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Azarbaycanin “Cévkon” milli atiistii oyununun YUNESKO-nun
Toxirssalinmaz Qorunmaga Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani Irs
Siyahisina taqdim edilmasina dair

Azorbaycan Atciliq Federasiyasi niimayandolorinin
YUNESKO-nun bas direktoru xanim Irina Bokovaya
MURACIOTI
Hoérmotli Bas direktor,

Molumdur ki, Azorbaycan on qadim zamanlardan at¢iliq madeniyyetinin
togokkiil tapdigi 6lkslerdendir. Bu yerlorin flisunkar tobisti, xalqin s6hrat romzi
kimi gobul etdiyi ata olan sevgisi, biitlin diinyada taninan Qarabag ve Dilbaz at
cinslorinin yetisdirilmasine, bu atlar tizerinde milli oyunlarin formalasmasina va
genis yayilmasina zemin yaratmisdir.

Tarixon Azarbaycanin Qarabag bolgasi osas markez olmagla, qorb vo simali-
gerb bolgalerinds atiistli milli oyunlar, xtisusile “Cévken” oyunu genis yayilmisdir.
Orta asrlordon zomanamizs qoder biitiin dovrlerde bu oyun an gadim dovrlords
oldugu bir sokilds qorunub saxlanmigs vs nesilden-nasile Gtiirtilmiisdiir.
Azorbaycanin yerli atlari, ilk névbade Qarabag ati {izerinds oynanilan bu xalq
oyunlarindan “Covken” aparici yer tutmagqla, “Papaq oyunu”, “Yayliq”, “Atlistii
glilas”, “Baharbend” va digerleri genis yayilmis, at¢iliq medeniyyati ile paralel
inkisaf etmisdir. Tarixon el sonliklori, xilisusile “Novruz” bayrami  atiistli
oyunlarsiz, xtisusils, “Covkon” - siz kec¢irilmozdi. Miixtelif zamanlarda “Cévken”
lizre moktablar vo komandalar m&vcud olmusdur.

Lakin tarixin sonraki morhalslerinds miixtalif ictimai- iqtisadi proseslar, o
ctimloden urbanizasiya, texnikanin inkisafi, otlaq sahslarinin azalmasi, miiharibsler
vo onlarla bagli kataklizmler at¢iliq moadeniyystinin inkisafinda vo atiistii oyunlarin
genis viiset almasinda ¢otinlikler yaratmisdir. Ictimai birlik olaraq ARAF bu



oyunlarin daha yiiksok soviyyade kecirilmasi ve onun daha genis areallarda
oynanilmasi liclin asasl tadbirler hayata kegirir.

Diinya xalglarina mexsus meoadeni irslerin qorunmasi istigamatindo
YUNESKO-nun faaliyystini alqislayir veo Sizin rehberliyinizls toskilatin bu sahada
hoyata kecirdiyi todbirlorin miqyasinin daha da genislonaceyine inamimiz
boyiikdiir. Bildiyiniz kimi, Azorbaycan torafinden “Coévken” oyununun
YUNESKO-nun Taxirasalinmaz Qorunmaga Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi
Madoni Irs Siyahisina salinmast ticlin taqdim edilmisdir.

Hesab edirik ki, bu atiistli milli oyunun YUNESKO-ya toqdim edilmasi vo
bununla bagli tagkilat tarafinden miisbat qarar verilacayi tagdirds bu sahads ¢alisan
biitiin pesa sahiblarinin, bu irsi ganc nesls dyradsn, onu teblig eden yiizlorlo soxsin
yaradiciliq potensialina, iimumilikds iso onlarin yasam torzins olduqca miisbot
tasir edocakdir. Noticads bu sferani 6zleri {iclin hoyat torzi kimi qgebul etmis at
yetisdiricilorinin va diger maraqli  insanlarin — mosqgilerin,  idmangilarin
yaradiciliq imkanlari artacaqdir.

Atcilig madoniyyati vo “Covken” atiistl milli oyunu imumsxalq at¢iliq
madaniyyatine, naticeds ise imumi boseri madaniyyats, onun zonginlegsmasine vo
inkisaf etdirilmesine xidmot gostorir. Azorbaycanin “Covken” milli atiistii
oyununun YUNESKO-nun Teoxirssalinmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-
Maddi Madeni Irs Siyahisma salmmasi istor milli, isterse do beynolxalq seviyyada
bu oyun néviiniin masuliyystle qorunub saxlanilmasina, onun yliksok soviyyado
inkisafina, daha da genis sokilds tobligine xidmet edacakdir.

