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Techqologie vyroby modrotisku 
Indigo hand-block print technique 

Zapsci.n v roce 2014 1 Inscribed in 2014 

Modrotisk je vyslednym pro­
duktem techniky zdobeni latek, 
pl'i niz se pomoci drevenych nebo 
kovovych forem nanese na platno 
rezerva - hmota, jez chrani textilii 
v mistech, ktera se nemaji zabarvit. 
Potistena latka je pate zastudena 
barvena v indigove lazni. Vyroba 
modrotisku ma sve koreny v Cine. 
Od pocatku 18. stoleti se umeni 
zhotovovani teto specificke textilie 
zacalo sii'it take po Evrope, vcetne 
ceskych zemi. K prvnim odberate­
h1m pati'ily privilegovane vrstvy, 
proto se take vzory, kterymi byla 
tkanina zdobena, podi'izovaly m6de 
jednotlivych historickych obdobi. 
V prubehu 19. stoleti se modrotisk 
stal oblibenym i u venkovskych 
obyvatel. Po celem uzemi ceskych 
zemi proto byly zakladany cetne 
modrotiskove manufaktury a ruko­
delne dilny. Zmenou hospodarskych 
podminek ve druhe polovine 19. 
stoleti se vyroba modrotisku udr­
zela pouze ve specifickem prosti'edi 
venkova. Uplatnil se zde na loznim 
pradle a zejmena na lidovem odevu. 
Charakteristickym znakem vyroby 
byla regionalnost, kdy obyvatele 

Block printing with indigo is 
a fabric decoration technique which 
applies reserve - a substance pro­
tecting the fabric in places which 
are not to be dyed - by means 
of wooden or metal blocks. The 
printed fabric is then cold dyed in 
the indigo bath. The production of 
indigo-printed fabrics has its roots in 
China. In the early 18th century, the 
art of making these specific textiles 
also started spreading in Europe 
including the Czech lands. The first 
customers came from privileged 
classes and therefore the patterns 
decorating the fabrics were adapted 
to the fashion of particular historical 
periods. In the 19th century, indigo­
-printed products became popular 
among rural inhabitants. Therefore 
manufactories and workshops 
producing indigo-printed fabrics 
were founded throughout the Czech 
lands. With the change of economic 
conditions in the second half of the 
19th century, the indigo block print 
technique survived only in the 
countryside, where it was applied 
above all to bedclothes and folk 
costumes. The production featured 
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jednotlivych oblasti upfednostnova­
li vybrane vzory i un~ite vybarveni 
modrotiskovych motivu, ktere odpo­
vidaly podobe zdej~i hmotne lidove 
kultury. Pi'ilezitostne se modrotisk • upravoval take voskovanim, ktere 
bylo vlastni lidovym vrstvam. 
Uvedeny charakter si vyroba mod­
rotisku v~eobecne uchovala az do 
pocatku 50. let> 20. stoleti, kdy by la 
pferu~ena. K obnove do~lo diky 
modrotiskove provozovne Jocho­
vych ze Straznice, Danzingerovych 
z Ole~nice na Morave a kratce take 
Jifiny Prouzove z Moravske Tfebo­
ve, kterym bylo umozneno pracovat 
v ramci organizace Dstfedi lidove 
umelecke vyroby. Ve vyrobe mod­
rotisku se kontinualne pokracovalo 
a jeji podstata zustala nezmenena. 
V 90. letech 20. stoletf se posledni 
fungujici modrotiskove dilny na 
na~em t1zemi, pfislu~ejici rodinam 
Danzingerovych a Jochovych, osa­
mostatnily. Pfestoze v soucasnosti 
zhotovuji i jiny sortiment, navazujf 
na praci svych pfedku. 

I Fotografie: Archiv NOLK 
I Photograph: Archives NIFC 

a regional peculiarity whereby the 
residents from particular areas 
preferred selected patterns and 
certain colours on the printed mo­
tives that corresponded to the local 
tangible culture. Occasionally the 
indigo-printed fabrics were treated 
by waxing which was peculiar to 
the folk strata. The indigo-printed 
products kept the abovementioned 
characteristics until the early 1950s 
when production was interrupted. 
The production was renewed thanks 
to the indigo-print workshops of the 
Jochs in Straznice, the Danzingers 
in Ole~nice and- for a short period of 
time - Jifina Prouzova's one in Mo­
ravska Tfebova. All the workshops 
were allowed to work under the 
umbrella of the Centre for Folk 
Art Production. The production of 
indigo printed fabrics continued and 
the principle remained unchanged. 
In the 1990s, the family workshops 
of the Danzingers and the Jochs, 
the last ones operating in the Czech 
Republic, became independent. 
Although they also produce other 
goods now, they continue the work 
of their ancestors. 
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