da 
masuliyyatli yana§imasma, qayg1 va diqqatin artmas1na sabab olacaqd1r. Bu isa naticada 
bu sferan1 ozlari ugun hayat tarzi kimi qabul etmi§i at yeti§idiricilarinin va buton 
problemlarinda maraql1 olan insanlann - at yeti§idiricilarinin, ma§iqgilarin, idmang1lann, 
elaca de, bu sahaya marag1 olan §iaxslarin yarad1C1IIq imkanlann1 art1racaqd1r. 

Atg1llq madaniyyati va govkan atosto milli oyunu Omumxalq atg1llq madaniyyatina, 
naticada isa Omumi ba§iari madaniyyata, onun zanginla§imasina va inki§iaf etdirilmasina 
xidmat gostarir. Bu milli oyunun YUNESKO-nun Taxirasalmmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac 
Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani irs Siyah1sma salmmas1 ilk novbada bu oyuna maraq va 
diqqati art1rmaqla yana§il camiyyatlar, qruplar va fardlar arasmdak1 tacruba mubadilasina, 
i§i birliyina va Omumilikda isa dialoqun inki§iaf1na va takmilla§imasina asasl1 bir vasita 
olacaqd1r. Azarbaycanm govkan milli atosto oyununun YUNESKO-nun Taxirasalmmaz 
Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani irs Siyah1sma salmmas1 istar milli, 
istarsa de beynalxalq saviyyada bu oyun novunun masuliyyatla qorunub saxlamlmasma, 
onun yuksak saviyyada inki§iafma, daha da geni§i §iakilda tabligina xidmat edacakdir. 

Bu manada Qarabag Cins Atlan Havaskarlan ictimai Birliyi govkan milli atosto 
oyununun YUNESKO-nun Taxirasalmmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi 
Madani irs Siyah1s1na taqdim edilmasini alq1§ilay1r va YUNESKO tarafindan bu taklifin 
dastaklanmasini xahi§i edir. 

imzalar: 

Birliyin sadr muavini: X.Racabli 

Birliyin uzvlari: 

1. Natiq Orucov 10. Nuraddin Atayev 

2. Ra~ad Samadov 11. Aydm Mammadov 

3. $amsaddin 12. Ramin Mans1rov 

4. alovsat 

5. 4. Elvin islamov 

6. Rami! Nadirov 15. Elnur Huseynov 

7. 16. Xayal Abdurahmanov 

8. Samir 17. Agasamad Qambarov 

9. Leyla Naqiyeva 18. Mahir Abdurahmanov 



The address to the Director-General of UNESCO Ms. Irina Bokova 

of the representatives of Azerbaijan Equestrian Federation on inclusion of 
"Chovqan", traditional horse riding game, to the UNESCO List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding 

Dear Director-General, 

Azerbaijan is one of the countries where horse-breeding has been popular since the 
ancient times. The alluring nature of the region and the love towards horses which were 
the symbol of valor and good reputation gave a birth to breeding worldwide famous 
Karabakh horses and contributed to the evolution of national horse-riding games. 

Chovqan, the national horse-riding game has been popular throughout west and north­
west regions and particularly in Karabakh. Chovqan has been preserved and passed 
on from generation to generation since the Middle Ages. 

Chovqan which was played on Karabakh horses particularly has been developed 
together with other national games such as "Papag", "Yaylig", "Atustu gulesh", 
"Baharband" and others. Numerous Chovqan schools and teams existed during 
different times. But at the later stages of history different socio-economic processes, 
urbanization, development of mechanized labour, reduction of grazing areas and 
shortage of Karabakh horses caused difficulties to the frequency of organization of the 
traditional game. As an NGO uniting Chovqan players, Azerbaijan Equestrian 
Federation is doing its best to help safeguard the traditional game and pass it to the 
next generation. 

We welcome the UNESCO's activities in safeguarding of cultural heritage and believe 
that under your patronage this organization will take necessary measures to keep this 
heritage alive. 

As you know, Chovqan the national horse-riding game has been submitted by our 
organization together with the Chovqan players of Karabakh horses' amateurs union, for 
inclusion to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent 
Safeguarding. We believe that the positive decision on inclusion of this traditional 
horse-riding game will have a great impact on the traditional players, who constantly 
transmit this heritage to young generation. Above all, this will positively affect the way of 
life of concerned horse riders and increase possibilities of young people to use and 
further transmit this knowledge. 

"Chovqan" as a part of the national horse-riding culture is an integral part of the 
heritage of the entire humanity. Its inclusion to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding will help to safeguard, develop and promote 
the game at many levels. 

Taking into consideration all above mentioned, Azerbaijan Equestrian Federation gives 
its full consent to the submission of "Chovqan", Azerbaijan national horse-riding game to 



the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and 
requests all the stakeholders of UNESCO to support this submission. 

Signatures: 

Secretary General of the Azerbaijan Equestrian Federation 

B.Nabiyev 

Representatives: 

1. X.Rajabli 

2. Y.Musayev 

3. S.Akqubayeva 

4. R.lbrahimov 

5. S.Kuznetsova 

6. D.Ahmadova 

7. G.Aiiyeva 

8. E.Ansarov 

9. N.Orucov 

10.A.Qaziyev 

11. F.Abdullazov 

12. N.Azayev 

13.S.Taghiyev 

14.A.Balahuseynov 

15. R.lbrahimov 

16.Z.Tahirov 

17.F.Ismayilov 

18. E.Mammadov 

19. S.Azayev 

20.A.Qasimov 

21. V.Musayev 