Qeyd olunanlar1 nazers alaraq ARAF “C&vken” milli atiistli oyununun
YUNESKO-nun Taexiresalinmaz Qorunmaga Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi
Madoni Irs Siyahisina toqdim edilmesini alqislayir vo YUNESKO torafinden bu
toklifin destoklonmasini xahis edir.
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Baku, 01 march 2013
ADDRESS

of the Chovqan players of the Karabakh Horses’ Amateurs Association

to the Director General of UNESCO H.E. Mrs. Irina BOKOVA

regarding the inscription of Azerbaijan national horse riding game Chovgan into the
UNESCO's List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding

Your Excellency,
Dear Director General,

Let us first of all welcome the activities of UNESCO on the way of the safeguarding of
intangible cultural heritage and express our confidence that the level of organization's
relative activities under your leadership will be further enlarged and strengthened. As you
already aware, the file of Chovgan traditional game, one of the most ancient and
prominent element of Azerbaijan’s intangible heritage, was presented for the inscription
to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. Azerbaijan is
known as the country where the culture of the horse riding has a long history. The horse
riding and various games related to them were the part of the everyday life of local
people. Several horse riding games (such as Chovqan, papakh game, qgiza chat, yayliq,
atustu gulesh, baharbend) Tepresent a part of living heritage of Azerbaijan people.
Chovqan has developed in parallel with the Karabakh horse riding culture. Traditionally,
it was held at various celebrations and festivities at local level.

Chovgan game influenced the Karabakh horse riding culture and the latter, in its turn,
influenced the development of the Chovqan game. Historically, Chovgan game's teams
existed in the 3 big regions of Azerbaijan: Karabakh, Ganja-Gazakh and North-West
region. At present the game is still traditionally practices in 16 regions, though the
practice is rapidly diminishing due to many reasons and competitions are very rare.

Presentation of the file of this traditional game to UNESCO and the favorable decision
concerning this file will have a great impact on all the persons practicing Chovgan and
help them transmit this heritage to young generation. Also, the high value granted to this
kind of national horse riding game on Karabakh horses will be resulted in more
responsible approach, care and attention of the concerned local organizations to Chovqan.




Unofficial translation

The national horse riding game Chovqan serves for development and enrichment of the
horse riding culture as well as the culture of world humanity. Inscription of this
traditional game into the UNESCO's List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of
Urgent Safeguarding will boost interest and attention to this game and will be the main
tool for the exchange of best practices, cooperation and promotion of the dialogue among
societies, communities and individuals. The inscription of Chovgan will serve to proper
safeguarding, further development and wider promotion of this game on both local and
national levels.

In this context, Chovqan players of the Karabakh Horses’ Amateurs Association welcome
the submission of Chovgan horse-riding game for the inscription into the UNESCQO's List
of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and kindly ask to support
this proposal.
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Azarbaycanin “Govkan” milli atiistii oyununun YUNESKO-nun
Texirssalinmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani Irs Siyahisina
tagdim edilmasina dair

Qarabag Cins Atlari Heveskarlari ictimai Birliyi {izvlarinin
YUNESKO-nun bas direktoru xanim irina Bokovaya
MURACISTI
Hormetli Bas direktor,

YUNESKO-nun diinya madani irsinin gorunmasi istigamatinds faaliyystini alqislayir
va Sizin rahberliyinizle tagkilatin bununla bagli hayata kegirdiyi tedbirlarin migyasinin daha
da geniglenaceyina inaniriq. Bildiyiniz kimi, Azerbaycan xalqinin geyri-maddi madani
irsinin  an gadim ve gbzal numunalerinden olan ¢bvkan oyunu YUNESKO-nun
Texiresalinmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madani Irs Siyahisina salinmasi
tcln teqdim edilmisdir. Malumdur ki, Azerbaycan diinyada atciliqg madaniyyatinin tosekkiil
tapdid1 o6lkslerdendir. Madani skingilik va maldarliq ile masgdul olan shali atlsti milli
oyunlart da &6zleri Gg¢ln hayat terzi kimi gebul etmigler. Azarbaycanin yerli atlan ilk
névbaede Qarabad ati Uzsrinds oynanilan bu xalg oyunlarindan c¢dvken aparici yer
tutmaqgla, papax oyunu, qiza cat, yayliq, atlstl gulss, baharband va digerleri genis
yayilmig Qarabag atcilig madsaniyysti ile paralel inkisaf etmisdir. Tarixen el sanlikleri,
xususile “Novruz” bayrami, atlstl oyunlarsiz kegirilmazdi.

Tarixen Azerbaycanin 3 bolgesinde: Qarabag, Gence-Qazax ve Simali-Qerb
bolgssinde atusti milli oyunlar, o ciimledsn Cévken Uzre maktsbler ve komandalar
mdveud olmusdur. Hazirda 16 rayonda bu oyunlarin kegirilmasi Gzrs snansler daha yaxsi
gorunub saxlanmigdir. Cévkan oyunu Qarabad atciliyi madsniyystina, Qarabag ateiliq
madeniyyati is® bu oyunun inkisafina tesir etmis, sslinde bu tandem Azsrbaycanin,
Qafgaz xalglarinin ve sonradan bir ¢ox diinya xalglarinin at¢ilig madeniyystlerine sirayat
etmis, asrlardan bari nasildan-nasle étlrtlersk bu giinimiize galib catmisdir.

Bu atusti milli oyunun YUNESKO-ya teqdim edilmasi ve bununla bagl teskilat
torefinden musbst gerar veriloceyi teqdirde bu sahads c¢alisan butlin pese sahiblerinin, bu
irsi ganc nasle dyredsn, onu tebli§ edsn onlarla sexsin yaradicilig potensialina,
imumilikds ise onlarin yagam terzina olduqca misbast tasir edacakdir. Bels ki, beynaixalq
ali qurum terefinden Qarabag ati (izerinds oynanilan bu atisti milli oyun néviina verilmis



yluksak giymet, bu sahays rehbarlik edsn yerli aidiyysti teskilatlarin bu sahsys daha da
masuliyystli yanagsmasina, gaygi ve diggatin artmasina ssbsb olacaqdir. Bu iss naticads
bu sferani &6zleri Ugln heyat tarzi kimi gebul etmis at yetisdiricilerinin va bGtln
problemlerinde maragli olan insanlarin — at yetigdiricilerinin, masqgcilerin, idmancilarin,
elaca do, bu sahays maragi olan saxslerin yaradiciliq imkanlarini artiracaqdir.

Atcilig madeniyysti ve ¢bvken atustl milli oyunu Umumxalq atc¢ilig madaniyystins,
naticads ise Umumi bageri madaniyyats, onun zanginlesmasine ve inkisaf etdiriimasina
xidmat gdsterir. Bu milli oyunun YUNESKO-nun Taxirasalinmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac
Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madsni Irs Siyahisina salinmasi ilk névbeds bu oyuna marag ve
diggsti artirmagla yanasi cemiyyatler, qruplar ve fardler arasindaki tacriibe mubadilesins,
is birliyine ve Umumilikds iss dialoqun inkisafina ve tekmillosmasine ssash bir vasite
olacaqgdir. Azerbaycanin ¢dévken milli atlsti oyununun YUNESKO-nun Texirasalinmaz
Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi Madeni irs Siyahisina salinmasi ister milli,
istarse da beynalxalg seviyyads bu oyun néviiniin measuliyystle qorunub saxlaniimasina,
onun yiksak saviyyads inkisafina, daha da genis sakilds tebligine xidmat edacekdir.

Bu menada Qarabag Cins Atlari Heveskarlari Ictimai Birliyi ¢covken milli atiisti
oyununun YUNESKO-nun Texiresalinmaz Qorunmaya Ehtiyac Duyulan Qeyri-Maddi
Madeni irs Siyahisina teqdim edilmaesini algislayir ve YUNESKO tersfinden bu teklifin
dasteklenmasini xahis edir.
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The address to the Director-General of UNESCO Ms. Irina Bokova

of the representatives of Azerbaijan Equestrian Federation on inclusion of
“Chovgan”, traditional horse riding game, to the UNESCO List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding

Dear Director-General,

Azerbaijan is one of the countries where horse-breeding has been popular since the
ancient times. The alluring nature of the region and the love towards horses which were
the symbol of valor and good reputation gave a birth to breeding worldwide famous
Karabakh horses and contributed to the evolution of national horse-riding games.

Chovqgan, the national horse-riding game has been popular throughout west and north-
west regions and particularly in Karabakh. Chovgan has been preserved and passed
on from generation to generation since the Middle Ages.

Chovgan which was played on Karabakh horses particularly has been developed
together with other national games such as “Papag”, “Yaylig’, “Atustu gulesh”,
“‘Baharband” and others. Numerous Chovgan schools and teams existed during
different times. But at the later stages of history different socio-economic processes,
urbanization, development of mechanized labour, reduction of grazing areas and
shortage of Karabakh horses caused difficulties to the frequency of organization of the
traditional game. As an NGO uniting Chovgan players, Azerbaijan Equestrian
Federation is doing its best to help safeguard the traditional game and pass it to the
next generation.

We welcome the UNESCQO'’s activities in safeguarding of cultural heritage and believe
that under your patronage this organization will take necessary measures to keep this
heritage alive.

As you know, Chovgan the national horse-riding game has been submitted by our
organization together with the Chovgan players of Karabakh horses’ amateurs union, for
inclusion to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding. We believe that the positive decision on inclusion of this traditional
horse-riding game will have a great impact on the traditional players, who constantly
transmit this heritage to young generation. Above all, this will positively affect the way of
life of concerned horse riders and increase possibilities of young people to use and
further transmit this knowledge.

‘Chovqgan” as a part of the national horse-riding culture is an integral part of the
heritage of the entire humanity. Its inclusion to the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding will help to safeguard, develop and promote
the game at many levels.

Taking into consideration all above mentioned, Azerbaijan Equestrian Federation gives
its full consent to the submission of “Chovgan”, Azerbaijan national horse-riding game to



the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and
requests all the stakeholders of UNESCO to support this submission.
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